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Sushant suicide:
Maharashtra,
Bihar now in
top court,

ED files case

Sushant Singh Rajput,
Rhea Chakraborty

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, PATNA,
JULY 31

THE SUICIDE of Bollywood actor
Sushant Singh Rajput a month
ago has now become a
Maharashtra vs Bihar issue, with
both states in the Supreme Court
to be heard before any decision
is taken on an FIR filed in the
matter.

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Kumar Modi on Friday de-
manded a CBI probe in the ac-
tor's death, while the
Enforcement Directorate regis-
tered a money laundering case.
Joining the issue, Maharashtra
CM attacked the opposition BJP
for criticising the Mumbai Police
over its probe.

The Mumbai Police has so far
recorded statements of more
than 40 people in the case, from
producer-director Sanjeev Leela
Bhansali to film critic Rajeev
Masand. Earlier this week,
Rajput's father KK Singh filed an
FIR of abetment to suicide
against Rajput’s friend and bud-
ding TV and film actor Rhea
Chakraborty, 28, and her family
members.

After Chakraborty, who was
dating Rajput, moved the
Supreme Court seeking transfer
of the case to Mumbai, the Bihar
government and Rajput's father
Thursday filed a caveat in the top
court seeking to be heard first.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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JAMMU & KASHMIR

Sajad freed, party says can’t go
out; Mufti’s detention extended

‘Five days short of
ayear, have been
informed that I
am a free man’

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, JULY 31

NEARLY A year after he was de-
tained amidst a clampdown on
the political leadership in
Jammu and Kashmir at the time
of the abrogation of Article 370,
People’s Conference chairman
Sajad Lone was on Friday offi-
cially “released” from house ar-
rest. However, he has been told
not to step out or speak to the
media.

As soon as his release was an-
nounced, Lone took to Twitter to
say, “Finally 5 days short of a year
I have been officially informed
thatIam a free man. So much

People’s Conference chairman Sajad Lone after his release
from house arrest, in Srinagar on Friday. Express

has changed. So have . Jail was
not a new experience. Earlier
ones were harsh with usual
doses of physical torture. But this

was psychologically draining.
Much to share hopefully soon.”
Around 1.15 pm, authorities
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Online open, 3.7 lakh get domicile
in a month, 78% of them in Jammu

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

IN THE month following the
launch of the online mode for
applying for domicile certificates
in the Union Territory under the
new rules, over thrice as many
people from Jammu have been
granted the same as compared
to Kashmir.

While the majority of the 3.7

— J&K —
ONEYEARAFTER

AUGUST 3

AN EXPRESS SERIES

lakh-odd granted domicile cer-
tificates are already permanent
residents of the Union Territory,
a significant proportion have

been given out to those who de-
spiteliving or serving in the state
for years were not considered
residents of the state due to pro-
visions of Artice 35A, which now
stands repealed.

Sources in the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)said that be-
tween June 22, when the online
facility was launched, and last
week, over 2.9 lakh people were
granted domicile certificates in

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Mehbooba
still held
under PSA,
some raise
questions

Mehbooba
Mufti

BASHAARAT MASOOD
&PVAIDYANATHANIYER
SRINAGAR, JULY 31

THE J&K ADMINISTRATION on
Friday extended the detention of
former Chief Minister and
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
president Mehbooba Mufti by
three months for the second
time under the Public Safety Act
(PSA)even as a section of officials
in the administration said they
were not sure of the need to con-
tinue with her detention. She is
the only political leader still de-
tained under PSA.

An order issued by Home
Secretary Shaleen Kabra said the
Home Department considered it
necessary to extend the deten-
tion following recommenda-
tions by law-enforcing agencies
to that effect. Mehbooba Mufti’s
detention under PSA was sched-
uled to expire on August 5.

But some senior officials told
The Indian Express they were

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Police was afraid
to take on the mob:
Palghar lynching
case chargesheet

SRINATHRAO
MUMBAI, JULY 31

THE POLICEMEN in whose pres-
ence a mob in Palghar lynched
two sadhus and their driver in
April had chosen not to inter-
vene for fear that they too would
be killed, the most senior officer
present at the spot has told in-
vestigators.

The 21-strong squad includ-
ing Riot Control Police (RCP) per-
sonnel at Gadchinchle village on
April 16 night, was carrying ifles,
rubber bullets, tear gas shells,and
stun grenades — but they did not
use their considerable arsenal to
prevent the murders.

After afour-month investiga-
tion into the Kkillings, the
Maharashtra Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
filed two chargesheets against
126 people earlier thismonthata

magistrate’s court in Dahanu
town —a4,955-page chargesheet
againstvillagers for attempting to
murder the policemen, and a
5,291-page chargesheet against
the the same men for murdering
the sadhus and their driver.

The first chargesheet in-
cludes the statements of the 21
policemen, who were led by
Assistant Police Inspector
Anandrao Kale.

Several of these men, includ-
ing Kale, had only 48 hours pre-
viously rescued two doctors and
their driver from another mob in
another village in the same area.

The two sadhus, Mahant
Kalpavruksha Giri (70) and
Sushilgiri Maharaj(35),and their
driver Nilesh Telgade (30), were
travelling to Surat from Mumbai,
and had gone off the main high-
way to get past lockdown barri-
cading. The area, in Dahanu

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Will attend
House if
party issues
whip: MLA
in Pilot camp

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JULY 31

AT LEAST one of the rebel MLAs
in Rajasthan loyal to former
deputy chief minister Sachin
Pilot has said that if the Congress
party issues a whip, he and the
other MLAs will attend the up-
coming Assembly session thatis
set to be convened on August 14.
Speaking to The Indian
Express on Friday, Gajendra Singh
Shaktawat, MLA  from
Vallabhnagar in Udaipur and one
of the 18 legislators in the Pilot
camp, said, “We are with Sachin
Pilot and will abide by whatever
decision he takes. We have never
spoken about leaving the
Congress party. If the Congress
issues a whip, I will definitely at-
tend the Assembly session. We
will raise our voice from within
by being inside the party.”
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Army to retain additional troops
in Ladakh for the long haul

India for return to pre-standoff sites, military talks likely

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

CHINESE AMBASSADOR Sun
Weidong’s claim on Thursday
about the location of the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) at Pangong
Tso and his refusal to clarify the
LAC point to a scenario where the
Indian Army will have to increase
its permanent deployment on

the disputed and tense border.
Asenior Army officer told The
Indian Express on Friday: “Our
preparations and activities will be
based on the actions of the adver-
sary. As long as they retain capa-
bility, we have to be prepared for
it because intent can change. We
will maintain troops on the LAC
according to that assessment.”
This means that the Army
will have enhanced deployment

on the disputed Ladakh border
till total disengagement by
troops at the points of friction
and completion of total de-esca-
lation by the two forces.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AUSTRALIA ENVOY
TARGETS CHINA
OVER LAC, SOUTH
CHINA SEAPAGE 7

Amid surge, Andhra ramps up
tests, says won’t shut down

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

AMIDST A record surge in the
number of novel coronavirus
cases, Andhra Pradesh hasruled
out the re-imposition of a lock-
down and is insisting that a fo-
cus on testing will help contain
further spread of the disease.
The number of those infected
inthe state hasincreased over 10
times from a month ago — from
14,595 on June 30 to 1,40,933
on July 31. With that, it has
overtaken Delhi's tally to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Testingas
@ strategy

EXPLAINED

ANDHRA PRADESH is
hoping that as it steps up
testing, and identifies
and isolates infected
people, it will be able to
slow down the spread of
the infection. The strat-
egy has worked well in
Delhi. But not so much in
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
or Uttar Pradesh.

