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SRINATHRAO
MUMBAI, JULY31

THEPOLICEMENinwhosepres-
ence amob in Palghar lynched
two sadhus and their driver in
April had chosen not to inter-
veneforfearthattheytoowould
bekilled, themostseniorofficer
present at the spot has told in-
vestigators.
The 21-strong squad includ-

ingRiotControlPolice(RCP)per-
sonnelatGadchinchlevillageon
April16night,wascarryingrifles,
rubberbullets,teargasshells,and
stungrenades—buttheydidnot
usetheirconsiderablearsenalto
prevent themurders.
Afterafour-monthinvestiga-

tion into the killings, the
Maharashtra Criminal
InvestigationDepartment (CID)
filed two chargesheets against
126peopleearlierthismonthata

magistrate’s court in Dahanu
town—a4,955-pagechargesheet
againstvillagersforattemptingto
murder the policemen, and a
5,291-page chargesheet against
thethesamemenformurdering
thesadhusandtheirdriver.
The first chargesheet in-

cludes the statements of the 21
policemen, who were led by
Assistant Police Inspector
AnandraoKale.
Severalof thesemen,includ-

ingKale,hadonly48hourspre-
viouslyrescuedtwodoctorsand
theirdriverfromanothermobin
anothervillageinthesamearea.
The two sadhus, Mahant

Kalpavruksha Giri (70) and
SushilgiriMaharaj(35),andtheir
driverNileshTelgade (30),were
travellingtoSuratfromMumbai,
andhadgoneoff themainhigh-
way togetpast lockdownbarri-
cading. The area, in Dahanu
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Police was afraid
to take on the mob:
Palghar lynching
case chargesheet

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI, PATNA,
JULY31

THESUICIDEofBollywoodactor
Sushant Singh Rajput amonth
ago has now become a
MaharashtravsBiharissue,with
bothstatesintheSupremeCourt
to be heard before any decision
is taken on an FIR filed in the
matter.
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister

SushilKumarModionFridayde-
manded a CBI probe in the ac-
tor's death, while the
Enforcement Directorate regis-
tered amoney laundering case.
Joining the issue, Maharashtra
CMattacked the opposition BJP
forcriticisingtheMumbaiPolice
over itsprobe.
TheMumbaiPolicehassofar

recorded statements of more
than40people inthecase, from
producer-directorSanjeevLeela
Bhansali to film critic Rajeev
Masand. Earlier this week,
Rajput'sfatherKKSinghfiledan
FIR of abetment to suicide
againstRajput's friendandbud-
ding TV and film actor Rhea
Chakraborty, 28, andher family
members.
After Chakraborty, whowas

dating Rajput, moved the
SupremeCourtseekingtransfer
of thecasetoMumbai,theBihar
governmentandRajput's father
Thursdayfiledacaveatinthetop
court seeking to be heard first.
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SushantSinghRajput,
RheaChakraborty

Sushant suicide:
Maharashtra,
Bihar now in
top court,
ED files case
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JAMMU&KASHMIR

‘Fivedaysshortof
ayear,havebeen
informedthat I
amafreeman’

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR, JULY31

NEARLYAyear after hewas de-
tained amidst a clampdown on
the political leadership in
JammuandKashmiratthetime
of the abrogation of Article 370,
People’s Conference chairman
Sajad Lone was on Friday offi-
cially “released” fromhouse ar-
rest. However, he has been told
not to step out or speak to the
media.
Assoonashisreleasewasan-

nounced,LonetooktoTwitterto
say,“Finally5daysshortofayear
I have been officially informed
that I am a free man. So much

has changed. So have I. Jail was
not a new experience. Earlier
ones were harsh with usual
dosesofphysicaltorture.Butthis

was psychologically draining.
Muchtosharehopefully soon.”
Around 1.15 pm, authorities
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BASHAARATMASOOD
&PVAIDYANATHANIYER
SRINAGAR, JULY31

THE J&K ADMINISTRATION on
Fridayextendedthedetentionof
former Chief Minister and
PeoplesDemocraticParty(PDP)
president MehboobaMufti by
three months for the second
timeunderthePublicSafetyAct
(PSA)evenasasectionofofficials
in the administration said they
werenotsureoftheneedtocon-
tinuewith her detention. She is
theonlypolitical leader still de-
tainedunderPSA.
An order issued by Home

SecretaryShaleenKabrasaidthe
HomeDepartmentconsideredit
necessary to extend the deten-
tion following recommenda-
tionsby law-enforcingagencies
tothateffect.MehboobaMufti’s
detentionunderPSAwassched-
uled toexpireonAugust5.
Butsomeseniorofficialstold

The Indian Express they were
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JULY31

IN THE month following the
launch of the online mode for
applyingfordomicilecertificates
intheUnionTerritoryunderthe
new rules, over thrice asmany
people from Jammu have been
granted the same as compared
toKashmir.
Whilethemajorityof the3.7

lakh-odd granted domicile cer-
tificates are already permanent
residentsof theUnionTerritory,
a significant proportion have

beengivenouttothosewhode-
spitelivingorservinginthestate
for years were not considered
residentsof thestateduetopro-
visionsofArtice35A,whichnow
stands repealed.
Sources in the Ministry of

HomeAffairs(MHA)saidthatbe-
tween June22,when theonline
facility was launched, and last
week,over2.9 lakhpeoplewere
granted domicile certificates in
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Sajad freed, party says can’t go
out;Mufti’s detention extended

Mehbooba
still held
under PSA,
some raise
questions

J&K
ONEYEARAFTER

AUGUST5
AN EXPRESS SERIES

People’sConferencechairmanSajadLoneafterhis release
fromhousearrest, inSrinagaronFriday. Express

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY31

AMIDST A record surge in the
number of novel coronavirus
cases,AndhraPradeshhasruled
out the re-imposition of a lock-
down and is insisting that a fo-
cus on testingwill help contain
further spreadof thedisease.
Thenumberofthoseinfected

inthestatehasincreasedover10
timesfromamonthago— from
14,595 on June 30 to 1,40,933
on July 31. With that, it has
overtaken Delhi's tally to
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Amid surge, Andhra ramps up
tests, says won’t shut down

Online open, 3.7 lakh get domicile
in a month, 78% of them in Jammu
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Mufti

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JULY31

ATLEASToneof the rebelMLAs
in Rajasthan loyal to former
deputy chief minister Sachin
Pilothassaidthatif theCongress
party issues awhip, he and the
otherMLAswill attend the up-
comingAssemblysessionthatis
settobeconvenedonAugust14.
Speaking to The Indian

ExpressonFriday,GajendraSingh
Shaktawat, MLA from
VallabhnagarinUdaipurandone
of the 18 legislators in the Pilot
camp,said, “WearewithSachin
Pilotandwillabidebywhatever
decisionhetakes.Wehavenever
spoken about leaving the
Congress party. If the Congress
issuesawhip,Iwilldefinitelyat-
tend the Assembly session.We
will raise our voice fromwithin
bybeing inside theparty.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Will attend
House if
party issues
whip: MLA
in Pilot camp

SUSHANTSINGH
NEWDELHI, JULY31

CHINESE AMBASSADOR Sun
Weidong’s claim on Thursday
about the location of the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) at Pangong
Tso and his refusal to clarify the
LACpointtoascenariowherethe
IndianArmywillhavetoincrease
its permanent deployment on

thedisputedandtenseborder.
AseniorArmyofficertoldThe

Indian Express on Friday: “Our
preparationsandactivitieswillbe
basedontheactionsoftheadver-
sary. As longas they retain capa-
bility,wehavetobeprepared for
itbecause intentcanchange.We
willmaintain troops on the LAC
accordingtothatassessment.”
This means that the Army

willhaveenhanceddeployment

on the disputed Ladakh border
till total disengagement by
troops at the points of friction
andcompletionoftotalde-esca-
lationby the twoforces.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI, JULY31

A FORTNIGHT ago, a British-
Indian entrepreneur in
Birmingham launched a public
campaign against the 2022
Commonwealth Games over
“perceived institutionalised
racism”.Overjustaweekend,he
galvanised support from heads
of local churches,mosques and
temples, Labour and Tory
Members of Parliament, influ-

ential media and business per-
sons from different back-
groundsincludingPakistaniand
Indian, besides both black and
whiteBritons.
In the couple of

weeksthatfollowed,the
campaign led to the
president of the
CommonwealthGames
Federation,LouisMartin,
steppingdownfromthe
boardof the organising
committee,arevampof
important decision-
making bodies, and
promises to address issues of
‘colonialinjustice’,amongothers.
TheBirminghamGameshave

comeunderheavycriticisminthe
wake of the Black LivesMatter
movement,with someacadem-
ics in theUnited Kingdomeven

questioning the rele-
vance of the CWG as a
concept.
Themanwhostarted

it allwasAmmoTalwar,
whorunsamusicagency
inBirmingham.He says
hehadtheideaofapub-
lic campaign after read-
ingalocalnewsreporton
“systemicracismandan
almostentirelywhiteex-

ecutive board of the 2022CWG
organising committee”. The
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Duringthe2018
CommonwealthGames
openingceremonyatGold
Coast,Australia.AP file

Ammo
Talwar

ANDHRAPRADESHis
hoping thatas it stepsup
testing, and identifies
and isolates infected
people, itwill beable to
slowdownthespreadof
the infection.Thestrat-
egyhasworkedwell in
Delhi. Butnot somuch in
Maharashtra, TamilNadu
orUttarPradesh.

Testingas
strategyE●EX
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Indian-descent Birmingham man
leads a common(wealth) cause

India for returntopre-standoff sites,military talks likely

Army to retain additional troops
in Ladakh for the long haul
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J&K domicile
Jammu against 79,300 in the
Valley.Apprehensionshadbeen
expressedbysomequartersthat
the change in domicile rules for
J&K,strippedof itsspecialstatus
onAugust5lastyear,wasmeant
to force a demographic change
in theUnion territory by allow-
ingentrytooutsiders.
Sources said the domicile

certificates issued are propor-
tionate to the applications re-
ceived. “There is no region-spe-
cific delay. More applications
havebeenreceivedfromJammu
somorecertificateshavebeenis-
suedthere,”aJ&Kadministration
official said.
The domicile certificates

makepeopleeligibletoapplyfor
jobs and admission into educa-
tional institutions in the Union
territory, and officials believe a
majorityofapplicantsaimforthe
same.
Among thosewho have re-

ceived domicile certificates are
WestPakistanrefugees,number-
ing over 20,000, nearly all of
whom are reportedly covered
now, and 2,000-odd sanitation
workers brought and settled in
thestatebutneveraccordedba-
sicrightslikevoting."Theywere
deniedcitizenshipandhenceac-
cess to education and jobs,” an
MHA official said, adding that
700Gurkhastoohavebeenpro-
videddomicilecertificates.
As per the new rules that

cameintoforceinMaythisyear,
peoplewho have been living in
J&Kfor15years,thosewhohave
studiedintheUnionterritoryfor
sevenyears,orappearedinClass
10or12examinationfromaned-
ucational institution in the re-
gion,aswellastheirchildren,are
eligible for domicile. Also eligi-
blearechildrenofofficialsof the
Central government, all India
services, banks andPSUs, statu-
tory bodies and Central univer-
sities,whohaveservedinJ&Kfor
10years.
Besides, all Permanent

Resident Certificate holders are
automaticallyeligible.
Despite the setback due to

Covid-19, sourcessaid,domicile
certificates were not the only
matter on which the govern-
menthas kept its promise. “The
mostsignificantchangehasbeen
the amendment extending the
benefits of reservation tomany
deservingcategories.Paharishad
been demanding it for decades,
andarenoweligiblefor4%reser-
vation. EconomicallyWeaker
Sectionswillget10%,theincome
ceiling forbackwardclasseshas
been increased fromRs4.5 lakh
perannumtoRs8lakh,andben-
efitshavebeenextended to res-
idents along the International
Border. Also reservation in the
Assemblyhasbeenextended to
ScheduledTribes,”theMHAoffi-
cialsaid,addingthatthegovern-
menthadalsobegundisbursing
Rs 5 lakh financial assistance to
WestPakistanrefugees.
Theofficialclaimedtherehad

beena262% increase inminor-
ity scholarships, with over 4.76
lakh beneficiaries since August
last year, a 100 % jump in SC/ST
pre-matricscholarships,and20%
increase in OBC post-matric
scholarshipswithover7.42lakh
beneficiaries overall (including
minorities).
Onthejobfront--akeycon-

cernamonglocalspostArticle35
A, that empowered the J&K leg-
islature to define its permanent
residentsandtheirspecialrights
andprivileges--theprogresshas
beenmore tardy. At the time of
theabrogationofArticle370,the
administration had announced
that50,000postswouldbefilled
up soon. But, with over 84,000
vacancies, the government has
only just begun recruitment for
the firstphase, for10,000posts.

Troops in Ladakh
The Chinese ambassador

claimed thatdisengagementhas
beencompletedatmostlocations,
but the Indian sidehas clarified

thatdisengagementhas still not
beencompletedatPatrollingPoint
17AandPangongTso.
The Army officer said addi-

tional deployment of troops in
Ladakh, estimated tobe around
35,000soldiers, isdirectly linked
torestorationofstatusquoanteas
ofAprilwhichremainstheArmy’s
goal, as stated by theNorthern
ArmyCommander,LtGeneralYK
Joshi in an interview to CNN-
News18.
Restorationofstatusquoante

involves reductionof additional
troopsdeployedbybothsideson
theborder,removalofnewinfra-
structure constructed in con-
tentiousareas and restorationof
patrolling rights asexercisedbe-
forethecurrentstandoffbeganin
earlyMay.“Wearepreparedforall
contingencies. Logisticsprepara-
tionsareunderwaytosupportad-
ditionaldeploymentinwinters,if
sorequired,”theofficersaid,with-
outgetting intodetails of theex-
act numberof additional troops
thatwillcontinuetobedeployed
inLadakh.
Asecondofficer,however,said

that at least one additional divi-
sioncanbeexpectedtostayback
inLadakh tobeprepared for any
eventuality, but didnot rule out
greater numbers depending on
thesituationontheChineseside.
Thenumberscouldbehigherthis
winter,eventuallystabilizingtoa
slightlylowerpermanentdeploy-
mentthereafter,theofficersaid.
The Chinese ambassador’s

statementthatclarificationofthe
LACwillleadtomoredisputesalso
indicates that no solution to the
tensionsontheborderisintheoff-
ing,whichwillwarrant ahigher
degree of alertness by Indian
troops.
TheArmyhasbeendemand-

ingdelineationof theLACby the
two sides to avoid faceoffs be-
tween soldiers on both sides –
thesehaveincreasedastheIndian
side has started patrollingwith
greaterintentandfrequencyinthe
last15years.Meanwhile, former
Army chief General (retd) VP
Malik, inaTwitterpost, said: “By
his statement yesterday,
Ambassador Sun Weidong of
Chinahasvirtuallyendedanypos-
sible progress in LAC talks be-
tweenmilitarycommanders”.
OneoftheArmyofficers,who

hadadifferenttake,said,“thenext
roundof talkswill happen in the
next fewdays,mostprobablyaf-
terAugust1”.

Pilot camp
Headded that awhip is only

effective inside theHouse and
can'tbeissuedforothermeetings.
The rebelMLAshad skipped

twomeetings of the Congress
LegislatureParty, oneof the rea-
sons that Mahesh Joshi, the
Congress chief whip in the
Assembly, cited inhispetition to
SpeakerCPJoshi,seekingthedis-
qualificationofPilotandtheother
18legislators.
"Allwewantedwasachange

in leadership. A person who
workedhardforsixyearstoform
thegovernmentinRajasthan,you
abuse him by calling him
nikamma...This isabattleof self-
respect.Youareabusingyourown
familymembers.Wehavenever
spokenwith anybody from the
BJP.Wedon'twant to leave the
Congress,"saidShaktawat,whose
father,lateGulabSinghShaktawat,
was a keyCongress leaderwho
waselectedmultiple times from
theVallabnagarAssemblyseat.
AnotherPilotloyalistandMLA

fromLadnun,MukeshBhakar,told
TheIndianExpressthathebelieves
in the Congress ideology and
won'tleavethepartyfortheBJP.

Palghar case
taluka ofMaharashtra's tribal-
dominatedPalghar district, had
beenagogover theprevioussev-
eral days with rumours about
childliftersandorganharvesters.
The sadhus and their driver

wereattacked, butwere rescued
byapoliceteam–however,a300-
400-strong mob had then
snatchedthemenoffapoliceve-

hicleandlynchedthem.Videoson
social media had appeared to
showonepolicemanabandonthe
elderlysadhuandflee.
Accordingtothechargesheet,

thepolicemenhadleftKasapolice
stationat10.18pminfourvehicles
after forestguardsatacheckpost
inGadchinchle informed them
that a carwith threepassengers
wasunderattack.Kalecompleted
the40-kilometrejourneyat11.10
pm,reachingGadchinchle10min-
utes ahead of his subordinate,
PoliceSubInspectorSudhirKatare.
Avancarrying15RCPperson-

nelarrivedat11.15pm.Aplatoon
of30armedRCPpersonnel,work-
ing in 24-hour shifts of 15men
each,hadbeenstationedatKasa
police station after rumours of
thieves and alleged organ-har-
vestersintheareahadledtoinci-
dents of villagers attacking trav-
ellers. The chargesheet says that
the villagers ignored three an-
nouncementsbyKaleonthepub-
licaddresssystem,orderingthem
todisperse.Intheirstatements,the
policemen have said that they
were initiallyunable toreachthe
overturnedMarutiEecoinwhich
thesadhusand theirdriverwere
lyinginjured.
Kashinath Chaudhary, a

Panchayat Samitimember from
the areawhohadaccompanied
thepolice to thevillage, told the
CID that the arrival of thepolice
hadseemedtofurtherenragethe
villagers. “When I asked the vil-
lagers to allow the police to re-
move the injured travellers and
questionthem,somevillagersac-
cused us of working with the
thieves.Thevillagerssaidthatthe
police had arrived in such large
numbersonlytohelpthethieves.
Other villagers said that they
wouldkillallofus,"Chaudharyhas
saidinhisstatement.
Kale told theCID thathis col-

leagueswerepeltedwith stones
astheyextricatedthevictimsfrom
theirvehicleandput theminthe
police van. “Themobalso gath-
eredaroundtheRCPvananddid
notallowthemtocomeout.Itwas
when themobpulledback that
theRCPmenwere able to alight
fromtheirvehicles,”hesaid.

However,thepolicewereun-
able to shield Sushilgiri and
Yelgade,ortoassistAssistantSub
InspectorRDSalunkhe,whowas
trying to help the elderly
KalpavrukshaGiri,fromthemob,
bothKaleandthemembersofthe
RCPsquadhavetoldtheCID.
“Themobhadpinnedusnear

ourvehiclesanddidnotallowus
tomoveahead.Wehadpistolsbut
didnothavethenervetofireinthe
midstofthecrowd,”Kalesaid.His
statement has been attached to
thechargesheetfiledbytheCIDin
theattempttomurderoffence.
Thechargesheetsaysthatthe

RCP vanhad two12-bore rifles,
100 roundsof 12-boreammuni-
tion, agasgun,10 rubberbullets,
10 tear smokegrenades, 10 tear
smoke shells, five colour smoke
grenades, five stungrenades, 10
stungradeshells,fivehandspades,
shields, batons, andpads topro-
tectarmsandlegs,andhelmets.
However, in his statement,

Kalesaid,“IfeltthathadIfiredmy
weaponor used tear gas at that
time,theviolentmobwouldhave
killedus. That is the reason I did
notfiremyweaponanddidnotor-
dertheRCPtouseteargas.”
TheRCP told theCID that the

mobprevented them from the
shootingvideosoftheincident,as-
saulted themwith stones and
woodensticks,andwarnedthem
against intervening.AnRCPcon-
stablewhoiscitedasawitnessin
thechargesheet recalled that the
mobwasshouting:“Goback.Give
us youruniforms.Wewill teach
them(thevictims)alesson.Ifyou
donotgoback,wewillkillyou.”
Despite being pelted with

stones,hitwithsticks,andhaving
theirshieldsandbatonsgrabbed,
theRCPpersonneldidnot retali-
ate,saysthechargesheet.“Wedid
notuseteargasoranyotherforce
atthattime.Wedidnotreceiveor-
dersfromanyofficialtouseforce,”
theRCPconstablehassaid.
Pastmidnight,asthethreese-

verelybeatenvictimslaymotion-
less,themobdisappearedintothe
forestssurroundingGadchinchle.
At 12.30am,GauravSingh, then
Palgharsuperintendentofpolice,
arrivedalongwithAdditional SP

VikrantDeshmukh,SubDivisional
PoliceOfficer (Jawhar) Bhagwat
Sonawane, andnearly 300per-
sonnel. The SPwas later sent on
compulsoryleavewhileAPIKale,
PSIKatare,ASISalunkheandtwo
otherconstablesweresuspended.
Thirty-fiveotherpersonnelposted
atKasapolicestationweretrans-
ferred.

Andhra
become the statewith the third
highestcaseloadinthecountry,af-
terMaharashtraandTamilNadu.
OnlyKarnatakahashadacompa-
rable increase in this period.
Karnataka’scasesincreasedfrom
15,242onJune30to1,24,115now,
a seven-fold rise. But Andhra
Pradesh'sriseontheCovidgraph
has beenmuchmore dramatic,
makingitthefastestgrowingstate
fortwoweeksnow.
On three consecutive days –

July 29, 30 and 31 – Andhra
Pradesh reported more than
10,000caseseachday,with10,376
new cases on July 31. Not even
Maharashtra,whichhasbeenre-
portingthemaximumnumberof
newcaseseveryday,hasrecorded
more than twoconsecutivedays
of 10,000-plusnewcases. In fact,
on July 29 and 31, Andhra
Pradesh’s number was higher
than that ofMaharashtra. Itwas
the first time since theoutbreak
beganinMaharashtrainthemid-
dleofMarchthatanystatehadre-
portedmorenumbers.
TheAndhraPradeshgovern-

menthasbeenmaintaining that
thesurge innumberswasdueto
increased testing, and that the
testswouldbescaledupevenfur-
ther, as thatwas theonlyway to
identifyandisolatethoseinfected
andslowdownthespread.
“There are noother options.

We are doing targeted testing
amongvulnerablegroupssuchas
peoplewith co-morbidities, and
elderlypeople,andalsopeoplelike
vendors or industrial workers
whocouldbeatheightenedrisk.
Quarantining the infected per-
sons,eitherathomeoratisolation
centres,orprovidingtreatmentin
case of serious symptoms is the
onlysolution,"saidDrArjaSrikant,

thestate'sCovid-19nodalofficer.
Officials also said the testing

was focusedonneighbourhoods
wheremigrantshadreturnedre-
cently or in areaswith positive
cases.Apartfromcollectingswab
samples at designated labs and
hospitals, the government has
converted state transport buses
intoswabcollectioncentres.
While it is true that Andhra

Pradeshhassteppedupitstesting
in July, itwas never a laggard at
conducingthediagnostictests.By
theendoflastmonth,ithadtested
morethan8.9lakhsamples.Only
Tamil Nadu (11.7 lakh) and
Maharashtra (9.6 lakh)hadcon-
ductedmoretestsatthattime. In
July, however, Andhra Pradesh
conductedmorethan10lakhad-
ditionaltests.Butthen,everystate
hasbeenabletotestgreaternum-
bers in Julybecauseof the avail-
ability of rapid antigen and
Trunaat tests. State government
officials claimthe tests aremore
targeted now. As a result,more
positives arebeingdetected. But
inthelongrun,theyhope,thiswill
helpinslowingdownthespread,
justlikeithashappenedinDelhi.
Despitetheextraordinaryrise

incases, thestate isrulingoutre-
impositionof lockdown.
Infact, thestateisallsettore-

open tourist places fromAugust
15.“Aswehaveseenearlier,alock-
downwillservenopurpose.Once
alockdownhasbeenlifted,itcan-
notbeenforcedagainbecause it
willcrippletheeconomy.Instead
of that, we are enforcing strict
quarantine in containment
zones,’’saidstateHealthMinister
AKKrishnaSrinivas.
Thestatehasalso rampedup

thenumberofbedsforCovidpa-
tients.Ason July31, 40,000beds
hadbeenmadeavailable in 128
hospitals,includingseveralprivate
ones.Thestatehasordered90,000
doses of the anti-viral drug
Remdesivirandordershavebeen
issuedtorecruitabout17,000doc-
tors, nurses andother staff over
thenextfewweeks.

UK man
responsefromtheorganiserswas
“vagueandabstract”, andhede-

cidedtoswingintoaction.
Talwardraftedanopen letter

to the organising committee,
whichwassignedby53individu-
als. Britain’s ShadowMinister of
Sport, Alison McGovern, for-
wardedittoSportsMinisterNigel
Huddleston.Daysafter the letter
was published,Martin, the CGF
head, resigned, and in an inter-
viewtotheBBC,Huddlestonsaid
“morechanges”werelikelytofol-
low.ACGFspokespersontoldThe
Indian ExpressonThursday that
theywereseekingtoaddresssev-
eral other–muchwider– issues
aswell.
“Over the past decade the

Commonwealth Games and
CommonwealthSporthavetrans-
formed into amovement repre-
sentingsocialchangeandseeking
tobuildpeaceful,sustainableand
prosperous communities across
theCommonwealth.TheCGFand
Gamesorganisershavesoughtto
address issuessurroundingcolo-
nial injustice, truthandreconcili-
ation,humanrights andbroader
issuesaddressinginequality,”the
spokespersonsaid.
Talwar, whose roots are in

Punjab, said there “wereanum-
berof frustrationsamongthecit-
izensof Birmingham, especially
amongtheblackandAsiancom-
munities,whohavebeenmoreaf-
fectedbecauseof Covid-19 than
ourwhitecounterparts”.
“Wefeltthatsomeofthework

theyweredoingwasperhapslazy,
disrespectful and sometimes
shameful,” Talwar said. “Around
46percentofBirmingham’spop-
ulationisnon-whiteBritish.There
is averybigPakistani and Indian
community. Themainsiteof the
CommonwealthGames, atPerry
BarinnorthBirmingham,issuper
diverse.Itisaround70-80percent
non-whiteBritish,”headded.
Given this demography, the

factthat19outofthe20members
oncrucial decision-makingbod-
ieswerewhiteBritonsdidnotsit
wellwiththelocalpeople,Talwar
said.Theexecutivemanagement
teamhadfivewhitemenandtwo
whitewomen,andtheboardofdi-
rectorshadsevenwhitemen,five
whitewomen,andoneblackman.
While Talwar’s campaign fo-

cussedontheabsenceofdiversity,
KehindeAndrews, professor of
Black Studies at Birmingham
University, said theGameswere
“problematic”becauseoftheiras-
sociationwithBritain’s colonial
past.“Itshouldbeatimetorevisit
thisbecausetheCommonwealth
isallaboutBritaintryingtomain-
tain somekindof symbolic link
backtoits imperialpast.Theem-
pire is still there in someways,”
Andrewshasbeenquotedassay-
ingbyBirminghamLive,thedigi-
talchannelofthelocaltabloid,The
BirminghamMail. “The city has
embracedit(theGames)because
it ismoney,whichisquiteagood
metaphorbecause theempire is
one of the things that built
Birmingham.We shouldn’t be
surprised the city embraced it,”
ProfAndrewssaid.
Talwar acknowledges the

CWG’s “connection to the em-
pire”, and concedes that the
“Commonwealthdoesn’tmean
much to a lot of people” in
Birmingham.
Buthe insists there is excite-

mentabouttheGamesbecauseit
is seen by the community as a
“catalystof change”. “This iswhy
thetoneofourletteriscollabora-
tive.Wewanttosolvetheissue,so
ourletterwasbasedonthatrather
than just bashing you over the
head,”Talwarsaid.

Sushant
On Friday,Maharashtra did

thesame.
TheEnforcementDirectorate

announcedFridayregistrationof
a case of money laundering
againstChakrabortyandherrela-
tives, reportedly based on the
BiharPolice'sFIR.Officialssaidthe
FIR showedprima facie siphon-
ing off of "over Rs 15 crore" be-
longing to Rajput, allegedly by
Chakraborty and others, into
"bankaccountsnotknowntothe

deceased actor". An official said
the accusedwould be called for
questioningnextweek.
The FIR against Chakraborty

andsixothershasbeen filedun-
derIPCsections306(abetmentof
suicide),341(wrongfulrestraint),
342(wrongfulconfinement),380
(theft in dwelling house), 406
(criminalbreachoftrust)and420
(cheating). Cheating falls under
the category of offences under
PreventionofMoneyLaundering
Act. Singhhas alleged that Rs 15
croreinanaccountheldbyRajput
hadgonemissing,whileon June
6, less thanaweekbeforeRajput
wasfounddead,Chakrabortyhad
cametohisplaceandtakenaway
manyofhisbelongings,including
cash, his laptop, ATM card and
other important documents.He
hadalso sought to invokeprovi-
sions of theMentalHealth Care
Act,accusingChakrabortyandher
family of putting pressure on
Rajput,causinghimto"crack".
Inavideostatementreleased

through her lawyers on Friday,
Chakrabortysaid, "Thetruthshall
prevail"."Ihaveimmensefaithin
god and the judiciary. I believe
thatIwillgetjustice.Eventhough
a lot of horrible things are being
said aboutmeon the electronic
media, I refrain fromcomment-
ingontheadviceofmylawyersas
the matter is sub-judice.
Satyamev Jayate, the truth shall
prevail,"theactorsaid.
TheNDAgovernmentinBihar

Friday said it would fight
Chakraborty's plea questioning
thestatepolice'sjurisdictioninin-
vestigating the case, and that it
wouldberepresentedintheapex
courtbyformerAttorneyGeneral
of IndiaMukulRohatgi.Thestate
governmentalsoquestionedthe
fact that theMumbai Policewas
yettofileanFIRinthecase.
Bihar Deputy CM Sushil

Kumar Modi accused the
MumbaiPoliceof "notcooperat-
ing"withtheBiharteamthatisin
thecityaspartofitsprobeintothe
FIRagainstChakraborty,andsaid
theCBIshouldtakeoverthecase.
The leaders ofModi's party the
BJP, its ally LJP, aswell as theop-
position party RJD, have allmet
Rajput's family anddemandeda
CBIprobe.CMNitishKumar,who
hasn't yet spokenon thematter,
hasalsomethisfamilymembers.
On Friday, JD(U)minister Jai

Kumar Singh said, "Our CMwill
first speak to hisMaharashtra
counterpart to demand a CBI
probe. If itdoesnotwork,hecan
also takeup thematterwithPM
NarendraModi ."
“The Maharashtra and

Mumbai Police are certainly ca-
pable of handling the case and
thereisnoneedtohandthemat-
terover totheCBI.Otherwise,all
the police forces in other states
should be dismissed. Are they
more capable thanMumbai or
Maharashtra Police?At least the
formerCMofthestateshouldre-
memberthattheyranthegovern-
ment for five yearswith help of
the police,”Maharashtra Chief
MinisterUddhavThackeray told
aMarathinewschannelwhilenot
naminganyone.Heurgedanyone
whohadanyinformationtocome
forwardandapproachthepolice.
"If the government does not act
on it, then you can level allega-
tions.Don’tfallpreytothepolitics
ofBJP,”headded.
TheMumbai Police has re-

taineditsAccidentalDeathReport
inthecase,andonFriday,anoffi-
cersaidtheyhadreceivedanemail
fromanother friendof Rajput's,
SiddharthPithani,sayingRajput's
familymemberswerepressuring
him to give a statement against
Chakraborty."Pithani’sstatement
hasbeenincludedinthepleafiled
byChakraborty in the Supreme
Court." TheMumbai Police has
maintained that it has so far not
foundanyevidenceoffoulplayor
abetment of suicide in Rajpur's
case. A senior officer said earlier
thisweekthathisaccounthadnot
shown any large transfers of
money.
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Sajad freed, Mufti detention extended

Mehbooba still held under PSA, some raise questions

conveyedtoLonethathewasno
longer under detention. Two
hourslater,whenhetriedtostep
outofhisChurchLane,Srinagar,
residence, sources in theparty
said, “itwas verbally conveyed
to him that he cannot address
the media or step out of his
house till August 5”.Members
of the People’s Conference, in-
cludingpartygeneral secretary
ImranAnsari,were,however,al-
lowedtomeetLone.
Thegovernmentspokesper-

son, Rohit Kansal, couldnot be
reachedforacomment.
Ansari told The Indian

Express, “This is a happymo-
ment.Wewere not expecting
the news of the release." He
added,"Wepreferthathe(Lone)
makehis ownstatements, and
thatwillhappenafterAugust5.”
People's Conference

spokesperson Adnan Ashraf
said, “It is ahappymoment for
our workers and supporters
whowereeagerlywaitingforhis

release.”Justasthespecialstatus
ofJ&KwasstrappedonAugust5
lastyear,Lonewaspickedupand
putunderdetentionattheSher-
e-Kashmir International
ConferenceCentrealongwith30
seniorpartyleadersfromdiffer-
entpoliticalparties.Hewasthen
movedtoSrinagar'sMLAhostel
and, in February, put under
housearrest.
Welcoming Lone’s release,

former chief minister Omar
Abdullah, who was released

fromdetentioninMarch,said,“I
hopeothers under similar ille-
gal detentionwill also be re-
leasedwithoutdelay.”
WhileAbdulGaniVakilnow

remains the sole People’s
Conference party leader still
confined, severalmembers of
the National Conference and
otherpartiescontinuetobeun-
derdetentionattheirhomes.On
July13,theNCfiledapetitionin
theJ&KHCseekingreleaseof16
of itsmembers.

waiting for a signal fromNew
Delhi to release Mehbooba
Mufti.“Nopoliticalleaderisun-
derPSA…Wedonotexpectany
troubleuponher release,” said
anofficial,whodidnotwish to
be named.When asked why
was shebeingkept in custody,
theofficial said: "That's aques-
tionmoreaptforNewDelhithan
Srinagar."
Another official said that

Mufti'scontinueddetentionhas
todomorewithpoliticsthanse-
curity.Theofficialsaidreleasing
her ahead of completion of a
yearsincetheabrogationandco-
incidingwith Eid,wouldhave
sentapositivesignaltoallpolit-
icalpartiesandotherstakehold-
ers.?
Someofficialssaidtheexten-

sionwas routine, and doesn’t
meanshewouldbenecessarily
keptunderdetention for three
more months. Both Farooq
Abdullah and his son Omar
AbdullahofNationalConference
werereleasedabouttwoweeks

and six weeks, respectively,
aheadof theexpiryof theirde-
tentionunderPSA.
Infact,Mufti’sdaughterIltija

Muftihas termedthe thirdPSA
against hermother as an “Eid
Gift” fromthegovernmentsay-
ing this would not deter her
motherfromexpressingherout-
rage against the “onslaught on
our dignity and constitutional
rights”. This is the second time
theHomeDepartmenthas ex-
tended the detention period.
“…theperiodofdetentionofMs
MehboobaMufti...beextended
foraperiodofthreemonthsand
shemaybelodgedatSubsidiary
Jail Fairview Gupkar road
Srinagar,”theordersaid.
MehboobaMufti,61,wasar-

restedonAugust5lastyear, the
daytheCentralgovernmentab-
rogated the special status of
JammuandKashmiranddown-
gradedthestateintotwoUnion
Territories. While Mufti was
lodgedunderpreventivedeten-
tion for six months, she was

bookedunderPSA in February
thisyearalongwithformerChief
MinisterandpoliticalrivalOmar
Abdullah.
InitsfirstPSAdossieragainst

Mufti,theadministrationhadre-
ferredtothegreencolourofher
party flag, the resemblance of
herparty’selectionsymbolwith
that of Muslim United Front
(MUF) – a conglomerate of
Valley parties that contested
elections in1987–andher re-
fusal to sign a bond that she
wouldnottalkaboutthescrap-
pingofArticle370asthereasons
forslappingPSAagainsther.
WhileAbdullahwasreleased

March 24,Mufti continued to
servedetention.OnApril 7, she
was shifted toher official resi-
dence that was declared as a
subsidiary jail by the govern-
ment.When her first PSA ex-
piredonMay5,itwasextended
foranotherthreemonths.
Mufti’s daughter Iltija told

The IndianExpress that shewas
hopinghermotherwouldbere-

leasedonEid. “Because every-
bodywas gradually being re-
leased, I alsoheard that every-
bodywouldbe releasedbyEid.
But today, in an Eid gift, they
(government)havegivenusthis
newPSAorder,”Itijasaid.
“Justlikethespecialstatusis

apoliticaldecisionandnotaju-
dicialone, I think, the releaseof
detaineeshere isalsoapolitical
decision.Itisobvioustheydon’t
wantanykindofnormalcy,they
want their ownversionof nor-
malcy,theywanttheirownnar-
rativeandtheywantpeoplehere
just tokeeptalkingaboutstate-
hood”.
Iltija said the third PSA

againsthermotherwouldn’tde-
terherandshewouldspeakup
whensheisfree.“Obviouslyshe
isgoingtotalkaboutwhatthey
havedone. It is not only anon-
slaught ondignity but also on
our constitutional rights. These
rightswere guaranteedby the
constitution and they were
takenaway,”shesaid.
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Mumbai: The BMC has invited
ExpressionofInterest(EOI)onac-
quisitionoflandfortheconstruc-
tion of a 5000-bed hospital in
viewoftheCovid-19pandemic.
The civic bodywill acquire

around20acres landfor thepro-
posedhospital,which shouldbe
close to the Western Express
Highway and Eastern Express
Highway, and shouldhave a90-
footwideaccessibledevelopment
roadplan.
BMChasinvitedlandowners

anddeveloperswhohaveaclear
title and dispute-free land. The
hospitalwillbesetupinthesub-
urbs,whichmayaidtheMumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR),
whichhaspoorhealthinfrastruc-
ture. “FordealingwithCovid-19,
theavailabilityof largeandwell-

equippedhealth care facilities
isofutmostimportance,"acivic
official said. "In a Covid task-
forcemeeting, whichwas at-
tended by the Chief Minister
and theBMCCommissioner, it
was decided to have a 5000-
bedded and well-equipped
hospital, whichwill cater to a
large number of patients dur-
ingthepandemic.”
However, BJP leaders have

targeted the civic administra-
tionontheproposal. “Thecivic
bodyhasalreadysetup jumbo
Covid care facilities inNESCO,
Goregaon,NSCIDomeandRace
Course.Whatistheneedof the
new5000-bedhospital,thattoo
whenall other facilities areva-
cant?”askedPravinChheda,BJP
leaderfromGhatkopar. ENS

BMC invites EOI on acquisition
of land for 5,000-bed hospital

Mumbai:Tominimisetheriskof
transmission of virus from a
Covid-19 patient, JJ hospital has
improvised a ‘Covid transport
kawach’,aglass-coveredprotec-
tivechamber(photographonleft)
withpositiveandnegativepres-
sure, towheelpatients todiffer-
ent departments for X-ray, CT
scan, intubationorsonography.
Holes fitted with gloves on

either side of the chamberwill
allow hospital staff contactless
assess to a patient. It has been
fashioned at the cost of Rs
40,000.
DrAjayBhandarwar,headof

surgery department in the hos-
pital, said, “We were coming
across increasing cases where
healthcareworkers are getting
infected from patients. We
reachedouttoafewengineersto
create a chamber that could be
used to transfer a patient from
onedepartmenttoanother.This
is being used in Africa, Mexico,
andtheUS,butimportingsucha
chamberwouldcostRs2-3lakh.”
The hospital authorities said

themodelwouldbereplicatedto
use for not just Covid-19 cases,
butalsotuberculosisandmenin-
gitispatients. ENS

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI, JULY31

WITHSCANTrainfallinthecatch-
mentareasofthesevenlakesthat
supplydrinkingwatertothecity,
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has an-
nounceda20percentcut inwa-
tersupplyfromAugust5.
WhiletheBMChaddecidedto

imposewatercutsfromAugust1,
thedecisionwasdeferreddue to
Eidal-Adha,officialssaid.
“Thesupplycutisimposedso

that thewater stock lasts in the
city for the remainingpartof the
year.Wearemonitoringthesitu-
ation/waterstockinthelakes.We
canreviewthedecisiononce the
waterstockrises,”saidAdditional
Municipal Commissioner
(Projects), P Velrasu,who is also
the in-charge of theHydraulics
department.
Thecityrequires4,200million

litres of water daily (MLD) of
which the BMC supplies 3,800
MLD. On Friday, the totalwater
stock in the seven lakes was
recordedat4.99lakhmillionlitres,
whichis34.49percentof thefull
capacity of the reservoirs. Last
year, the total water stockwas
recordedat85.68percentonthe
sameday.
Thesevenlakesshouldhavea

cumulative14.5lakhmillionlitres
stockbyOctober 1 for the city to

gowithoutawatercutfortherest
of theyear,officialssaid.
Mumbai drawswater from

Bhatsa,Middle Vaitarna, Upper
Vaitarna,TansaandModakSagar,
which are in Thane andNashik
districts.Thoughthecityreceived
heavy showers in July, rainfall in
thecatchmentareasof thesefive
lakeswas very poor. Of the two
lakes locatedwithincity limits in
theSanjayGandhiNationalPark,
Tulsi lakehadoverflowedonJuly
28.Atleastthreelakeshadstarted
tooverflowbyJuly30lastyear,of-
ficialssaid.
Bhatsa lake, amajor supplier

ofwatertothecity,isat38.38per
cent(2,77,351millionlitres)of its
capacity. The lake also supplies
watertoneighbouringThaneand
Bhiwandi.Inthe24hours,ending
at 6 am Friday, Bhatsa lake re-
ceived 2mm of rain. Between
June1andJuly31, ithasreceived
atotalof1,082mmrain.
InNovember 2018, BMChad

ordered10per cent cut inwater
supplyvolumeandanother15per
cent cut in supply timingswhen
the total stock in the seven lakes
stoodat76percentofthetotalca-
pacity.Thecivicbodyhadthenan-
nounced that the cutwould re-
main in place tillmonsoonnext
year.Afteragoodrain,thecutwas
revokedinJuly2019.
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(` in crores)
EXTRACT OF CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2020

Particulars
Quarter ended Year ended

June 30, 2020 March 31, 2020 June 30, 2019 March 31, 2020
Unaudited Audited Unaudited Audited

Revenue from operations 31,983.06 62,492.96 61,466.99 261,067.97
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period (before tax and exceptional items) (6,186.95) (6,512.30) (3,129.36) (7,708.54)
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period before tax (after exceptional items) (6,183.73) (9,312.95) (3,238.18) (10,579.98)
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after exceptional items) (8,384.22) (9,671.25) (3,434.25) (10,975.23)
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax, share of Profit/(Loss) of joint ventures and associates (8,443.98) (9,863.75) (3,679.66) (11,975.23)
Total Comprehensive Income/(Loss) for the period (15,883.58) (3,665.64) (5,077.87) (470.76)
Paid-up equity share capital (face value of `2 each) 719.54 719.54 679.22 719.54
Reserves excluding revaluation reserve (as per balance sheet of previous accounting year) 62,358.99
Earnings/(loss) per share (EPS)
A. Ordinary shares (face value of `2 each)
(a) Basic EPS ` (23.46) (27.50) (10.89) (34.88)
(b) Diluted EPS ` (23.46) (27.50) (10.89) (34.88)
B. 'A' Ordinary shares (face value of `2 each)
(a) Basic EPS ` (23.46) (27.50) (10.89) (34.88)
(b) Diluted EPS ` (23.46) (27.50) (10.89) (34.88)

Not annualised
EXTRACT OF STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2020

Particulars
Quarter ended Year ended

June 30, 2020 March 31, 2020 June 30, 2019 March 31, 2020
Audited

Revenue from operations 2,686.87 9,732.87 13,351.91 43,928.17
Net Loss for the period (before tax and exceptional items) (2,141.38) (2,215.06) (39.74) (4,616.42)
Net Loss for the period before tax (after exceptional items) (2,190.26) (4,785.83) (47.67) (7,127.34)
Net Loss for the period after tax (after exceptional items) (2,190.64) (4,871.05) (97.10) (7,289.63)
Total Comprehensive Loss for the period (2,154.24) (5,183.01) (147.45) (7,668.35)
Paid-up equity share capital (face value of `2 each) 719.54 719.54 679.22 719.54
Reserves excluding revaluation reserve (as per balance sheet of previous accounting year) 17,668.11
Earnings/(loss) per share (EPS)
A. Ordinary shares (face value of `2 each)
(a) Basic EPS ` (6.09) (13.54) (0.29) (21.06)
(b) Diluted EPS ` (6.09) (13.54) (0.29) (21.06)
B. 'A' Ordinary shares (face value of `2 each)
(a) Basic EPS ` (6.09) (13.54) (0.29) (21.06)
(b) Diluted EPS ` (6.09) (13.54) (0.29) (21.06)

Not annualised
The above Standalone results include the Company’s proportionate share of income and expenditure in its two Joint Operations, namely Tata Cummins Private Limited and Fiat India Automobiles
Private Limited. Below are supplementary details of Tata Motors Limited on standalone basis excluding interest in the aforesaid two Joint Operations:

DETAILS OF STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS EXCLUDING INTEREST IN JOINT OPERATIONS

Particulars
Quarter ended Year ended

June 30, 2020 March 31, 2020 June 30, 2019 March 31, 2020
Revenue from operations 2,478.29 9,553.49 12,980.18 42,963.03
Loss before tax (2,238.45) (4,798.76) (128.49) (7,313.57)
Loss after tax (2,236.23) (4,905.78) (148.16) (7,453.98)
Note:
1 The above results were reviewed and recommended by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on July 31, 2020. The Statutory

Auditors have carried out an audit of the standalone results and a limited review of the consolidated financial results for the quarter ended June 30, 2020.
2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarter and year ended Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations

and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the quarterly Financial Results are available on the Company’s website at www.tatamotors.com/
investor/results-press-releases/ as well as on the website of the National Stock Exchange of India Ltd at www.nseindia.com and BSE Ltd at www.bseindia.com.

Tata Motors Limited
Guenter Butschek

Austria, July 31, 2020 CEO & Managing Director
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Indian Institute of Management Tiruchirappalli

Pudukkottai Main Road, Chinna Sooriyur Village,

Tiruchirappalli - 620 024, Tamil Nadu

Recruitment of Non-Teaching Staff On-contract /Regular

Advertisement No.: EST-II/A-02/2020/002

Indian Institute of Management Tiruchirappalli invites applications

for the following Non-Teaching positions On-contract / Regular

basis on or before 21.08.2020:

Chief Administrative Officer (On-contract)

Financial Adviser and Chief Accounts Officer (Regular)

Manager (EEC) (On-contract)

For full details regarding qualification, experience, job profile, terms

& conditions and other requirements, please visit our website:

https://www.iimtrichy.ac.in/careers-non-teaching

RAPIDANTIGENTESTS

14,527 of BMC’s
SWM dept
staffers tested,
0.8% infected

BMCannounces
20%cut in
water supply
fromAugust 5

JJ hospital improvises ‘Covid
transport kawach’ for
contactless transfer of patients

Holes fittedwithglovesoneithersideof thechamberwillallowJJhospital stafferscontactlessaccess toapatient. Express

LAXMANSINGH
MUMBAI, JULY31

ONLY0.8%offrontlineworkersfrom
the Solid Waste Management
(SWM)departmenthavetestedpos-
itive for Covid-19 in the rapid anti-
gen tests conducted by the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
CorporationsinceJuly24.
Atotalof14,527staffersfromthe

department, most of whom are
from the conservancyworkers in-
volved in garbage collection and
wastemanagement,besidessuper-
visory staff have undergone rapid
antigen tests, civic officials said. Of
thetotal,14,410workerstestedneg-
ativeforthevirus.
Onlyfourofthe117stafferswho

were found positive are sympto-
maticandtheyhavebeenshiftedto
CovidCareCentres,officialsadded.
Themaximumnumberofrapid

antigentests,on1,652staffers,were
conductedinPNorth(Malad)ward,
followed by 1,625 at D ward
(MalabarHill, Grant Road). Fifteen
positivecaseswerereportedfromD
ward,whileGNorthward (Dadar,
Dharavi)had13cases.Rapidantigen
detectiontestsarequickerandtake
upto30minutesascomparedtoRT-
PCRtestswhichtypicallytakeatleast
24hours to provide results. As per
ICMRguidelines,symptomaticper-
sonswhotestnegativeforCovid-19
in therapidantigentests shouldbe
followedupwithanRT-PCRtest.
Additional Municipal

CommissionerSureshKakanisaidif
astaffer,whohastestednegativefor
Covid-19 in the rapid antigen test,
developssymptomsoftheinfection
later then they can go for RT-PCR
tests.“Wehavedevelopedamecha-
nism under which if any staffer
shows symptoms then the junior
overseer,whoisin-chargeoflabour-
ers, will inform the respective
AssistantEngineerssothattheycan
undergoRT-PCR tests. Thepositive
thing is thatsofarveryfewstaffers,
whohave alreadyundergoneanti-
gentests,haveshownsymptomsfor
theviraldisease,”Kakanisaid.
A total of 27,000 labourers and

4,000NGOworkersintheSWMde-
partment are engaged in waste
management, while there are
around3,500supervisorystaff.The
BMCplanstotestallthedepartment
staffers andhasprocuredone lakh
testkitsinthefirstweekofJulyfrom
aSouthKoreanfirm.“Thedrivewill
goonandall the frontlineworkers
will be tested.We are conducting
specialtestingcampsinschoolsand
near SWMchowkies,” an official
fromtheSWMdepartmentsaid.



EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,JULY31

THECONGRESS on Friday ques-
tionedtheprocessfollowedinthe
appointment of Maharashtra’s
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO),
mountingyetanotheroffensivein
acontroversypertainingtothead-
vertisingagencyhiredbythe lat-
ter for publicity just before 2019
Assemblypolls.
InalettertotheChiefElection

Commissioner, state Congress
general secretary and party’s
spokesperson, Sachin Sawant,
said:“Thereareseriousquestions
with regards to the procedures
followedfortheappointment.”
Baldev Singh, aMaharashtra

cadreIASofficerofthe1989batch,
iscurrentlyoccupyingthepost.He
was appointed last July, which
was three months before the
Assembly pollswere due in the
state. The appointment cameal-
mostimmediatelyafterhisrepa-
triationtothestatecadre.
Sawant alleged that the

Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC)hasorderedaninvestigation
into allegations of misuse of
powerandpositionagainstSingh
onMay11,2018,whenhewasthe
development commissioner of
theUnionCommerceMinistry’s
Santacruz Electronics Export
ProcessingZoneinMumbai.
“There is a pending vigilance

inquiryorderedbytheCVCinthis
regard,”saidSawant.
HeaddedthattheComptroller

andAuditor General (CAG) had
alsopassedstricturesagainstsen-
ior officials at SEEPZ in the same
matter, which dealt with the
award of a capital
workscontractandadditionalex-
penditure sanctioned for the
same, in alleged deviation from
norms.
Singh, when contacted, re-

futedCongress’allegationsasbe-
ing “sad,mischievous andmis-
leading”.
Taking to twitter to rubbish

theaccusations,hewrote,“These
areabsolutelyfalse,untrueandin-

correct allegations. The capital
worksbeing referredwere allot-
ted to the contractor before the
present CEO had joined as
Development Commissioner,
SEEPZ. All the payments to the
contractorwere also releasedby
thepredecessor.Alldetailsinthis
regardhavebeensharedwiththe
competentauthorities.”
TheCEO’sofficepointedtoan

official document by Union
MinistryofCommercedatedJuly
3, 2020,whichwasalso released
by theCongress, stating that the
nameof the CEOwas notmen-
tionedinthecase.
As per norms, the Election

Commission of India (ECI) ap-
pointsaservingcivilservantfrom
a panel recommended by the
stategovernment.
Last July,whenSinghwasap-

pointed,theBJPwasstillinpower
inthestate.
Raising questions over the

process employed, the
Congress has asked if then state
government was aware of the
pendinginquiryinthematterand
had informed theE.CI about it. It
has also askedwhether the ECI
hadconsultedtheCVCinthemat-
ter. Singh’s office had earlier re-
fusedallegationsofappointingan
agencyallegedlyassociatedwith
theBJP forpublicityworkbefore
the Assembly polls, even as the
Congress asked the ECI to probe
thecharge.
TheECIhad sought anexpla-

nationinthematterfromSingh’s
officeinwakeofRTIactivistSaket
Gokhale allegingonTwitter that
theMaharashtraCEOhad “hired
theBJP IT Cell for handling their
socialmedia”beforetheelection.
Gokhalehadsaidthatthegov-

ernment-empanelled agency,
Signpost India, employedby the
CEO,shareditsregisteredaddress
with another agency that was
owned by Dave – the national
convenorofITandsocialmediaof
BJP’s youthwing. Singhhad last
weekdenied any “direct or indi-
rect connection”with Devang
Daveandhisagency.
Takingoff fromGokhale’s al-

legation,theCongresshasalleged
thatthe“voterdatabasesandde-
mographicsweremadeavailable
to theBJP throughthesocialme-
dia agency,” a charge that had
beendeniedbySingh.
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THEDECISIONbythegovernment
toprovidepre-recruitmenttrain-
ing to students of theminority
community to help them clear
policeentranceexams inonly14
districtsofMaharashtrahasbeen
questionedbyactivists,whohave
demanded that the scheme
shouldcovertheentirestate.
“All districts should provide

coaching tominority students.
However,ofthe36districts,train-
ingwillbeprovidedthisyearonly
in14districtswhere theMuslim
population is less,” said former
minority commission chairman
NaseemSiddiqui.
The said schemehas been in

operation inMaharashtra since
2009 andwas implemented as
part of the PrimeMinister's 15-
pointprogrammeforminorities.
The scheme entails providing
trainingtoyouthfromtheminor-
itycommunity tocrack thewrit-
tenandphysicalexaminationsof
policeentranceexams.
These training programmes

arerunbyNGOsidentifiedbythe
government,whichspendsacu-

mulativeRs1.5croreeveryyearto
runsuchcentres inall the36dis-
tricts.
Fortheyear2020-21,however,

only14suchtrainingcentreswill
be set up inWardha, Gadchiroli,
Amravati, Nanded, Jalna, Pune,
Yuvatmal, Parbhani, Solapur,
Aurangabad, Buldhan, Nashik,
BeedandAkola.Fortheyear2019-
20,too,12districtshadbeeniden-
tified.
“Most NGOs that have been

taskedwith running these pro-
grammesarenotrunbymembers
of theminority community. The
state needs to ensure thatNGOs
run by minorities are given a
chancetoruntheseprogrammes
toincreasetheirefficiency,”social
activistMAKhalidsaid.
Stateminority development

departmentofficialssaidthatthe
districtswere selectedbasedon
theinterestshownbyNGOstorun
the programme. “An advertise-
mentwas issuedand thosewho
respondedandmet therequisite
requirementswere asked to run
thisprogramme.Allnormswere
followedwhile identifying these
NGOs,”aseniorofficialsaid.
While the government has

stoppedprovidingdataonthere-
ligious compositionof thepolice
force since 2014, the National
CrimeRecordsBureaurecordsfor
2014 shows thatMuslimsmake
up only 3.81 per cent of
Maharashtra'spoliceforce.

SANDEEPASHAR
MUMBAI, JULY31

THE STATE government on
Friday decided to approach the
Centre for an immediate hand-
ing over of a 46-acre plot at
MatungainMumbai,whichisto
be used for setting up transit
shelters for the relocationof the
slum dwellers affected by the
DharaviRedevelopmentproject.
The decisionwas taken dur-

ingareviewmeetingattendedby
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Housing Minister
Jitendra Awhad and senior bu-
reaucrats.
Whencontacted,Awhadsaid

that Uddhav will personally
speak to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Railways
Minister Piyush Goyal to expe-
dite thehandover.
Spread over 2.4 sq km,

Dharavi ishometosome60,000
families and 8.5 lakh people. It
hassofarreported2,556casesof
Covid-19. Once a Covid-19
hotspot, ithassucceeded in flat-

tening the curve and reported
only five new cases on Friday.
According to the local ward of-
fice, Dharavi has 77 active cases
asofnow.
Awhadsaidthattherecannot

be a more opportune time to
push for the redevelopment of
theslum.“Amajorfactorbehind
thespreadof theinfectioninthe
areawasthehighdensityofpop-
ulation and the lack of quality
healthcare,”headded.
In a letterpreviouslywritten

totheCM,Awhadhadsaid,“You
won’tgetamoreappropriateop-
portunitytopushDharavi’srede-
velopment,whichwillleadtoits
overall social and economic up-
liftment.”

Thestategovernmenthasal-
ready paid Rs 800 crore to the
Railways for theMatunga land.
Located barely a stone’s throw
away from India’s richest busi-
ness district, the Bandra Kurla
Complex,Dharavisitsonaprime
land. Its revamp has been on
every political party’s agenda
since 2004, but it has failed to
takeoff so far.
In November 2018, then

DevendraFadnavisgovernment,
too, had approved a newmodel
for theslum’sredevelopment.
In theglobalbiddingprocess

that following, Dubai-based in-
frastructure firm SECLINK
Technologies Corporation (STC)
had emerged as the top bidder,
havingcommittedtoanupfront
capital investment of Rs 7,100
crore for theRs 26,000 crore re-
vampplan.
On March 8, 2019, the

Dharavi Redevelopment Project
Authority, a state-run SPV, had
evenissuedaLetterofIntimation
recognising STC as the topmost
bidderanddeclaredthegovern-
ment’sintentionofawardingthe

contract to the firm.
But there has been little

progress since them, with the
governmentseekinglegalopin-
ion on whether the tendering
process for the revamp itself
had been vitiated due to the
subsequent development
wheretheRailways landwasto
be taken over. The only other
bidder in the tender was the
AdaniGroup.
Meanwhile, in ameeting of

the executive board of the Slum
Rehabilitation Authority (SRA),
Uddhav gave a go-ahead to the
creation of a stress fund to pro-
videanalternativefundingroute
forstuckandongoingslumrede-
velopment projects. This will
now come up for the state
Cabinet’sapproval.
Various concessions that

couldbeextendedtodevelopers
to expedite redevelopment of
slumswerediscussed.
Theboardalsoclearedapro-

posal toreplicateMumbai’sSRA
model to other parts of the
MumbaiMetropolitanAreaand
majorcities.

SAGARRAJPUT
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THEONLYthingthat20-year-old
ZeeshanSiddiquihastoshowfor
his intrepid journey from
Osmanabad to the borders of
Pakistan is a broken tooth and a
bruisedego.
Siddiqui had undertaken a

1,200-km trip during the lock-
down,firstonabicycleandthen
on a bike, from Osmanabad in
MaharashtratoKutchinGujarat
in an attempt to cross over to
Pakistan to meet his alleged
Pakistani girlfriend before he
wasapprehendedbytheBorder
Security Force (BSF) on July16.
After a debriefing fromboth

the Gujarat Police and the

Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad(ATS),Siddiquireturnedto
Osmanabadearlierthisweekand
vowedneveragaintoreachoutto
the20-year-oldPakistaniwoman,
whom he had allegedly con-
nectedwithon socialmedia be-
causeoftheirloveforanIndianTV
serial.
“I was in love with her and

couldn’t think of anything else
apart fromseeing her,” Siddiqui
saidonwhywithjustRs8,000in
his pocket and a bicycle, he
abruptly decided to leave for
Karachi.
He got in touch with the

womanon Facebook in 2015. “I
hadclearedClassXandwasnew
to Facebook then. While dis-
cussingadailysoapinagroup,we
gotintouch.Afewdayslater,Isent

her a friend request andwebe-
camefriends,”hesaid.
As the two chattedmore of-

ten,theysharedcontactnumbers
andwentontomakebothaudio
and video calls. “After a few
months,wefellinlove.Thiswent
ontill2017.Shehadeventoldher
parents about our relationship.
She demanded the same from
me,butaswewere tooyoungto
discusssuchthingswithparents,
I did not,” said Siddiqui onwhy
their two-year-old relationship
ended.
However,earlythisyear,when

he was in Hyderabad, the ro-
mance was rekindled. The
woman is said to have told him
about her parents' insistence on
getting hermarried, following
whichhedecidedtoembarkona

“rescuemission”.
Siddiquihadplannedtoleave

forPakistaninMarch,butthena-
tionwide lockdown was an-
nounced and all international
flightswere cancelled. “I didn't
evenhave apassport. Due to the
pandemic,nopassportswerealso
being issued. I wanted to go to
Karachilegallyandthuswaswait-
ingforthelockdowntogetover,”
hesaid.
Butasthelockdownkeptget-

tingextendedandtherewasafear
that thewomanmight getmar-
ried,Siddiquidecidedtoleavefor
Karachi.Hehad initiallyplanned
to work in Karachi for a few
months before asking the
woman'sparentsforherhand.
HescrolledthroughGooglefor

adayandascertainedhowtoen-

terPakistan.OnJuly9,hebought
a bicycle for Rs 1,500. Twodays
later,helefthishouse.
He reachedAhmednagar the

next day,whenhe realised that
cycling till the borderwould be
difficult,andhenceboughtasec-
ond-handbikeforRs3,000. “The
bikewas in a bad shape... on the
first evening, its spark plug got
damaged and it slipped,” said
Siddiqui,wholosthistoothinthe
accidentandsustainedbruiseson
thefaceandhands.“Still Ididnot
stop,” he said. “Mere andar ek
junoonsawaartha.”
After having his meals in

dhabas and restingovernight on
footpaths andbus stops for four
days,hereachedRannofKutchon
July16.“Iwasintouchwiththegirl
all this while. She knew I was

comingandshealwaysopposed
it,”hesaid.
Afterwalkingforover10hours

inthedesert,BSFjawansstopped
himjust1.5kmbefore the India-
Pakistan border. He was then
handedover to theKutchpolice.
Siddiquiwasbookedforviolating
lockdown norms and under
CriminalAmendmentActforille-
gallyenteringprohibitedareas.
“I spent two-and-a-half days

in jail and fivedays inpolice cus-
tody,” he said. He was then
brought toOsmanabadandafter
beingquestionedbythelocalpo-
lice for twodays, hewashanded
overtohisfamily.HisfatherSalim
said, “I amrelieved thatbyGod’s
grace,my son is backwith us... I
will see to it that hedoesn’t chat
withhereveragain.”
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MUMBAIISsetforasubduedEid-
al-Adha on Saturday after Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray re-
fusedtoprovideanyrelaxationfor
the festival in viewof the coron-
aviruspandemic.
On Friday, several Muslim

leaders, including elected repre-
sentatives,expresseddisappoint-
ment for failing to get a fresh set
ofstandardoperatingprocedures
(SOPs)fromthestategovernment
forferryinganimalsfortheritual-
isticsacrifice.
“While the state government

had directed that goats be pur-
chasedonline,forthesacrifice,an-
imals had to be brought to
Mumbai. However, over the last
fewdays vehicles carrying ani-
mals were stopped at various
places by the police, who ex-
pressed their helplessness.We
triedtoreachouttoallleaders,but
without success. Iwould apolo-
gise to the people for not being
abletomakethegovernmentsee
ourpointofview,”CongressMLA
from Bandra East, Zeeshan
Siddique,said.
FormerMLAYusuf Abrahani

Friday staged a protest outside
AzadMaidanafter the state gov-
ernment refusedtograntanyre-

laxationsforthefestival.
Inahostof guidelines, issued

for the festival, the state govern-
menthadearlier urged thepeo-
pletooffersymbolicsacrificesthis
year inviewof theCovid-19out-
break,buthadallowedsaleofan-
imals on the Internet or through
calls. It hadalso cancelled sale of
animalsattheprominentDeonar
market. Over the lastweek, sev-
eral trucks ferrying animals for
saleintothecitywerestoppedby
the police and turned away.
Traders alleged it had led to the
deathofseveralanimals.
Wishing people for Eid-al-

Adha,SamajwadiPartyleaderand
MankhurdMLAAbuAsimAzmi

said, “The inconvenience caused
to thepeople for Eid celebration
as theMaharashtra government
backtracked on its promisewill
notgowaste.”
Meanwhile, CongressMLA

fromMumbadevi, Amin Patel,
said, “Wehad tried our best but
have been let downby the state
government.”Congressisapartof
the three-party alliance govern-
mentinthestate. Patelsaidhehas
urgedthepeopletocelebrateEid
inalow-keymannerwithproper
disposal of garbage “forwhich
dustbinshavebeenprovidedatall
locations in Mumbadevi con-
stituency”.
OnFriday,thecitypoliceurged

theQureshcommunitytoensure
thatnoanimalsacrificetookplace
intheopenandsocial-distancing
normswerestrictlyadheredto.To
avoidmasscongregation,thestate
governmenthas alsourgedpeo-
pletooffernamazattheirhome.
According toGulrezQureshi,

city president of All Jamaitul
Quresh,peoplehavebeenissued
atokenbasedonwhichonlytwo
membersfromafamilywillcome
withtheiranimalsforperforming
the sacrifice. “Wehaveurged all
people toensurestrict socialdis-
tancingandweartheirmaskeven
while distributingmeat among
their friends and family,” said
Gulrez.

TheBombayHighCourt had
alsodirected theBrihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) to
issueacircular,byFridayevening,
indicating regulatory steps and
procedures to be followed at
DeonarAbattoirforEid.TheBMC
subsequently allowed the sacri-
fice of 150water buffaloes at the
abattoirbetween6amand6pm
with strict social-distancing and
hygienestandards.Thiswillbeal-
lowedbetweenAugust1and3.
Thecourt,whilehearingaplea

filed by Al-Quereshi Human
Welfare Association, had said,
“Thecelebrationshavetobeona
lower scale this timedue to the
pandemicsituation.”

SADAFMODAK
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ALIHUSSAINAnsari finallyman-
aged to board a Shramik Special
train on Friday evening for his
hometown Hazaribagh in
Jharkhandafteroverfourmonths
of being strandedwithoutwork
inMumbai.
ThelastShramiktrainthathad

left the city was on June 30, to
Manipur. Ansari neither had
money to board the other trains
that had started operations nor
couldhemanagetofindajobde-
spite the gradual opening up of
thecity.
Ansariworkedasaloaderina

garment factory's godown in
southMumbai.Thegodownwas
alsohishome,aswasthecasefor
fiveothersfromHazaribagh,allof
whomhadcome toMumbai to-
getherinJanuary.
ThejobpaidhimRs9,000,but

he had barelyworked for two-
and-a-half months when
Mumbai started shutting down
fromthe secondweekofMarch,
followed by the lockdown on
March22.Hecountshimself for-
tunate that he could continue

sleepinginthegodown.Forfood,
he had to depend on ration and
fooddistributedbysocial groups
inthearea.
During the lockdown, his at-

temptstoreturntoJharkhandre-
mained unsuccessful. But this
Thursday, he received the call he
hadbeenwaitingforallthesedays
– he had been listed for the
Shramiktrainthatwouldtake70
other passengers like him from
Bandra Terminus to Giridh in
Jharkhand. The five others inhis
grouparealsoreturningwithhim.
Justbeforethelockdownwas

imposed,theyhadtriedtoreturn
homeby train. A part of a larger
groupofwomenand senior citi-
zens, they could not board the
crowdedtrain.“Hiringprivateve-
hicleswere alsonot anoptionas
wedidnothaveenoughmoney,”
Ansarisaid.Evenasmanymigrant
workershavebegunreturningto
thestateforwork,stayingbackis
notanoptionforAnsari.“Wecon-
tinued to stay in the godown
without earning anymoney, our
savings dwindling. We would
havestayedbackif therewasany
hopeofworkresumingsoonbut
the employer does not have any
clarityonthematter,”hesaid.
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4,22,118
TOTALPOSITIVECASES
INMAHARASHTRA
ActiveCases 1,50,662
NewCases 10,320
TotalDeaths 14,994
NewDeaths 265
Quarantined 9,39,092
Tested 21.30 lakh

1,14,284
TOTALPOSITIVE
CASESINMUMBAI
NewCases 1,085
TotalDeaths 6,353
NewDeaths 53

EID-AL-ADHATODAY

No fresh SOPs from state govt leave Muslim leaders
disappointed, urge people to keep celebrations low key

Congress questions
process followed to
appoint state CEO
BaldevSinghsays
allegations false
&mischievous

NaviMumbaicivicstaffers
conductdoor-to-door
screeningonFriday.
AmitChakravarty

AMID LOCKDOWN

Osmanbad man’s intrepid journey towards Pakistan for love

Stuck in Mumbai for
4 months without
work, labourer finally
boards train home

MigrantworkerswaitoutsideBandraTerminus inMumbai
onFriday. PradipDas

Activists say
schemeshould
coverentirestate

Govt to train Muslims
in only 14 districts for
police entrance exams

CM topersonallyspeak
toPrimeMinister
NarendraModiand
RailwaysMinister
PiyushGoyal to
expedite thehandover

DHARAVIREDEVELOPMENT

To push project, state to ask
Centre for immediate release
of 46-acre Railways land
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KEYONKEYON Publicity- Official
advertising agency all
newspapers, Loksatta
accepts all kinds of
advertising. Reasonable
rates. WhatsApp/
Email- 9653683498/
9920992393/ 0222825307.