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

CASES:
16,38,870

151

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

_},irlﬂ:}

TESTS: 1,88,32,970| DOUBLING RATE: 20.56**

RECOVERED: 10,57,805
DEATHS: 35,747

T-DAYAVG

KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* |  RATE**
mMaharashtra | 4,11,798 1,147 | 245% | 29.33
mTamil Nadu 2,39,978 5864 | 3.16% | 22.76
m Delhi 1,34,403 1,093 | 0.77% | 93.33
mAndhra 1,30,557 10,167 | 8.72% 8.26
mKarnataka 1,18,632 6,128 | 5.63% | 12.79

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

2.18

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASE FATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
2.38 8.35 55,078
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.70

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Dataas on July 30, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers include
data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

37,222

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Indian-descent Birmingham man
leads a common(wealth) cause

PAGE1
ANCHOR

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

A FORTNIGHT ago, a British-
Indian  entrepreneur in
Birmingham launched a public
campaign against the 2022
Commonwealth Games over
“perceived institutionalised
racism”. Over justa weekend, he
galvanised support from heads
of local churches, mosques and
temples, Labour and Tory
Members of Parliament, influ-

ential media and business per-
sons from different back-
grounds including Pakistani and
Indian, besides both black and
white Britons.

In the couple of
weeks that followed, the
campaign led to the
president of the
Commonwealth Games
Federation, Louis Martin,
stepping down fromthe
board of the organising
committee, a revamp of
important decision-
making bodies, and
promises to address issues of
‘colonial injustice’,among others.

The Birmingham Games have

Ammo
Talwar

come under heavy criticismin the
wake of the Black Lives Matter
movement, with some academ-
ics in the United Kingdom even
questioning the rele-
vance of the CWG as a
concept.

The manwhostarted
it all was Ammo Talwar,
whorunsamusicagency
in Birmingham. He says
he had the idea of a pub-
lic campaign after read-
ingalocal newsreporton
“systemic racismand an
almost entirely white ex-
ecutive board of the 2022 CWG
organising committee”. The

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

During the 2018
Commonwealth Games
opening ceremony at Gold
Coast, Australia. AP file
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HINDI USER GUIDE, FILM WITH BARCODE: HERE’S HOW GITHUB IS ARCHIVING CODE

FOR ATHOUSAND YEARS

The Github Archive Program at the Artic Vault in Norway has just been loaded with a backup of the open
source software repository to last at least 1,000 years.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

EXPLAINED

SUSHANT SINGH
RAJPUT CASE

Rhea Chakrabortyin
trouble; will the case go
to CBI?

R ey [

HOW APPLE GREW IN
MIDDLE OF PANDEMIC

Its growth can be
attributed primarily to

EXPRESS

Was the Indian Premier
League too big to get

cancelled?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In the latest episode of the Express sports
podcast, we talk about why the BCCI could
not afford to postpone IPL and why it has
picked UAE as its destination.

FROMPAGE ONE

J&K domicile

Jammu against 79,300 in the
Valley. Apprehensions had been
expressed by some quarters that
the change in domicile rules for
J&K; stripped of its special status
onAugust 5 last year, was meant
to force a demographic change
in the Union territory by allow-
ing entry to outsiders.

Sources said the domicile
certificates issued are propor-
tionate to the applications re-
ceived. “There is no region-spe-
cific delay. More applications
have been received from Jammu
somore certificates have been is-
sued there,” aJ&K administration
official said.

The domicile certificates
make people eligible to apply for
jobs and admission into educa-
tional institutions in the Union
territory, and officials believe a
majority of applicants aim for the
same.

Among those who have re-
ceived domicile certificates are
West Pakistan refugees, number-
ing over 20,000, nearly all of
whom are reportedly covered
now, and 2,000-odd sanitation
workers brought and settled in
the state but never accorded ba-
sicrights like voting. "They were
denied citizenship and hence ac-
cess to education and jobs,” an
MHA official said, adding that
700 Gurkhas too have been pro-
vided domicile certificates.

As per the new rules that
came into force in May this year,
people who have been living in
J&K for 15 years, those who have
studied in the Union territory for
sevenyears, or appeared in Class
100r 12 examination fromaned-
ucational institution in the re-
gion, as well as their children, are
eligible for domicile. Also eligi-
ble are children of officials of the
Central government, all India
services, banks and PSUs, statu-
tory bodies and Central univer-
sities, who have served in J&K for
10 years.

Besides, all Permanent
Resident Certificate holders are
automatically eligible.

Despite the setback due to
Covid-19, sources said, domicile
certificates were not the only
matter on which the govern-
ment has kept its promise. “The
most significant change has been
the amendment extending the
benefits of reservation to many
deserving categories. Paharis had
been demanding it for decades,
and are now eligible for 4% reser-
vation. Economically Weaker
Sections will get 10%, the income
ceiling for backward classes has
been increased from Rs 4.5 lakh
perannum toRs 8 lakh, and ben-
efits have been extended to res-
idents along the International
Border. Also reservation in the
Assembly has been extended to
Scheduled Tribes,” the MHA offi-
cial said, adding that the govern-
ment had also begun disbursing
Rs 5 lakh financial assistance to
West Pakistan refugees.

The official claimed there had
been a 262 % increase in minor-
ity scholarships, with over 4.76
lakh beneficiaries since August
last year, a 100 % jump in SC/ST
pre-matric scholarships, and 20%
increase in OBC post-matric
scholarships with over 742 lakh
beneficiaries overall (including
minorities).

On the job front -- a key con-
cernamong locals post Article 35
A, that empowered the J&K leg-
islature to define its permanent
residents and their special rights
and privileges -- the progress has
been more tardy. At the time of
the abrogation of Article 370, the
administration had announced
that 50,000 posts would be filled
up soon. But, with over 84,000
vacancies, the government has
only just begun recruitment for
the first phase, for 10,000 posts.