0070703019-3

ADVERTISEMENTS

SERVICES

DADARDADAR Circle Prime
Mumbai registered 40
years PAGDI redevelop-
ment Maternity Nursing
Home Full OT Doctors
Only WhatsApp
982OO25460.

0050166545-1

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY

II Shubhangi Ladu
Sawai-Desai declared
that,after my marriage
(marriage date-
13-08-2017) my new
name Mrs.Shubhangi
Madan Desai. I say that
the above names are of
one and the same per-
son and she is me.
(Mrs. Shubhangi Madan
Desai) new name.

0070710111-1

CHANGE OF NAME

PERSONAL

HomeHome Tuition VIII, IX, X,
State Board, ICSE, CBSE,
XI, XII, Commerce,
Science F.Y. S.Y.
T.Y.B.Com. Sawant Sir-
9820649468/ 9324617991.

0070660167-6

TUITION/ TUTORS

100%100% Passing guarantee.
Khardikar Classes. VII
fail...? Direct X, XI fail...?
Direct XII. Dombivli,
Thane, Badlapur, Diva,
Titwala- 9820627580,
9820904646.

0070703017-3

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

FRESHFRESH Chicken Trading
Big birds 87/-kg., Small
birds 97/- kg., Turbhe
Naka, Navi Mumbai.
Mobile: 9769468897.

0070708740-1

ZORABIANZORABIAN Today’s Ex-
Farm Live Broiler Rate
Rs. 78/- Retail Market
Rate Rs. 109/-. Mobile:
8879050887/ 9372663242.
Office: 022-26604937/
38/ 39.

0070699423-1

S.S. K.K. Patel Small: 105/-,
Big: 99/-. 8082040343/
24460095/ 24459098. To
Subscribe To Paper
Rate & Purchase Rate.
9320460095/ 9930193010.

0070703558-2

AMIRAMIR Broiler at Mumbai :
Today’s live broiler rate
Rs. 107/- Contact :
Phone : 022-23860517 /
022-25251901/ 022-
25664073. 0070706425-2

VENCOBBVENCOBB Ex-Farm
Yesterday’s price in
Pune Rs. 77/-.
Suggested Retail Price
is Rs. 95/-.

0070701559-3

POULTRY

BUSINESS

''IMPORTANT''

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contents. The Indian Express (P.) Limited
cannot be held responsible for such contents,
nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies,
associations or individuals advertising in its
newspapers or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers make necessary
inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

FURNITURE & FIXTURES

To place your ad
in Classifieds call:

Sanjeev :
9967552226
Jitendra :

9930966193
Vinay Yadav :
8451957053

TThhee IInnddiiaann EXPRESS

COL VASANTH V, ASHOK CHAKRA

(POSTHUMOUS)

25 Mar 1967 - 31 Jul 2007

In fond memory of our gallant Commanding
Officer who supreme sacrifice in the service of
the nation at Uri (J&K) on this day. You will
forever remain in our hearts.

Col Prashant Kumar Singh, SM, CO and All Ranks of 9
MARATHA LI (NASHAK NAUVVI), ASHOK CHAKRA BATTALION

LNK SHASHIKANT BACHHAV, SHAURYA

CHAKRA (POSTHUMOUS)

01 Jun 1979 - 31 Jul 2007

In fond remembrance of our valiant soldier
who made the most noble service to the
nation at Uri (J&K) on this day. We salute
you and pledge never to let your sacrifice go
in vain.

Col Prashant Kumar Singh, SM, CO and All Ranks of 9
MARATHA LI (NASHAK NAUVVI), ASHOK CHAKRA BATTALION
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Save Energy for the
Benefit of Self and Nation

The date of Sale and opening of tender for Design, Manufacture, Supply,
Transportation, Insurance, Erection, Testing and Commissioning of 3 nos.
500 kVA, 11/0.440kv Dry type station indoor type transformer alongwith
power cables and accessories for Bassi Power House (4x16.5MW),
HPSEBL, Jogindernagar, District Mandi(H.P.) is hereby extended as per
the following schedule:

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED

The detailed tender notification can be viewed/downloaded free of cost
from website http://www.tenderwizard.com/hpsebl and tender document
can be had after making prescribed payment. Any clarification/amendment
shall be uploaded on the above website.
All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged

Sd/-
(Pratap Thakur)
Superintending Engineer (Designs)
Power House Electrical,
HPSEB Ltd, Sundernagar,
Distt. Mandi (HP)-175019

(e-tendering Mode only)
(A State Govt. Undertaking) CORRIGENDUM -3

Request/Issue for online
tender documents

From 16.06.2020 (10.00Hrs.)
to 14.08.2020 (12.30Hrs)

Last date of submission
of online Tender Up to 17.08.2020(11.00Hrs)

Date of opening of
Techno-commercial bid (Part-1) 17.08.2020(15.00Hrs)

Tel/FAX :- 01907-262596 | Email – sedphel@gmail.com

STEM WATER DISTRI. & INFRA
CO. PVT. LTD.

E-EOI Notice No. 01 for 2020-21.
E-EOI for the appointment of Statutory Auditor as per Section 139

of the Companies Act, 2013.

EXPRESSION of Interests are invited from CAG empaneled
Chartered Accountants or appointment of Statutory Auditor under
Section 139 of the Companies Act, 2013. The firm must have its
office in Mumbai/Thane/Kalyan/Dombivali.

Interested Firms can send their applications online as per the
process given on www.stemabcprocure.com. The E-EOI will be
available on the mentioned website from 03.08.2020 1200 hours to
17.08.2020 till 1200 hours. This E-EOI will be opened on 20.08.2020
in front of applicants or representatives of such applicants.

Undersigned reserves the rights to reject one or all the
applications without stating any reason.

Sd/-
Managing Director

Over 1.6 crore
sanitary napkins
sold at subsidised
rates through
SHGs under
Asmita Yojana:
State to HC

HC orders BMC to provide
video conference facilities
for RTI appeal hearings
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THE BOMBAY High Court on
FridaydirectedtheMaharashtra
governmenttoinformthefamily
of professor and activist Anand
Teltumbde, an accused in the
Elgaar Parishad case, about the
results of the Covid-19 test per-
formedonhimonThursday.
A division bench of Justice R

DDhanukaandJusticeVGBisht
was hearing a plea by activist
Vernon Gonsalves (61) and
Teltumbde (68) — activist
Varavara Rao’s (80) co-inmates
at Taloja Central Jail in Navi
Mumbai — seeking that they
also be tested for Covid-19, as
they had been in close contact
with Rao, who had tested posi-
tiveonJuly16.Allareaccusedin
theElgaarParishadcase.
Rao had been undergoing

treatment at the state-run St
GeorgeHospitalsinceJuly16.He

wasshiftedtoNanavatihospital
on July 19 for neurological and
urological treatment.
OnJuly28,respondingtothe

plea, public prosecutor Thakare
hadsaidthatGonsalveshadun-
dergoneaCovid-19examination
andhadtestednegative.Thejail
authoritieshadalsosaid thathe
wouldbeallowedtospeaktohis
wife throughvideoconference.
The state, meanwhile, had

said it will respond on
Teltumbde’s plea to undergo
Covid-19 testbyFriday.
SenioradvocateMihirDesai,

appearing for Gonsalves and

Teltumbde, informed the court
on Friday that Gonsalves had
testednegativeforCovid-19and
spoken to his family about his
well-being. He added that
GonsalveswasbackinTalojajail
aftercompletingthequarantine
period.
However, Teltumbde's fam-

ilywasanxious,astheywereun-
awareofhisCovid-19statusand
also had not spoken to him,
Desai said. He sought the state
be directed to informwhether
Teltumbde had been tested for
Covid-19andprovide the result
for the same. Thakare informed
theHCthatTeltumbdehadbeen
tested on July 30 and a report
wouldbeavailableonSaturday,
which would be submitted to
thecourtonTuesday.
Thebenchdirected thestate

to inform Teltumbde’s family
about the test result andalso let
them speak to him and posted
thematterforfurtherhearingon
Tuesday.

VernonGonsalvesback inTaloja jail after testingnegative

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI, JULY31

THE STATE government in-
formedFriday theBombayHigh
Court it had started the ‘Asmita
Yojana’inMarch2018toprovide
affordable and subsidised sani-
tary napkins to schoolgirls and
women through nearly 30, 000
self-help groups (SHGs) andhas
since sold nearly 1. 6 crore sani-
tarypads.
Under the scheme, the state

government submitted, girl stu-
dentsfromZillaParishadschools
agedbetween11and19yearscan
purchaseapackofeightsanitary
napkins for Rs 5,whilewomen
from rural areas could purchase
thesameRs24.
Thestategovernmentwasre-

spondingtoapublic interest liti-
gation(PIL),filedbylawstudents
Nikita Gore and Vaishnavi
Gholave,throughadvocateVinod
Sangvikar, seeking direction to
thegovernmenttorecognisesan-
itarynapkinasanessentialcom-
moditybymakingchangestothe
Essential Commodity Act, 1955
andsupplyingthesamethrough
the public distribution system
(PDS)duringthelockdown.
TheHighCourthadearlierdi-

rected thecentral andstategov-
ernments to respond to theplea
thatalsosoughtadirectiontothe
authorities for effective imple-
mentation of the ‘Menstrual
HygieneManagementNational
Guidelines,2015’.
On Friday, theMaharashtra

governmentinformedadivision
bench of Chief JusticeDipankar
Datta and Justice Sarang V
Kotwal that the Asmita Yojana
was implemented from 2018
with the objective of “ensuring
accessibility and availability of
affordable sanitary pads across
ruralareasthroughwomenself-
helpgroups (SHGs)”.
The state government said

thatissuewastrulyimportantfor
thesocialwelfareofwomenand
requiresmoreattentionandsys-
tematic efforts to addressmen-
strualhygiene issues forwomen
and adolescent girls across rural
andurbanareas.
The state government,

throughMaharashtraStateRural
Livelihoods Mission, Rural
DevelopmentdepartmentCEO,I
RVimala, submitted anaffidavit
stating, “Total 29,875 women
SHGsareregisteredunderAsmita
Scheme across 34 districtswho
have sold 19,78,140 packets of
sanitary napkins (total 1.6 crore
pads) towomenandadolescent
girlsandtheeffortsarestillongo-
ing.” The affidavit stated that it
was anadditional livelihoodop-
portunity for SHGs by engaging
themselves in the saleof Asmita
sanitarynapkins.
Seeking that the plea is dis-

posed of, the state added that it
hadsuppliedoveronelakhpack-
ets of sanitary napkins during
Covid-19 lockdown. “Prime ob-
jectivewas tomeet thedemand
foressentialgoods,sanitarynap-
kinsandalsoensurea livelihood
forwomenSHGsduringthelock-
down. The state has effectively
followedtheAsmitaYojanadur-
ingthelockdownperiodaswell.”

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI, JULY31

RAINFALLACTIVITY inMumbai
anditsadjoiningareas is likely to
increase fromSunday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD)hassaid.
Adistrictforecastissuedbythe

IMD said heavy rain at isolated
placeswasverylikelyinMumbai
onSunday,whileanorangealert
with a forecast of heavy to very
heavy rain at fewplaceshas also
beenissuedforthecity,Thaneand
PalgharfromAugust3.Konkanre-
gion is also set to receive heavy
rainfromSaturday.
“There couldbe anenhance-

ment of rain over thewest coast
from today (Friday) onwards for
southKonkan.NorthKonkan, in-
cludingMumbai,ThaneandNavi
Mumbai,islikelytogetheavyrain
fromSunday.Thetrendislikelyto
continuewithfurtherincreasein
rainfall activity,” KS Hosalikar,
DeputyDirectorGeneral(western
region), IMD,said.
A bulletin issued by IMD

stated: “Due to convergence of
stronglower-levelwindsoverthe
west coast, widespread rainfall
withisolatedheavytoveryheavy
fallsaremostlikelyalongthewest

coast during the next five days.
Extremely heavy rainfall is also
likely over Konkan andGoa on
August4.”
In24hours,endingat8.30am

onFriday,IMD’sSantacruzobser-
vatoryhasrecorded“light”rainat
8.5 mm, while Colaba station
recorded “moderate” rain at 45
mm. While rainfall in Junewas
deficient,Mumbairecorded78.73
percentaboveaveragerainfall in
July.TheaveragerainfallforJulyis
840.7mm.With a total 1,502.6
mmrainfall, Julywasthewettest
inthelast76years.In2014,1,468.5
mmrainwasrecordedforJuly.
From June 1, the city has

recorded1897.6mmrain,which

is565.1mmexcess rainfall, ade-
parture of 42 per cent from the
normal. IMDclassifies 15.6-64.4
mmasmoderaterain,64.5-115.5
mm rain as heavy, 115.6-204.4
mmasveryheavy,andover204.5
mmasextremelyheavyrainfora
periodof 24-hours. The citywit-
nessedfive ‘veryheavy’raindays
through themonth so farwith
maximumrainrecordedbetween
July4and5at200.8mmfollowed
by191.2mmonJuly15-16.
ApartfromJuly22,thecityhas

received rainfall everydayof the
month.Theraindeficientdistricts
in thestate includeNandurbar (-
33percent),Satara(-28percent),
Palghar(-29percent).

IMD predicts heavy rain in Mumbai
tomorrow; orange alert for August 5

Apart fromJuly22, thecityhasreceivedrainfalleverydayof
themonth. PradipDas

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI, JULY31

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Fridaydirected theBMC topro-
vide facilities at its ward offices
for hearing appeals filed under
the Right to Information (RTI)
Act through virtual platform to
appellants, whowish to argue
theirappealsthroughvideocon-
ference.
A division bench of Chief

Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice Sarang V Kotwal was
hearing a PIL filed by advocate
MayurFaria,whohadsoughtdi-
rectionstoBMCforonlinehear-
ing of RTI appeals while con-
tending that the civic bodywas
asking appellants to physically
appear and argue before the
competentauthority.Thebench
had asked the BMC to reply to
thepleaonTuesday.
After perusing the reply, the

court on Friday observed,
“Although the respondent is
willing to hear the petitioner
through video conferencing,
there is no statement as to how
theBMCproposestoextendop-
portunity of hearing to other

persons, who have carried ap-
peals under section19(1) of the
Right to Information Act, 2005
againsttheordersof rejectionof
their requests for information
passed by the relevant State
Public InformationOfficers.”
The court added that thePIL

has been instituted not only to
safeguardtheinterestof thepe-
titioner, but also to ensure that
facilities aremade available to
other information-seekers like
him, who could not appear in-
person to prosecute their ap-
peals before the first appellate
authority.
AdvocateYamunaParekhfor

BMC sought twoweeks to take
instructions and respond to the
query.
The bench, while granting

the same, observed: “Wemake
it clear that within this period,
the competent authority of the
BMC shall take appropriate de-
cision for extending facilities of
hearingthroughthevirtualplat-
formsothatmaximumnumber
ofappellants,whowishtoargue
their appeals through video-
conferencing,maybecovered.”
The court posted thematter

forfurtherhearingonAugust14.

ELGAARPARISHADCASE

HC directs state government
to inform Teltumbde’s family
about his Covid test results

Gonsalveshasspoken
tohis familyandwas
backinTaloja jailafter
completingquarantine
period, saidsenior
advocateMihirDesai



MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JULY31

IN ITS 10 years at the helm, the
Congress-ledUPAhad ushered
in “transformative changes”,
and those who cannot see the
goodworkithaddonebetween
2004and2014should“re-edu-
cate themselves,” Congress
leaderand former I&Bminister
Manish Tewari said on Friday.
Tewari's remarks come a

day after Rajeev Satav, a young
Rajya Sabha MP considered
closetoRahulGandhi, triggered
a rowby suggesting that intro-
spectionintheparty, if needbe,
should begin from the UPA-2
period.
TalkingtoTheIndianExpress,

Tewari claimed that the UPA
was a victim of “internal sabo-
tage” and “vicious campaign of
calumny and innuendo” from
outside.
A meeting of party Rajya

Sabha MPs, convened on
ThursdaybyCongresspresident
Sonia Gandhi and attended by
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, has once
again revealed the growing
strainwithinthepartybetween
veterans and young leaders,
many of the latter group close
to Rahul Gandhi. At the meet-
ing, former Union minister
Kapil Sibal’s suggestion for an
introspectionwascounteredby
Satav, who argued that intro-
spectionshouldbegin fromthe
UPA-2 period to analyse how
the Congress fell to 44 Lok
Sabha seats in 2014.
Tewari on Friday said, “The

UPA brought in the Right To
Information Act, MGNREGA,
middaymeal scheme, free and
compulsory education to chil-
dren under RTE, and the Food
SecurityAct,whichcreated the
most transformative social se-
curity architecture.” Even

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitaraman,he said, admitted in
her lastBudget speech that271
million people were lifted out
of poverty between 2006 and
2016, eight of whichwere UPA
years.
“The UPAwas also a victim

ofbothinternalsabotage—(for-
mer Comptroller and Auditor
General of India) Vinod Rai be-
ingtheclassicalexample—and
of a vicious campaign of
calumny and innuendo.
However, none of the charges
levelled have stood the test of
the lawevensixyearsdownthe
line,”hesaid. “If somebodycan-
not see the goodwork the UPA
had done, then possibly he or
she needs to re-educate them-
selves."
Tewari also tweeted on

Friday, “Was UPA responsible
forthedeclineinfortunesof the
Congress in2014isavalidques-
tion – must be gone into?
Equally valid is was UPA sabo-
tagedfromwithin?2019defeat
must also be analysed….”
Satav’s remarks have re-

openedadebate in thepartyon
reasonsforitselectoraldownfall.
During an interaction with

IIM alumni in Singapore in
2018,RahulGandhihadadmit-
tedthatan“internal”and“gen-
erational fight”andcollisionbe-
tween the “older vision” and a
“newer vision”, along with is-
sues of corruption, had con-
tributed toCongress’s defeat in
2014.

ManishTewari

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE BRUISING diplomatic war
between Canberra and Beijing
reachedNewDelhi Fridaywith
the envoys of the two countries
sparringoverthesituationinthe
SouthChinaSea.
Australian High

Commissioner to India Barry
O’Farrell, who met External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
Thursday, targeted China over
the situation along the Line of
Actual Control, saying
“Australia opposes any at-
tempts to unilaterally alter the
statusquo,whichonly serve to
increase tensionandtheriskof
instability.”
On Friday, O’Farrell said

Canberra remains “deeply con-

cerned”by“actions”intheSouth
ChinaSeathatare“destabilising”
andcould“provokeescalation”.
While he did not name

China, itwas clearhewas refer-
ring to Beijing’s aggressive be-
haviour in theSouthChinaSea.
What followedwas a public

spat between the Chinese and
AustralianenvoysonTwitter.
SunWeidong, Chinese am-

bassador to India, tweeted,
“Noted remarks by Australian

HC to India on South China Sea
disregarding facts.China's terri-
torial sovereigntyandmaritime
rights and interests are in con-
formity with international law
includingUNCLOS.It'sclearwho
safeguard peace and stability
and who destabilize and pro-
vokeescalation in theregion.”
Replying to Sun, O’Farrell

tweeted, “Thank you
@China_Amb_India. I would
hope then you follow the 2016
South China SeaArbitral Award
whichisfinalandbindingunder
international law, and also gen-
erally refrain from actions that
unilaterallyalterthestatusquo.”
OnJuly23,Australialodgeda

note with the UN Secretary
GeneralrefutingChina’sunlaw-
fulmaritimeclaimsintheSouth
China Sea: “It rejects China’s
claimtohistoricrightsandinter-

nal waters, its assertion of cer-
tainmaritimezones,anditscon-
tention there is wide interna-
tional recognition of its South
ChinaSeasovereigntyclaims.”
On Thursday, aftermeeting

Jaishankar, O’Farrell said:
“Australia urges restraint along
theLineofActualControl (LAC),
and supports continuedmoves
towards de-escalation. As I told
the External AffairsMinister of
India today, Australia opposes
any attempts to unilaterally al-
ter the status quo, which only
servetoincreasetensionandthe
riskof instability.”
“Itisimportantthatthebilat-

erally-agreed principles and
normsthathavehelpedprevent
escalation ormiscalculation in
the border areas over many
decades continue to be ob-
served,”hesaid.

BarryO’Farrell;SunWeidong

Australia envoy targets China
over LAC, South China Sea
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI, JULY31

CONGRESSNATIONALspokesper-
son Khushbu Sundar has wel-
comedtheNewEducationPolicy
(NEP).InatweetonThursday,she
said her stand onNEP “differs”
fromthatofherparty.
“Mystandon#NEP2020dif-

fersfrommypartynIapologizeto
@RahulGandhi ji for that, but I
rather speak the fact than be a
headnodding robotor apuppet.
Everything is n cannot be about
agreeingtourleader,butaboutbe-
ing courages to voiceur opinion
bravelyasacitizen,”shetweeted.
Sharing Khusbu’s tweet,

Congress’sKarurMPSJothimani,
who is known to have a close
rapport with Rahul, tweeted,
“Democracyisallaboutallopin-
ions are heard and respected.
Congress party and its leader-
ship unlike BJP never expect
people to be head nodding ro-
botsorpuppets.”
While her tweet triggered

speculation that Khushbumay
join the BJP,multiple sources in
thepartyruledthisout.“Butyes,
sheistiredof theCongresslead-
ership. She will never join BJP,
she will continue to fight with
communal groups and even in-
dividuals in public forums but
that doesn’tmean that shewill
continuelonginanationalparty
that lacks a vibrant leadership,”
said a senior Congress leader
fromTamilNadu.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JULY31

UNMARRIED,WIDOWEDordi-
vorced women employees in
Haryana will no longer be re-
quiredtoparticipate in“general
transferdrive”whileopting for
the station of their choice un-
der the Online Transfer policy
of the state.
“Ontheauspiciousoccasion

of Raksha Bhandan, Haryana
ChiefMinisterManoharLalhas
givenabonanzatowomenem-
ployees...the women employ-
ees after theirmarriagewill be
asked to choose an option and
incaseof anewlymarriedoran
employee from above men-
tioned categorieswill be given
the first station of their choice
for a period of three years,” a
governmentspokespersonsaid
on Friday.
The Chief Minister made

this announcementwhile pre-
siding over the meeting held
here Friday to review the
Online Transfer Policy being
prepared by various depart-
ments.
“As per the decision taken

by theChiefMinister, in caseof
a newly married or divorced
women employee, she will be
given the station of her first
choice for a period of
three years.
After that if the employee

participates in the ‘Transfer
Drive', thenshewill beallotted
first, second or third station as
per her choice.
Similarly, in case of 100 per

cent disabled or any employee
above 80 per cent locomotor
disability, shewill be given the
first stationof herchoiceasper
the transfer policy”, the
spokesperson added.

KhushbuSundar

Congress leader
welcomes NEP:
Rather speak fact
than be a puppet

Tewari takes on UPA
critics: Those who
can’t see big changes
need re-education

TRANSFERPOLICY

Haryana: New
transfer category
for unmarried,
widowed,
divorced women
employees

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
told the Centre that it was not
enoughtohaveissueddirections
to states to pay salaries to doc-
torsandhealthworkersinvolved
inthefightagainstCovid-19,and
it should also ensure compli-
ance.
“You are not helpless. You

havetoseetoitthatyourorderis
implemented. You got power
underDMAct.Youcantakesteps
also,”JusticeMRShah,sharinga
bench with Justices Ashok
Bhushan and R Subhash Reddy,
told Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta.
The remarks cameasMehta

told the bench that the Centre
hadissueddirectionsonJune18
toallstatesbuthadnotreceived
compliancereportfromtheNCT
of Delhi, Punjab, Maharashtra,
TripuraandKarnataka.
Thesolicitorgeneralreferred

toanaffidavit filedbytheUnion
HealthMinistry in this regard.
The Supreme Court had on

June17askedthegovernmentto
issue appropriate orders to en-
sure timely payment of salaries
todoctorsandhealthworkers
The affidavit of the Health

Ministry said that accordingly,
orders were issued under the
DisasterManagementAct,2005,
on June 18 to all the concerned
secretaries of health depart-
ments“inter-aliadirectingthem
toreleasesalariesofdoctorsand
healthworkers doing COVID-I9
relatedduty,on time”.
Subsequently,anapplication

was filed in the court highlight-
inginstancesofnon-paymentof
remuneration to doctors and
health workers in the NCT of
Delhi andthe four states.
Thoughremindersweresent

tothem,“noreportwithrespect
to the compliance of the order
dated17.06.2020wasreceived”,
theaffidavitsaid,addingthatan-
othersetof remindershadbeen
sent tothemtosendthereports
on“urgentbasis”.
Taking note, the bench

recorded in its order, “learned
SolicitorGeneralsubmitsthatan
order has been passed on

18.06.2020 by the Ministry of
Health and FamilyWelfare di-
rectingforpaymentofsalariesof
doctorsandhealthworkersdur-
ing the period of Covid-19 on
time.HesubmitsthatfiveStates
i.e. Delhi, Maharashtra, Punjab,
Tripura andKarnatakahavenot
paid the salaries to the doctors
and health workers on time to
the full satisfaction. He submits
thatappropriatestepsinthisre-
gardshallbetakenbytheCentral
Government to ensure that
salaries of doctors and health
workersisreleased.Hepraysfor
and is granted a
week's time.”
The court was hearing a PIL

byDelhi-basedDrArushiJainon
problemsbeingfacedbydoctors
andhealthworkersontheCovid
front.
Thebenchalso asked theSG

to look into complaints that
some hospitals were counting
thequarantineperiodofdoctors
andhealthworkers asperiodof
leave.
Mehta said the period of

quarantinecannotbe treatedas
leaveandagreed to look into it.

AworkerinPPEkitspraysdisinfectantinsideamall inPuneonFriday.Malls inthecityareset
toreopenonAugust5.Aspergovernmentnotifications,mallsarerequiredtoputinplace
guidelinesandsocialdistancingsignsincorridors, lifts,washroomsandotherareas. AshishKale

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
noted that states and Union
Territories (UT) were yet to in-
form the court aboutwhat had
been done to comply with its
June 9 direction to maintain a
record of migrant labourers
whohadarrived in these states
andUTsinthewakeof thelock-
down.
“In our order dated

09.06.2020, we have noticed
that the taskwhich has now to
be undertaken by the con-
cerned States and Union
Territories istomaintainrecord
of all such migrant workers,
who have arrived at different
places… None of the
States/Union Territories have
filedanyaffidavit givingdetails
of thecomplianceof the...direc-
tion,” a benchof JusticesAshok
Bhushan,RSubhashReddyand
MRShahsaid, giving the states
and the UTs threemoreweeks
to comply.
The apex court pointed out

that they “are required tobring
on record themode andman-
ner inwhichrecordsofmigrant
labourers who have reached
their native places are being
maintainedwith their skill, na-
ture of employment and other
details”.
TheJune9orderhad,among

otherthings,saidthat“detailsof
allmigrant labourers,whohave
reachedtheirnativeplaces,shall
be maintained (by the states
and UTs) with details of their
skill, nature of employment,
earlierplaceof employment”.
Takingsuomotucognizance

of the difficulties faced bymi-
grant labourers following the
lockdown, the Supreme Court
hadonJune9askedallstatesand
UTs to do the needful to send
those strandedback to theirna-
tiveplaceswithin15days.
OnFriday,thecourtsaidthat

despite the steps taken by the
states and UTs, there were still
somemigrantworkersstranded
in different states, including
Maharashtra. The bench asked
Maharashtra to ensure the re-
turnof strandedworkers .

Top court
gives states 3
weeks for info
on migrants
back home

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI, JULY31

ANEXPERTcommitteeonFriday
recommended that Serum
Institute of India be allowed to
conduct late-stagehuman trials
for theOxford Covid-19 vaccine
candidateinIndiaafterthePune-
headquartered firm revised its
proposal, The IndianExpresshas
learnt.
IfthechiefofIndia’sapexdrug

regulatorybodysignsoff on this,
Serumwillbeable tokickoff the
trials here, putting it ahead in
India’s own race for a Covid-19
vaccine.
Thedevelopmentcomesthree

days after the Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) for Covid-re-
lated therapies on Tuesday rec-
ommended amendments to
Serum’s earlier protocol to con-
duct the trials here. Serumhas a
tie-upwithSwedish-British firm
AstraZeneca, which developed
the vaccine along with the
UniversityofOxford,tomanufac-
turethisvaccineforlow-andmid-
dle-incomecountries. Following
theserecommendations,thefirm
had speedily amended its pro-
posal and resubmitted it, The
IndianExpresshaslearnt.
SEC,whichhadreconvenedon

Fridayeveningtoevaluatethere-

vised proposal, recommended
that the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation grant per-
mission for Serum to conduct
phase II/III trials here, said two
sourcesclosetothedevelopment.
ThenextstepwillbefortheDrug
Controllerer General of India to
studytherecommendationsand
takeacallontheproposal.
Thepanel alsosuggestedthat

the authorisation tomarket the
vaccine,which Serum is calling
‘Covishield’,begrantedaftercon-
sideringdatageneratedbothfrom
the Indiaand international trials,
saidoneof thesources.
The firmplans to conduct its

phase II/III trialsonaround1,600
participants, a government offi-
cialearliertoldTheIndianExpress.
Serumdeclined to comment

onthedevelopment.

Amongtheamendmentsthat
Serumhasmadetoitsprotocolis
toexpandthenumberoftrialsites
it is lookingattoaround20facili-
tiesacrossIndia,saidaseniorgov-
ernmentofficial.
Thisisbecause,amongitsear-

lierobservations,theSEChadfelt
thatSerumneededtotakea“pan
India”approachtothetrialsitesit
was considering.While it is un-
clear howmany trial siteswere
proposedby Serum in its earlier
protocol, the firm’s CEO Adar
Poonawalla had earlier told The
IndianExpressthatitintendedto
conduct the trials in two cities—
PuneandMumbai.
The committee on Tuesday

recommended a total of eight
amendments to Serum’s late
stage trial protocol. These in-
cludedrecommendationsrelated
tohowthetrialswouldtestforthe
abilityof thevaccinetoinvokean
immuneresponse--thecommit-
teefeltthetrialsneededtolookat
theabilityofthevaccinetoinduce
acellularimmuneresponse.
Cellular immunity includes

theabilitydevelopmentofspecific
whitebloodT-cellsthatcanattack
andkillthevirus,asT-cellsusually
remain in the body longer than
antibodiesdoandact as amem-
oryresponse,saidtwopersonsin-
volved in vaccine development
andtesting,seekinganonymity.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

POINTINGOUT that the present
financial system is designed in a
“verywrongway”andthecoron-
avirusoutbreakhas revealed the
weaknesses of the society in an
ugly way, Nobel laureate and
founder of Grameen Bank
MuhammadYunusonFridaysaid
thepandemichasgiventheworld
a chance to create a new order
wherethereisnoglobalwarming,
nowealth concentration andno
unemployment.
In a conversation with

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
Yunus referred to the exodus of
migrantworkersandsaiditistime
“we recognise thesepeople”.He
said thewestern economic sys-
temseestheruraleconomyorthe
informalsectorasanappendixto
theurban economy.He said it is

time for a changeand to create a
system thatwill create space for
the informal and rural economy
andallsectionsofsociety.
Referring to the stress on re-

turningtothepre-Covidworld,he
said, “What is the hurry to go
back?Because thatworldwas a
veryhorribleworld. Itwascreat-
ingaworldwithglobalwarming”
Yunus said coronavirus has

“givenusachancetothinknew”,
an“opportunitytomakeabreak”
andtake“bold”and“outrageous”
decisions. “Wecan... build anew
world where they will be no
globalwarming, nowealth con-
centration,nounemployment.”

UNLOCKING
I N S T A T E S
PUNJAB
WHAT’SOPEN
■Gymnasiums
■Yoga institutes
■Varsityentranceexams
(Distancingnormsmust)
■Placesofworship
(5am-8pm)
■Malls (7am-8pm)
■Restaurants (till10pm)
■Liquorvends
(upto10pm)

WHAT’SSHUT
■Educational
institutions
■Cinemahalls
■Bars
■Swimmingpools
■Nightcurfew
(11pm-5am)
■Non-essential shops
closedonSundays

RAJASTHAN
WHAT’SOPEN
■Gymnasiums
■Yoga institutes
■Smallplacesof
worship
■Marriage functionscan
beheld(upto50guests,
socialdistancingmust)

WHAT’SSHUT
■Educational
institutions
■Cinemahalls
■Swimmingpools
■Bars

ODISHA
WHAT’SOPEN
■Gymnasiums
■Yogacentres
■Govt&pvtoffices
(withreducedstaff)
■Salons&spas (with
safetyprecautions)

WHAT’SSHUT
■Placesofworship
■Educational
institutions
■Cinemahalls
■Nightcurfew
(9pm-5pm)

RAHULSPEAKSWITHWITHNOBELLAUREATEMUHAMMADYUNUS

Duringthewebdiscussion

‘Covid has given chance to create order
with no global warming, unemployment’

Ensure states implement
direction to pay health
workers, SC tells Centre

Panel recommends nod to Serum
for late-stage Oxford vaccine trials

Samples fromtheOxford
vaccinetrial.AP/File

On Delhi riot probe note, HC tells Spl
CP: Why the need, show 5 such letters
PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THEDELHIHighCourtonFriday
askedSpecialCommissionerof
PolicePraveerRanjanwhatwas
the “necessity” for him to issue
a letter to chiefs of teamsprob-
ing the Northeast Delhi riots,
which stated that arrests of
“someHindu youth” from riot-
hit areas has led to a “degree of
resentment among the Hindu
community”.
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait

also asked him to place before
theHighCourt“fivesuchletters”
issuedbyhimorhispredecessor.
“... Such types of letters are

not known under CrPC to in-
struct theofficers.However, it is
notindisputethatseniorofficers
are duty-bound to guide theof-

ficer time and again as per the
currentsituationgoingonatthe
particulartime,”JusticeKaitsaid.
“Accordingly, I herebydirect

Respondent No. 4 (Ranjan) to
send five such letters which he
orhis predecessor issuedon re-
ceipt of complaint/input/repre-
sentation in a sealed cover
within twodays,”hesaid.
As reported by The Indian

Express,Ranjan’sJuly8orderhad
also stated that “due care and
precaution”mustbetakenwhile
making arrests. The order, ad-
dressed to senior officers head-
ing probe teams, asked them to
“suitably” guide the investigat-
ingofficers.
Theorderwaschallenged in

court by families of two per-
sonskilled in theFebruaryvio-
lence --Sahil Parvez,whose fa-
ther was shot dead near his

home, and Mohd Saeed
Salmani, whose mother was
lynched inside her house. The
petitionershadcitedThe Indian
Express report, ‘Resentment in
Hindus on arrests, take care:
Special CP to probe teams’,
published on July 15.
The High Court said a deci-

siononwhethernoticehastobe
issued on their petitionwill be
taken after perusing the docu-
ments to be filed by Ranjan. It
listed the matter for further
hearingonAugust7.
In pursuance to the High

Court’s July 27 direction, the
Delhi Police had placed before
it the July 8 order signed by
Ranjan. The two petitioners,
through their counsel
MehmoodPracha, have sought
quashingof the order.
Making his submission dur-

ingthehearingviavideoconfer-
ence, Pracha said the order
amounts tounlawfuland illegal
interferenceintheperformance
of investigativefunctionsbypo-
liceofficers.
Ranjan,whotoowaspresent

forthehearingviavideoconfer-
ence, said: “I will comewith all
theorders. Iwillshowthedirec-
tion issued in this particular
matterMrPracha is raising.”
“Ihaveveryspecificallymen-

tionedinthebeginningthatthis
is an intelligence input, which
we received through some
agency. These advisories have
beenissuedtoallconcerned.Not
only by me, by the Special CP
Intelligence also... The newspa-
per title that itwas issued in the
interest of a particular commu-
nity. Thatwasnot thepurpose,”
hesaid.



OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Fridaydirected thestategov-
ernment to decide expedi-
tiouslybyAugust4represen-
tationsmade by lawyers and
the Bar Council of
MaharashtraandGoaseeking
to include lawyers and their
staff on the list of persons
rendering essential services
and allow to travel in special
local trains during the pan-
demic.
A division bench of Chief

Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice Sarang V Kotwal
heard, throughvideo-confer-
ence, a PIL that claimed sev-
eral lawyers didnot ownpri-
vate vehicles and it became
difficult for themtocommute
to the court and so they
shouldbe includedonthe list
of persons entitled to travel
in special local trains andde-
clared as rendering essential
service.
A clutch of other PILs

also sought directions to the
state to allow lawyers to
travel by suburban local
trainsduringthepandemicas
they provide essential
services.
Thestategovernment last

week had informed the high
court that it could not allow
lawyers to travelbysuburban
local trainsas ithadrestricted
both the number of trains
and passengers as a part
of the measures to contain
the spread of Covid-19
pandemic.
“Weareof theconsidered

opinion that the state must
apply itsmindandtakean in-
formed decisionwith regard
to theconcernsvoicedby the
advocates as well as their
staff. Thestatemustnotbe ig-
norant that access to justice
isnowrecognisedasa funda-
mental right and advocates
and their staff constitute an
integralpartof theentiresys-
tem,whichisdedicatedtothe
deliveryof justice,” theBench
said.
Directing thestate tocon-

sideranddecideall represen-
tations by lawyers and their
organisations before it by
Tuesday, thecourthasposted
further hearing on the pleas
to August 7.

Access to justice
a fundamental
right, lawyers
form integral
part of system:
HC to govt

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY31

FAMILYMEMBERSof a36-year
oldundertrial,whoisallegedto
have died by suicide at Taloja
Central Jail onWednesday, on
Friday raised concerns about
howthe incident tookplacede-
spite the presence of jail
staffers.
Dinesh Narkar was found

deadinthetoiletof thehospital
ward of the jail, where he was
kept in quarantine. While he
had tested positive for Covid-
19 July 10, at a subsequent ex-
amination on July 19, he had
tested negative.
Sanjana Kumbhar, Narkar's

elder sister, told The Indian
Express thatherbrotherhadat-
temptedtoharmhimself twice
since hewas arrested by the N
MJoshiMargpoliceearlier this
month in thecaseof attempt to
murder of hiswife.
However, Senior Inspector

Pandit Thorat from the police
station said: “We had not re-
ceivedanysuchcomplaints re-
garding hismental health.”
Kumbhar said that they

were informed about Narkar's
death after midnight on
Thursday by the N M Joshi
Marg police, following which
theyreachedJJhospital tocom-
plete formalities. “At the jail, it

is difficult to understand why
therewasnostaff toensure the
safety of the prisoners. We
were told that he hanged him-
selfwith thehelpof abedsheet
of the hospital ward cot. How
did nobody notice this? This
could have been prevented,”
she said.
Khargharpoliceofficialssaid

that theyhaveregisteredanac-
cidentaldeathrecord.Amanda-
tory inquiry by a judicial mag-
istratewillalsotakeplaceasper
theCriminal ProcedureCode.
In May, another prisoner

wasbeen foundhanging in the
hospital ward of the jail. The
33-year-old undertrial had
testedpositive for Covid-19 af-
ter his death.
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Government of india
Bhabha Atomic research centre

nuclear recycle Board
Fuel Fabrication, inrP (o), Tarapur

noTice inViTinG Tender
BARC (T) invites sealed item rate tenders for the following works:

Estimated Cost Rs 34,00,000/- Earnest Money Rs 68,000/- Time of
CompletionMonths 12months. Sale Period 31/07/2020 to 10/08/2020
Detailed terms and conditions for purchase and submission of
tender are given on website www.barc.gov.in

No. Tender No. Name of Item

1
FF-INPR(O)/
GEN/07/
OFS/2020-21/22
Dated:29.07.2020

Annual contract for miscellaneous work
in OFS at FF, INRP(O),NRB, BARC, Tarapur
as per terms and conditions given in
Annexure – I & II

Government of Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply

and Kalpasar Department
Tender Notice No. 03 of 2020-21

ONLINE Tender is invited for the work of Supply, Installation,
Testing, Commissioning of Automatic Water Level Recorder (Non-
Contact Radar Type-AWLR) and Automatic Rain Gauge (ARG) Real
Time Data Acquisition System (RTDAS) GSM/GPRS based at
Various Location Across Gujarat State Including operation and
maintenance of AWLR & ARG, Maintaining Data Acquisition System
for 4 (Four) years and other allied services under National
Hydrology Project by The Executive Engineer, W.R.I. Division,
Ahmedabad. Last Date of Online Tender submission: 21/09/2020
upto 16.00 Hrs. Date of Pre-Bid Meeting: 24/08/2020 at 12.00 Hrs.
Subsequent addendum and corrigendum will only be published on
www.nprocure.com. Website and it will be bound to all the bidders.

For further details contact to this office during office hours.
Detailed Tender Notice can also be seen on www.nprocure.com,
www.nhp.mowr.gov.in & www.statetenders.com.

No. INF/ABD/413/2020

OFFICE OFOFFICE OF THE DG & IG OF POLICE,THE DG & IG OF POLICE,
JHARKHAND, RANCHI-834004.JHARKHAND, RANCHI-834004.

Corrigendum Notice

With reference to advertisement under PR No.
229753\ (Police) 2020-21 regarding Annual
Maintenance Contract of IT Equipments to
Jharkhand Police Tender No.02/2020-21 by Police
Headquarters, Jharkhand, Ranchi, following
modifications have been made after Pre-Bid
Conference:-

The last date for submission of Tender Document
is amendedas 04-08-2020 by 15.00hrs.

Opening of the tender paper is amended as 04-
08-2020 by 16.00 hrs.

Document related to Pre- Bid queries, response
and amendments can be downloaded from Jharkhand
Policeweb-site“jhpolice.gov.in”.

I.G of Police (PrI.G of Police (Provision)ovision)
Jharkhand, RanchiJharkhand, RanchiPR.NO.231362 Police(20-21):D

Government of india
department of Atomic energy

Bhabha Atomic research centre
Technical Services division

north Site, Trombay, Mumbai-85

The Chief. Engineer, Technical Services Division, Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre, North Site, BARC, Trombay, Mumbai - 400 085, on
behalf of the President of India invites online item rate tenders on two
bid system for following work :-
NIT No. BARC/TSD/145/2020-21, Name of work - Maintenance of
electrical system for the various buildings and providing round the clock
operation for substation andAC plant at Training school Building,BARC,
Anushaktinagar,Mumbai ; Estimated cost - ` 1,35,00,000/- ; Earnest
Money - ` 2,70,000/-; Period of completion – 18 months; Last date and
time of submission of bid - 14.09.2020 (23:59 Hrs.).
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the Website
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE or www.barc.gov.in
Changes if any, in the above scheduled date etc. will be notified only on
the website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE
Contact for assistance / clarifications 24x7 @ 9969395522
Shri Rudresh, e-mail: rudresh.tenderwizard@gmail.com

Chief Engineer

notice inviting e-Tenders

Sd/-
Metropolitan Commissioner

MMRDA

Name of Work : Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority
hereby invites e-tender for “Construction of Depot Infrastructure comprising
Stabling Yard, DCC and Administrative Building, Maintenance & Workshop
Buildings, ASS, Finishing , Plumbing, Earthworks for Land Development,
Compound Wall, Road, Approach Bridge/Viaduct& Underground Utility Duct
Works, Drainage etc. complete (excluding PEB works) for elevated Car
Depot at Mogharpada for Metro Lines 4, 4A, 10 & 11of Mumbai Metro Rail
Project of MMRDA”. The Tender details are as under :
1. Tender No. : MMRDA/4/ MMRP /CA-L4C01/2020
2. Estimated Cost : Rs. 5,96,60,33,035/- (Including GST)
3. Earnest Money Deposit : Rs. 5,96,60,330/-
4. Contract Period : 36 Months
5. Tender fees : Rs. 10000/- + 18 % GST (Non refundable)
6. Contact Details : Mr. Sanjiv Tatu, Superintending Engineer,
Metro Project Implementation Unit, Tel: 022-224063709, 24063701
Email : sanjiv.tatu@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

7. Bid document download : 03.08.2020, 18:00 hrs to 17.09.2020,18:00 hrs
8. Last date of Online submission : 18.09.2020, 17:00 hrs
The e-tender shall be available for free download on registration at https://
etendermmrda.maharashtra.gov.in as per the above-mentioned dates.
The submission of the e-tender is through MMRDA e-tendering Portal only.
For any e-tendering support, bidders shall mail MMRDA e-tendering Help-
desk etendersupport@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.inor call Helpdesk
on 022-2659 7445.
Date : 01/08/2020
Place : Mumbai Fu

lra
ni

e-Tender noTice

Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai -51. Tel : 26590001/04.
Fax: 91-022-26591264 Website : https://mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

MUMBAi MeTroPoLiTAn reGion
deVeLoPMenT AUTHoriTY
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)

2 men held for
vandalising
Rajgruh
test positive
for Covid

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY31

WITHPROCUREMENTpricesof
milkdipping, dairy farmers are
nowexploringtheCRangarajan
Committee revenue sharing
formula (RSF),which sought to
shield the sugar sector from
price volatility and recom-
mendedways tohelpmills pay
growers on time, to overcome
the current crisis.
However,sourcessaid, there

isnounanimityamongthevar-
ious stakeholders on allowing
higherrevenuetodairyfarmers.
The RSF, adopted by the

state’s sugarsector inprinciple,
recommended that around 70
per cent of the total proceeds

realised from the sale of sugar
would be shared with dairy
farmerswhileremaining30per
cent retained bymilk coopera-
tives andunions.
Formerstateagriculturemin-

ister, Anil Bonde, said the 70:30
revenueformulacouldbealast-
ing solution to address financial
concernsofdairy farmers.
“WhileafarmerispaidRs15

orRs16per litre formilk today,
consumersarestillpayingRs40
to48per litre. Thedifferenceof
Rs24 to26per litre is pocketed
bybothcooperativeunionsand
private dairy companies. If a
revenue-sharing model is
agreedupon,70percentof rev-
enuerealisedwouldgotofarm-
ersand30percent towardsthe
operationalcostofmilkcompa-
nies,” he said. The formula, he
said, would also help to check
exploitationof dairy farmers.
Swabhimani Shetkari

Sanghatana president Raju
Shetti, however, said the 70:30
RSF could not be entirely ac-
ceptable or practical in dairy
farming given its complexities.
But some aspects of themodel
canbeborrowedlikeextending

the fixedprice for sugar tomilk
powder, he said.
Shetti also cautioned that

suchmeasureswouldinviteflak
asmilk powder prices have in-
ternational bearing due to
treatyunderGATT.
“The government will have

toprovideshort-andlong-term
measurestohelpdairy farmers.
As in the sugar sector, prices of
skimmedmilk powder should
be made uniform across the
country. This will partly min-
imise the losses faced by dairy
farmers and stabilisemilk sup-
plyanditsprice.”Fluctuationin
milk powder price has a direct
bearing on milk rates paid to
farmers, he added.
Shettialsodemandedscrap-

pingof5-12percentGoodsand

ServiceTax(GST)onmilkprod-
ucts like white butter and
sweets. If expenses on produc-
tion of milk products come
down, then the profit could be
shared with dairy farmers, he
said.
There has growing unrest

among the dairy farmers fol-
lowing a steep decline in milk
prices fromRs27per litre toRs
15per litre.
TheCovid-19 lockdownhas

compounded the problems as
milk demand has declined by
35 to40per cent.
The fall in skimmed milk

prices has seen milk coopera-
tives and private players ex-
ploiting the farmers as
processes milk powder is not
bringingdesireddividends.

As procurement prices dip, dairy farmers look at revenue
sharing model adopted by sugar sector to tide over crisis

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

TWOMEN,whowere arrested
for allegedly vandalising
Rajgruh, the home of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar,
have tested positive for Covid-
19.
Thetwoaccusedwere iden-

tified as Umesh Jadhav (35)
and Vishal More (20), who
were arrested on July 9 and 22
respectively.
Anofficer said, “Jadhavwas

sent for a Covid-19 tested and
his reports said he was not in-
fected.Webelievehegotthe in-
fection from More, who
had been arrested recently.
They were kept in lock-up
together.”
The two were sent to judi-

cial custody earlier this week,
and it was mandatory to pres-
ent Covid-19 reports before
lodging them in jail.
“We sent them for testing,

and learnt they were infected,
due to which they have been
shifted to a quarantine centre,
and after they recover, they
shall be sent to jail,” the officer
said.

UNDERTRIALSUICIDE

Family wonders how no
jail staffer noticed incident

AclutchofotherPILs
alsosoughtdirections
tothestatetoallow
lawyers totravelby
suburbanlocal trains
duringthepandemic
astheyprovide
essential services

At the jail, it is difficult
to understandwhy there
wasno staff to ensure
the safety of the
prisoners.Wewere told
that hehangedhimself
with thehelp of a
bedsheet of thehospital
ward cot.Howdid
nobodynotice this?This
could havebeen
prevented.”

SANJANAKUMBHAR
DECEASED’S ELDERSISTER

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY31

INANOTHERsignificant rever-
sal of a decision taken by the
previous BJP-led regime, the
UddhavThackeraygovernment
on Friday discontinued pen-
sionsbeinggiven to thosewho
had been jailed during the
Emergency.
According to the Uddhav-

led general administration de-
partment,which issuedareso-
lution in this regard, themove

to stop pension was triggered
by the sharp drop in revenues
and the worsening financial
positionof the stateexchequer
in wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.
In January 2018, the

Devendra Fadnavis govern-
ment,ofwhichShivSenawasa
part, had rolled out a pension
scheme for all those jailed for
opposing the Emergency be-
tween 1975 and 1977.
Accordingly, Rs 10,000was

beingpaid toall thosewhohad
spentmorethanamonth in jail
andRs 5,000 to thosewhohad
spent lesser time behind bars.
In cases where the beneficiary
in question had passed away,
their spouses were eligible for
50 per cent of the due pension
amount.
In2018-19and2019-20, the

Fadnavis government had ear-
marked Rs 42 crore a year to-
wardsdisbursalof thepension.
Over 2,500 beneficiaries had

been identified, said officials.
While thedepartmentcited

dropinrevenuesandtaxcollec-
tions as the reason for scrap-
ping of the pensions, sources
said that political considera-
tions had also contributed to
the decision.
The Congress had opposed

the move of honouring
those jailedduringEmergency
with a citation, which was be-
ing done during the previous
regime.

Therehasgrowing
unrestamongthedairy
farmers followinga
steepdecline inmilk
prices fromRs27per
litre toRs15per litre

Govt scraps pension of those jailed during Emergency

UddhavThackeray

PLEAONTRAVEL
INLOCALTRAINS
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KAMALDEEPSINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR,JULY31

ATLEAST41peoplehavedied in
threedistricts of Punjab’sMajha
regionallegedlyafterconsuming
spurious liquor in the last two
days. As death tollmounted on
Friday, Punjab CM Amarinder
Singhorderedamagisterialprobe
into the deaths to be conducted
by the Jalandhar Divisional
Commissioner.
Till Friday evening, 11deaths

wereconfirmedinAmritsar.Two
villages,Muchhal andTangra, in
Amritsar had reported 7deaths
onThursday,while4morefatali-
tieswereconfirmedonFriday. In
separate cases, 11 deaths due to
allegedconsumptionof spurious
liquorwerereportedfromBatala
inGurdaspurdistrictand19from
Tarn Taran. According to SDM,
Tarn Taran, Rajneesh Arora, six
morepeoplearecriticalinthedis-
trict.
DGPDinkarGuptaFridaysaid

that thedeath toll could rise fur-
ther as the spurious liquor net-
workwasevidentlyspreadacross
manyareas.
Just like bodies of five de-

ceasedinAmritsarwerecremated
without post-mortem on
Thursday, last rites of a fewbod-
ies in Batala and Tarn Taran too
wereperformedwithoutautopsy

onFriday.Aroundnoon,aPunjab
governmentpressnote said that
deadinthesecaseswillnotbecre-
matedwithoutapost-mortem.
CMAmarinderSinghsaidthat

theinquirywilllookintothefacts
andcircumstancesleadingtoinci-
dents,aswellasintoanyotheris-
suesconnectedorrelevanttothe
incidents. Theprobewill becon-
ducted by Divisional
Commissioner, Jalandhar, along
with Joint Excise & Taxation
Commissioner Punjab, and SPs
(Investigation) of the concerned
districts,accordingtoastategov-
ernmentspokesperson.
Promisingstrictactionagainst

anyone found complicit in the

case, the CMdirected police to
launchasearchoperationtocrack
down on any spurious liquor
manufacturingunit operating in
thestate.
It may be recalled that the

Punjab Police had seized a
whopping 8.32 lakh litres of la-
han(rawmaterialmixedfordis-
tillation of illicit liquor) in the
middle of June in a drive titled
Operation Red Rose. The drive
had led to registration of 3,490
cases under the Excise Act and
arrests of 2,664 accused. Earlier
in the 40-day period of lock-
down, 1.81 lakh litres of lahan
wasseized.
On Friday, Punjab Police ar-

rested seven bootleggers from
Amritsar, Batala and Tarn Taran
districts in over 40 raids con-
ductedby five teams ledby sen-
ior officers. The total number of
personsapprehendedsofarinthe
spurious liquor deaths case has
gone up to eight, including
BalwinderKaur,whowasarrested
ThursdaynightfromMuchhalvil-
lageinAmritsar.
DGPDinkarGuptasaidahuge

quantityofspuriousliquor,drums,
storagecansetchavebeenrecov-
ered from the accused and the
samehavebeensentforchemical
analysistocheckforconstituents
ofspuriousliquor.Morearrestsare
likely, he said, adding that raids
were continuing and the police
teamswould continue to crack
downonallthoseinvolvedinthe
case tounravel the extendof the
spuriousliquormafiaoperatingin
theregion.
Whiletwopersons,Balwinder

Kaur andMithu,were arrested
fromAmritsar(Rural)district,an-
other twopersons identified as
Darshan Rani and Rajan were
nabbedfromBataladistrict. Four
others—Kashmir Singh, Angrez
Singh, Amarjit and Baljit—have
beenarrestedfromTarnTaran.
Mithu,whowasarrestedfrom

villageJassoNangal,PoliceStation
Khilchian,Fridayhasadmittedto
his role in the supplyof spurious
liquor,saidtheDGP.

Thestatepolicechiefrevealed
thatFIRno.253,datedJuly31,has
been registered under Sections
304, 307 and 120 of the IPC at
Police Station Sadar Tarn Taran
againstthefouraccusedarrested
from the district. He added that
these bootleggers had admitted
tosupplyingspuriousliquorinvil-
lageNorangabad.
According to the police, first

fivefatalitieswerereportedfrom
Mucchal and Tangra villages in
Amritsarontheinterveningnight
ofWednesdayandThursday.On
Thursdayevening,twomorepeo-
plediedundersuspiciouscircum-
stancesinMuchhal,andoneper-
son died at Sri Guru Ram Das
Hospital in Amritsar after being
shifted fromTangra. Batala too
hadreportedtwofatalitieslinked
toconsumptionofillicitliquoron
Thursday.
On Friday, 9 more persons

diedinBatala,takingthedeathtoll
in the townto11,while19spuri-
ousliquorrelateddeathswerere-
portedfromTarnTaran.
Meanwhile, opposition par-

ties in Punjab lashedout against
theCaptAmarinderSinghgovern-
mentfortheallegedlapseswhich
led todeath linked to consump-
tionofillicitliquoranddemanded
ahigh-levelindependentinquiry
intotheincidents.

(WITHINPUTSFROM
ENSCHANDIGARH)

41 die after consuming illicit liquor in
3 Punjab dists, CMorders probe

ThekinofAmrikSingh,oneof thedeceased,atTarnTaran
districtonFriday.RanaSimranjit Singh

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,JULY31

AT LEAST 10 people in Andhra
Pradesh’sPrakasamdistricthave
diedoveraperiodofthreedaysaf-
terconsumingsanitisersasasub-
stitute for alcohol. Officials said
liquorshopsintheareawereshut
either due to governmentpolicy
orbecause they fell under a con-
tainmentzone.
Prakasamdistrict’sKarichedu

andDarsimandalshavebeende-
claredcontainmentzonesdueto
the high number of Covid-19
cases, and all shops— including
liquoroutlets—havebeenshut.
Prakasam SP Siddharth

Kaushal,whovisited the twoar-
eas on Friday, said police found
sanitisersinatleast20homes,but
quite a number of people in the
townwereconsumingitasanin-
toxicant.“Wefoundemptyaswell
unopened sanitiser bottles in
some homes. Familymembers
confirmed that thevictimswere
consumingit inlieuof liquor.We
are lookingformorepeoplewho
areconsumingitsincethe last8-
10days. Liquor isnot available to
theseaddictsduetotheclosureof
shops in containment zones and
they got their hands on cheap
sanitisers,”hesaid.

Policeofficialssaidthatthead-
dictsgatheredbehindatemplein
the town andmixed sanitisers
withwater and soft drinks and
havebeenconsumingitsincethe
past 8-10 days. OnWednesday
night, onePSrinucomplainedof
severe stomach ache and col-
lapsed.HewasrushedtotheDarsi
GovernmentHospital,wherehe
told police —investigating the
deathofanotherpersontheprevi-
ous night— that he and others
were consuming sanitisers for
severaldays.
OnThursdaynight,threeoth-

ers, including Srinu, died inhos-
pital.OnFriday, sevenmorepeo-
ple succumbed at the hospital,
sending alarm bells ringing
amonghealthofficials.
“Almost all of themaredaily

wage labourers or beggars.We
haveseizedsomestockofsanitis-
ersfromsomeshopswhilethose
withmedicalshopswouldbeex-
amined for chemical contents.
Apart fromthepost-mortemre-
portwearealsoseekingatoxicol-
ogy report to ascertainwhat ex-
actlyhappened.Atleast10people
havedied so far in the last three
days,”Kaushalsaid.
Chief Minister Y S Jagan

MohanReddyhassoughtareport
from the police and the district
collector.

Unable to find
alcohol, 10 die after
drinking sanitiser

ANDHRAPRADESH

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JULY31

THE ASSAM government is
keeping a close watch on the
possibilityofalarge-scaleCovid-
19 spreadwithin the teawork-
ers’community,officialstoldThe
IndianExpress.
Theteatribecommunityac-

countsfor17percentofAssam’s
population. It is economically
backwardandmostteaworkers
live in quarters next to tea gar-
dens inpoorhealthconditions.
Till Friday. 69 tea workers

havetestedpositiveforCovid-19
— one has died, 26 have recov-
eredand42areundertreatment.
Officials say a large-scale trans-
missioninteagardenscouldbe-

come amajor challenge for the
administration.
InaletterdatedJuly28,state

Labour Commissioner
GhanshyamDasswrotetoassis-
tant labour commissioners and
labour inspectors, “If due to any
reason there is community
spreadofCovid-19inthelabour
lines [residentialquartersof the
workers next to the gardens] it
will lead to amajor catastrophe
as the present medical facility
availableisnotsufficienttocater
to a pandemic situation in the
present day scenario. Thus this
might lead tohighmortality.”
“Soallofficersaredirectedto

do the needful in coordination
with thedistrict administration
and convince the tea garden
management and unions to

carryout testingdriveof the tea
gardenworkersassoonaspossi-
ble, so that if there is any infec-

tion it may be contained at the
earliest,” the letter stated.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Dass said the teawork-
ers’communitywasvulnerable,
butstressedthat thesituationis
currentlyundercontrol.“Weare
keepingaclosewatchandcoor-
dinatingwiththehealthdepart-
ment and district administra-
tions,”hesaid.
Pallav Gopal Jha, DC of

Dibrugarh, which hasmany tea
gardens,saidtheadministration
is conducting rigorous contact
tracing in the gardens through
ASHAworkers.“Allpersonswith
symptoms of Severe Acute
RespiratoryInfection,Influenza-
like Illness or fever are being
tested,”hesaid.
Jha said the positivity rate

withintheteaworkers’commu-
nity is currently low.
GonsuGosain, thepresident

ofalabourunionofateaestatein
Golaghatdistrict,said,“Yes,there
is fear but work is going on in
keeping with strict hygiene
norms.Wearemaintainingone-
metre distance betweenwork-
ers, washing hands frequently
andconstantlywearingmasks.”
Although there are no cases yet
inthegardenheworksat,Gosain
said, “We have to be careful in
our residential quarters. There
are no cases in our garden, but
there is fear.”
Golaghat DC Bibhash

Chandra Modi said, “Till now,
therearehardlyanycases in tea
gardens in thisdistrict.Wehave
heldmeetingswithgardenman-
agers and sought cooperation
fromvariousunions.Everyoneis
cooperating. We have disal-

lowed entry of any unknown
personinthegardensandlabour
lines.”
TheDC said he has started a

WhatsAppgrouponwhichrep-
resentatives of gardens in the
district post photos and videos
ofdailysanitisationandphysical
distancingduringwork.
Lakshmanan S, Assam’s

MissionDirectorof theNational
HealthMission, said therewas
nothingtobeespeciallyworried
aboutteaworkersasthegovern-
ment is takingallprecautionary
stepsinindustrieswherepeople
workinclosecontact.“Ateagar-
denisanopenspaceandtherisk
isless.Thestategovernmenthad
givenclearguidelinesonhowto
work in tea gardens months
back,” Lakshmanansaid.

Wary of large-scale spread, Assam keeps close watch on tea gardens

AtateagardeninGolaghatdistrictofAssam. Express

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY31

AHEADOF theground-breaking
ceremony for theRamtemple in
Ayodhya on August 5, a war of
wordshasbrokenoutbetweenthe
ruling CPMand theOpposition
Congress inKerala,eachaccusing
theotherofanexuswiththeBJP.
In an article in party daily

Deshabhimani on Friday, CPM
state secretary and politburo
member Kodiyeri Balakrishnan
wrote, “Opposition leader
RameshChennithalahasbecome
the sarsanghchalak of RSS in
Kerala. Chennithala is theheart-
throb of RSS. He is the son of an
RSS sympathiser. That is why
Congress-ledUDFismaintaining
silenceintheAyodhyaissue.’’
Referring to the Ayodhya,

triple talaq and the Citizenship
AmendmentAct issues, Balakri-
shnan alleged that theCongress
has always played the “soft-
Hindutvacard”.
TheCPM leaderwrote that it

was this “soft Hindu line” that
made then PrimeMinister P V
NarasimhaRaosupportthedem-
olition of the Babri Masjid.
“Chennithala is climbingup the
political ladder in the shadowof
Rao’s tradition. For theCongress,
BJPandIUML,theironlyenemyis
CPI(M),’’hewroteinthearticle.
HeaddedthatPrimeMinister

NarendraModiwillbelayingthe
foundationstoneforRamtemple
inAyodhyaonAugust5 to“paint
Sri Rama in saffronandmakeSri
RamaaHindu card evenduring
thisCovid-19pandemic”.
Chennithala,theLeaderofthe

OppositioninthestateAssembly,
has steppeduphis attackon the
state government in thewakeof

a string of controversies, includ-
ing the gold smuggling scandal,
promptingtheCPMtohitback.
Recently, Balakrishnan had

stated that “whatBJP says in the
morning is repeatedbyChennit-
halaintheafternoon.TheOpposi-
tionCongressisnowimplement-
ing the RSS agenda.RSS wants
ChennithalatoheadtheUDF.’’
DefendingChennithala,Cong-

ress state presidentMullappally
Ramachandran said the CPM
wants to divert attention from
criticalissues.Therulingparty,he
said,isnowisolatedfromthepeo-
pleandhasrealisedthatitcannot
retainpower.Secularismisonlya
façadefortheCPM,hesaid.
CongressdailyVeekshanamon

Fridayquotedanarticleintheon-
line edition of BJPmouthpiece
Janmabhumionthe“RSSlinks”of
CPM politburo member
SRamachandranPillai.
PillaionFridaytoldthemedia

thatthecontroversyis“unwarra-
ntednow”.“IhadattendedRSStill
theageof15.Ibecameamaterial-
istandshiftedtoCommunismaf-
terrealisingthatinternationalism
isbetterthannationalism,’’hesaid.
Responding to the war of

wordsbetweentheCPMandthe
Congress, BJP state president
KSurendransaidboththeparties
want to woo minority votes.
“CongressandCPMhavealready
started secret parleys in their ef-
fortstodefeattheBJPinthecom-
inglocalbodyelections,”hesaid.

Minor raped,
murdered in
Muzaffarnagar
village; one held

AMITSHARMA,
MEERUT, JULY31

ASEVEN-YEAR-OLDgirlwas al-
legedly raped and strangled to
death by a 22-year-oldman in
UttarPradesh’sMuzaffarnagarlate
Thursdaynight. Police said they
havearrestedtheaccusedandthat
hehadconfessedtothecrime.
The crime came to light on

Thursday after the father of the
victim filed anFIRwhendidnot
return home till late evening. In
theFIR,thefathersaidthatwhen
the family tried to trace the girl,
some of her friends said the ac-
cused—who stays in the same
village—askedhertocomealong
withhimashewasgoinghome.
Muzaffarnagar Deputy SP

Ashish Pratap Singh said, “We
tookhimintocustodyandwhen
we interrogated him at the po-
lice station, he confessed to not
only killing the seven-year-old,
but also raping her. He will be
sent to jail onSaturday.”
Theincidentcamedaysafter

a16-year-oldgirlwasgangraped
in a Muzaffarnagar village by
fourmen.

Woman raped in
Bulandshahr

Bulandshahr: A 50-year-old
womanwas allegedly raped by
five men in Uttar Pradesh’s
Bulandshahr district, police said
on Friday. A case under Section
376D (gangrape) of the IPChas
been registered against two
identified and three unknown
personsonthebasisof thecom-
plaint filed by the woman’s
brother-in-law, theysaid.
According to the complaint,

the incident took place on
Thursday nightwhen thewid-
owedwomanwenttoanagricul-
tural fieldnearherhouse, police
said.Whenshedidnotreturn,her
familymembers started search-
ing for her and she was later
found in the field, they said. The
woman told her family that five
menassaultedherandidentified
twoofthemfromherneighbour-
ingvillage,policesaid. PTI

Final-year
exams: SC
refuses to pass
interim order

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THESUPREMECourtonFridayre-
fusedtopassanyinterimorderon
a batch of petitions challenging
guidelines to hold final year/se-
mester examinations by Septe-
mber amid the Covid-19 pand-
emicandaskedtheCentretoclear
thestandoftheMinistryofHome
Affairs(MHA)ontheissue.
The UGC told the top court

thatnobodyshouldremainunder
the impression that since the
SupremeCourt isexaminingthis
issue,thefinalyear/semesterex-
aminationwillbestayed.
A bench headed by Justice

Ashok Bhushan said that itwas
notpassing anyorders on the is-
sueandpostedthematterforfur-
therhearingonAugust10.
The bench, also comprising

JusticesRSubhashReddyandM
RShah,wasinformedbySolicitor
GeneralTusharMehta,appearing
for theCentre and theUGC, that
hewouldapprisethecourtabout
theMHA’sstand.
Mehta said they were only

concernedwith finalyearexams
andoutofover800universitiesin
thecountry,209havecompleted
theexaminationsandaround390
universities are in theprocess of
conductingtheexaminations.
“Letnobodyremainunderthe

impressionthatsincethiscourtis
examining this, itwill be stayed.
Let students continuewith their
studies,”Mehtasaid.
Tothis,thebenchsaid,“Weare

notpassinganysuchorder.”
OnThursday,theUGCjustified

itsdecisiondirectingalluniversi-
ties and institutions tohold final
year/semester examinations by
September saying itwasdone to
protecttheacademicfutureofstu-
dentsacrossthecountry.

TEMPLE TREAT
Sweetsbeingpreparedfor theRamtemple’s foundationstone layingceremony, inAyodhyaonFriday. PTI

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,JULY31

BSP PRESIDENT Mayawati on
Fridaysaiditwouldhavebeenbet-
ter had an invitation been ex-
tended to “Dalit Mahamanda-
leshwar”KanhaiyaPrabhunandan
Giri for the ‘bhoomipujan’ cere-
mony of the Ram temple in
AyodhyaonAugust5,addingthat
it “wouldhavehadsome impact
ontheConstitutional intentionof
settingacastelesssociety”.
This comes after reports in

sectionsofthemediathatPrabhu-
nandanGiri was unhappy over
notbeinginvitedtotheevent.

InatweetinHindi,Mayawati
wrote,“ConsideringDalitMaha-
mandaleshwarSwamiKanhaiya
PrabhunandanGiri’scomplaint,
it would have been better if he
was also invited for the cere-
mony along with other 200
saints/sadhus.”