Troops in Ladakh

The Chinese ambassador
claimed that disengagement has
been completed at most locations,
but the Indian side has clarified

that disengagement has still not
been completed at Patrolling Point
17A and Pangong Tso.

The Army officer said addi-
tional deployment of troops in
Ladakh, estimated to be around
35,000 soldiers, is directly linked
torestoration of statusquoanteas
of April which remains the Army’s
goal, as stated by the Northern
Army Commander, Lt General YK
Joshi in an interview to CNN-
News18.

Restoration of status quo ante
involves reduction of additional
troops deployed by both sides on
the border, removal of new infra-
structure constructed in con-
tentious areas and restoration of
patrolling rights as exercised be-
fore the current standoff beganin
earlyMay. “We are prepared forall
contingencies. Logistics prepara-
tions are underway to supportad-
ditional deployment in winters, if
sorequired,” the officer said, with-
out getting into details of the ex-
act number of additional troops
that will continue to be deployed
in Ladakh.

Asecond officer, however, said
that at least one additional divi-
sion can be expected to stay back
in Ladakh to be prepared for any
eventuality, but did not rule out
greater numbers depending on
the situation on the Chinese side.
The numbers could be higher this
winter, eventually stabilizing to a
slightly lower permanent deploy-
ment thereafter, the officer said.

The Chinese ambassador’s
statement that clarification of the
LACwill lead to more disputes also
indicates that no solution to the
tensionson the borderisinthe off-
ing, which will warrant a higher
degree of alertness by Indian
troops.

The Army has been demand-
ing delineation of the LAC by the
two sides to avoid faceoffs be-
tween soldiers on both sides -
these haveincreased as the Indian
side has started patrolling with
greaterintentand frequency inthe
last 15 years. Meanwhile, former
Army chief General (retd) VP
Malik, in a Twitter post, said: “By
his statement yesterday,
Ambassador Sun Weidong of
China hasvirtually ended any pos-
sible progress in LAC talks be-
tween military commanders”.

One of the Army officers, who
had adifferent take, said, “the next
round of talks will happen in the
next few days, most probably af-
ter August 1”.

Pilot camp

He added that a whip is only
effective inside the House and
can'tbeissued for other meetings.

The rebel MLAs had skipped
two meetings of the Congress
Legislature Party, one of the rea-
sons that Mahesh Joshi, the
Congress chief whip in the
Assembly, cited in his petition to
Speaker CPJoshi, seeking the dis-
qualification of Pilot and the other
18legislators.

"All we wanted was a change
in leadership. A person who
worked hard for six years to form
the governmentin Rajasthan, you
abuse him by calling him
nikamma... This is a battle of self-
respect. Youare abusing yourown
family members. We have never
spoken with anybody from the
BJP. We don't want to leave the
Congress," said Shaktawat, whose
father, late Gulab Singh Shaktawat,
was a key Congress leader who
was elected multiple times from
the Vallabnagar Assembly seat.

Another Pilot loyalistand MLA
from Ladnun, Mukesh Bhakar; told
The Indian Express that he believes
in the Congress ideology and
won't leave the party for the BJP.

Palghar case
taluka of Maharashtra's tribal-
dominated Palghar district, had
been agog over the previous sev-
eral days with rumours about
childlifters and organ harvesters.
The sadhus and their driver
were attacked, but were rescued
byapolice team - however,a300-
400-strong mob had then
snatched the men off a police ve-

conveyed to Lone thathe was no
longer under detention. Two
hours later, when he tried to step
outof his Church Lane, Srinagar,
residence, sources in the party
said, “it was verbally conveyed
to him that he cannot address
the media or step out of his
house till August 5”. Members
of the People’s Conference, in-
cluding party general secretary
Imran Ansari, were, however, al-
lowed to meet Lone.

The government spokesper-

waiting for a signal from New
Delhi to release Mehbooba
Mufti. “No political leader is un-
derPSA... We donotexpectany
trouble upon her release,” said
an official, who did not wish to
be named. When asked why
was she being kept in custody,
the official said: "That's a ques-
tionmore apt forNew Delhi than
Srinagar."

Another official said that
Mufti's continued detention has
todomore with politics than se-
curity. The official said releasing
her ahead of completion of a
year since the abrogationand co-
inciding with Eid, would have
sent a positive signal to all polit-
ical parties and other stakehold-
ers.?

Some officials said the exten-
sion was routine, and doesn’t
mean she would be necessarily
kept under detention for three
more months. Both Farooq
Abdullah and his son Omar
Abdullah of National Conference
were released about two weeks

son, Rohit Kansal, could not be
reached foracomment.
Ansari told The Indian
Express, “This is a happy mo-
ment. We were not expecting
the news of the release." He
added, "We prefer that he (Lone)
make his own statements, and
thatwill happen after August5.”
People's Conference
spokesperson Adnan Ashraf
said, “It is a happy moment for
our workers and supporters
whowere eagerly waiting for his

and six weeks, respectively,
ahead of the expiry of their de-
tention under PSA.

Infact, Mufti's daughter Iltija
Mufti has termed the third PSA
against her mother as an “Eid
Gift” from the government say-
ing this would not deter her
mother fromexpressing herout-
rage against the “onslaught on
our dignity and constitutional
rights”. This is the second time
the Home Department has ex-
tended the detention period.
“...the period of detention of Mis
Mehbooba Mutfti... be extended
foraperiod of three months and
shemay belodged at Subsidiary
Jail Fairview Gupkar road
Srinagar,” the order said.

MehboobaMufti, 61, wasar-
rested on August 5 last year, the
day the Central government ab-
rogated the special status of
Jammuand Kashmirand down-
graded the state into two Union
Territories. While Mufti was
lodged under preventive deten-
tion for six months, she was

Sajad freed, Mufti detention extended

release.” Justas the special status
of J&Kwas strapped on August 5
lastyear, Lone was picked upand
putunderdetentionat the Sher-
e-Kashmir International
Conference Centre along with 30
senior party leaders from differ-
ent political parties. He was then
moved to Srinagar's MLA hostel
and, in February, put under
house arrest.

Welcoming Lone’s release,
former chief minister Omar
Abdullah, who was released

Mehbooba still held under PSA, some raise questions

booked under PSA in February
thisyear along with former Chief
Minister and political rival Omar
Abdullah.

Inits first PSA dossier against
Mufti, the administration had re-
ferred to the green colour of her
party flag, the resemblance of
her party’s election symbol with
that of Muslim United Front
(MUF) - a conglomerate of
Valley parties that contested
elections in 1987 - and her re-
fusal to sign a bond that she
would not talk about the scrap-
pingof Article 370 as thereasons
for slapping PSA against her.

While Abdullahwasreleased
March 24, Mufti continued to
serve detention. On April 7, she
was shifted to her official resi-
dence that was declared as a
subsidiary jail by the govern-
ment. When her first PSA ex-
pired on May 5, it was extended
for another three months.