Atthesametime,theBSPchief
advised theDalit community to
distance themselves from such
matters and “focus onwork by
walking on the path shown by
BabasahebBhimraoAmbedkar”.
Theremarkscameinthewake

of allegations by Prabhunandan
Girithathewasnotinvitedtothe
event possibly out of apprehen-
sionsthathisvisitwouldmakethe
temple“apavitra”(impure).
Narendra Giri, president of

Akhil BhartiyaAkhara Parishad,
deniedPrabhunandanGiri'salle-
gations,sayingthat“saintsdonot
haveanycaste.”
Kameshwar Chaupal,mem-

berofRamJanmaBhoomiTeerth

KshetraTrustwhobelongstothe
Dalitcommunity,alsodeniedthe
allegationsandsaidheisarepre-
sentative in the trust andmore-
over,mudfromplacesofworship
of Dalits fromdifferent parts of
Biharwas being brought for the
bhoomipujanceremony.
“The allegations are false.

Amidthecoronavirussituationin
thecountry,normsarethatnum-
ber (of people at functions)
shouldbe limited. I, Kameshwar
Chaupalamthere.IamaDalitand
there areothers, too. It is not ap-
propriate tomake such allega-
tions.Iambringingmudfromdif-
ferent places of worship of the
DalitSamaj inBihar.”

Dalit religious leader should have been
invited for Ram temple bhoomi pujan: Maya

BSPchiefMayawati

Kerala: CPM, Cong
accuse each other
of nexus with BJP

CPM statesecyBalakrishnan
hastargetedChennithala

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAMMU,JULY31

THE JAMMUandKashmirPolice
on Friday held the head of a
madrasa in Banihal town on
chargesof committing anact in-
tended tohurt the religious feel-
ingsofanothercommunity.
Police identified the accused

asGhulamRasool,whohasbeen
running amadrasa at Banihal’s
Nagbal. Theysaidhehadputout
anadvertisement seekingdona-
tions frompeopletosacrificean-
imals on their behalf onEid. The
advertisementsaidonepieceofa
“big animal”will cost Rs 3,000,
while thepieces of small animal
willcostRs8,000-10,000.
The president of Ramban

unit of theVHP,Ashish Sharma,
hadlodgedacomplaintwithpo-
lice, saying the advertisement
about sacrificing “big animals”
was aimed at hurting the reli-
gious feelings of a particular
community.
Ramban SSP Haseeb ur

Rehman said that police have
apprehended Ghulam Rasool
toavoidalawandorderproblem.
Thematterisunderinvestigation.

J&K madrasa
head held for
‘hurting religious
sentiments’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PATNA, JULY31

NINE PEOPLE, including four
children, died in two boat inci-
dents on the Gandak river in
Bihar’s Gopalganj district in the
last24hours.
Whilesixpeople—including

fourchildrenagedbetweennine
and 11 years — from Parsauni
Malahi villagedied in aboat ac-
cidentonFridaymorning, three
from Baikunthpur died on
Thursdayastheirboatcapsized.
TheGopalganjdistrict adminis-
tration has stopped ferrying
of private boats after the
incidents.

6 children among
9 dead in Bihar
boat mishaps
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HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, JULY31

WITH theAssembly session still
14 days away, the Congress on
Friday shifted its MLAs, shep-
herdedbyChiefMinister Ashok
Gehlot, to a resort in Jaisalmer --
over560kmwestof Jaipur --via
charteredflights.
The legislatorshead there af-

ter an18-day stay at a hotel and
resort on the outskirts of Jaipur,
wheretheymovedfollowingthe
revoltbySachinPilotand18MLAs.
Indicating that theGehlot loyal-
istswouldnowbeinJaisalmertill
theAssemblyconvenesonAugust
14 or a floor test, the Congress

claimed a
“threat” to
them and im-
mense “pres-
sure” on their
family and rel-
atives.
Talking to

journalistsout-
side Jaipur air-
port, Gehlot

said, “TheMLAsare getting calls,
theirfamilymembersaregetting
calls, their contacts are getting
calls, threat calls, to pressurise
them. The MLAs are mentally
troubled...Theyhavebeensitting
herefor long...hencewethought
to shift them. Therewill be less
pressurethere,anditisfaraway.”
Accusing"theGovernmentof

India andHomeMinistry” of be-
ingafterhisgovernment, theCM
said “saving the government is
important”alongwithgoverning
thestate."Iamforcedtosay,'Amit
Shahji, what has happened to
you?Day andnight, awake and
while asleep, you think how to
topple a government'. If chosen
governments fall like this,what
willbeleftofdemocracy?”hesaid.
Gehlot added that hewould

be goingup anddownbetween
the state capital and Jaisalmer. “I
willbeinJaipurandsowillmostof
myministers.Wewill not com-
promisewithgovernance."
AseniorCongress leader said

the legislators had themselves
raised the "pressure" theywere
underattheCongressLegislature
PartymeetingonThursday, after
whichaunanimousdecisionwas
taken that allwould shift some-
whereoutof Jaipur.
SourcessaidtheCongresswas

alsoworriedthatthefamilymem-

bers dropping in to meet the
MLAsattheJaipurresortmightbe
conveying offers to defect. Few
MLAswereallowedvisitors, that
too immediate familymembers,
butwithupcomingfestivalssuch
as Eid, Raksha Bandhan and
Janmashtmi, Congress expected
requestsforvisitstoincrease.
OnThursday,Gehlothadsaid

the“rates”ofMLAshadincreased
manifold. “Ever since the
Governordeclared14th (August,
for the House to convene), the
telephoneshave started ringing.
Weget newswho is calling and
what they are offering. They
(MLAs) are being asked, 'Tell us
whatyouwant'...”hesaid.
WhiletheFairmontHoteland

ResortwheretheMLAswerestay-
ing till Friday is now in the
crosshairsofED,theiraccommo-
dation in Jaisalmer -- Suryagarh
Hotel--is14kmfromthecity.
DenyingGehlot's allegations,

BJP statepresident SatishPoonia
said, "Who is saleable, disclose
their names." Asking why the
Congress was headed for
Jaisalmer, he saidwhatwas the
need for it “if all CongressMLAs
are united, there is no danger,
everythingisfine".
“After Jaipur and beyond

Jaisalmer, there is Pakistan,"
Poonia said. "For how longwill
yourunawayfromreality?”

CongressMLAsat the JaipurairportonFriday.TheMLAs,whowerecampingatahotelontheDelhi-Jaipurhighway,were
movedto Jaisalmerviacharteredflights, aheadof theRajasthanAssemblysessiononAugust14.Rohit JainParas

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

CHIEF WHIP of the Congress
Legislature Party in Rajasthan
Assembly Mahesh Joshi has
moved the Supreme Court
against the High Court’s July 24
order asking the Speaker to
maintain “status quo” on the
questionofdisqualificationof19
rebelCongressMLAs.
Theplea said theHighCourt

had “exceeded its jurisdiction
“and that its order “impinges
upon the domain of the
legislature”.
JoshisaidtheHCorder“isex-

facieunconstitutional,illegaland
intheteethofthelawlaiddown”
by a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in 1992 in the
case Kihoto Hollohan vs.
Zachillhu.
Hesaidthewritpetitionfiled

bytherebelMLAsintheHC“was
totallynonmaintainableandpre-
mature”. It “sought to challenge
onlyanoticedated14.07.2020is-
sued by the Speaker calling for
commentsoftheRespondentson
thedisqualificationpetitionsfiled

against themunder… the Tenth
Schedule”,hesaid,adding“there
wasabsolutelynoadverseorder
of any kind against the
RespondentsandassuchtheWrit
Petition... was completely non
maintainable”.
Theirwrit petition sought to

raise the question of constitu-
tional validity of Para 2(1)(a) of
Tenth Schedule, whichwas al-
ready settled by the Supreme
CourtintheKihotocase,Joshisaid.
Itwasondisqualificationpe-

titions filed by Joshi that the
Speaker issued the notices to
rebelMLAs.
On this, Joshi said the peti-

tions filed by him “make out a
primary facie case against” the
MLAs “of voluntary giving up
membershipof thepartyunder
para 2(1)(A)” of the Tenth
Schedule.
Substantiating this, he said

“grave and sinister attempts
were beingmade by” them “to
break the ranks of the INC and
topple the duly elected INC
Government in the State of
Rajasthan”.
The rebels “had deliberately

absented themselves from two

crucial CLP meetings held on
13.07.20and14.07.20despitere-
peated reminders and notices”,
he said, adding “themediawas
rife with vociferous demands
by” theMLAs “calling for a floor
test against their own
Government”.
They even claimed that “the

INC Government had cheated
the people of Rajasthan”. They
“hadbecomeinaccessibletothe
Party leadership by going in-
communicado andwere enjoy-
ing the hospitality of the State
BJPGovernmentinHaryanaata
resort in Manesar (Haryana)”,
Joshi said.
The chief whip said he had

“asserted”beforetheHCthatthe
rebels“areactinginconcertwith
theBJP...andthereareseriousat-
temptsbeingmadeby”them“to
offer allurements and bribes to
members of the INC to switch
support to theBJP”.
Joshi said such “conduct” of

theMLAs“revealsgrossestform
of defection under Para 2(1) (a)
of theTenthSchedule”.
OnJuly29,AssemblySpeaker

C P Joshi too hadmoved the SC
against theHCorder.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THECONGRESSonFridaysought
an explanation from the BJP for
“rampant corruption, compro-
mise on national security and
weakeningof thedefencestruc-
ture” under the first NDA gov-
ernment headed by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.
The attack came a day after

former Samata Party chief Jaya
Jaitlywassentencedtofouryears
in jail for a 2001 case of alleged
corruption in a defence deal,
onlytobegrantedastayorderby
theDelhiHighCourtafewhours
later. Twootherswere also sen-
tencedbythelowercourttofour
years' imprisonmentbutdidnot
move theHighCourt.
The Congress also raked up

theRafalefighterjetdealcontro-
versy in thewake of the judge-
ment. “The verdict of the court
alsohighlightstheneedtoinves-
tigatethetruthofRafaledealand
provesthattruthneedstobein-
vestigated and is not what the
BJP says,” said spokesperson
JaiveerShergill.
Shergill said that theconvic-

tion of Jaitly and two others by
thelowercourthadexposedthe
NDA-BJP’s“corruption,commis-
sion and conspiracy” oriented
approachtowardsdefencedeals.
Thelowercourtverdict,heal-

leged, has established the struc-
tureof thedefenceprocurement
mechanismunder theNDA-BJP
regimeis filledwiththe“cement
of money-making, influencing
andbribingratherthanbeingbuilt
onthepillarsoftransparencyand
complianceofprocedures”.
"Thereexistsacultureofinflu-

encing, favouringand facilitating
defencedeals in lieuof receiving
bribery and gratificationwithin
theNDA-BJP top leadership and
decision-makers,"saidShergill.
Jaitly, Major General S P

Murugai (retd) and former
Samata Party leader Gopal
Pacherwalwerecharge-sheeted
after Tehelkamagazine aired a
sting operation that showed
them purportedly accepting
bribes from its reporters—pos-
ing as representatives of a ficti-
tious company—for supplying
orders fromtheArmy forhand-
held thermal imagers.

Ashok
Gehlot

BIHAR WATER Resources
Minister and national general
secretary of JD(U) SANJAY
KUMAR JHA speaks to
DIPANKARGHOSEonefforts to
dealwith the pandemic aswell
as the flood situation, and the
upcomingAssemblyelections.

What is thefloodsituationin
Bihar?
Asof July31, 108blocks in14

districtsareaffected.Accordingto
ourestimates,thatmeansover39
lakhpeopleareaffected.Oneofthe
main issues is two to three
breachesontheGandakandacou-
pleonBudhiGandakriver.About
72 hours before heavy rain,we
sendanalerttothedistrict.InBihar,
people live insideembankments
too.Soifthereisanalert,ourengi-
neersaremadeaware,andpeople
are asked tomove fromtheem-
bankments. Followingthe July9-
11heavyrainfall,andagainonJuly
19-21,therewasaheavyrainalert
intheGandakcatchmentofNepal,
andtheconcentrationofrainwas
above200mmat several gauge
stations.Inhundredsofplaces,our
engineershavecontinuedwork-

ingonseepageandpipingdayand
night.

What is theforecast for the
near futureandwhatare
yourpreparations?
In the last 24 hours, while

Gandak has been stabilising;
Budhi Gandak and Adhwara
group rivers have received a lot
ofdischargefromNepalandlev-
elsshowarisingtrend. Intwoto
threedaysweexpectraintosub-
side in the Gandak, Budhi
Gandak, and at Baghmati,
AdhwaraandMahanandacatch-
ments.Water levels of Gandak,
Budhi Gandak, Adhwara group
rivers andMahananda have set
newrecords this July... breaking
those set in the 1987. Chief
MinisterNitishKumarhasbeen
especially concerned about en-
suring that people living inside
embankmentsmoveoutintime.
Inhisdailystocktakingbriefings,
heseekstoknownotonlyabout
rainfall, river trends, forecasts
and flood-fighting efforts, but
alsothereliefandrescueefforts.

Bihar’s floodsarealmostan

annualritual.HowhasCovid-
19affectedoperationsthis
year?
We had a lockdown from

March24,andthatwasthepeak
time for the department to do
anti-erosion work. No trucks

could come. No labour or engi-
neer could go to the site. After
April10or12,theCMexempted
this work from the lockdown.
But that was not enough. We
made a cell that contractors
could contact if they had issues
withmaterial, sowe could con-
tactthefactoryoutsidethestate,
or the district collector con-
cerned, and get the truckmov-
ing. Only thenwerewe able to
finish 393 critical anti-erosion
work, which was difficult.
Engineers also tested positive.
We are sending people from
headquarters, but they are not
familiar with the terrain. These
are not ordinary times, even for
floodwork.

Amonthagoyousaidthere
were issueswith
maintenanceworkonthe
GandakbarrageontheNepal
side.What is thestatuson
that?
This becomes a country-to-

country thing. MEA deals with
them. Our representative also
sits in Kathmandu. There have
been some issues relating to

work this time. Here, it is our
government, and we did the
work accordingly. But we do
flood fighting and anti-erosion
work in Nepal side also. There
was a lockdown there, andwe
had no access. Sowe requested
theMEA.Isaidthatevenifwefix
everything,whatwill happen if
things gowrong upstream. But
they stopped our engineers.
They said theywould let them
goonlyafter thermal screening.
Later, theyagreedtheycouldgo.
I don’t want to speak on India-
Nepalrelations,butthingswere
notas smooth thisyear.

Theoppositionsaysthat
amidfloodandCovid,CM
NitishKumarisnotstepping
outandis focusedonlyon
elections.What isyour
response?
From day one Nitish Kumar

hasbeenmonitoring,reviewing
every day. The number of mi-
grantswhocamewasnotsmall,
30-40lakh.Ithinkhemanagedit
well. Quarantine centres were
opened. I travelledwith him in
June by road to Darbhanga and

Madhubani, to reviewwork on
the India-Nepal border. He has
seenotherpointsofthefloodsit-
uation. It is true that if the CM
moves toomuch, the adminis-
tration of different regions gets
affected. As far as elections is
concerned, it is for the Election
Commission to decide. As far as
mypartyisconcerned,JDUisfor
the election. Why people are
running away from elections, I
don’t know. Because they have
seen the Lok Sabha results and
theywerewipedout.Theyhave
seentheir future.

But if theCovidcurve ishigh,
oramidfloods,howwillan
electionhappenwithoutsay
rallies,orpeoplecomingto
vote?
Wehave time. Let’s see how

things unfold in August. EC has
come out with details like in-
creasing booths, etc. Let them
take a call.We hope things im-
prove in Bihar. Death rates are
minimal, recovery rates are
more than national average.
Things are not as bad as pro-
jected.This is aglobalproblem.
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ANDHRA PRADESH Governor
BiswabhushanHarichandan on
Friday approved the Andhra
Pradesh Decentralisation and
Inclusive Development Bill and
APCapital RegionDevelopment
Authority Repeal 2014 Bill,
paving theway for establishing
threecapitals in thestate.
TheGovernor’snodmakes it

unlikely for Amaravati to be the
state's sole capital, as envisaged
bythepreviousTDPgovernment.
AsperthedecentralisationBill,

Amaravatiwill be the legislature

capital,Visakhapatnamwillbethe
executivecapitalandKurnoolwill
bethejudicialcapital.However,at
leastadozenpetitionsfiledinthe
High Court by TDP activists,
Amaravati ParirakshanaSamithi
andsocial activists are still pend-
ing.Untilthecourtclearsthem,the
state cannot implement the
Governor’sorder.
YSRCPworkers and leaders

set off firecrackers to celebrate

the Governor's decision while
farmers in Amaravati region,
who have been protesting for
severalmonths, held a demon-
stration.
Former chief minister and

Opposition leader N
Chandrababu Naidu said it is a
darkday inthestate'shistory.
“Using unethicalmeans, the

government has forced the
Governortoassenttothisfraud,”
hesaid.
MunicipalAdministrationand

UrbanDevelopmentMinister B
Satyanaryana said the govern-
ment'saimindecentralisingcap-
itals is to ensure equal develop-
mentacrossthestate.

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THERE ISnoupper limit to fares
that private players can fix for
passenger trains theywill run,
andoperatorswill notneedany
approval fromanyauthority for
it,theRailwaysMinistryclarified
onFriday.
Several prospective bidders

fortheprojecthadraisedasetof
queriesonvariousaspectsof the
move to give out 109 routes to
run151 trains toprivateplayers
for 35 years at a recent pre-ap-
plicationmeeting.

Replying to thosequeries on
Friday, theRailways said fares of
theseprivatetrainswillbemarket-
driven,andnoapprovaliscontem-
plated. Sources said tomake this
provision legally tenable, the
RailwaysmayneedCabinet ap-
proval or evenParliament sanc-
tion,sinceundertheRailwaysAct,
onlytheministryortheUniongov-
ernmentcandecidefaresforpas-
sengertrainsinthecountry.
Withnoupper limit for fares

andasteepprojectcost,thanksto
expensive,modern rolling stock,
fares are expected to be way
steeper than existing train serv-
ices, officials said. The private

playerisfreetosellticketsthrough
itswebsitebutthebackendofthe
websitewillbetiedtotherailway
passengerreservationsystem.
Confusionprevailedover the

technical specifications of trains
that Railwayswants the private
players to deploy.While several
companies askedhowRailways
couldseek160kmphspeedfrom
privatetrainswhenitsinfrastruc-
ture is probably not ready to for
such speed, the reply givenwas:
“Theclauseisself-explanatory.No
changeiscontemplated.”
The Railways also did not

comeoutwithtechnicalspecifi-
cations for the rolling stock that

it seeks the private players to
bring in. On various questions
about this, the reply was: “The
draft Specifications and
Standardswillbeissuedshortly.”
Sourcessaidtechnicalspeci-

ficationcontemplatedforprivate
operators is such it requires
maintenance after running
40,000 km or for 31 days—
something that is not easily
available in themarket.
When asked how responsi-

bilitywillbefixedincaseofacci-
dents, the reply given was:
“Relevantprovisionsshallbein-
cluded as part of draft conces-
sionagreement.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

ASPARTofanewcentralscheme
toprovideaffordablehousingon
rent to thepoor fromthepoolof
governmenthouseslyingunused
in India, Housing and Urban
AffairsMinister Hardeep Singh
PuriFridaylaunchedaguidebook
or knowledge pack to provide
policyclaritytoallstakeholders.
Puri also launched ‘CREDAI

AwaasApp’andNAREDCO'son-
line portal ‘HousingforAll.com’
throughavideoconference.
“About1.08lakhhousescon-

structedunderpreviousgovern-
ment schemes are vacant in159
cities,whicharepotentiallyavail-
able for rentalhousing forurban
migrantsorthepoor,”Purisaid.
The Affordable Rental

Housing Complexes (ARHC)
scheme, which has been
launched under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban
(PMAY-U) as part of Atma

Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, will
providedignifiedandaffordable
livingspacesforurbanmigrants/
poor inneed, saidPuri.
The scheme will also help

real estate developers retain
labour forces on their sites, he
said, adding the rental housing
will bebeneficial foryouths.
Toachieve thegovernment's

targetunder ‘HousingForAll’by
2022, Puri said theministry has
almostsanctionedtheentire1.12
croredwellingunitsasenvisaged
under the PrimeMinister Awas
Yojana (Urban). About 70 per
cent of sanctioned houses have
beengrounded.Purisaidtheface
of the national capital would
changewiththeimplementation
of threemajor schemes, includ-
inga landpoolingpolicy.

Rajasthan Cong chief whip moves SC
against HC order on disqualification

Rampant
corruption in
defence deals
during NDA-1,
says Congress

Hardeep
SinghPuri

Andhra Governor nod to 3-capital
plan; HC clearance still remains

Puri launches guidebook
on central scheme
for affordable housing

No upper limit on ticket fare in
private trains, Railways clarifies

Governor
Biswabhushan
Harichandan

Rulingpartyclaimsthreats to legislators, family;BJPsaysafter Jaisalmer, there isPakistan

RAJASTHANPOWERPLAY

House session 14 days away, Cong
nowshifts itsMLAs to Jaisalmer

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
JABALPUR, JULY31

APETITIONwasfiledonFridayin
theMadhyaPradeshHighCourt
challengingCongress-turned-BJP
leaderJyotiradityaScindia'selec-
tiontotheRajyaSabha.
Senior CongressMLA from

Lahar constituency inBhinddis-
trict, Dr Govind Singh, filed the
election petition claiming that
Scindia had suppressed facts re-
garding an FIR filed against him
withBhopal police, his counsels
SanjayAgrawalandAnujAgrawal
said. Singhhas filed the election
petitiononbasisof beingavoter
inRajyaSabhapolls, theyadded.
The petitioner has said that

Congress Rajya Sabhamember
Digivjaya Singh had raised this
objectionwith the election au-
thorities onMarch17but itwas
rejected, the lawyers said.

In MP, Cong
MLA files case on
Scindia’s RS win

‘These are not ordinary times, even for flood work’

EXPRESSNEWSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY31

THE INDIAN Express Special
CorrespondentDipankar Ghose
haswonthePremBhatiaAward
forpoliticalreportingforhiswork
onissuesrelatedtotheCovid-19
pandemic,includingthemigrant
labourcrisis.
WhileGhosewontheaward

for the category of reporting on
political issues, theawardforre-
porting on environmental and
developmentissueswasgivento
the People’s Archive of Rural
India (PARI), a journalismweb-
sitededicatedtoreportingonru-
ral India.
The Prem BhatiaMemorial

Trust,which confers the awards
foroutstanding journalism, said
inapressreleasethatGhosehas
been awarded “for his coverage
of themigrant labour crisis and
otherCovid-19related issues”.
Apart from reporting on the

issue ofmigrant labourwalking
back hundreds of kilometres to
their home towns during the
lockdown,Ghosealsoreporteda
series of stories fromBhagalpur
inBiharforoveramonthstarting
mid-June to understand the ef-
fects of the pandemic and the
lockdowninsmall-townIndia.
On July 6, Ghose reported

about the children of Musahari
tola, a Mahadalit colony in
Badbillavillage,whohadturned
to rag-pickingandbeggingafter
themid-daymealscheme,which
guaranteed one stable meal a
day, came to a halt as schools

wereclosed.
Taking note of the report

within hours of it being pub-
lished, theBihargovernment is-
suedanorder toprovide rations
aswellasmoneythroughDirect
BenefitTransfertoallschoolchil-
drenacrossthestatefor80work-
ingdays fromMayto July.
ThePatnaHighCourtandthe

National Human Rights
Commissionalsotooksuomotu
cognizanceof thereport.
While the court directed the

stategovernment toensure that
no child is “pushed into or in-
dulgesinanyactivityofragpick-
ingorbeggary,moresoontheac-
countof lackof food”, theNHRC
issued notices to the Union
Ministry of Human Resource
Development and Bihar’s chief
secretary andmentioned that it
was a “serious issue of violation
of human rights”, demanding a
replywithin fourweeks.
The Prem Bhatia Award to

PARI “collectively for its armyof
fieldreporters,volunteersandits
dedicated teamwhich sifts and
publishesdata”,thepressrelease
said, is “for its extensive field re-
ports, including climate change
effectsandtheimpactofthepan-
demic on rural India”. PARI's
foundereditorPSainathhasalso
wontheawardearlier.

Dipankar
Ghose

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,JULY31

THELASTlegof theoperationsto
controltheblowoutandfireatOil
India Limited’s (OIL’s) Baghjan
well inAssamfacedasetbackon
Friday, just as engineerswereat-
tempting to place the Blowout
Preventer(BOP)onthewellhead
toplugtheleak.
Formore than twomonths,

OILhasbeentryingtocontrolthe
blowoutintheBaghjanoilfieldin
Tinsukiadistrict.AreleasebyOIL
onFridayeveningsaid,“Whilethe
cappingoperationwasbeing at-
tempted, theAtheyWagon top-

pledoveratthelastmoment,and
theattemptdidnotsucceed.”
TheAtheyWagonisa90-foot-

long vehicle used to lift heavy
equipment—inthiscasetheBOP,
a device that needs to be rein-
stalledatthewellhead,following
which thewell can be ‘killed’ or
shutdowncompletely.
“Wewould have been able

plugtheblowouttodayitselfifthe
wagonhadnottoppled,”saidOIL
spokespersonTridivHazarika.He
added, “Awell-killing liquidwill
be pushed into thewell at high
pressure to complete the opera-
tions.”Thespokespersonsaidthe
processmay takeup to four-five
hours.

Setback in ops to plug blowout at
OIL well in Assam’s Baghjan

Indian Express
journalist wins Prem
Bhatia Award for
political reporting
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1057805PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN35STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 471
ArunachalPradesh 1484
Assam 38407
Bihar 48477
Chandigarh 1016
Chhattisgarh 8761
DadraandNagarHaveli 1064
Goa 5704
Haryana 34254
HimachalPradesh 2506
JammuandKashmir 19869
Jharkhand 10167
Kerala 22303
Ladakh 1378
MadhyaPradesh 30968
Manipur 2505
Meghalaya 803
Mizoram 408
Nagaland 1566
Odisha 30378
Puducherry 3298
Punjab 15456
Rajasthan 40145
Sikkim 610
Tripura 4706
Uttarakhand 7065

If youtestpositive,doyouhavethe
disease?
The unequivocal answer is: maybe. No

diagnostic test is 100% accurate. But if you
arenot showing any symptoms, anddonot
have any reason to believe youmight have
been exposed to the virus, getting yourself
testedjusttocheckyourstatusmightnotbe
advisable.Youwouldpossiblybesurprisedto
knowhowbig theprobabilityof yourbeing
incorrectly identified as positive can be in
such a case. The key, as youwill see later, is
theprevalenceof thedisease,meaninghow
widespreadthediseaseisinthecommunity.

Howaccuratearetests?
Notestis100%accurate. It isnotverydif-

ficulttobelievethis.Diagnostictests, includ-
ing theonesused for detectionof Covid-19,
haveamarginoferrorandoftengeneratere-
sultsthatarefalsepositivesorfalsenegatives.
Afalsepositivemeansthetestincorrectlyla-
bels ahealthypersonasdiseased. Similarly,
afalsenegativeincorrectlymarksadiseased
personashealthy.
Anytesthastoaccomplishtwogoals:cor-

rectly identify the diseased and thehealthy
individuals. The two goals are distinct, and
onecanbeachievedwithouttheother.Toil-
lustratethepoint, let’sconsiderthisextreme
example:imagineatestthatlabelseveryone
as diseased. This test wouldwork remark-
ablywell if a largemajority of those under-
taking itwere actually sick, but itwould fail
miserablyifmostof themwerehealthypeo-
ple.Therefore, itwouldcorrectlyidentifythe
diseasedpeopleinonescenario,whilefailing
to find thehealthyones in theother.
Therefore,accuracyofatest ismeasured

by two parameters, aligned with the two
goals. Sensitivity is the ability of the test to
correctly identify diseased individuals. A
highlysensitivetestpicksupalargepercent-
age of the diseased. It is calculated as the
numberofpositivesdetectedoutofthenum-
berofdiseasedindividualstested.So,ifoutof
100 peoplewho undertake the test, 10 are
sick, and nine of them get correctly identi-
fied, then thesensitivitywouldbe90%.
The secondmeasure, the ability to cor-

rectly identify healthy individuals, is called
specificity.Itiscalculatedinasimilarmanner.

Most tests have different sensitivity and
specificityvalues.

DoIbelievemyresult?
Letusimagineatestwith90%sensitivity

and95%specificity. The test is conducted in
a population that has an overall disease
prevalenceof 5% (meaning, 5%of thepopu-
lationis infected).This isanother important
parameter.Wedonotalwaysknowthetrue
spreadofthedisease,andtherefore,typically
anestimate isused forprevalence.
Now let us test 1,000 people from this

group.Byourassumptions,950ofthesepeo-
plewouldbehealthyandonly50(5%disease
prevalence) would be infected. The table
showsthe test results for these1,000.
Out of 50 diseased people, this test cor-

rectly identifies 45, andmarks five as nega-
tive.Andamongthe950healthypeople,903
(95%)arecorrectly identified, and47are in-
correctlydetectedas infected.
Althoughtheactualnumberof diseased

people is only 50, this testmarks 92 (45 ac-
tual, plus 47 false positives) as infected. A
personwho receives a positive result will
only be 49% likely to have the disease. This
realisation comes from the calculation that
only 45 out of the 92 positive results (49%)
are correct. This ratio is called the positive
predictive value, or post-test probability of
disease, and indicates thedegreetowhicha
positive test can predict actual sickness. It
shouldbe ashigh aspossible todrive confi-
dence inapositive result.
Similarly, there is a negative predictive

value and it indicates confidence in a nega-
tiveresult. In thisexample, anegativeresult
hasa99.4%probabilityofbeingaccurate(903
out of 908 negative results are actually
healthy).
One insightfulwayto interpret these re-

sults is to compare the probability of being
sickbeforeandafter the test. Before the test
istaken,theprobabilityofapersonbeingsick
(called pre-test disease probability) is 5%—
the same as the disease prevalence. A posi-
tive test increases this probability to 49%
(post-testdiseaseprobability).
Interestingly, the probability of being

healthy also increaseswith this test. Before
the test, the probability of being healthy is
95%.Anegativeresultincreasesthisprobabil-
ity to99.4%.
So, this test increases the confidence in

either diagnosis — though the confidence
level inapositiveresult fromthis testmight
notbesatisfactory.
A good test is one that raises this confi-

dence toveryhigh levels.

Howcanfalseresultsbereduced?
Inthisscenario, thehighnumberof false

positives, 47, was a result of 95% specificity
and 950 healthy individuals. Inmost con-
texts, 95% accuracy would be considered
goodenough.Butinasituationwithlowdis-
easeprevalence,atestofmuchhigherspeci-
ficity is required. Topush the false positives
down to, let’s say, 10, a testwith 99% speci-
ficity isneeded.
Increasing specificity is one way to re-

duce false positives. The other lever,math-
ematically, is toreducetherelativenumber
of healthy people. This can be achieved by
testingapopulationgroupinwhichthedis-
ease is muchmore widespread. This does
notmeanwaiting for thedisease to spread,
but to limit testing to a sub-group that is
more likely to have the disease — the pri-
marycontactsof infectedpeople, forexam-
ple, orhealthworkers.
Repeating theabovecalculationswitha

populationsizeof500with50diseasedpeo-
ple reveals that false positives come down
to 22. The positive predictive value (confi-
dence in a positive result) increases from
49% to67%.
In summary, false positives are reduced

withtwolevers:ahighspecificitytest,anda
high disease prevalence setting (high pre-
testdiseaseprobability).
Similarlogicindicatesthatfalsenegatives

arereducedwithahighsensitivitytestused
inasituationwith lowdiseaseprevalence.

Howaccuratearethetestscurrently
beingused?
In the Covid-19 setting, two kinds of

tests are beingused—RT-PCR todetect in-

fections,andantibodytests toestimatethe
disease prevalence. (Antigen and other di-
agnostictestsarenotconsidered.)Theaccu-
racy data for either of these tests is not
widelyknown.ArecentstudyevaluatedRT-
PCR kits from 22 companies in laboratory
settings and showed that sensitivity was
upwardsof90%,andspecificitywasat least
95%(data from finddx.org). Laboratorytest-
ing results usually show higher numbers
compared to clinical testing results (tests
on samples from individuals). Sample col-
lectionmethodology, apart fromother fac-
tors, impacts these results.
TheantibodykitsdevelopedinIndiahave

92.4% sensitivity and 97.9% specificity. The
Indian Council of Medical Research com-
pleted a seroprevalence study inMay, pre-
sumably using these kits. The study esti-
matedthediseasespreadtobe0.73%.Aswe
have seen above, at such low prevalence,
falsepositiveswillbeaproblem.Calculations
usingthesetestparameterswith1%disease
prevalence show that 70%of all positive re-
sultswouldbe false. Since theobjectiveof a
seroprevalencestudyistoestimatetheover-
all disease spread, options such as limiting
thesizeofthepopulationgrouparenotavail-
able. Therefore, further analysis and inter-
pretation of the calculated prevalence rate
are required.

What is thetakeawayfor individuals
whowanttoknowtheirstatus?
For an individual, there could be an un-

derstandable urge to “test and just check”
andreduceuncertaintybyseekingthecom-
fortofananticipatednegativeresult(theRT-
PCRtesttodetectactiveinfection). Thepru-
dentdecisionistocounterthisimpulsewith
theknowledgethat testingwillnotprovide
certainty unless conducted in the correct
context.Forasymptomaticindividualswith-
out any risk of exposure, the pre-test prob-
ability of disease is low. The chance of false
positives in such a setting is high.
Asymptomatic individualsshouldtherefore
opt fora testonly if theyhaveasolidreason
to fear exposure. If a person is required to
undergo testing, the individual should, if
possible,demandatestingkitwiththehigh-
est specificity.
This reasoning is applicable to any test,

not justaCovid-19test. Testing inasympto-
maticindividuals“justtocheck”leadstofalse
positiveswhendiseaseprevalenceislow,and
isnotappropriate.Adherence to thisprinci-
plebytheoverallhealthcarecommunitywill
result inhigher truepositives.