Mufti’s daughter Iltija told
The Indian Express that she was
hoping her mother would bere-

fromdetention in March, said, “I
hope others under similar ille-
gal detention will also be re-
leased without delay.”

While Abdul Gani Vakil now
remains the sole People’s
Conference party leader still
confined, several members of
the National Conference and
other parties continue to be un-
der detention at theirhomes.On
July 13, the NCfiled a petitionin
the JRKHC seekingrelease of 16
of its members.

leased on Eid. “Because every-
body was gradually being re-
leased, I also heard that every-
body would be released by Eid.
But today, in an Eid gift, they
(government) have given us this
new PSA order;” Itija said.

“Just like the special status is
a political decision and not a ju-
dicial one, I think, the release of
detainees here is also a political
decision. Itis obvious they don’t
wantany kind of normalcy, they
want their own version of nor-
malcy, they want their own nar-
rative and they want people here
just to keep talking about state-
hood”.

[ltija said the third PSA
against her motherwouldn'tde-
ter her and she would speak up
whensheis free. “Obviously she
is going to talk about what they
have done. It is not only an on-
slaught on dignity but also on
our constitutional rights. These
rights were guaranteed by the
constitution and they were
taken away,” she said.

hicle and lynched them. Videos on
social media had appeared to
show one policeman abandon the
elderly sadhu and flee.

According to the chargesheet,
the policemen had left Kasa police
stationat 10.18 pmin fourvehicles
after forest guards at a checkpost
in Gadchinchle informed them
that a car with three passengers
was under attack. Kale completed
the 40-kilometre journey at 11.10
pm, reaching Gadchinchle 10 min-
utes ahead of his subordinate,
Police SubInspector Sudhir Katare.

Avancarrying 15RCP person-
nel arrived at 11.15 pm. A platoon
of 30armed RCP personnel, work-
ing in 24-hour shifts of 15 men
each, had been stationed at Kasa
police station after rumours of
thieves and alleged organ-har-
vesters in the area had led to inci-
dents of villagers attacking trav-
ellers. The chargesheet says that
the villagers ignored three an-
nouncements by Kale on the pub-
licaddress system, ordering them
todisperse. Intheir statements, the
policemen have said that they
were initially unable to reach the
overturned Maruti Eeco in which
the sadhus and their driver were
lying injured.

Kashinath Chaudhary, a
Panchayat Samiti member from
the area who had accompanied
the police to the village, told the
CID that the arrival of the police
had seemed to further enrage the
villagers. “When I asked the vil-
lagers to allow the police to re-
move the injured travellers and
question them, some villagers ac-
cused us of working with the
thieves. The villagers said that the
police had arrived in such large
numbers only to help the thieves.
Other villagers said that they
wouldkillall of us," Chaudharyhas
said in his statement.

Kale told the CID that his col-
leagues were pelted with stones
asthey extricated the victims from
their vehicle and put them in the
police van. “The mob also gath-
ered around the RCP van and did
notallow them tocome out.Itwas
when the mob pulled back that
the RCP men were able to alight
from their vehicles,” he said.

However, the police were un-
able to shield Sushilgiri and
Yelgade, or to assist Assistant Sub
Inspector R D Salunkhe, who was
trying to help the elderly
Kalpavruksha Giri, from the mob,
both Kale and the members of the
RCP squad have told the CID.

“The mob had pinned us near
our vehicles and did not allow us
tomove ahead. We had pistols but
did nothave the nervetofireinthe
midstof the crowd,” Kale said. His
statement has been attached to
the chargesheet filed by the CIDin
the attempt to murder offence.

The chargesheet says that the
RCP van had two 12-bore rifles,
100 rounds of 12-bore ammuni-
tion, a gas gun, 10 rubber bullets,
10 tear smoke grenades, 10 tear
smoke shells, five colour smoke
grenades, five stun grenades, 10
stungrade shells, five hand spades,
shields, batons, and pads to pro-
tectarms and legs, and helmets.

However, in his statement,
Kale said, “Ifelt that had I fired my
weapon or used tear gas at that
time, the violent mobwould have
killed us. That is the reason [ did
not fire myweaponand did notor-
der the RCPto use tear gas.”

The RCP told the CID that the
mob prevented them from the
shooting videos of the incident, as-
saulted them with stones and
wooden sticks,and warned them
against intervening. An RCP con-
stable whoiis cited as a witness in
the chargesheet recalled that the
mobwas shouting: “Goback. Give
us your uniforms. We will teach
them (the victims)alesson. If you
do not go back, we will kill you.”

Despite being pelted with
stones, hit with sticks, and having
their shields and batons grabbed,
the RCP personnel did not retali-
ate,says the chargesheet. “We did
not use tear gas or any other force
atthattime. We did notreceive or-
dersfromany official to use force,”
the RCP constable has said.

Past midnight, as the three se-
verely beaten victims lay motion-
less,the mob disappeared into the
forests surrounding Gadchinchle.
At 12.30 am, Gaurav Singh, then
Palghar superintendent of police,
arrived along with Additional SP

Vikrant Deshmukh, Sub Divisional
Police Officer (Jawhar) Bhagwat
Sonawane, and nearly 300 per-
sonnel. The SP was later sent on
compulsory leave while API Kale,
PSI Katare, ASI Salunkhe and two
other constables were suspended.
Thirty-five other personnel posted
at Kasa police station were trans-
ferred.

Andhra

become the state with the third
highest caseload in the country, af-
ter Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.
OnlyKarnataka has had acompa-
rable increase in this period.
Karnataka's cases increased from
15,242 onJune 30to 1,24,115 now,
a seven-fold rise. But Andhra
Pradesh's rise on the Covid graph
has been much more dramatic,
makingit the fastest growing state
for two weeks now.

On three consecutive days -
July 29, 30 and 31 - Andhra
Pradesh reported more than
10,000 cases each day, with 10,376
new cases on July 31. Not even
Maharashtra, which has been re-
porting the maximum number of
new cases every day, has recorded
more than two consecutive days
of 10,000-plus new cases. In fact,
on July 29 and 31, Andhra
Pradesh’s number was higher
than that of Maharashtra. It was
the first time since the outbreak
beganin Maharashtrain the mid-
dle of March that any state had re-
ported more numbers.

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has been maintaining that
the surge in numbers was due to
increased testing, and that the
tests would be scaled up even fur-
ther, as that was the only way to
identify and isolate those infected
and slow down the spread.

“There are no other options.
We are doing targeted testing
among vulnerable groups suchas
people with co-morbidities, and
elderly people,and also peoplelike
vendors or industrial workers
who could be at heightened risk.
Quarantining the infected per-
sons, either athome oratisolation
centres,or providing treatmentin
case of serious symptoms is the
onlysolution," said Dr Arja Srikant,

the state's Covid-19 nodal officer.

Officials also said the testing
was focused on neighbourhoods
where migrants had returned re-
cently or in areas with positive
cases. Apart from collecting swab
samples at designated labs and
hospitals, the government has
converted state transport buses
into swab collection centres.

While it is true that Andhra
Pradesh has stepped upits testing
in July, it was never a laggard at
conducing the diagnostic tests. By
theend of lastmonth, it had tested
more than 8.9 lakh samples. Only
Tamil Nadu (11.7 lakh) and
Maharashtra (9.6 lakh) had con-
ducted more tests at that time. In
July, however, Andhra Pradesh
conducted more than 10lakh ad-
ditional tests. But then, every state
hasbeenable to test greater num-
bers in July because of the avail-
ability of rapid antigen and
Trunaat tests. State government
officials claim the tests are more
targeted now. As a result, more
positives are being detected. But
inthe long run, they hope, thiswill
help in slowing down the spread,
justlike it has happened in Delhi.

Despite the extraordinaryrise
in cases, the state is ruling out re-
imposition of lockdown.

In fact, the state is all set to re-
open tourist places from August
15.“Aswe have seen earlier, alock-
downwill serve no purpose.Once
alockdown hasbeen lifted, it can-
not be enforced again because it
will cripple the economy. Instead
of that, we are enforcing strict
quarantine in containment
zones,” said state Health Minister
AKXKrishna Srinivas.

The state has also ramped up
the number of beds for Covid pa-
tients. As on July 31,40,000 beds
had been made available in 128
hospitals,including several private
ones. The state has ordered 90,000
doses of the anti-viral drug
Remdesivir and orders have been
issued torecruitabout 17000 doc-
tors, nurses and other staff over
the next few weeks.

UK man

response from the organisers was
“vague and abstract”, and he de-

cided to swing into action.

Talwar drafted an open letter
to the organising committee,
whichwas signed by 53 individu-
als. Britain’s Shadow Miinister of
Sport, Alison McGovern, for-
warded it to Sports Minister Nigel
Huddleston. Days after the letter
was published, Martin, the CGF
head, resigned, and in an inter-
view to the BBC, Huddleston said
“more changes” were likely to fol-
low. A CGF spokesperson told The
Indian Express on Thursday that
they were seeking toaddress sev-
eral other - much wider - issues
aswell.

“Over the past decade the
Commonwealth Games and
Commonwealth Sport have trans-
formed into a movement repre-
sentingsocial change and seeking
to build peaceful, sustainable and
prosperous communities across
the Commonwealth. The CGFand
Games organisers have sought to
address issues surrounding colo-
nial injustice, truth and reconcili-
ation, human rights and broader
issues addressing inequality,” the
spokesperson said.

Talwar, whose roots are in
Punjab, said there “were a num-
ber of frustrations among the cit-
izens of Birmingham, especially
among the black and Asian com-
munities, who have been more af-
fected because of Covid-19 than
our white counterparts”.

“We feltthat some of the work
they were doing was perhapslazy,
disrespectful and sometimes
shameful,” Talwar said. “Around
46 per centof Birmingham's pop-
ulationis non-white British. There
is a very big Pakistani and Indian
community. The main site of the
Commonwealth Games, at Perry
Barinnorth Birmingham, is super
diverse. Itis around 70-80 per cent
non-white British,” he added.

Given this demography, the
factthat 19 out of the 20 members
on crucial decision-making bod-
ies were white Britons did not sit
well with the local people, Talwar
said. The executive management
team had five white men and two
white women, and the board of di-
rectors had seven white men, five
white women,and one black man.

While Talwar’s campaign fo-
cussed onthe absence of diversity,
Kehinde Andrews, professor of
Black Studies at Birmingham
University, said the Games were
“problematic” because of their as-
sociation with Britain’s colonial
past. “It should be a time to revisit
this because the Commonwealth
is all about Britain trying to main-
tain some kind of symbolic link
back to its imperial past. The em-
pire is still there in some ways,”
Andrews has been quoted as say-
ing by Birmingham Live, the digi-
tal channel of thelocal tabloid, The
Birmingham Mail. “The city has
embracedit(the Games)because
it is money, which is quite a good
metaphor because the empire is
one of the things that built
Birmingham. We shouldn’t be
surprised the city embraced it,”
Prof Andrews said.

Talwar acknowledges the
CWG'’s “connection to the em-
pire”, and concedes that the
“Commonwealth doesn’t mean
much to a lot of people” in
Birmingham.

But he insists there is excite-
mentabout the Games becauseit
is seen by the community as a
“catalyst of change”. “This is why
the tone of our letter is collabora-
tive. We wantto solve theissue, so
ourletter wasbased on thatrather
than just bashing you over the
head,” Talwar said.

Sushant

On Friday, Maharashtra did
the same.

The Enforcement Directorate
announced Friday registration of
a case of money laundering
against Chakraborty and her rela-
tives, reportedly based on the
Bihar Police's FIR. Officials said the
FIR showed prima facie siphon-
ing off of "over Rs 15 crore" be-
longing to Rajput, allegedly by
Chakraborty and others, into
"bankaccounts not knowntothe

deceased actor". An official said
the accused would be called for
questioning next week.

The FIR against Chakraborty
and six others has been filed un-
derIPCsections 306 (abetment of
suicide), 341 (wrongful restraint),
342 (wrongful confinement), 380
(theft in dwelling house), 406
(criminal breach of trust)and 420
(cheating). Cheating falls under
the category of offences under
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act. Singh has alleged that Rs 15
croreinanaccount held by Rajput
had gone missing, while on June
6, less than a week before Rajput
was found dead, Chakraborty had
came to his place and taken away
many of his belongings, including
cash, his laptop, ATM card and
other important documents. He
had also sought to invoke provi-
sions of the Mental Health Care
Act,accusing Chakraborty and her
family of putting pressure on
Rajput, causing him to "crack”.

Inavideo statement released
through her lawyers on Friday,
Chakraborty said, "The truth shall
prevail". "I have immense faith in
god and the judiciary. I believe
thatIwill getjustice. Even though
alot of horrible things are being
said about me on the electronic
media, I refrain from comment-
ingonthe advice of my lawyers as
the matter is sub-judice.
Satyamev Jayate, the truth shall
prevail," the actor said.

The NDA government in Bihar
Friday said it would fight
Chakraborty's plea questioning
the state police's jurisdictioninin-
vestigating the case, and that it
would be represented in the apex
courtby former Attorney General
of India Mukul Rohatgi. The state
government also questioned the
fact that the Mumbai Police was
yet to filean FIR in the case.