TusharGore isMD/CEOatResonance
Laboratories, anichepharmaceuticals

manufacturer
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ANEXPERTEXPLAINS

Oncopingwiththepandemic
Ithasbeenadifficulttime,Imusttellyou.Itwas

alsosudden,wewerenotpreparedwellenough…
WhenCovidstruck,withinamatterof10days,two
weeks,we told faculty youwere teaching in the
classrooms,nowyousuddenlystartdoingevery-
thingonline.Thetransitionwasnoteasyatall.Even
personally forme, itwasabigchallenge.Because
with the kind of infrastructurewehave on our
campuses,withthekindofdiversitywehave,stu-
dentsfromsuchvariedeconomicandsocialback-
grounds,suddenlytomovetoanonlinekindofed-
ucationwasanightmare.Themomentwesaidwe
will run classes, therewill be a hundred emails
fromstudents saying, “But I don'thavea laptop”.
Weare still struggling…butnow I thinkweare
better prepared.Within amatter of amonth, at
least300courses fromIITDelhiwentonline, but
therearestillchallenges.
I thinknow thenext semester is going to be

muchbetter.Infact,wearealsobringingbackstu-
dentswhohaveissueswithonline.Wehavedone
a survey: 4% of IIT Delhi students cannot take
classes from their hometownsor their places of
stay,sonowwearetryingtobringbackthese4%to
thecampus,makethemstayinhostels,evengive
themlaptopswheretheyrequirethem.

Howeffectiveisonlinelearning
Online teaching is not just about teaching in

frontof acamera.Thewayyoubehave inaclass-
room,thewayyoubehaveinfrontofacamera,are
verydifferent.IfyoumakeTendulkaract,weknow
how lousy Tendulkar iswhenhe is in front of a
camera.Butyoumakehimplayandyoushoothim
whileheisathisnaturalbest,hewillcomeacross

astheworld’sbestbatsman.Thatistruewithsome
ofourteacherstoo.Someofourbestteachers,who
areverygoodat connectingwith students in the
classroom—themomenttheymovedonline,they
just didnot knowwhere to start. So the training
partalsobecameveryimportantforus.
In a classroom, I can give a one-hour lecture

without any issues. But online, if I start lecturing
onehour,peoplegetboredvery,veryfast.Weeven
sawsomestudiesthatsay10minutesisthemax-
imumtimethatyoucanholdthestudents’atten-
tionwhenyouareonline.Sohowdowenowgive
aone-hourlectureinsmallermoduleswhenyou
areonline?AnotherbigchallengeIseeis:Oncam-
pusalotofpeer learninghappens—youlearnby
interactingwithyourpeers—and that ismostly
missingintheonlinekindofamodel...
Ihopethatwewillalsobeabletomovetomore

hybridformsof teaching.

Howtomakeupforpeerlearningand
tutorialsystem
Wearenowtrainingmanyofourfacultyonthe

flip classroomapproach,where youmakeavail-
ablethelecturecontent.Someofitcanberecorded
bythefacultymemberhimselforherself.Someof
itmaybealreadyavailablebecauseIITshavebeen
very extensively participating in theNPTELpro-
gramme.NPTEListhousandsofcoursesandallof
themare available. Sowewill alsomakeuse of
someof the resourcematerial, and studentswill
get tohear the lecturewhenever theywant. But
whenyouare livewith the facultymember, that
willbeamorediscussionkindofsession...
Butnothingcanreallybeat theclassroomand

the real-timeand thephysical. If youaskme, the
gurukulwayofteaching,whatourancientsusedto
do,isthebestformofeducation,andwehavecom-
promiseditbecauseweneededtoscaleupoursys-
tems.Nowwehavereachedastagewherethegu-
rukulkindofeducationisgone,andthehostelkind
ofeducationhascomein.Fromheretojumptoon-
lineandsayeverythingwillbecomevirtualisnever

goingtobethesameaswhatwestartedwith…
Certain things canbedone verywell online,

certainthingscannotbedonewellonline.IITsare
mostly engineering-centric and almost every
coursehas a laboratory component. Those labo-
ratorythings,wecannotdoanymore…Now,if in
Decemberwecanstartthecampuses,wemaybe
okay.But if it furthergetsextended…thatuncer-
taintyisalsothere.Therefore,nowwearenolonger
saying thatwewill postpone examinations.We

aretryingtomakeuseoftechnology,makeuseof
whatever is available for you…and start closing
downthesemester,startimprovingyoureffective-
ness online, and start conducting examinations
online…Don’t postpone anything becausewe
don’tknowwhenwearegoingtoreconvene.

Onconductingentranceexams
Ithinkjoiningofthenewbatchcanbedelayed,

iftheexaminationgetspostponedforsomemore

time.Wewillbeabletoaccommodatethatinour
calendars. But conducting these examinations is
important... At somepoint,weneedto figureout
waysofgettingbacktoanormalstatebytakingall
theprecautionsweneedtotake.Ifyouarefollow-
ing social distancingnorms, if youarewearing a
maskall thetime…Idon’t thinkanybodyshould
haveareasontocomplain.
But thechallengeagaincomesdowntoinfra-

structure.Alltheseexaminationsareheldinvari-
ouscentres,whicharemanagedbymultiplecom-
panies. For example, JEEAdvanced is conducted
byTCS.Whenwefollowsocialdistancingnorms,
youneed twice the number of centres as com-
paredtonormaltimes.Wehadacertainmember
of centres, let’ssay80centres,nowyousuddenly
require150-160ifyouaremaintainingsocialdis-
tancingnorms.Thequestionis,canTCSmakeavail-
ableinthesetimes,another80centres?Whatare
thesecentresandwhatistheircondition…Ifyou
arenot able tohold JEEAdvanced in one centre,
theentireexamneedstobecancelled.InJEEMains
thatisnotanissue;theydoitinmultiplesessions.
Sowehave toexpandthenumberof centres,

wehavetofollowsocialdistancingnorms,butthat
costsmoney.Infact,wehavebeeninnegotiations
withTCS.Thesearethechallenges.

TRANSCRIBEDBYMEHRGILL
(Editedexcerpts)

VIDEO:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JMAclZCszjyyHb-

074hulw0EVXRM8hla

Should you test just to check?
Notadvised,becausetheprobabilityofbeingfalsely identifiedasCovid-19-positive isquitehigh.Whenno
test is100%accurate, thekeyaspect toconsider isdiseaseprevalenceinthepopulationthat isbeingtested

TusharGore
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ActualDiseased ActualHealthy Totals FalseResults

TOTALS 50 950 1,000

PositiveResult 45 47 92 47
(90%Sensitivity) (FalsePositives) (45+47) (FalsePositives)

NegativeResult 5 903 908 5
(FalseNegatives) (95%Specificity) (903+5) (FalseNegatives)
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AUDIENCEQUESTIONS
Onalternativeplans if examsarenot
possibleeveninSeptember
I would like to believewewill be able to

conductinSeptember.Ifwearenotabletodo
that… two batches simultaneously is an is-
sue in terms of logistics. Butwewill have to
seewhatotheroptionswecanconsider.We
canobserveasemesterkindofabreak. If the
nextsemesterdoesn’thappen,wewillbeable
tostill absorbit.Decemberwouldhavebeen
vacation time andMay to June-Julywould
have been vacation time. By consuming
December and the summer next year, we
wouldhavebrought things toanormalstate
at leastbytheendof2021.

Onthepossibilityofusingartificial
intelligenceforexamsinvigilation
Wearediscussing someof these aspects

rightnow.Forexample,therearestart-upcom-
paniesdevelopingonlineevaluationmethods.
IITDelhiwouldliketolookintothat.Theother
option is take-homeexaminations, andas an
instructor, I always give students take-home
examinations.Iusedtotellstudentsthateven
ifIamconductinganexaminationintheclass-
room, if yousay I couldnotanswer thisques-
tion because I don't remember, Iwould give
youfullmarks.Wearenottestingstudentson
theirmemory,we are testing themon their
cognitiveability,ontheirthinking.

ProfVRamgopalRao(left) inconversation
withRitikaChopraonZoom.

InthisE-Xplainedsessionbeforeanationwide
audienceonZoom,ProfVRamgopalRao,Director IIT
Delhi,discusseschallengesposedbythepandemic,
andtheeffectivenessandlimitationsofonline learning

‘We are trying to improve online… don’t postpone
exams, we don’t know when we will reconvene’

02.07.2020 30.07.2020
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BARBED WIRE
SCneeds toask tougherquestions,of thosewhowieldpower—
before itdismissesan83-year-oldcitizen'splea for freedom

T
HEIRLORDSHIPSCOULDlookatthephotograph.ItwastakenonThursday,
adayaftertheSupremeCourtdisposedofapetitionbyJ&KCongressleader
Saifuddin Soz’swife challenginghis “illegal detention” and accepted the
government's contentionthathewasundernorestrictions. It frames the
83-year-old leader speaking to reporters, from behind a boundarywall

mountedbyabarbedwire,beforebeingpulledawaybypolicepersonnel,athisresidence
inSrinagar. It isnotnecessarytolistentowhatSozhadtosayacrossthewallonThursday
—thatphotographand that video, tell the story andposeaquestion. It is not only:Why
did the J&Kadministration take libertywith the facts incourt? It is also, andmore:Why
didthecourtaccepttheJ&Kadministration’swordforit?Whydiditacceptthestate'sdef-
initionof freedomwhenitisclearlyinconflictwiththecitizen’s?Unfortunately,thatlat-
terquestionisnowembeddedinarecurringpattern. Incaseaftercaseinvolvingcitizens'
fundamental libertiesandallegedtransgressionsbythestate,thecourtsseemtogivethe
government thebenefitof thedoubt.
On JammuandKashmir, amarkerof thispatterncame lastyearonOctober1,when,

responding to petitions challenging the constitutional validity of theAugust 5 decision
toabrogateJ&K’sspecialstatus,afive-judgeConstitutionbenchof theSupremeCourtre-
fused to order a stay and adjourned the hearing to November 4— until well after the
scheduledimplementationoftheCentre’sorderslicedthestateintotwoUnionTerritories
onOctober 31. Thepatternhas continued through theCourt’s treatment of habeas cor-
puspetitionsrelatedtopoliticians,business leaders, lawyersandjournalists—its lackof
alacrity, its adjournments, effectively extended those detentions. InMay, the SC order
decliningpleas for restorationof4Ginternetserviceswasdisturbingnot just forcontin-
uingthedenialof suchservicesbutalsobecause it seemedtocede itsownpowersof ju-
dicialreviewtoaspecialcommitteeheadedbytheUnionhomesecretary—theveryde-
partmentswhoseorderswere inquestionwouldadjudicateon thevalidityof thecurbs
oncitizens’ freedoms imposedby them.
Soz's isatestcasebecausetherearemanylikehim.Trappedinazonebetweenarrest

anddetention,unofficialandofficial,verbalandformal,atthemercyof thepolicemanat
the gate. This is exactly the zone tailor-made for abuse, where the apex court needs to
shine the light, clear theair.All themorereason for thecourt, as thecustodianof consti-
tutionallymandatedindividual liberties, toaskmorequestions,not less—of theadmin-
istrationthatwieldsthepower,beforeitdecidestodismissthepleaof thefamilyofan83-
year-old Indiancitizenwhoneedspolicepermission tostepoutof hishome.

SIGNS OF LIFE
Over140yearsafterGiovanniSchiaparelli sawcanalson

Mars,Nasaseeksaliens ina lakebed

W
HILEELONMUSKhurlscarsintoorbitforfun,Nasahassentacar-
sizedrovertoMarsindeadlyearnest.Perseverance isheadedfor
theJezerocrater,whichisbelievedtohavebeenoncefilledwith
water, the first principleof earth-like life. Itwill bringbackan-
cientclaydeposits fromthe lake floor,whichwillbeexamined

for traces of ancientMartian life, from before the planet turned into a desert. It is pre-
sumedthat thenatives, if anysurvive, are friendly, andthatPerseverancewillnotbecar-
jackedby littlegreenmen.
Butlittlegreenmenareabsurdlyanthropomorphic. Ifhumansdoencounterlifeout-

side ourworld, theymay not even recognise it as living. Itmay have developedwith a
different biochemistry and genetics, and different gravity, pressure and temperature
wouldhavemoulded theoutcome.OnVenus,whosesurface ishotenough tomelt lead
because of a runaway greenhouse effect, science fictionmight imagine life formswith
moltenmetalcoursingthroughtheirveins.Andindeepspace?TherecouldbeVogonsand
Klingons, andthedragonsof Eden.
ResearchersattwoUSuniversitieshaverecentlyproposedawideningof theconcept

of life intotheunknown—to“lyfe”.Toqualify, lyfemustbeabletomanageenergy,grow,
maintain its internal environment (like wemaintain body temperature) and record,
process andacton information. Interestingly, apart fromspacealiens, anightmarearti-
ficialintelligencewhichoperatesautonomously—preciselytheonewhichElonMuskand
StephenHawking had raised the alarm about— could probably tick all those boxes. In
that case,wewouldnot have to send a rover the size of a sedan all theway to the other
planets in searchof alien life. It couldbe righthereonearth, dreamingof impossible fu-
tures in its siliconbrain.

NEP: Trick or treat?

Pratap BhanuMehta

Textofeducationpolicyartfullynavigatesseveral
thickets.Fearsaboutdocumentcomefromcontext

THENEWEDUCATION Policy, for themost
part, provides a forward-looking framework
fortransformingIndianeducation.Ifthegov-
ernmentdoeslittleelsebutimplementmost
oftherecommendationsonschooleducation
andempower India’sschoolchildren, thefu-
turewill belong to India. Butwe should also
be under no illusion that the accumulated
weightofbetrayalsineducationalsothreaten
tomake this promising document just that:
Anotherdocument.
India’s political economyhas simply not

madequality education a toppriority.What
has changed in the last couple of decades is
the explosion of aspiration and demand for
education. But that demand has yet to be
channelisedintoinstitutionalchange.Alarge
partofthebetrayalhascome,notfrompoliti-
cians, but educators. Our resistance to fair
changehasbeenmonumental.
Thereisanothercontextforscepticismas

well.Theemphasis inthedocumentoncriti-
cal thinking and free inquiry is entirelywell
placed. But it is difficult to read thosewords
ina context,whereaswespeak, universities
are being intimidated into political and cul-
turalconformity.Afreeeducationsystemcan-
notflourishwithoutafreesociety;reasoncan-
notbesovereigninthefaceofidentitypolitics.
Sotheworkofensuringthatfreedomandcrit-
ical thinking are notmerewords in a power
point, constrained by realities of power,will
bedoublyharder.
Itisaclichétosaythatitalldependsonim-

plementation.Itishardtodisagreewithmany
proposalsunlessoneseestheiroperationali-
sation. The document lays downobjectives;
the strategyhasyet to come. There is yet an-
other promise of a new regulator, a new re-
search foundation. A lotwill depend upon
norms that get embedded in these institu-
tions.Thisgovernment’srecordonregulation
is not inspiring. So the critical questionwill,
less,be:Doesoneagreewiththedocument?
Ithastoshifttoadifferentquestion:Whatare
theconditionsthatwillmakesomeofitsmost
promisingideaswork?
So fears of the document come from the

contextratherthanthetext.Thetextitselfisfor
themostpartadmirable. Itdoesanartful job
ofnavigatingseveralthickets.Onthelanguage
issue, it is nicely ambiguous. It prefers the
long-standing recommendation of primary

educationinthemothertongue,butdoesnot
categorically recommend curbing language
choice for English. On the basic architecture
ofdelivery,thedocumenthasanagnosticism
on the issue of public versus private educa-
tion both in school and higher education.
Whether or not public education succeeds
will not be determinedby this document; it
willbedeterminedbywhatthegovernment
doeswith its expenditure andpriorities. So,
criticisingthedocumentonthiscountismis-
placed. The repeated emphasis on engage-
mentwith Indiancivilisationalhistory isun-
exceptionable,butif thatengagementcanbe
honest, itwill inspiremore confidence. The
reductivedishonestyofsomepastcurriculum
shouldnotbereplacedbythenewdishonesty
ofpride.
Themost promising parts of the docu-

mentsareonschooleducation:Thefocuson
earlychilddevelopment, learningoutcomes,
differentformsofassessment,holisticeduca-
tion, and,most importantly, recognising the
centrality of teacher and teacher education.
Thispartofthedocumentwillgettheleastat-
tentionbut is themost important.Thedocu-
mentrecognisesthat“theveryhighestprior-
ityof theeducationsystemwillbetoachieve
universal foundational numeracy and liter-
acy.”Therestof thepolicywillbeirrelevantif
this basic requirement is not achieved. The
suggestions for school education are ambi-
tious, centred on the students, cater to their
pedagogical diversity, and take onboard the
worldofknowledgeasitisnowemerging.The
documentdropsthewordmultidisciplinarya
bit toomuch, without explicatingwhat it
means.Onewayof thinkingabout this isnot
intermsofmultiplesubjects. It isreorienting
educationfromdisciplinarycontenttomodes
ofinquirythatallowstudentstoaccessawide
varietyofdisciplines.
But thereare twoworrying tensions. The

document talks about flexibility, choice, ex-
perimentation. Inhighereducation, thedoc-
ument recognises that there is a diversity of
pedagogicalneeds.Studentsmightneeddif-
ferentexitoptions.Butitisunclearif thedoc-
umentisrecommendingthatthediplomaor
earlyexitoptionsallbemadeavailablewithin
asingleinstitution,ordifferentinstitutionsof-
fer different kinds of degrees. If it is aman-
dated optionwithin single institutions, this

willbeadisaster, sincestructuringacurricu-
lum for a classroom that has both one-year
diploma students and four-year degree stu-
dents takesaway fromthe identityof the in-
stitution.There isalsoarisk thatwithoutad-
equatefinancialsupport,theexercisingofexit
optionswill be determined by the financial
circumstancesof thestudent.
But the document betrays itself most by

recommendingthatallhighereducationinsti-
tutionsbecomemultidisciplinary.Thisbetrays
the principle that different institutions have
differentidentities,differentcomparativead-
vantages,differentpedagogicalphilosophies
andadifferentmission.Somewillbenarrow
andspecialised,somebroad-based.Ahealthy
educationsystemwillcompriseofadiversity
ofinstitutions,notaforcedmulti-disciplinar-
ity. Students should have a choice for differ-
entkindsof institutions.Thepolicyriskscre-
atinganewkindofinstitutionalisomorphism
mandatedfromtheCentre.
The second tension is in termsof exams.

Thedocumentrightlyemphasises that focus
needs to shift fromexams to learning. But it
contradicts itself. Examsareneuroticexperi-
ences because of competition; the conse-
quences of a slight slip in performance are
hugeintermsofopportunities.Sotheanswer
to theexamconundrumlies in the structure
ofopportunity.Thiswillrequirealessunequal
society both in termsof access to quality in-
stitutions, and income differentials conse-
quentuponaccesstothoseinstitutions.India
isfarfromthatcondition.Examsarealsonec-
essary because in a low trust systempeople
wantobjectivemeasuresofcommensuration.
So thedocument reinstates examsback into
thepicturebyrecommendinganational ap-
titude test. But the idea that thiswill reduce
coaching iswishful thinking, as all the evi-
dence fromtheUSandChina is showing. So,
inthetyrannyofexams,themorewechange
thingsthemoretheywillappearthesame.
Butweshouldbegratefultoanadmirable

documentforfocussingontherightquestions.
Thereismuchtodiscuss.Butthehopeisthat
with this our education policy can be trans-
formedintoatreat,notanothertrickinalong
lineofbetrayals.

Thewriter iscontributingeditor,
TheIndianExpress

The emphasis in the
document on critical
thinking and free inquiry is
entirely well placed. But it is
difficult to read those words
in a context, where as we
speak, universities are being
intimidated into political and
cultural conformity. A free
education system cannot
flourish without a free
society; reason cannot be
sovereign in the face of
identity politics. So the work
of ensuring that freedom and
critical thinking are not mere
words in a power point,
constrained by realities of
power, will be doubly harder.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,AUGUST1,2020

WORDLYWISE
Twoandtwomakes five.

— GEORGE ORWELLTHEEDITORIALPAGE

Will Cathcart

THE DIGITAL LIFELINES
COVID-19underscores importanceoftoolsthathelpalleviatepoverty,buildresilience

INARECENTaddresstoleadersoftheUS-India
Business Council, PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi highlighted the growth and gaps in
India’s digital economy.Nearly 500million
Indianstodayareactiveinternetusers,hesaid,
butanother500millionhaveyettocomeon-
line.DoublingthesizeofdigitalIndiarequires
bridging this divide andexpanding access to
toolsandplatformsthatpower India’sdigital
economytoday.
Foremost among these platforms is the

UnifiedPaymentsInterface(UPI)system.More
than four years ago, Modi launched this
ground-breakinginitiativetoenableIndiancit-
izenstomakedigitalpaymentstooneanother
andto themore than60million Indiansmall
businesses that serve local communities and
theworld.
TheUPIsystemsetanationalopenstandard

forallof India’sbanks(155andcounting)that
technologycompaniescanadoptonanequal
and level-playing field. This approachmeans
thatnoonecompany,foreignordomestic,can
write the rules for theother. Everyonehas to
meetthesamestandardssetinIndia.
Thisprojecthasbeenverysuccessfulinjust

fouryears.Sinceitslaunch,theUPIsystemhas
grown tomanage a 100million-stronguser
base, and it is just scratching the surface.
Meanwhile, it has set important new frame-
worksaroundsecurityandefficiency.Because
of thestrongrules that Indiahasput inplace,
payment transaction information remains

withthebanksandwithinthecountry.Andas
aplatformbuiltonIndiantechnologyandgov-
ernedbyIndianrules,UPIbenefitsIndiansnow
andholds great potential for further innova-
tionandcommerce.
RapidlyscalingUPIistheneedofthehour

andoneofthebestwaystostrengthenIndia’s
digitaleconomy.Todaypeoplecansendmoney
totheiragedparents,isolatedduringthistime
of physical distancing.Migrantworkers can
support their families. Farmers can sell their
productsoutsidethemarket.
WithUPI,technologycompaniescanpart-

nerwith local technology leaders, andIndian
financialinstitutions,toservetheuniqueneeds
of India’sdiverseusers—especially those liv-
ing inruralareasortransitioningtotheinter-
net. Infact,NPCIhasalsosetagoaltoincrease
UPI’suserbaseto500millionby2022,which
ifachieved,wouldbeatruegamechangerfor
DigitalIndia.Weareeagertocontributetothis
effort by launchingpayments onWhatsApp
acrossIndiaandhelppoweranewwaveoffin-
techinnovationandfinancial inclusion.
TheUPI infrastructurewasbuilt for scale

and to reachhundreds ofmillions of people
withouttheriskofanyonecompanygrabbing
anunfair share.Given the limitednumberof
peoplewhoareabletosendmoneytofriends
and loved ones even today, it is imperative
moretechcompaniesareabletoleveragethe
powerofUPItoexpandthedigitalecosystem
toacceleratefinancial inclusion.

Indeed,UPIisaworld-classpaymentssys-
temthatcanalsoanchorabroadersuiteoffin-
techapplications likemicro-pensions, digital
insuranceproducts, and flexible loanswhich
WhatsAppcanfacilitate.Thesearecustomso-
lutionscreatedby Indian technologycompa-
nies, on thepublic infrastructure of UPI, that
willfirstsolvelargesocial,businessandfinan-
cialproblemsinIndiaandthenbecometem-
platesforothercountriestodeploy.Thesepow-
erful tools can build on the extraordinary
success India hasmade in liftingmillions of
people out of poverty andbuild resilience to
future economic shocks. COVID-19has only
underscoredtheimportanceofthesetoolsthat
willserveascritical lifelinesforsmallandmi-
cro-enterprisesandindividualsastheylookto
recoverfromthepandemic.
Even amid global uncertainty, I ampro-

foundlyoptimisticaboutIndia’sfuturegrowth,
andwesharePrimeMinisterModi’sbeliefthat
“therehasnever beenabetter time to invest
in India.” While the world grapples with
COVID-19, India continues to stride forward.
Weseeanationthatisdeterminedtomeetits
momentandtheuniqueneedsofallof itscit-
izens.Withcourage,ambition,andboundless
potential, India can emerge from this pan-
demic stronger thanever before—a leading
democraticdigitalpowerhousethatwill lead
theworldinthe21stcentury.

ThewriterisheadofWhatsApp

Since its launch, the UPI
system has grown to manage
a 100 million-strong user
base, and it is just scratching
the surface. Meanwhile, it has
set important new
frameworks around security
and efficiency. Because of the
strong rules that India has
put in place, payment
transaction information
remains with the banks and
within the country. And as a
platform built on Indian
technology and governed by
Indian rules, UPI benefits
Indians now and holds great
potential for further
innovation and commerce.

RAO ON BORDER
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER P V
Narasimha Rao told the Lok Sobha that
India was fully convinced that the align-
ments shown in our map regarding the
boundarywith China are true to the inter-
national border. He was replying to a call-
attentionnoticebyGhulamRasoolKochak
suggestingthatChinahadbeenbacksliding
by disputing India's stand on the
MacMahon Line as the boundary between
the twocountries.Raosaidaccording toan
interview carried by the official Chinese
newsagency,Xinhua,ChineseVicePremier
DengXiaoping,had toldan Indian journal-
ist that ever since negotiations on the

boundary question had begun, China had
“never asked for the return of all territory
illegally incorporated into India by the old
colonialists”.Thisbynecessary implication,
reiterated the well-known Chinese view
about the legality of theMcMahonLine.

CHENNA-INDIRA MEET
THERE IS NO question of resignation. This
was the cryptic answer given by Andhra
ChiefMinisterMChennaReddy towaiting
journalistsafterhishour-longmeetingwith
Gandhi. Reddy said he had a “frank and
heart-to-heart”discussionwiththePM.He
refused to be drawn in further into the is-
sue.HismeetingwiththePMwaspreceded

by twomeetings with the UnionMinister
for Parliamentary Affairs, Bhishma Narain
Singh, who has been named observer for
Andhra Pradesh.

CENTRE WAITS
THECENTREISawaitingtheresponseof the
Assamagitationleadersto itsacceptanceof
the“accord”broughtaboutbytheManipur
ChiefMinisterDorendra Singh, before tak-
ing thenecessary follow-upaction.

RAFI IS DEAD
MOHAMMADRAFI, THE renownplayback
singer,diedat theBombayHospital follow-
ing aheart attack.Hewas54.

AUGUST 1, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

PASSING THE BLAME
Leadershipcrisisof theCongress isnowmanifest ina farcical

battleof thegenerations

S
IXYEARSAFTERitsufferedarout inageneralelection, theCongress isyetto
figureoutwhyithaslosttheconfidenceofvoters.Since2014,whentheparty
wasdramaticallyreducedfrom200plusseatstoameagre44intheLokSabha,
the Congress has lost numerous elections, including the next general elec-
tionin2019whenitstallywentupbyamereeightseats.Andyet, its leaders,

youngandold, seemcontentwithpassing theblame to eachother rather thanhonestly
reckoningwiththeirownfailings.AmeetingoftheRajyaSabhaMPscalledbyCongresschief
SoniaGandhionThursdaysawtheyoungblametheoldandthelatteraskall toreflecton
why thepartyperformssopoorly in successiveelections. Thisperiodic chest-beatingal-
mostneverdemandsaccountabilityfromtheGandhifamilythathasledthepartytomul-
tiplepolldebacles—afewwhospokeatThursday’smeetingdemandedthatRahulGandhi,
who quit as party president after the 2019 defeat, be persuaded to return. Therein, per-
haps, lietherootsof theCongress’swoes—aleadershipandcadrethatseesofficeaspriv-
ilegeandinheritance, insteadof aprize forhardworkandperseverance.
At Thursday’smeeting, younger leaders deemed close to Rahul Gandhi reportedly

blamedtheparty’sfallonthosewhowereministersintheUPA2government.Indeed,one
reason for theUPA’sdebacle in2014was theperceivedcorruptionandmis-governance
thatplaguedManmohanSingh’ssecondtermasprimeminister.Yet,thereseemstohave
beennoaccountability.Thesamecastof leaderscontinuestooccupypartypositionsand
a fewhaveevenbeen rewardedwithberths in stategovernments and inParliament.At
the same time, the younger leaders have little to show for themselves. Themore ambi-
tiousamongthemseemall toowillingtoabandonideologyandexploreoptionsoutside
theCongress rather thanchallenge theseniorswithin thepartyand forceachange.
TheCongresswillneedtoarrestthedrift if itdoesnotwanttolosemoreleaderstori-

vals, oreven faceasplit. The listlessnessat the top in thepasthas seen it lose theoppor-
tunitytoformgovernments—GoaandManipur—orsaveitsgovernments—Karnataka
andMadhyaPradesh.Beingthecountry’smainOppositionparty,thestateoftheCongress
has a bearing on India’s democracy. An alert and active Opposition that holds the gov-
ernmentaccountable ismissing. It ismuchneeded.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The picture in Europe and further afield is grim. But we must not resign
ourselves to a large-scale recurrence of coronavirus.” — THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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Many Opposition leaders do
not want an honest debate
and hence have been asking
the prime minister to refrain
from attending this event.
For long, blatant anti-
Hinduism flourished under
the garb of the grand
Nehruvian secularism
project. L K Advani’s Rath
Yatra in September 1990
marked the beginning of the
end of this kind of toxic
secularism.

Tilak, sedition, and a
few lessons

OnBalGangadharTilak’shundredthdeath
anniversary,whatgovernments
canlearn fromhistwotrials

A LITTLEAFTERmidnight, Bal Gangadhar
TilakpassedawayinBombayafterabriefill-
nessexactly100yearsago.MahatmaGandhi
andLalaLajpatRaiwereamongstthemany
leaderswhowerepartofthefuneralproces-
sion that was attended by an estimated
2,50,000people.Hisdeathbroughttoanend
anamazinglyeventful65-yearjourneythat
markedthebeginningofasystematicstrug-
gle for thecountry’s freedom.This article is
confined to the two trials for sedition that
demonstrate how the judicial systemwas
misusedtosilencethevoiceof freedom.
Tilak’sfirsttrialforseditionhaditsorigin

inthefamineof1896.Itishardtobelievethat
between 1876 and 1900, 18 famines oc-
curred,takingastaggering19,000,000lives.
Kesari, theweekly newspaper started by
Tilak, had a series of articles that criticised
theconductofofficialswhoinsistedoncol-
lectinglandtaxevenduringafamine,andfor
not implementing the FamineRelief Code.
Bubonicplague struckPune in1897,which
incidentally forced theBritish administra-
tiontoenacttheEpidemicDiseasesAct,1897.
Tostemthespreadofthiscontagiousdisease,
repressivemeasureswereadoptedbyWalter
CharlesRand,whowasappointedasaspe-
cialdutyofficer.Intenseresentmentwasalso
causedbythedesecrationof placesofwor-
ship. Rand was killed by Damodar
Chaphekar,whowasconvictedandhanged.
Thisprovokedmoreanger,leadingtofurther
repression.Tilakhadwrittenstrongarticles
condemning thebrutality of themeasures
adoptedevenbeforethismurder.Inaddition,
Tilakalsowroteanarticlejustifyingthekilling
of Afzal Khanby Shivaji. TheAnglo-Indian
press bitterly criticised theBritish govern-
mentfornottakingactionagainstTilak.
On July27,1897,Tilakwasarrestedand

tried for sedition before the BombayHigh
Court. Ironically, the lawyerwho secured
himbail,DinshawDavar,becamethejudge
whowouldpass a savage sentenceonhim
10years later.
It is amatter of deep regret thatwhen

Tilak’s trialwasabout tobegin,noneof the
leading lawyers of the Bombay HCwere
willingtoappear forhim.WCBonnerjee,a
Congressleader,MotiLalGhosh,thefounder
oftheAmritBazarPatrika,andRabindranath
Tagore collected almost Rs 20,000 from
donorsandthiswasusedtosendtwolead-
ing English barristers fromCalcutta to ap-
pearforTilak.
The trial before JusticeArthur Strachey

was a farce. Strachey’s address to the jury
wasdeplorableanditisalmostunbelievable
thatanarticleonthekillingofAfzalKhanby
Shivaji couldbepart of the foundationof a
case of sedition. Evenmore bizarre was
Strachey’s ruling that “disaffection”which
constitutes the offence of sedition, under
section124AoftheIPC,wassimply“theab-
senceofaffection”.HesentencedTilakto18
months’ imprisonment.While theAnglo-

Indianpressgloatedoverhisconviction,the
rulingwascriticisedinEngland.Onenews-
paperwrote that therewashardlyanyevi-
dencethatwouldjustifysuchaseveresen-
tence andobserved that if criticismwas to
bepunishedassedition,“thegovernmentis
onaperilouspath”.TheBritishpressnoted
that Strachey’s interpretation of “disaffec-
tion”wouldbeunacceptable inEngland.
ThepartitionofBengalandthekillingof

two Englishwomenby a bombhurled by
KhudiramBoseledtolarge-scalerepression.
The Anglo-Indian press attacked Tilak for
provoking the youth to engage in violent
protests.Onceagain,Tilakwroteseveralar-
ticlesinKesariandaskedthegovernmentto
stoprepressingfreedom.Hepointedoutthat
the bestway to stop violence and bombs
wastograntself-rule tothepeopleof India
and, inonearticle, criticised theExplosives
Act. Once again, Tilakwas arrested in June
1908andchargedwithsedition.Initially,M
AJinnahappeared forTilakandapplied for
bail, but thiswas rejected by JusticeDavar,
whohadappearedforTilakin1897.
Thissecondtrialwasonceagainamere

formality. Tilak argued his own case. He
pointed out that the English translation of
hisarticleshadseriouserrorsandaskedfor
acorrectversion,butthispleawasrejected.
Themostshockingpartof thetrialwasthat
Tilak’s residenceinPunewassearched,but
nothingwas foundexcept a cardonwhich
Tilak hadwritten the names of twobooks
onexplosives.Tilakexplainedthatwhenhe
waswritinganarticleontheExplosivesAct,
he came across the names of these two
books,butthiscardwasthebasisofanalle-
gationthatTilakwasmanufacturingbombs.
Whatwasregrettablewasthat the jury

consisted of seven Englishmen/Anglo-
IndiansandtwoIndianswhoeventuallydis-
sented.Davaracceptedthemajorityverdict
and sentenced Tilak to six years imprison-
ment.Hisarticles,accordingtoDavar,were
seethingwith sedition and approved the
committingofmurderwithbombs.Hecon-
cluded that Tilak’s journalismwas a curse
for India. Tilak respondedwith these im-
mortalwords: “Imaintain that I am inno-
cent. Therearehigherpowers that rule the
destiny of things and itmay be thewill of
ProvidencethatthecausewhichIrepresent
is toprospermorebymysuffering thanby
myremainingfree.”
TilakwassenttoMandalayjailinBurma

and returned in 1914. JusticeDavar's judg-
mentcameinformuchcriticism.Animpor-
tantquestionraisedwasthatwhentheHigh
Court'sjurypanelcontainedseveralMarathi-
speakingHindus, therewasnoexplanation
for their exclusion.Davar’s verdictwas also
criticisedbyseveralnewspapersinEngland
exceptforTheTimes,whichwelcomedit.One
newspaper sarcastically remarked that the
trialcouldhardlybeanillustrationoftheim-
partialityof theBritishjusticesystem.
Tilak's imprisonment by invoking the

lawof sedition failed to suppress the free-
domstruggle.Thetwotrialsteachususeful
lessons in dealingwith public protests. A
wise governmentwould dowell to ascer-
tain the opposite viewpoint and have the
gracetocorrectitspathwherevernecessary.
Suppressingwidespreaddissentorcriticism
hasalwaysprovedcounterproductive.