Bihar Deputy CM Sushil
Kumar Modi accused the
Mumbai Police of "not cooperat-
ing" with the Bihar team thatisin
the city as part of its probe into the
FIR against Chakraborty, and said
the CBIshould take over the case.
The leaders of Modi's party the
BJP, its ally LJP, as well as the op-
position party R]D, have all met
Rajput’s family and demanded a
CBIprobe. CM Nitish Kumar, who
hasn't yet spoken on the matter,
has also met his family members.

On Friday, JD(U) minister Jai
Kumar Singh said, "Our CM will
first speak to his Maharashtra
counterpart to demand a CBI
probe. If it does not work, he can
also take up the matter with PM
Narendra Modi."

“The Maharashtra and
Mumbai Police are certainly ca-
pable of handling the case and
thereis noneed to hand the mat-
ter over to the CBI. Otherwise, all
the police forces in other states
should be dismissed. Are they
more capable than Mumbai or
Maharashtra Police? At least the
former CM of the state should re-
member that they ran the govern-
ment for five years with help of
the police,” Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray told
aMarathi news channel while not
naminganyone. He urged anyone
who had any information to come
forward and approach the police.
"If the government does not act
on it, then you can level allega-
tions. Don't fall prey to the politics
of BJP” he added.

The Mumbai Police has re-
tained its Accidental Death Report
in the case, and on Friday, an offi-
cersaid they had received an email
from another friend of Rajput's,
Siddharth Pithani, saying Rajput's
family members were pressuring
him to give a statement against
Chakraborty. "Pithani’s statement
hasbeenincludedinthe pleafiled
by Chakraborty in the Supreme
Court." The Mumbai Police has
maintained that it has so far not
found any evidence of foul play or
abetment of suicide in Rajpur's
case. A senior officer said earlier
this week that hisaccount had not
shown any large transfers of
money.
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THE CITY

BMC announces
0% cutin

water supply

from August 3

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI, JULY 31

WITH SCANT rainfallin the catch-
mentareas of the seven lakes that
supply drinking water to the city,
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has an-
nounced a 20 per cent cut in wa-
ter supply from August 5.

While the BMChad decided to
impose water cuts from August 1,
the decision was deferred due to
Eid al-Adha, officials said.

“The supply cut isimposed so
that the water stock lasts in the
city for the remaining part of the
year. We are monitoring the situ-
ation/water stockin the lakes. We
can review the decision once the
water stockrises,” said Additional
Municipal Commissioner
(Projects), P Velrasu, who is also
the in-charge of the Hydraulics
department.

The city requires 4,200 million
litres of water daily (MLD) of
which the BMC supplies 3,800
MLD. On Friday, the total water
stock in the seven lakes was
recorded at4.99 lakh million litres,
which is 34.49 per cent of the full
capacity of the reservoirs. Last
year, the total water stock was
recorded at 85.68 per cent on the
same day.

The seven lakes should havea
cumulative 14.5 lakh million litres
stock by October 1 for the city to

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS
14,527 of BMC'’s
SWM dept
staffers tested,
0.8% infected

LAXMANSINGH
MUMBALI, JULY 31

ONLY 0.8%of frontline workers from
the Solid Waste Management
(SWM)department have tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 in the rapid anti-
gen tests conducted by the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation since July 24.

Atotal of 14,527 staffers from the
department, most of whom are
from the conservancy workers in-
volved in garbage collection and
waste management, besides super-
visory staff have undergone rapid
antigen tests, civic officials said. Of
the total, 14,410 workers tested neg-
ative for the virus.

Only four of the 117 stafferswho
were found positive are sympto-
maticand they have been shifted to
Covid Care Centres, officials added.

The maximum number of rapid
antigen tests, on 1,652 staffers, were
conducted in PNorth (Malad) ward,
followed by 1,625 at D ward
(Malabar Hill, Grant Road). Fifteen
positive cases were reported from D
ward, while G North ward (Dadar,
Dharavi) had 13 cases. Rapid antigen
detection tests are quicker and take
up to 30 minutes as compared to RT-
PCR tests which typically take atleast
24 hours to provide results. As per
ICMR guidelines, symptomatic per-
sons who test negative for Covid-19
in the rapid antigen tests should be
followed up with an RT-PCR test.

Additional Municipal
Commissioner Suresh Kakani said if
astaffer, who has tested negative for
Covid-19 in the rapid antigen test,
develops symptoms of the infection
later then they can go for RT-PCR
tests. “We have developed amecha-
nism under which if any staffer
shows symptoms then the junior
overseer, whoisin-charge of labour-
ers, will inform the respective
Assistant Engineers so that they can
undergo RT-PCR tests. The positive
thing is that so far very few staffers,
who have already undergone anti-
gentests, have shown symptoms for
the viral disease,” Kakani said.

A total of 27,000 labourers and
4,000NGOworkersin the SWM de-
partment are engaged in waste
management, while there are
around 3,500 supervisory staff. The
BMCplanstotestall the department
staffers and has procured one lakh
testkitsin the first week of July from
a South Korean firm. “The drive will
go on and all the frontline workers
will be tested. We are conducting
special testing camps in schools and
near SWM chowkies,” an official
from the SWM department said.

gowithoutawater cut for the rest
of the year, officials said.

Mumbai draws water from
Bhatsa, Middle Vaitarna, Upper
Vaitarna, Tansaand Modak Sagar,
which are in Thane and Nashik
districts. Though the city received
heavy showers in July, rainfall in
the catchment areas of these five
lakes was very poor. Of the two
lakes located within city limits in
the Sanjay Gandhi National Park,
Tulsi lake had overflowed on July
28.Atleast three lakes had started
tooverflow by July 30 last year, of-
ficials said.

Bhatsa lake, a major supplier
of water to the city, is at 38.38 per
cent(2,77,351 million litres) of its
capacity. The lake also supplies
water to neighbouring Thane and
Bhiwandi. In the 24 hours,ending
at 6 am Friday, Bhatsa lake re-
ceived 2 mm of rain. Between
June 1 andJuly 31, it has received
atotal of 1,082 mm rain.

In November 2018, BMC had
ordered 10 per cent cut in water
supply volume and another 15 per
cent cut in supply timings when
the total stock in the seven lakes
stood at 76 per cent of the total ca-
pacity. The civicbody had thenan-
nounced that the cut would re-
main in place till monsoon next
year. After agood rain, the cut was
revoked in July 2019.

Holes fitted with gloves on either side of the chamber will allow ] hospital staffers contactless access to a patient. Express

JJ hospital improvises ‘Covid
transport kawach’ for
contactless transfer of patients

Mumbai: To minimise the risk of
transmission of virus from a
Covid-19 patient, J] hospital has
improvised a ‘Covid transport
kawach’, a glass-covered protec-
tive chamber (photograph on left)
with positive and negative pres-
sure, to wheel patients to differ-
ent departments for X-ray, CT
scan, intubation or sonography.