Thewriter isaSeniorAdvocatepractisingin
theSupremeCourt

INDECEMBER2017,theScienceChannel—a
partofDiscoveryInc.—releasedashortvideo
clip analysing the land bridge connecting
India and Sri Lanka based on scientific evi-
dence. The video clip released on Twitter
claimedthatthebridge,knowntoHindusas
theRamSetu(thebridgeofLordRama),was
man-made. The short video has geologist
Alan Lester, a professor at the University of
Colorado,Boulder, ErinArgyilan, aprofessor
intheDepartmentofGeosciencesatIndiana
UniversityNorthwest,andothersdiscussing
thefactthatthesandbarbetweenthetwona-
tions is natural and that the stones covering
thesandbarhavebeenbrought fromfarand
setontop.PractisingHinduswouldknowthat
this incident is described in the Yuddha
KandaoftheRamayana—thearmyofRama,
theVanaraSena,createdthebridgeafterwrit-
ingtheLord’snameontherocks.
India does not needWestern academi-

cianstovalidatethescientificnatureofHindu
beliefs.However,thismatterissignificantow-
ingtothestanceofthethenCongress-ledUPA
government. Inanaffidavitsubmittedtothe
Supreme Court in September 2007, to dis-
mantle the Ram Setu so that the
Setusamudramshippingcanalprojectcould
bebuilt, theUPAgovernmentstatedthat“…
mythologicaltexts,whichformedanimpor-
tant part of ancient Indian literature…can-
notbesaidtobehistoricalrecordstoincontro-
vertiblyprovetheexistenceofthecharacters
or the occurrence of the event.” In this case,
theUPAmisusedtheArchaeologicalSurveyof
India(ASI)tofurtheritsagendaanddenythe
existence of Lord Rama so that they could
deny the existence of the Ram Setu in the
process. Thanks to consistentpressure from
the Sangh Parivar, this affidavit was later
withdrawn. TheDirector of Monuments in
the ASI, who had signed the affidavit in the
SupremeCourt, laterstatedthattheaffidavit
was prepared by theMinistry of Law and
Justiceandhewasaskedtosign it.
Theideaofsecularismwasgoodonpaper

as long as its practitioners believed it served
the purpose of separating the affairs of the
state from religion. However, within a few
yearsofthecreationoftherepublic,itbecame
atoolthatwasusedtoeitherguilt-tripthema-
jority religionor to ekeout disproportionate
concessionsfromthem.Overtime,Nehruvian
secularismdescendedintowhatittrulystood
for — naked anti-Hinduism. Although this
transitiontorankanti-Hinduismseemslikea
recentdevelopment,theoriginscanbetraced
back toasearly as1951with the reconstruc-
tionof theSomnathTemple.
ThedecisiontoreconstructtheSomnath

TemplewasmadebySardarPatelandothers
immediately after Independence, in
November1947.Gandhijifavouredtherecon-
struction,butwantedittobefundedthrough
publicdonationsandcontributionswiththe
Union government playing no role in its re-
construction. PrimeMinister Jawaharlal
Nehrufoundthisinitiativetoberevivalist.He
vehementlyopposedthemoveandwhenhe
heardthatPresidentRajendraPrasadwould
beparticipatingintheeventtoinstallthede-

ity in the temple inMay1951, hewrote sev-
eral letters todissuadehimfromdoingso.
Two aspects become clear from Prime

MinisterNehru’s letter to thePresident:First,
thedeepdiscomfortinaHinducivilisationtak-
ingpride in itspastandtakingsteps to revive
itandsecond,themockingofHinduritualsand
practices suchas the request to embassies of
othercountries tocollect twigsandwater for
the consecration of the temple.While in his
letter to the President, the PrimeMinister
termstheactof collectingwaterandtwigsas
rash, inthenotestotheForeignSecretaryand
others, he terms it as fanciful and asks em-
bassiestonotentertainsuchrequests.
The arguments thatweremade during

theSomnathconsecrationareusedevento-
day.Somepublicintellectualsopinethatonly
aspecific typeofpublicgoodshouldbebuilt
whenever activities to reconstruct temples
are initiated. Little do they understand that
temples are actually public goods, owing to
the philanthropic activities they undertake
andthesenseof communitythat they instil.
This brings us to the event early this

month.
ThePrimeMinisterandchiefministersof

variousstateshavebeeninvitedfortheBhumi
Pujan of the grand temple for Lord Rama at

his birthplace in Ayodhya on August 5. The
PM’sdecision to attend this eventbears sig-
nificance as it sets the tone for us to discuss
anddebatethefulltruthregardingtherepres-
sive regimes of the past and the attempts
madetowipeoutanddestroysymbolsdear
toHinduism.
ManyOppositionleadersdonotwantan

honest debate and hence have been asking
theprimeministertorefrainfromattending
this event. For long, blatant anti-Hinduism
flourished under the garb of the grand
Nehruvian secularismproject. L K Advani’s
RathYatrainSeptember1990markedthebe-
ginningof theendof this kindof toxic secu-
larism. The symbolism of August 5, 2020,
should signify the death of this kind of fake
secularism—where one community bears
thebruntofaprojectthatwascreatedtopre-
ventthemfromunitingitspeople.Letthere-
turn of Lord Rama inAyodhya bring light to
all, especially to those ignorant souls who
revel in creating narratives and barriers to
preventareligionfromstakingclaimtowhat
wasrightfullyhers.

Thewriter is theMinisterofState for
HomeAffairs,andaMemberofParliament

fromSecunderabadconstituency

LIMITED PURPOSE

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,‘Newpolicy,
old test’ (IE, July31).TheNEPalonecan-
notguaranteeatransformationintheed-
ucation sector. One hopes that the in-
creasedfundsreachestheschoolsacross
thecountrythatdonotevenhaveatoilet
or a roof. Teachers’ vacancieshave tobe
addressed.Itislaudablethatinhighered-
ucation, themodelhaschangedbut the
issueofunemploymentremains.English
isthelanguagerequiredforjobsandop-
portunitiestheworldover.

SSPaul,Nadia

18 OR 21
THISREFERSTOthearticle'Tackingtheeasy
wayout',(IE,July31).InIndia,onattaining
theageof 18, aperson is thought tohave
theagencytotakedecisionsforthemselves
andthesocietyatlarge.Thelegalageofma-
rriage should ideallybea littlemore than
this.Therehasbeenalongstandingdema-
nd for a gender-neutral ageofmarriage.
MoSPI data suggests the average age of
marriageinIndiais22.1years,whereasfor
rural India it is21.7years.Anaveragewo-
manisalreadygettingmarriedat21years.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

LIVES OF OTHERS
THISREFERSTOthearticle, 'For the loveof
dog' (IE, July30). Thepieceunderlines the
needforlocalauthoritiestoconductproper

sterilisationdrives.Ashumanbeings,wesho-
uldbeconsiderateofothersentientbeings.

VarunDas,Zirakpur

WALLS SPEAK
THIS REFERS TO the editorial 'Amma's
things'(IE,July31).Theoft-spokenproverb,
“Evenwallshaveears”shouldhaveanad-
dition, ”andcanspeakaswell”giventhe
inventory of the personal possessions
foundatthehomeofthelateTamilNadu
ChiefMinisterJJayalalithaa's.Itrevealsher
asavoracious reader. Incontrast, the re-
coveryoflargeamountofgold,silverand
thousandsofclothesshowsherpredilec-
tionforpersonalgratification.

AzharAliKhan,Rampur

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

ASTATEBECOMESstablewhenthepeopleliv-
inginitacquirewhatiscalled“nationaliden-
tity”, saysFrancisFukuyama.Somehow, reli-
giondoesn’thelp in thisprocessof acquiring
collective identity. If one looks at the Islamic
world, thisprocessof becominganationhas
beenderailed by religion. Yet,most political
leadersseektoemphasisereligiontostabilise
the senseof being anation among its varied
population.IfIndiahadobservedhowreligion
deprived Pakistan of its national identity, it
wouldhavethoughtdifferentlyaboutthepo-
tentialof religion.
Pakistanthoughtitcouldbecome“one”by

havingasingle“nationallanguage”,butwhen
Urduwasproposedasthenational language,
the people of East Pakistan, proud of their
Bengali legacy, refused toaccept it. Insteadof
acquiringanationalidentity,thepeoplegotdi-
videdandfinallyseparatedin1971.
In 1949, Pakistan sought to become an

“Islamic” state to give its people a “national
identity”thatwouldbindthemtogetherand
stabilise the state.What happened immedi-
atelywas that its non-Muslim communities
feltleftout.Inthe1941census,Pakistan'snon-
Muslimsconstituted25percentofthepopu-
lation.However,inthe1998census,thisnum-
ber had declined to 3.6 per cent. Instead of
acquiring a “national identity”, Pakistan
purgeditselfof itsnon-Muslims.
What stabilises the state— according to

Fukuyama—is its firmnational identity. But
it isnot religionwhichbestowsthis identity;
religion actually destroys it. In Pakistan,mi-
norityHindusandChristianshaveeitherfled
or are being treated badly. But this does not
meanthat theMuslimsofPakistan—theso-
calledmajority—are living inpeacewithan
agreed collective identity. Among the
Muslims, themost prominent factor going
against “national identity” is the Shia-Sunni
schism. The Shia population—around6per
cent—isincreasinglyunhappybecauseofthe
waynarrow interpretations of religionhave
sidelined them. They are killed by extremist
Sunni “non-state actors” that Pakistan har-
bourstofight itsneighbourhoodwars.
Intense religious identity, instead of be-

stowing “national” identity, starts purging
Muslimsnotconsidered“regular”by fellow-
Muslims.Pakistanhasconstitutionallyousted
theAhmadiMuslims fromstate nationality.
They are notMuslims in Pakistan. They be-
comeMuslims themoment they step into,
let’s say, India thathasnotapostatisedthem.
Thereareotherpotential“apostates” likethe
Aga Khani Ismaili and Bohra communities,
whocanbetargetedby jihadioutfits that in-
creasinglyclaimtobethearbitersof identity
inthecountry.DoesthismeanthatPakistanis
ultimately a Sunni statewhere only Sunnis
can live in peace?Unfortunately, the Sunnis
haveaDeobandi-Barelvisplitandcanbevery

nastytooneanother.AndthereisaWahhabi
AhleHadith variety thatwould like topurge
bothof themif itgotthechance.
InthecaseoftheShiaofQuettaandGilgit-

Baltistan,thegrowthofjihadiIslaminPakistan
has forced them to turn to Iran for consola-
tion,ifnotsurvival.TheAfghanTaliban“shura”
—whichPakistan“sheltered”inQuetta—and
the Islamic State, kill Hazaras, the local Shia
community that has done rather well as
Pakistanis.Nothing ismoreheart-rending in
PakistanthantoseetheHazarasbeingmassa-
cred by fellowMuslims fromas far away as
Punjabtocoverthemselves inglory.
If religion doesn’t give a stable national

identity,whatshouldthestatedotosurvive?
Looking at theMiddle East before the Arab
Springdestroyedit,onecansaythatonlyau-
thoritarianismcan keep religion at bay. The
regionwasreasonablystablebefore the idea
of democracy came to the fore in Egypt and
the religiously conservative Arabs thought
they should give democracy a chance. After
theradical-IslamistIkhwanwontheelection
there, Egypt started falling apart forcing the
militarytotakeoverandpreventtheChristian
Coptsfrombeingputtothesword.
Today,the“authoritarian”Gulfsurvivesas

a stable regionwhile “democratic” Tunisia,
Iraq,SyriaandLibyafaceself-destruction.The
dictators had kept them going, posing no
threattootherArabstatesruledoverbykings.

After theArabSpring failedamidbloodshed,
themonarchshelpedstabilisethedictatorsto
keeptheArabstatesgoing.Others,likeoil-rich
Iraq andmulti-racial Syria, are dangerous to
liveinbecauseofanabsenceof“nationaliden-
tity”. In Iran,where anauthoritarian-clerical
governance has survived external threats,
peaceiskeptonlythroughtheremovalofthe
democraticopposition.
Stable states havewell-entrenched na-

tional identities,but it isnot religionthatbe-
stowsnationalidentity.LikePakistan,Turkey
is going religious after removing an indirect
“secular” dictatorship; and itsminorities are
feelingtheheat.Itisalsotakingpartinthere-
vivalofthe19thcenturyTurkish-Arabconflict
inLibyawhererivalUnitedArabEmiratesand
Egypt are trying to impose a dictatorship to
“save” it frombecoming “democratic” and,
therefore,self-destructive.
Fukuyamawrites: “In the contemporary

world,diversity—basedonrace,ethnicity,re-
ligion,gender,sexualorientation,andthelike
— is both a fact of life and a value. Formany
reasons, it is a good thing for societies.
Exposuretodifferentwaysofthinkingcanof-
ten stimulate innovation, creativity, and en-
trepreneurship. Diversity provides interest
andexcitement.”

Thewriter isconsultingeditor,
NewsweekPakistan

Ratherthanshoringupnationalidentity,itcreatesschisms

Religion does not hold
KhaledAhmed
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MEANWHILE

DEGENERESAPOLOGISES TO SHOW’S STAFF
EllenDeGeneresapologisedtothestaffofherdaytimeTVtalkshowamidaninternal
companyinvestigationofcomplaintsofadifficultandunfairworkplace. “Ondayoneof
ourshow,I toldeveryone inourfirstmeetingthat ‘TheEllenDeGeneresShow’wouldbe
aplaceofhappiness,”shewrote.Somethingchanged,shesaid, “andforthat, Iamsorry.”

BRITAIN

AlanParker,
directorof
MidnightExpress
diesat76
BRITISH FILMMAKER
Alan Parker, whose
movies included Bugsy
Malone,MidnightExpress
and Evita, has died at 76.
A statement fromthedi-
rector’s family says
Parker died Friday in
London after a long ill-
ness. Parker was one of
Britain’smost successful
directors, whose diverse
body of work includes
Fame,MississippiBurning,
The Commitments and
Angela’s Ashes. Together
his movies won 10
Academy Awards at 19
British Academy Film
Awards. Parker also
championed Britain’s
film industry, serving as
chairman of the British
FilmInstituteandtheUK
FilmCouncil.AP

AlanParkerwitha
BAFTAin2013.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

BRITAIN

UKwinsbidto
appealShamima
Begumcase
THE UK government on
Fridaywonpermissionto
appealagainstacourtrul-
ingallowingLondon-born
ISIS bride Shamima
BegumtoreturntoBritain
to challenge stripping of
her British citizenship.
Bangladeshi-origin
Begum, now20,was one
of three schoolgirls who
fledLondonto join ISIS in
Syria in 2015. The UK
CourtofAppealruledthat
the case must go to the
SupremeCourtbeforeshe
isallowedbackinbecause
the case raised a point of
lawof public importance
thatonlythehighestcourt
canresolve.PTI

USA

Amphibious
militaryvehicle
carrying16sinks;
1dead,8missing
ASEAFARINGtankwith15
MarinesandaNavysailor
aboard sank near amili-
tary-owned islandoff the
coast of Southern
California, leaving one of
the Marines dead and
eightmissing, authorities
said Friday. They were
travelling intheamphibi-
ous assault vehicle from
the shores of San
ClementeIslandtoaNavy
ship Thursday evening
when they reported that
thevehiclewas takingon
water, a Marine Corps
spokesman said. Two of
the Marines who were
rescuedwereinjured.The
incidenttookplaceduring
aroutinemilitaryexercise,
theMarineCorpssaid.AP

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BEIJING, JULY31

CHINAIScelebratingthecomple-
tion of its BeiDou Navigation
Satellite System that could rival
theUSGlobalPositioningSystem
and significantly boost China’s
securityandgeopoliticalclout.
PresidentXiJinping,theleader

of the ruling Communist Party
andthePeople’sLiberationArmy,
officially commissioned the sys-
temFriday at a ceremony at the
GreatHallofthePeopleinBeijing.
That followed a declaration

thatthe55thandfinalgeostation-

ary satellite in the constellation
launched June23wasoperating
afterhavingcompletedall tests.
The satellite is part of the

thirditerationoftheBeiDousys-
temknownasBDS-3,whichbe-
gan providing navigation serv-
ices in 2018 to countries taking
part in China’s sprawling “Belt
and Road” infrastructure initia-
tivealongwithothers.
Aswellasbeinganavigation

aidwith an extremely high de-
gree of accuracy, the systemof-
fersshortmessagecommunica-
tion of up to 1,200 Chinese
characters and the ability to
transmit images.

Foreignministryspokesman
WangWenbinsaidthesystemis
already inuse inmore thanhalf
theworld’snationsandstressed

China’sdedicationtothepeace-
ful use of space and desire to
workwithothercountries.
“China iswilling to continue

tostrengthenexchangesandco-
operationinspaceandsharethe
achievementsofspacedevelop-
ment with other countries on
the basis of mutual respect,
openness, inclusiveness, equal-
ity andmutual benefit,”Wang
saidatadailybriefing.
WhileChina says it seeks co-

operationwithothersatellitenav-
igationsystems,BeiDoucouldul-
timately compete against GPS,
Russia’s GLONASS and the
European Union’s Galileo net-
works. That’s similar to how
Chinesephonemakersandother
producersof sophisticatedhard-
warehavetakenonforeignrivals.

YANNICHOW
&CAROLMANG
HONGKONG, JULY31

HONGKONG leader Carrie Lam
on Friday postponed a
September 6 election to the
Chinese-ruled city’s legislature
by a year because of a rise in
coronavirus cases, dealing a
blow to the pro-democracy op-
position which had hoped to
makehugegains.
The United States quickly

condemned themove, saying it
wasthelatestexampleofBeijing
undermining democracy in the
Chinese-ruled territory.
“Thisactionunderminesthe

democratic processes and free-
doms that have underpinned
HongKong’sprosperity,”White
House spokeswoman Kayleigh
McEnanytold reporters.
Thedecisiontodelaythevote

came after 12 pro-democracy
candidates were disqualified
fromrunningforperceivedsub-
versive intentions and opposi-
tion toasweepingnewsecurity
lawimposedbyBeijing,prompt-
ing questions among many
about whether the pandemic
wastherealreasonforthedelay.
“Postponing the September

elections for a year is a cynical
movetocontainapoliticalemer-
gency, not a public health one,”
said Sophie Richardson, China

directoratHumanRightsWatch.
“This simply allows Hong

KongChief ExecutiveCarrie Lam
todenyHongKongpeople their
righttochoosetheirgovernment.”
AveryNg,secretary-generalof

the League of Social Democrats,
wasequallysceptical.
“Obviously the Chinese

CommunistParty isusingCovid-
19asacovertostopHongKongers
fromvoting against the govern-
ment and democrats’ potential

majoritywin,”hetoldReuters.
“Togetherwiththemassdis-

qualification of candidates, the
CCP... only allows an election in
which they can control theout-
cometo takeplace.”
Germany announced it

would suspend its extradition
agreementwithHongKong fol-
lowingLam’sdecision.
Theoppositionhadaimed to

ride awave of resentment over
thenationalsecuritylawtowina

majorityintheLegislativeCouncil,
wherehalf the seats are directly
electedwith theother half filled
mostlybypro-Beijingappointees.
Lamsaidshehadtoinvokean

emergencylawtomakethepost-
ponement andnopolitical con-
siderationswereinvolved.China’s
Parliamentwoulddecidehowto
fill the legislative vacuum, she
added.Shetoldreporters thede-
cisionwasaimedatsafeguarding
people’shealth.REUTERS

REUTERS
KABUL,QUETTA, JULY31

CROSS-BORDER ARTILLERY fire
byPakistankilledatleast15civil-
iansinAfghanistanonThursday,
Afghanofficialssaid,prompting
Kabul to put its ground and air
forcesonalert.
The artillery fire came after

clashes between Pakistani and
Afghan security forces at the
closedChaman-SpinBoldakbor-
der crossing,where crowds on
both sideswerewaiting to cross
forthefestivalofEidal-Adha.
“If thePakistanimilitarycon-

tinues its rocket attacks on
Afghan territory, theywill face
retaliationbytheAfghanarmy,”
Afghanistan’s defenceministry
said inastatement.
Pakistan’s foreign office and

militarydidnotimmediatelyre-
spond to Reuters’ requests for
comment, but ForeignMinister
ShahMahmoodQureshitoldre-
portersthatthematterhadbeen
taken upwith Afghan authori-

ties and hoped it would be re-
solvedamicably.
PakistanandAfghanistanare

bothUSalliesbuttheirrelations
haverarelybeenclose.
Afghanistanhasforyearsac-

cused Pakistan of supporting
Talibanmilitants. Pakistan de-
niesdoingsoandinturnaccuses
Afghanistanof supportingmili-
tants fighting thePakistanigov-
ernment.
The governor of the south-

eastern Afghan province of
Kandahar,HayatullahHayat,said
theshellsfell inresidentialareas
of SpinBoldak and thatwomen
andchildrenwereamongthe15
deadand80wounded.
Hospital officials in Pakistan

toldReutersthreebodiesand20
people suffering bullet wounds
had been brought after the
clashes betweenprotesters and
security forces.
They exchanged fire when

crowds waiting to cross into
Afghanistanbecameunrulyand
attackedPakistaniinstallations,a
Pakistaniofficial said.

HongKong postpones elections by
a year citing virus, Oppn cries foul

CHRISTOPHERBING
&MARISATAYLOR
WASHINGTON, JULY31

CHINESEGOVERNMENT-LINKED
hackers targeted biotech com-
panyModerna Inc, a US-based
coronavirusvaccineresearchde-
veloper, this year in abid to steal
data,accordingtoaUSsecurityof-
ficialtrackingChinesehacking.
China on Friday rejected the

accusationthathackerslinkedto
ithad targetedModerna.
Last week, the US Justice

Departmentmadepublic an in-
dictmentoftwoChinesenation-
als accused of spying on the
United States, including three
unnamed US-based targets in-
volved in medical research to
fight thenovel coronavirus.
Moderna,which announced

itsCovid-19vaccinecandidatein
January,confirmedthatthecom-
panyhadbeenincontactwiththe
FBI andwasmade aware of the
suspected “information recon-
naissanceactivities”bythehack-
ing group mentioned in last
week’s indictment.REUTERS

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON, JULY31

ONCE A coronavirus vaccine is
approved as safe and effective,
Americans should have wide-
spread access within a reason-
able time, Dr Anthony Fauci as-
sured lawmakersFriday.
Appearing before a House

panel investigating the nation’s
responsetothepandemic,Fauci
expressed “cautious” optimism
that a vaccine would be avail-
able,particularlybynextyear.
“I believe, ultimately, over a

period of time in 2021, that
Americanswill be able to get it,”
Faucisaid,referringtothevaccine.
Therewillbeaprioritylistfor

who gets early vaccinations. “I
don’t thinkwewill have every-
body getting it immediately,”
Fauci explained.
But“ultimately,withinarea-

sonabletime,theplansallowfor
any American who needs the
vaccine toget it,”headded.
Fauci, the nation’s top infec-

tiousdiseaseofficial,saidaquar-
ter-million people have ex-
pressedinterest intakingpart in
studiesofexperimentalvaccines.

PHILNOBLE
MANCHESTER, JULY31

BRITAIN IMPOSED tougher lock-
downs across swathes of north-
ernEnglandafterariseintherate
ofcoronavirustransmissions.
Britain reported its highest

numberofinfectionsinmorethan
amonth on Thursday, as Prime
MinisterBorisJohnsonspokeofa
secondwave in Europe andput
peopleonalertaboutmorequar-
antinerestrictions.
More than 4million people

were ordered not to mix with
other households in Greater
Manchester, the biggest city in
northernEngland,partsofWest

Yorkshire and East Lancashire,
though they can still go to the
pubandtowork.

“The problem with this
virus is that it thrivesontheso-
cial contact which makes life
worth living,”HealthSecretary
MattHancocksaid. “Wecansee
that second wave in Europe,”
he added.
Asked by the BBC if the UK

was now entering a second
wave, Hancock said: “It is not
yet and we are absolutely de-
terminedtotaketheactionthat
is needed.”
The measures were intro-

ducedhastily during the start of
the annual Eid al-Adha “feast of
sacrifice”, disrupting thecelebra-
tionthatmarkstheendofRamzan
for hundreds of thousands of
BritishMuslims.REUTERS

STEVEPEOPLES
NEWYORK, JULY31

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
repeatedly tests the Republican
Party’slimitsonissuesincluding
race, trade and immigration.
Now,hehas struckaboundary.
GOP officials from New

Hampshire to Mississippi to
Iowa quickly pushed back
against Trump’s suggestion on
Thursdaythatitmightbeneces-

sarytodelaytheNovemberelec-
tion—whichhecannotdowith-
out congressional approval —
becauseoftheunfoundedthreat
of voter fraud. They reassured
voters that the election would
proceed on the constitutionally
mandateddayas ithasformore

than twocenturies.
Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley

was especially blunt: “All I can
sayis, itdoesn’tmatterwhatone
individual in this country says.
We still are a country based on
the rule of law, andwewant to
followthe law.”

NewHampshire Gov. Chris
Sununu vowed his statewould
hold its elections as scheduled:
“Endofstory.”Rep.LizCheney,R-
Wyo., who leads the House
RepublicanConference,said,“The
resistance to this idea among
Republicansisoverwhelming.”
The top Republicans in the

HouseandSenatealsodistanced
themselves fromthenotionof a
delayedelection.
ThePresidentdidnotdenythat

hewastryingtocastdoubtabout
theelectionresultswhenaskeddi-
rectly during Thursday’s press
briefing. Instead, he repeatedly
citedtheprospectofvoterfraud.
“I don’twant to delay. Iwant

to have the election. But I also
don’t want to wait for three
monthsandthenfindoutthatthe
ballots are all missing, and the
electiondoesn’tmeananything,”
Trumpsaid,warningofthepossi-
bilityof“acrookedelection”.AP

Pro-democracycampwashopingforasweepingwininSeptpollsamidangerovernewsecuritylaw

Atapressconference,HongKongChiefExecutiveCarrieLamsaidtheelectionswerebeing
postponedbecauseauthoritieswantedto“ensurefairness,publicsafetyandpublichealth”.AP

China-backed
hackers targeted
vaccine firm,
says US official

DrAnthony
Fauci

Vaccine will be available in
2021, Fauci assures House

Pakistan artillery
kills 15 civilians in
Afghanistan: Kabul

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
ISLAMABAD, JULY31

THOUSANDS OF radical
Islamists rallied on Friday in
northwestern Pakistan in sup-
port of a manwho earlier this
weekwalked into a courtroom
in the city of Peshawar and
gunned down a US citizen on
trial forblasphemy.
TheAmerican,TahirNaseem,

died of his wounds before he
couldbetakentohospitalwhile
the gunman, Faisal Khan, was
taken intocustody.
The US State Department

said Naseemwas standing trial
after being “lured to Pakistan”
fromhishomeinIllinoisanden-
trappedbythecountry'scontro-
versialblasphemylaw,whichin-
ternational rights groups have
sought tohaverepealed.
The US statement did not

elaborate on the circumstances
inwhichNaseemcame to be in
theSouthAsiancountry.
The blasphemy law calls for

the death penalty for anyone
found guilty of insulting Islam.
ButinPakistan,themereallega-
tion of blasphemy can cause
mobstoriotandvigilantestokill
thoseaccused.
“We are shocked, saddened,

andoutragedthatAmericancit-
izen Tahir Naseemwas killed
yesterday inside a Pakistani
courtroom,” read the State
Departmentstatement,released
onThursday.
Pakistani officials said

Naseemwaschargedwithblas-
phemy after he declared him-
self Islam's prophet. Police in
Peshawar,whooriginally iden-
tified him as Tahir Shameem
Ahmed but later corrected
themselves, said he was ar-
rested two years ago. The as-
sailantwasalso initially identi-
fied incorrectly,asKhalidKhan.
It was later learned his real
name is Faisal Khan.
It wasn’t clear howheman-

aged to enter the courtroomon
Wednesday and get past secu-
ritywithaweapon.

AFTERTWEETINGABOUTPOSTPONINGELECTION,HENOWSAYSHEWANTSNODELAY

Trumponavisit to theAmericanRedCrossNational
Headquarters inWashington.Reuters

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

Trump faces rare GOP rebuke over tweet

Obamaat thefuneralof
JohnLewis.Reuters

Obama takes
aim at Trump
in fiery eulogy
for John Lewis

RICHMCKAY&
NATHANLAYNE
ATLANTA, JULY31

INAfieryeulogyforlongtimeUS
Representative John Lewis on
Thursday, former President
Barack Obama took a series of
thinlyveiledshotsattheactions
ofhissuccessorthathesaidtore
at the legacy of the Black civil
rights iconbeing laid to rest.
The funeral for Lewis, who

played an instrumental role in
passing theVotingRights Act of
1965, came on the same day
Republican President Donald
TrumpsuggestedtheNov.3elec-
tioncouldbedelayed.Trumphas
alsowaged awar againstmail-
in ballots, a tactic critics say is
aimedat suppressingvotes.
“Weno longerhave toguess

thenumberof jellybeansinajar
inorder tocastaballot,”Obama
said in the eulogy, referring to
onewayBlackpeoplewereonce
disqualifiedat theballotbox.
“Butevenaswesithere,there

are those in power doing their
darnedest to discourage people
fromvotingbyclosingpollinglo-
cations and targetingminorities
with restrictive ID laws and at-
tackingourvotingrightswithsur-
gicalprecision,”hesaid.REUTERS

Amodelof theBeiDousysteminChina’sZhuhaicity.Reuters file

KELVINCHAN
LONDON, JULY31

TWITTER SAYS the hackers re-
sponsible for a recenthigh-pro-
filebreachusedthephonetofool
thesocialmediacompany’sem-
ployeesintogivingthemaccess.
Thecompanyrevealedafew

moredetailslateThursdayabout
the hack earlier this month,
which it said targeted “a small
numberofemployeesthrougha
phonespear-phishingattack.”
“Thisattackreliedonasignif-

icant and concerted attempt to
mislead certain employees and
exploithumanvulnerabilitiesto
gain access to our internal sys-
tems,” thecompanytweeted.
The July 15 attack compro-

misedtheaccountsof someof its
mosthighprofileusers, including
Tesla CEOElonMusk, in a bid to
lure their followers into sending
moneytoaBitcoinaccount.
After stealing employee cre-

dentialsandgettingintoTwitter’s
systems,thehackerswereableto
targetotheremployeeswhohad
access to account support tools,
thecompanysaid.
Twitter said itwouldprovide

amoredetailedreportlater.
British cybersecurity analyst

GrahamCluleysaidhisguesswas
thata targetedTwitter employee
or contractor receivedamessage
by phone asking them to call a
number. Thehackers could then
use “social engineering” tech-
niques to trick the victim into
handingovertheircredential.AP

Twitter says hackers
used phone to fool
staff and gain access

BYCOMPLETING
BeiDou,Chinanowhas
itsownsatellitenaviga-
tionsystemtocompete
withtheUS’sGPS,
Russia’sGLONASSandthe
EuropeanUnion’sGalileo.Of
these, theGPS is themost
widelyused,not just forper-

sonalnavigation,but
also formoresensitive
militarypurposes.As
Washington-Beijingties
continuetodeteriorate,

itbecomesmore important
thanever forChinatohavea
navigationsystemthat theUS
doesnothavecontrolover.

SYSTEM ALREADY BEING USED BY COUNTRIES TAKING PART IN BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

China officially commissions BeiDou sat navigation system to rival GPS
Increasingly importantamidUStensions

Britain tightens lockdown rules in
northern England amid rising cases

UKPMBoris Johnsonona
policebikeThursday.Hehas
askedpeople toremainalert
aboutnewquarantine
restrictions.Reuters

Thousands rally in
Pakistan in support
of killer of American
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GOLD
`54,538

RUPEE
`74.81

OIL
$43.18

SILVER
`65,910

Note:Gold, silverratesatspotmarket inDelhi;goldper10g, silverper1kg;Brentcrudeasof2330IST

Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST
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E-Tender Notice No.09/2020-21(Online) Parent Portal:http://mahatender.gov.in

BARAMATI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, BARAMATI
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

BNPAWS-17/332/2020-21 Dated:31/07/2020

The Chief Officer, Baramati Municipal Council, Baramati invites e-tender (online)
under vishesh vaishithyapurna fund for work mentioned below, on percentage rate
basis in form B1, from the registered contractors from PWD,MJP, CPWD and Irrigation
Department in appropriate class or who are experienced in similar type of work and
having bidding capacity and from those who can fulfill the qualification conditions. The
detail tender notice and qualification conditions are available on
http:mahatender.gov.in, which can be downloaded free of cost.

E-tender notice of above work is available on NIC’s website http://mahatenders.gov

Sd/-
Chief Officer

Baramati Municipal Council, Baramati

E-
Tender
Work
No.

Name of Work Estimated
Cost of
Work

Earnest
Money

Time
limit

Cost of e-
tender

document
(non

refundable)

Class of
Registrati

on

1. Proposed
Construction of 165
ML Capacity
R.C.C.balancing
tank at G.No.362 &
363 Balancing Tank,
For Baramati
Municipal Council,
Baramati, Dist.Pune.
Sub Work;-Earth
work Excavation

8,88,79,321/- 8,88,800/- 4 Months
(Including
mansoon)

10,000/- As
mentioned

above

1 Publication of tender 04/08/2020 - - -
2 Document Download 04/08/2020 11.00 25/08/2020 15.00
3 Prebid Meeting 14/08/2020 11.00 - -
4 Bid Submission 04/08/2020 11.00 25/08/2020 15.00
5 Opening of Technical Envelope 31/08/2020 11.00 . .
6 Opening of Financial Envelope 03/09/2020 11.00 . .

Seal

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL S. M. S. MEDICAL COLLEGE
& CONTROLLER OF THE ATTACHED HOSPITALS, JAIPUR
No-F/MC/Store /Covid-19/ 2020-21/ 18115-20 Dated:-29/7/2020

E- TENDER NOTICE No. 56-70/2020-21
The office of the Principal and Controller of the attached hospitals, Jaipur, SMS
medical college, Jawaharlal Nehru Marg, Jaipur invites Online Bid supply and
installation of equipments/items for establishing of RTPCR lab at PMO's at Tonk,
Sawai-madhopur, Karuli, Dausa and Dholpur and for equipments for EYE
department Bharatpur from reputed firms/companies/Individuals having nationally
and internationally.

1. All other information related to this NIT can be seen and downloaded from web
site http://eprocrajasthan.gov.in and http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

2. Tender shall be submitted online only through website
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

Sd/-
DIPR/C/5958/2020 PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER

Date of
Publishing Tender

Documents

Bid
Submission

End Date

Bid
Opening

Date

Total
Items
in NIT

Total Value
of NIT

(In Lac)

UBN No.

31/07/2020 At
02:00 PM

10-08-2020 at
04:00 PM

11-08-2020
at 11:30 AM

15 Rs. 440.50
(Approx)

SMS 2021GLOB00182 To
SMS 2021GSOB00196

e-TENDER NOTICE
Punjab Pollution Control Board invites e-Tender for the Supply,

Installation, Commissioning, Operation & Maintenance Services of 08
Nos. Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations to be installed
at Ludhiana and Amritsar (04 each),
Important Dates and Times

1. Sale of Bid Documents from 10.08.2020 (09.00 A.M.) to
10.09.2020 (02.00 P.M.)

2. Tender Closing Date 10.09.2020 (05.00 P.M.)
3. Pre-Bid Meeting Date 17.08.2020 (11.00 A.M.)
4. Opening of Technical Bid 11.09.2020 (11.00 A.M.)
5. Opening of Financial Bid (To be intimated later)

1. The Tenderer should be the manufacturer (original equipment-
Manutacturer) or authorized representative of the manufacturer,
who on its own or along with his associate as O&M partner meets
the qualifying requirment stipulated for participation in the tender.

2. It is mandatory for the Tenderer who wish to participate in the e-
Tendering Process to get themselves registered with the web por-
tal www.eproc.punjab.gov.in & get User ID, Password & Class 2 &
Class 3 Digital Signatures.

3. Interested Tenderer can purchase the tender document through
online mode only from website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in by mak-
ing a payment of Rs. 5000/- through Demand Draft in favour of
Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board, payable at
Patiala.

4. Detailed speciflcetions and other terms and conditions can be
downloaded from the website i.e. www.eproc.punjab.gov.in.

5. The Pre-bid meeting will be held in the Committee Room of Punjab
Pollution Control Board, Vatavaran Bhawan, Nabha Road, Patiala.

6. The instructions with regard to COVID-19 and Social Distancing
shall be maintained during meeting.

Corrigendum, if any, will be issued on website only.
MEMBER SECRETARY

E-Mail: msppcb@gmail.com

PUNJAB POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
VATAVARAN BHAWAN, NABHA ROAD, PATIALA

57631/PB

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JULY31

AFTERHDFCchiefDeepakParekh,
StateBankofIndia(SBI)Chairman
RajnishKumar Friday cameout
against extending themoratori-
umontermloanrepaymentsbey-
ondAugust.“Mostbankers,inclu-
dingmyself, believe that there is
noneedforamoratoriumbeyond
August31,”hesaid.“Weareconfi-
dentthatsixmonthsis longeno-
ughforallowingnon-repayment.”
Bankersareworriedthatloan

restructuring, if allowed,will be
misused by corporates. Loan
moratoriumby the RBI is being
misused some borrowerswho
have the capacity to pay up.

Parekh had earlier this week
urged Reserve Bank Governor
ShaktikantaDasnottoextendthe
loanmoratoriumbeyondAugust.

BRIEFLY
Coresector
outputshrinks
NewDelhi:Output of eight
coreindustriesshrank15per
cent Junedue to fall in out-
putofcoal,crudeoil,natural
gas,steel,cement&electric-
ity.Meanwhile,fiscaldeficit
in the first quarter of FY21
widenedtoRs6.62lakhcro-
reofbudgetestimates.PTI

Airtelseeks
lowertaxes
New Delhi: Bharti Airtel
chairmanSunilBhartiMittal
Fridaysaid theCentremust
review high tax rates and
leviesapplicablecurrentlyin
thetelecomsector.Meanw-
hile,RILCMDMukeshAmb-
ani againdemandedpolicy
intervention fromtheCen-
tretoend2Gservices. ENS

Nointerimchief
forWTOyet
Brussels: TheWorld Trade
Organization (WTO) has
failed to select a caretaker
chief due to an impasse
amongmemberswhomust
stillagreebyNovemberona
replacement for outgoing
Director-General Roberto
Azevedo,theGeneva-based
bodysaidFriday. REUTERS

No need for moratorium
beyond Aug 31: SBI Chairman

NewDelhi:Concernedovertheex-
clusionof ‘unemploymentinsur-
anceforunorganisedsectorwork-
ers’, the StandingCommittee on
Labour recommended the gov-
ernment to incorporate it in the
Code on Social Security to deal
withunprecedentedlabourmar-
ketsituations.Initsfinalreporton
theCodesubmittedonFriday,the
Committee has also flagged the
vaguenessoftheFinancialMemo-
randum, stating that it does not
quantify estimated expenditure
orsourceofrevenue.
It alsoproposed reducing the

continuous service period from
fiveyearstooneforgettinggratu-
ity,alongwithsuggestingextend-
ing social security benefits to all
workerswithout discrimination
ordifferentiation,inclusionof‘’ex-
changeof services’’ in thedefini-
tionofestablishmentwithapro-
visionofunder10workers. ENS

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,JULY31

ADAYafterthecentralbankpro-
posed dilution of the Centre’s
stakes in public sector banks
(PSBs) to26per cent, formerRBI
DeputyGovernor Viral Acharya
proposed divestment and even
privatisationofhealthierPSBs.
“Inmy opinion, the divest-

mentsareafirststep...divestment
beyondmajority stake, because
theywillhelprelaxthefiscalcon-
straint,”hesaid,adding,“Perhaps
privatisationofsomeofthehealt-
hiestpublicsectorbanks—relativ-
elyhealthier public sector banks
—shouldalsobeonthetable.”
Whilelaunchinghisbook‘Qu-

estforRestoringFinancialStability
inIndia’,AcharyasaidtheNarasi-
mhamcommittee had said that
governmentstakeinPSBsshould
be lowered to 30 per cent and
thereshouldbesynergisticmerg-
ersdesignedwithbetweenbanks

wherethereiscomplementarity.
In a presentation to PrimeMini-
sterNarendraModi,ReserveBank
ofIndia(RBI)officialshadpropos-
ed cutting the Centre’s stake in
PSUbanksto26percentandlon-
gertenureforthechiefsofPSBs.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Privatisation of healthier PSBs
should be on table: Acharya

Mumbai:SBIposteda81per
cent rise in standalone net
profittoRs4,189croreforthe
quarter ended in June as
againstRs2,312crore in the
sameperiodof lastyear.
NPAsfellduringthequar-

ter, while gross NPAswere
downat5.44percentofad-
vances from7.53per cent a
yearago.ENS

SBI Q1 standalone
net profit rises 81%

‘Direct deficit
financing should
be last resort’

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEWDELHI,JULY31

DESPITESMARTPHONEsalesco-
mingtoahaltforatleastacouple
ofmonthsinmanycountriesdue
tothepandemic,Applemanaged
aquarterly revenueof $59.7 bil-
lion,ariseof11percentfromthe

year-ago quarter. Research firm
Canalys saidApplewas the only
company that grew inQ2, ship-
ping45.1millioniPhonesglobally,
ariseof25percentyear-on-year.
CEOTimCooksaidthe“record

Junequarterwasdrivenbydou-
ble-digitgrowthinbothProducts
andServices andgrowth in each
ofourgeographicsegments”.

Record 11% rise in Apple Q2 revenue

Mumbai: FormerRBIGove-
rnorDSubbarao saiddirect
financing of deficit by RBI
shouldbeabsolutelythelast
resort“nomatterthattoday’s
crisis isextraordinary”. “The
case for direct financing is
madeon theargument that
governmentborrowing this
yearhas balloonedwaybe-
yondnormal,”hesaid. ENS

House panel
submits final
report on Code
on Social Security

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JULY31

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman Friday has said the
government isworkingwith the
ReserveBankof Indiaonrestruc-
turing of loans and extension of
moratoriumontermloans.Banks
cannot refuse credit toMSMEs
under the emergency credit line
guaranteeschemeandanyrefusal
shouldbereported,shesaid.
“Thefocusisonrestructuring.

FinanceMinistry is actively en-
gagedwithRBIon this. Inprinci-
ple, the idea that theremaybe a

restructuring required, is well
taken,” she said in an interaction
withFICCI, asper a statement is-
suedbytheindustrychamber.
On concerns raised by FICCI

members in raising loans under
ECLGS,shesaid“bankscannotre-
fusecredittoMSMEscoveredun-
deremergencycreditfacility.Ifre-
fused, such instancesmust be
reported.Iwilllookintoit.”Banks
have sanctioned43.5per cent of
thetargetedRs3lakhcroreunder
theECLGSforstressedMSMEsas
of July23,officialdatashows.

Google, FB get 3 mths
to negotiate with
Australian media ‘fair
pay for news content’

‘Give one-time recast facility to all borrowers’
SUNNYVERMA
&SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI,JULY31

THERESERVEBankofIndiashould
provideaone-timerestructuring
facility to all loan accounts irre-
spective of timeand category of
borrowers,saidSatishMarathe,di-
rectorontheRBI’sCentralBoard.
Thedemandcomesaheadof

thecompletionof the six-month
moratoriumonAugust31, and is
in linewithgrowingconcernson
expected rise innon-performing
assets in the year endedMarch
2021.Marathehascalled forgov-
ernment to reduce its holding in
state-ownedbanksto26percent
andnotgoforbankprivatisation.

Allaccountsthatcameinstress
fromApril1,2019,shouldbegiven
anopportunity for one-time re-
structuringwithout anydown-
grade.“One-timerestructuringfor
all accounts, irrespective of the
timeorcategoryofborrowers,we
shouldgivethisfacility.ThisIhave
saidonthebackgroundofacontin-
uousslowdownofmorethantwo
years.Lockdowncameontheback
ofthiscontinuousslowdown,that
hasputoureconomyinfurtherdis-
tressleadingtoanunprecedented
situation,”hesaid.“Wewrotetothe
Finance Minister and Prime
Ministeralso(asthefoundermem-
berofNGOSahakarBharati) ...be-
causeIhavebeeninteractingwith
severalMSMEs, small andbigur-
bancooperativebanks.”

InitsFinancialStabilityReport,
the RBI has projected that in a
“veryseverestressedscenario”,the
grossNPAsof thebanking sector
couldrisetoashighas14.7percent
oftotalloansbyMarch2021.
Thegovernment shouldkeep

itsstakeinpublicsectoratamini-
mumof 26per cent and rest be
soldtoretail investorsandstaff to
createanewownershipstructure
thatpromotes efficiency, he said
in an interactionwithThe Indian
Express.Healsocalledforbringing
employees’“skininthegame”and
argued that employees of state-
ownedbanksshouldbegivensig-
nificant stockoptionsandshares
tocreateasenseofownership.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
CANBERRA,JULY31

THEAUSTRALIAN government
saidFriday itplans togiveGoogle
andFacebookthreemonthstone-
gotiatewithAustralianmediabusi-
nessesfairpayfornewscontent.
In releasing a draft of a

mandatorycodeofconduct, the
government aims to succeed
where other countries have
failed inmaking the global dig-
ital giants pay for news si-
phoned from commercial me-
dia companies.
Google said Australia’s draft

codewas a heavy-handed step
that could impede the digital
economy.
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg

saidGoogleandFacebookwould
be the firstdigitalplatforms tar-
getedbytheproposedlegislation
butotherscouldfollow.It’sabout
afair-goforAustraliannewsme-
diabusinesses,Frydenbergsaid.

Forex reserves rise by $5 bn
to hit fresh high of $522 bn
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JULY31

THECOUNTRY’Sforeignexchange
reservesrosebyanother$5billion
intheweek-endedJuly24tohita
newhigh of $522 billion.With
this, India has seen its forex re-
servesexpandby$94billionover
thepast10months.
Whilethereserveshavebeen

drivenbyarise in foreignportfo-
lio investmentand foreigndirect
investment, and has been sup-
ported by lower crudeoil prices

anddeclineinimportsonaccount
ofthepandemic,expertssaythat
ithasprovidedmuchneededre-
lief totheeconomy.
The RBI data released on

Friday shows that in theweek-
endedJuly3,foreigncurrencyas-
sets expanded by $3.6 billion to
$480.5billion.
DespitetheCOVID-19-related

stress on the economy and the
country going into a stringent
lockdown towards the end of
March, the first sevenmonthsof
calendar2020haveseenariseof
$65billioninforexreserves.

FMNirmalaSitharaman.
@nsitharamanTwitterhandle

FinMin working with RBI on loan
recast, moratorium extension: FM

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,JULY31

ASSTATESopposetheproposalfor
themtoborrowtobridgetherev-
enue gap under the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime, some
stateshave suggested raising tax
ratesandbringingmoreitemsinto
theambitofcompensationcessto
shoreuprevenues.
Punjab Finance Minister

Manpreet SinghBadal, in a letter
toUnionFinanceMinisterNirmala
SitharamanFriday,tookstrongob-
jectiontorecentreportsofthecen-
tral government not having the
moneyortheobligationtopayGST
compensation to states, stating
that Centrehadprovided “innu-
merableassurances”intherun-up
toGST for “assured and unhin-
deredcompensation”.
Punjab is already operating

with aGSTdeficit of over 45per

cent, Badal said, adding theGST
CompensationActhasbeenacen-
tral legislationand theobligation
topaycompensationfollowsfrom
the law’senactment.Hehassug-

gested fivemeasures—ad-valor-
emcompensationcesstofactorin
inflation,subsumingcentralexcise
duty on cigarettes and tobacco
products in compensation cess,
settlementofpending IGSTdues,
bringingback certain items into
the28percenttaxslabandinclu-
sionofservicesconsumedbyrich
inthetopmost28percentslab—
aspossiblesolutionsforreducing
the revenue gap and hence the
burdenofcompensationtostates.
“Any shortfall after these ad-

justmentsmay bemet through
central borrowings. Thiswill be
bothefficient intermsof thecost
of borrowing aswell as equity.
Statesshouldnotbemadetobear
theburdenof borrowing,which
in any case is likely to be higher
thantherateatwhichthecentral
governmentwill be able to bor-
row,”Badalsaid.
Kerala Finance Minister

Thomas Isaac said, “AG opinion

seems to be that if there is no
moneyincess fundit’suptoGST
Council to make appropriate
arrangements. Fine. But the
Centrehas1/3rdvotesinCouncil.
No decision can be takenwith-
outitsconcurrence.Sotheques-
tion is,what is its stance?Topay
ornot topay?”
BiharDeputy ChiefMinister

SushilKumarModialsoconcurred
with theviewthatborrowingby
statesortheCentre,iftoberepaid
fromthecompensationcessfund,
isnot feasible. Instead theCentre
must consider raising the long
pendingdemandofraisingthefis-
caldeficit limit for states toallow
themtoborrowmore.“Stateshave
alreadybeendemanding raising
thefiscaldeficitlimituncondition-
allyfrom3.5percentto4percent
(of GSDP). States should be al-
lowed toborrowmore,which is
not tobepaid through the com-
pensation cess fund.Andeven if

thatconditionisput,nobodywill
giveyou that loanbecause there
won’tbemuchmoneyinthatkitty
(compensation cess fund). So, if
therearenotenoughcess collec-
tions,thenultimatelyyouhaveto
payfromtheconsolidatedfund(of
states),”hesaid.
Modi said theonly solution is

toraiseGSTrates.“Notonlystates
but theCentre is alsogetting less
revenueandIdon’tthinkit is fea-
siblefortheCentretoborrowand
compensatestates.Itisnotaone-
timeaffair, it is going tocontinue
for another 1 year or 2 years or
more.Sotheonlyotheroptionleft
is to increase the tax rates,which
willhavetobedecidedbytheGST
Council. Pandemicwill continue
for amuch longer time, so ulti-
matelyyouwillhavetodecideaf-
ter 1 month, 2 months or 3
months, whether it is inverted
dutystructureortaxrates,sothat
thereislessrevenueloss,”hesaid.

MOVENOT FEASIBLE, SAYPUNJAB, BIHAR, KERALA

E●EX
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AFTERFINANCEMinistry
officials are reported to
havecitedtheirinabilityto
paystatesinthenearfuture
in a Parliamentary panel
meeting on Tuesday, fol-
lowedbyalegalopinionby
AG suggesting that the
Centre does not have the
obligation to pay, states
have stressed upon the
commitmentof compen-
sationmadeatthetimeof
theGSTroll-outin2017.

Thematter
athand

GSTcompensation:SomestateFMsobjecttomarket
borrowingproposal,suggeststepstoshoreuprevenue

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,JULY31

ADAY after Kuwait announced
liftingoftravelbanforitsresidents
across theworld, except those
fromseven countries, including
India, theDirectorateGeneral of
CivilAviation(DGCA)saida‘trans-
port bubble’ arrangement has
beensignedwithKuwait“touplift
strandedpassengersboth to and
fromIndia”.Aseniorgovernment
officialsaidtheCentrewasintalks
with theUKandCanada to sign
arrangementsforsuch‘transport
bubble’.

“Toallowgradualmovement
of passenger traffic during the
COVID-19 situation, ‘Transport
Bubble’ agreements have been
signed with USA, France, and
Germany. Recently, ‘Transport
Bubble’agreementhasalsobeen
signed with Kuwait to uplift
strandedpassengerbothto/from
India.Moresimilararrangements
arelikelytofructifyandeasepas-
sengermovementsfromdifferent
countries,”theDGCAsaid.
InatweetThursday,Kuwait’s

CenterforGovernmentCommu-
nication said: “Allowing citizens
and residents of the country to
traveltoandfromKuwait,except
forresidentscomingfromthefol-
lowingcountries:SriLanka,India,
The Philippines, Bangladesh,
Nepal, IranandPakistan”.
India’s other ‘transport bub-

bles’ with France andGermany

are also subject to the countries
andtheEuropeanUnionallowing
Indiancitizenstoarriveintotheir
jurisdictions— something they
currentlydonotallow.
A senior government official

saidthetransportbubblearrange-
mentsmeanthatairlinesof both
countrieswillbepermittedtofly
passengersbothways,butalluded
to the fact that restrictions im-
posedby India’sHomeMinistry
and the foreign countries could
meanonlythosewhoclearthese
checkswillbeabletotraveloutor
in. TheMinistry of Civil Aviation,
andAir Indiawerelookingtoop-
erateflightstoHongKong,butthe
Ministry said theHongKongad-
ministrationwas not allowing
flights fromcertainpointsof ori-
gin, includingIndia.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

India inks air bubble deal with Kuwait,
even after being denied travel relaxations
Talksonforsimilar
arrangementwith
theUK,Canada
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NRAIpostpones camp for core group
The national shooting federation has postponed the compulsory training camp
for its Olympic core group planned here from Saturday after taking into the
account the situation arising out of the pandemic. On Thursday, a shooting
coach at Dr. Karni Singh Range tested positive for COVID-19 but the
development will not force a closure of the facility. PTI

Players, coaches
kneel as NBA
returns to action

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
LAKEBUENAVISTA,JULY31

BLACKPLAYERSwerenexttowhiteplayers.
Coaches fromoneteamwerenext to their
compatriotsfromtheopposingside.Many
locked armswith themannext to them,
someshuttheireyestightly,afewincluding
LeBronJamesbrieflyraisingafistintotheair
orpointingskyward.TheNBAhadastrong,
powerfulre-openingnightmessage.
Whenitcomestodemandingchange,

theleaguestandsunited—andThursday,
the four teams that played on the first
night of the league’s restart showed that
bynot standing.
Theywereunprecedented images for

the league in unprecedented times: The
Utah Jazz andNewOrleansPelicansknelt
alongside one another during “The Star-
SpangledBanner,” theirwayof joining the
chorusofthosedemandingracialjusticeand
equality in society. In the second game
Thursday,James’LosAngelesLakersandthe
LosAngelesClippersdidthesamethingdur-
ingtheanthemprecedingtheirmatchup.
“Tonightwewitnessedsober,powerfully

movingandheartfeltdemonstrationsbyour
playersof theircommitmenttothepursuit
of justice,” National Basketball Players
Association ExecutiveDirectorMichele
Robertstweeted.“Veryproud.”
TheNBAhasarulethatdatestotheearly

1980sdecreeingthatplayersmuststandfor
thenational anthem, andCommissioner
AdamSilverquicklyannouncedthatthepol-
icyisbeingadjusted.Theanthemswerepre-
recorded:JonBatisteperformedtheonebe-
forePelicans-Jazz, theComptonKidzClub
hadthetaskbeforeClippers-Lakers.
“I respect our teams’ unified act of

peaceful protest for social justice andun-
dertheseuniquecircumstanceswillnoten-
force our long-standing rule requiring
standingduringtheplayingofournational
anthem,” saidSilver,whowatched froma
plexiglass-enclosed suite becausehehas
notbeenquarantinedandthereforecannot
bearoundplayersandcoacheswhoareliv-
ing inside theNBA’s so-called bubble at
WaltDisneyWorld.

CROSSWORD4185

ACROSS
1 Sadreflectionabout
everything inTexas (6)

4 Danceorchestra ledbya
woman(8)

9 Concedes thereareabouta
thousandapproaches (6)

10 Tendtohave little rest for
recreation(8)

12 Part that’s left insideeggs (4)
13 Turf out,of course (5)
14 Assent toachangeofname(4)
17 Butoneskater turnsout tobe
anoldcomedian(6,6)

20 Getupbefore ten(4,3,5)
23 Lovegirl’s curvedshape(4)
24 Soft cryofpainproduces
purse,butnotof the lips (5)

25 Jewel inringgiventoclose
friend(4)

28 Retaina foreigndrinkasa
souvenir (8)

29 Nobodyelsewillknowifwe
keep it (6)

30 Sortof stepmanydebtors
neglect tomake(8)

31 Formofdecoration in the
forces,perhaps (6)

DOWN
1 Bittercriticism- I’dbear it
somehow(8)

2 Lackingmembers (8)
3 Hotheadputupthestake(4)
5 Asheaf of cornthatcomesasa
surprise (1,3,2,1,5)

6 Unproductivesortof raid (4)
7 Fallback incommonmutual
defence (6)

8 Manyacall forcourage
(6)

11 Just theplace tokeepabillof
fare (6,6)

15 Heatedcomplaint (5)
16 Thiswilldo for thepresent (5)
18 Staysupwhentherearegames
about (8)

19 Lets itbreaktoapoint that
couldbedangerous (8)

21 Jail soundshair-raising (6)
22 It’snotoftenthere’s real
trouble in therailway
(6)

26 Is theFrenchoneringed inthe
main?(4)

27 Hetakesafterhis father,
presumably (4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youhavea
reputation for
gettingyourown
way. Inpart, this is

others’ fault forallowing
themselves tobeoverruled.
However, todaymayIadvise
youtobeextrasensitive to
partners’ ratherdelicate
feelings.Themorepleasant
youare to them, thenicer
they’llbe toyou.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youcouldbeatyour
mostpersuasive.
This really isa
sociabledayand

youshouldmakegreatplayof
yourability tobringpeople
together.Prospects for those in
thepropertymarketare
distinctlybetter thanaverage
but, asusual, yourplanning
has tobeperfect.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Thevarious
relationships
betweenMars,
Mercury,Venusand

Jupiterareperfectlyoptimistic
in their inclinations, and
shouldsuityoudowntothe
ground.This isa timetogeton
withyour favourite tasks, to
exchange information,make
short tripsandgenerallychase
yourspecialambitions.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Yourparticular
brandof sensitivity
isonewecouldall
learn from.Powerful

emotionalalignmentssuit
yourmoodandmayencourage
youtoputyourself onthe line
as farasonespecial
relationship isconcerned.
You’llneedall thecourageand
confidenceatyourdisposal.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Slowlybutsurelyyou
oughttobe
reassuringpartners
ofyourloyaltyand

dedication.Thelessontolearn
atthemomentisthat
partnershipsmustbeworked
at.Thissimpletruthisquite
compatiblewiththefun,
pleasureandenjoymentthat
comefromspecialassociations.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Otherpeoplehold
thekey. Itdoesn’t
matterwhether
yourspeciality isa

workingpartnership,a
romantic liaisonor just
friendship ingeneral.All that is
important is thatyouopen
yourheart.Onceyoudothat,
thenotherpeoplemay
respond intheways thatyou
alwayshopedtheywould.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Whatyoucando
now is take amuch
firmer linewith
children. You

should also realise that there
aremanychores tobe
completedand tasks tobe
done, even if youare in the
mood for adayoff. Yourbest
approach is to call in a long-
forgotten favour.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
As theMoonmoves
to and frobetween
challenging regions
of your chart and

harmoniousones, the chances
for romantichappiness
improve. You should seize the
opportunity to enjoyyourself,
regardless ofwhether your
interests arehigh-brow
or low.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Once again, home
and family affairs
occupy your
attention. Itmaybe

aday to indulge in your
favourite practical tasks, or to
enjoy the companyof
your favourite relations.
Friendly communication
with everyone is the top
theme for thenext twenty-
four hours.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
There isagreat
temptationto talk
aboutsubjectsof
whichyouknow

nothing. If youcangetaway
withabluff,dosobyallmeans.
Ontheotherhand, if factsare
important,youmaycare toget
asecondopinion.That’s
especially thecase if you’re
riskingyourowncash.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Thetimehascome
toclear thedecks, as
I thinkyouknow.As
longasyouhave

majorpersonalmatters in
hand,youmayindulgea
financialwhim. If spending
plansareyour toppriority,
then it looksas if frivolities
maybeabetterbuy
thannecessities.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
There are so
many thought-
provoking
planetary patterns

at themoment, but the
dominantmood is emotional.
Myhope is thatwewill see
the very best of your caring,
compassionate sensitivity.
My concern is that youmay
be a little too ready to build
molehills into quite
unnecessarymountains.
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Iwoulddefine, inbrief,the___of___astherhythmicalcreationofBeauty-
EdgarAllanPoe(6,.,5)

SOLUTION:RERAN,SPOOK,ODDITY,WARMUP
Answer:Iwoulddefine,inbrief,thepoetryofwordsastherhythmicalcreationof
Beauty-EdgarAllanPoe
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SolutionsCrossword4184:Across: 1Refer,4Patient,8Sou,9Democracy,10Moabite,
11Seton,13Drills,15Enosis,18Mimic,19Mustard,21Potentate,23Eon,24Everest,25
Paths.Down:1Resumed,2Feudalism,3Radii,4Pamper,5Tucksin,6Era,7Tryon,12
Testament,14Licence,16Sidings,17Impart,18Maple,20Steep,22Tie.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

‘If we are not seen praising iconic players,
fans tend to assume that we are antagonistic’
Manjrekar ‘happytoapologise’ for reinstatement incommentarypanel

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,JULY31

FIVEMONTHSafterhewas removed from
theBCCI commentarypanel, formercrick-
eterSanjayManjrekarhaswritten toBoard
presidentSouravGangulyandothermem-
bersof theApexCouncil explaininghispo-
sition and offering to apologise “if I have
offended anyone.”
Manjrekarstatedthathewouldbe“happy

to apologise” and that the sacking has
“shakenmyconfidence”andwasa“bigjolt”.
InthiscommunicationaccessedbyTheIndian
Express,Manjrekarnotedthathewastoldby
anBCCIofficialonphonethathewassacked
because“someplayershadanissuewithme
asacommentator”.
Themailwasaprecursortoanotherletter

the former batsmanwrote toBoardofficials
requestinghisreinstatementinthecommen-
tary panel for the upcoming edition of the
IndianPremierLeague-mostlikelytobeheld
in theUnitedArabEmirates - andpromising
toabidebytheregulationssetbytheBCCI.
“You are already in receipt of the email I

sent to explainmypositionas commentator.
WiththeIPLdatesannounced,bcci.tvwillpick
itscommentarypanelsoon.Iwillbehappyto
workaspertheguidelineslaidbyyou.Afterall,
weareworkingonwhatisessentiallyyourpro-
duction. Last time, maybe there was not
enoughclarityonthisissue,”hewrote.
IthasbeenspeculatedthatManjrekarwas

removedfromthepanelasaresultofhiscom-
mentcallingRavindraJadejaa“bits-and-pieces
player”during last year’sODIWorldCupand
the subsequent reactions from fans and the
player himself were an important trigger in
himlosinghisjob.
OnJuly3lastyear,Jadejahadtweetedhisire

atManjrekar’scomments:“Still,Ihaveplayed
twicethenumberofmatchesyouhaveplayed
andIamstillplaying.Learntorespectpplwho
have achieved. I have heard enoughof your
verbaldiarrhea@Sanjaymanjrekar”.
After his half-century in theWorld Cup

semi-final againstNewZealand, Jadeja had
gesticulatedangrilytowardsthecommentary
studio. The official Twitter handle of the ICC
postedavideoofapost-matchdiscussionin-
volvingManjrekar. “Bybits andbypieces, he
just rippedme apart today. Bits of pieces of
sheerbrilliance, heprovedmeallwrong,” he
hadsaidthatday.
InhisfirstmailtoBoardofficials,Manjrekar

also flagged theperils of being a commenta-
torinthesetimes.“Ifwearenotseenpraising
theiconicplayersallthetime,thefansofthose
playerstendtoassumethatweareantagonis-
tictowardstheplayerstheyworship…Anyone
whohasfollowedmycareerasacommenta-
tor would know that I have no malicious
agendaagainstanyoneandthatmyopinions
comefromaverypureplacethatIholdsacred.
It’s cricketweare talkingabout, a sport that’s

givenmeandmyfathersomuch,”Manjrekar
stated.“Iwasgreatlyhurt!Especiallybecause
thiscameasarealshock!”headded.
Manjrekar reiterated hiswillingness to

apologise. “So, really, thissackingforwhat-
ever reason, has shakenmy confidence as
a professional. If unwittingly, I have of-
fended anyone Iwould be happy to apolo-
gise to the concernedparty.”
Manjrekaralsobroughtup the Jadeja is-

sue in great detail in his email to the Apex
Council, attaching an audio file of his com-
ments. “Youwill see howbenign it iswhen
you hear it in right context”. He alsowrote,
“Theplayerconcernedobviouslymisunder-
stood this orwas perhapsmisinformed. By
theway,theplayerandIhavesinceprivately
madepeaceover this issue.”
Hestatedthatthecommentwasnotmade

during commentary but in an interview.
“Pleasenote this commentwasnotmadeby
meonTwitteror incommentary, itwasinan
audio interview to anewsagency…that got
blownoutofproportion.Itwasmadeasapart
of a longmedia interviewbutunfortunately
wasmade into an eye-catching headline by
justonewebsiteandtheplayerreactedsharply
to itonTwitter.Thisgot the issuethetraction
itdidnotdeserve.‘Bits-and-pieces’isacricket-
ing termcommonlyused for cricketerswho
arenon-specialists.Itisregularlyusedbycom-
mentators todescribecertainplayersand it’s
neverconsideredtobedemeaning.”
Inhisemail,Manjrekarlistedouthisstand-

ingasacommentatoruntilhewas“suddenly
not foundgoodenough”. “Until thismoment
I hadbeen the leading commentator on the
BCCI panel formanyyears fulfilling someof
the biggest responsibilities there are in live
broadcasting:leadcommentator,post-match
awardspresenter,hostingthetoss,doingplayer
interviewsandyes,impromptuBCCIfunctions
ongroundtoo.IamalsooneofthefirstIndian
commentatorsthatgetsrosteredfortheWorld
Cupsbythe ICC. Ididmyjobwithgreatpride
anda100percentcommitmentandsuddenly
notfoundtobegoodenoughtobeinthepanel
wasabigjolt.”

“Anyonewhohasfollowedmycareer
asacommentatorwouldknowthatI
havenomaliciousagendaagainst
anyoneandthatmyopinionscome
fromaverypureplacethatIhold
sacred. It’scricketwearetalking
about,asportthat’sgivenmeandmy
fathersomuch...Iwasgreatlyhurt!
Especiallybecausethiscameasa
realshock!”

SANJAYMANJREKAR

Dearesteemedmembersof theApexCouncil,

InFebruary2020,completelyoutoftheblue,IwastoldbyDevShriyan,thehead
ofproduction,BCCITv,thatIwasbeing removedfromthecommentarypanel.
I have publiclymaintained that—“theBCCIaremyemployersandthey

haveevery right toeitherhavemeornot, in their commentarypanel. I have
neverconsideredbeingonacommentary panel anentitlement.”
Buthere, amongsta small circleof important stakeholdersof Indian

cricket, friendsandcolleagues,pleaseallowmetoopenmyheart.
Iwasgreatlyhurt!Especiallybecause this cameasa real shock!
Ididmyjobwithgreatprideanda100percentcommitmentandsuddenly

not foundtobegoodenoughtobe in thepanelwasabig jolt.
Later Iwas toldonphonebyaseniorofficebearer that someplayershadan

issuewithmeasacommentator .Nowhere iswhereour jobgetsabit tricky.
Ifwearenot seenpraising the iconicplayersall the time, the fansof those

players tendtoassumethatweareantagonistic towards theplayers theywor-
ship. That’s theprofessionalhazardwehave to livewithdoingour job.Anyone
whohas followedmycareerasacommentatorwouldknowthat Ihavenoma-
liciousagendaagainstanyoneandthatmyopinionscomefromaverypure
place that Iholdsacred. It’s cricketweare talkingabout, a sport that’sgivenme
andmyfather somuch.

Mycommentsandopinionscouldbewrong,but theyareneverpersonal,
derogatoryorborneoutof prejudiceorcunningdesign, I amonlybiased to-
wardsexcellence inperformances,whether it’s a teamoraplayer.
Now, let’s take the ‘bits andpieces’ comment thatgotblownoutof pro-

portionduring the lastWorldCup.
‘Bits andpieces’ is a cricketing termcommonlyused forcricketerswhoare

non-specialists. It is regularlyusedbycommentators todescribecertainplay-
ersand it’sneverconsidered tobedemeaning.
Theplayerconcernedobviouslymisunderstoodthisorwasperhapsmisin-

formed.By theway, theplayerand Ihavesinceprivately madepeaceover this
issue.
So, really, this sacking forwhatever reason,has shakenmyconfi-

denceasaprofessional. If unwittingly, Ihaveoffended
anyone Iwouldbehappytoapologise to thecon-
cernedparty.

Regards,
Sanjay

*Excerpts fromManjrekar’s email toBCCI

[ MANJREKAR ’S LETTER ]
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