Holes fitted with gloves on
either side of the chamber will
allow hospital staff contactless
assess to a patient. It has been
fashioned at the cost of Rs
40,000.

Dr Ajay Bhandarwar, head of

surgery department in the hos-
pital, said, “We were coming
across increasing cases where
healthcare workers are getting
infected from patients. We
reached out to a few engineers to
create a chamber that could be
used to transfer a patient from
one department to another. This
is being used in Africa, Mexico,
and the US, butimporting sucha
chamber would costRs 2-3 lakh.”

The hospital authorities said
the model would be replicated to
use for not just Covid-19 cases,
but also tuberculosis and menin-
gitis patients. ENS

BMC invites EOI on acquisition
of land for 5,000-bed hospital

Mumbai: The BMC has invited
Expression of Interest (EOI)onac-
quisition of land for the construc-
tion of a 5000-bed hospital in
view of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The civic body will acquire
around 20 acres land for the pro-
posed hospital, which should be
close to the Western Express
Highway and Eastern Express
Highway, and should have a 90-
foot wide accessible development
road plan.

BMChasinvited land owners
and developers who have a clear
title and dispute-free land. The
hospital will be set up in the sub-
urbs, which may aid the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR),
which has poor healthinfrastruc-
ture. “For dealing with Covid-19,
the availability of large and well-

equipped health care facilities
is of utmostimportance,” a civic
official said. "In a Covid task-
force meeting, which was at-
tended by the Chief Minister
and the BMC Commissioner, it
was decided to have a 5000-
bedded and well-equipped
hospital, which will cater to a
large number of patients dur-
ing the pandemic.”

However, BJP leaders have
targeted the civic administra-
tion on the proposal. “The civic
body has already set up jumbo
Covid care facilities in NESCO,
Goregaon,NSCIDome and Race
Course. What is the need of the
new 5000-bed hospital, that too
when all other facilities are va-
cant?” asked Pravin Chheda, BJP
leader from Ghatkopar.  ENS

Sun Pharma Science Foundation invites nominations for Sun Pharma
Research Awards and Sun Pharma Science Scholar Awards for the year
2020 from August 01, 2020. The last date of receiving nomination is
September 30, 2020. The nomination procedures of both the awards are
available at www.sunpharmasciencefoundation.net.

The Sun Pharma Research Awards are for excellence in original research
work in Medical and Pharmaceutical Sciences, by Indian scientists
working in India or abroad. There are three awards - one each in Medical
Sciences-Basic Research, Medical Sciences-Clinical Research and
Pharmaceutical Sciences. Each award carries a Trophy, Citation and a
Cash Prize of Rs.250000/- (Rupees two lakh fifty thousand).

To apply for Sun Pharma Research Awards, please visit
http:/www.sunpharmasciencefoundation.net/spsfn/ (open in chrome).

The Sun Pharma Science Scholar Awards are for upcoming brilliant and
young Indian researchers under the age of thirty, for their research
projects. There are four awards; two each in Bio-Medical Sciences and
Pharmaceutical Sciences. Each award carries a Citation and a Cash Prize of
Rs. 50000/- (Rupees fifty thousand) and a lump sum grant of Rs. 50000/ -
to present posters/abstracts in an international conference.

To apply for Sun Pharma Science Scholar Awards, please visit
http:/www.sunpharmasciencefoundation.net/SSAN/ (open in chrome).

Indian Institute of Management Tiruchirappalli

PudukKottai Main Road, Chinna Sooriyur Village,
Tiruchirappalli - 620 024, Tamil Nadu

Recruitment of Non-Teaching Staff On-contract /Regular
Advertisement No.: EST-II/A-02/2020/002

Indian Institute of Management Tiruchirappalli invites applications
for the following Non-Teaching positions On-contract / Regular
basis on or before 21.08.2020:

< Chief Administrative Officer (On-contract)

.

< Financial Adviser and Chief Accounts Officer (Regular)

< Manager (EEC) (On-contract)

For full details regarding qualification, experience, job profile, terms
& conditions and other requirements, please visit our website:

https://www.iimtrichy.ac.in/careers-non-teaching

vV
TATA

TATA MOTORS LIMITED

Registered Office: Bombay House, 24, Homi Mody Street, Mumbai - 400001.
Tel: +91 22 6665 8282 Fax: +91 22 66657799
Email: inv_rel@tatamotors.com Website: www.tatamotors.com
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(% in crores)

EXTRACT OF CONSOLIDATED UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2020

Quarter ended Year ended
Particulars June 30, 2020 March 31, 2020 June 30, 2019 March 31, 2020
Unaudited Audited Unaudited Audited
Revenue from operations 31,983.06 62,492.96 61,466.99 261,067.97
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period (before tax and exceptional items) (6,186.95) (6,512.30) (3,129.36) (7,708.54)
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period before tax (after exceptional items) (6,183.73) (9,312.95) (3,238.18) (10,579.98)
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after exceptional items) (8,384.22) (9,671.25) (3,434.25) (10,975.23)
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax, share of Profit/(Loss) of joint ventures and associates (8,443.98) (9,863.75) (3,679.66) (11,975.23)
Total Comprehensive Income/(Loss) for the period (15,883.58) (3,665.64) (5,077.87) (470.76)
Paid-up equity share capital (face value of 2 each) 719.54 719.54 679.22 719.54
Reserves excluding revaluation reserve (as per balance sheet of previous accounting year) 62,358.99
Earnings/(loss) per share (EPS)
A. Ordinary shares (face value of 32 each)
(a) Basic EPS 3 (23.46) (27.50) (10.89) (34.88)
(b) Diluted EPS 3 (23.46) (27.50) (10.89) (34.88)
B. 'A'Ordinary shares (face value of 32 each)
(a) Basic EPS 3 (23.46) (27.50) (10.89) (34.88)
(b) Diluted EPS z (23.46) (27.50) (10.89) (34.88)
Not annualised
EXTRACT OF STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2020
Quarter ended Year ended

Particulars June 30,2020 | March 31,2020 | June 30,2019 | March 31,2020
Audited

Revenue from operations 2,686.87 9,732.87 13,351.91 43,928.17
Net Loss for the period (before tax and exceptional items) (2,141.38) (2,215.06) (39.74) (4,616.42)
Net Loss for the period before tax (after exceptional items) (2,190.26) (4,785.83) (47.67) (7,127.34)
Net Loss for the period after tax (after exceptional items) (2,190.64) (4,871.05) (97.10) (7,289.63)
Total Comprehensive Loss for the period (2,154.24) (5,183.01) (147.45) (7,668.35)
Paid-up equity share capital (face value of 32 each) 719.54 719.54 679.22 719.54
Reserves excluding revaluation reserve (as per balance sheet of previous accounting year) 17,668.11
Earnings/(loss) per share (EPS)
A. Ordinary shares (face value of 32 each)
(a) Basic EPS 4 (6.09) (13.54) (0.29) (21.06)
(b) Diluted EPS 3 (6.09) (13.54) (0.29) (21.06)
B. 'A'Ordinary shares (face value of 32 each)
(a) Basic EPS 3 (6.09) (13.54) (0.29) (21.06)
(b) Diluted EPS 3 (6.09) (13.54) (0.29) (21.06)

Not annualised

The above Standalone results include the Company’s proportionate share of income and expenditure in its two Joint Operations, namely Tata Cummins Private Limited and Fiat India Automobiles
Private Limited. Below are supplementary details of Tata Motors Limited on standalone basis excluding interest in the aforesaid two Joint Operations:

DETAILS OF STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS EXCLUDING INTEREST IN JOINT OPERATIONS

. Quarter ended Year ended
Particulars
June 30, 2020 March 31, 2020 June 30, 2019 March 31, 2020
Revenue from operations 2,478.29 9,553.49 12,980.18 42,963.03
Loss before tax (2,238.45) (4,798.76) (128.49) (7,313.57)
Loss after tax (2,236.23) (4,905.78) (148.16) (7,453.98)

Note:

Austria, July 31, 2020

1 The above results were reviewed and recommended by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on July 31, 2020. The Statutory
Auditors have carried out an audit of the standalone results and a limited review of the consolidated financial results for the quarter ended June 30, 2020.

2 Theabove is an extract of the detailed format of quarter and year ended Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the quarterly Financial Results are available on the Company’s website at www.tatamotors.com/
investor/results-press-releases/ as well as on the website of the National Stock Exchange of India Ltd at www.nseindia.com and BSE Ltd at www.bseindia.com.

Tata Motors Limited
Guenter Butschek
CEO & Managing Director
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HOTICE OF 36TH AMMUAL GEMERAL MEETING
REMOTE E-VOTING INFORMATION AND 800K GLOSURE
HMatca is haraby ghien thal e ith Arvaal Geraral Maaling |"AGM ) of tha
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MAHARASH

Congress questions
process followed to
appoint state CEO

Baldev Singh says
allegations false
& mischievous

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

THE CONGRESS on Friday ques-
tioned the process followed inthe
appointment of Maharashtra’s
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO),
mounting yetanother offensive in
acontroversy pertaining to thead-
vertising agency hired by the lat-
ter for publicity just before 2019
Assembly polls.

Inaletter to the Chief Election
Commissioner, state Congress
general secretary and party’s
spokesperson, Sachin Sawant,
said: “There are serious questions
with regards to the procedures
followed for the appointment.”

Baldev Singh, a Maharashtra
cadreIAS officer of the 1989 batch,
is currently occupying the post. He
was appointed last July, which
was three months before the
Assembly polls were due in the
state. The appointment came al-
most immediately after his repa-
triation to the state cadre.

Sawant alleged that the
Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC)hasordered aninvestigation
into allegations of misuse of
power and position against Singh
onMay 11,2018, when he was the
development commissioner of
the Union Commerce Ministry’s
Santacruz Electronics Export
Processing Zone in Mumbai.

“There is a pending vigilance
inquiry ordered by the CVCin this
regard,” said Sawant.

He added that the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) had
also passed strictures against sen-
ior officials at SEEPZ in the same
matter, which dealt with the
award of a capital
works contractand additional ex-
penditure sanctioned for the
same, in alleged deviation from
norms.

Singh, when contacted, re-
futed Congress’ allegations as be-
ing “sad, mischievous and mis-
leading”.

Taking to twitter to rubbish
the accusations, he wrote, “These
are absolutely false, untrue and in-

correct allegations. The capital
works being referred were allot-
ted to the contractor before the
present CEO had joined as
Development Commissioner,
SEEPZ. All the payments to the
contractor were also released by
the predecessor. All details in this
regard have been shared with the
competent authorities.”

The CEO’s office pointed toan
official document by Union
Ministry of Commerce dated July
3,2020, which was also released
by the Congress, stating that the
name of the CEO was not men-
tioned in the case.

As per norms, the Election
Commission of India (ECI) ap-
pointsaserving civil servant from
a panel recommended by the
state government.

Last July, when Singh was ap-
pointed, the BJP was still in power
inthe state.

Raising questions over the
process  employed, the
Congress has asked if then state
government was aware of the
pendinginquiry in the matterand
had informed the E.Cl about it. It
has also asked whether the ECI
had consulted the CVCin the mat-
ter. Singh’s office had earlier re-
fused allegations of appointingan
agency allegedly associated with
the BJP for publicity work before
the Assembly polls, even as the
Congress asked the ECI to probe
the charge.

The ECI had sought an expla-
nation in the matter from Singh'’s
office in wake of RTl activist Saket
Gokhale alleging on Twitter that
the Maharashtra CEO had “hired
the BJPIT Cell for handling their
social media” before the election.

Gokhale had said that the gov-
ernment-empanelled agency,
Signpost India, employed by the
CEO, shared itsregistered address
with another agency that was
owned by Dave - the national
convenor of IT and social media of
BJP’s youth wing. Singh had last
week denied any “direct or indi-
rect connection” with Devang
Dave and his agency.

Taking off from Gokhale’s al-
legation, the Congress has alleged
that the “voter databases and de-
mographics were made available
to the BJP through the social me-
dia agency,” a charge that had
been denied by Singh.

Migrant workers wait outside Bandra Terminus in Mumbai
on Friday. Pradip Das

Stuck in Mumbai for
4 months without
work, labourer finally
boards train home

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, JULY 31

ALIHUSSAIN Ansari finally man-
aged to board a Shramik Special
train on Friday evening for his
hometown Hazaribagh in
Jharkhand after over four months
of being stranded without work
in Mumbai.

Thelast Shramik train thathad
left the city was on June 30, to
Manipur. Ansari neither had
money to board the other trains
that had started operations nor
could he manage to find a job de-
spite the gradual opening up of
the city.

Ansariworked asaloaderina
garment factory's godown in
south Mumbai. The godown was
also his home, as was the case for
five others from Hazaribagh, all of
whom had come to Mumbai to-
getherinJanuary.

The job paid him Rs 9,000, but
he had barely worked for two-
and-a-half months when
Mumbai started shutting down
from the second week of March,
followed by the lockdown on
March 22. He counts himself for-
tunate that he could continue

sleeping in the godown. For food,
he had to depend on ration and
food distributed by social groups
inthe area.

During the lockdown, his at-
tempts to return to Jharkhand re-
mained unsuccessful. But this
Thursday, he received the call he
had beenwaiting for all these days
- he had been listed for the
Shramik train that would take 70
other passengers like him from
Bandra Terminus to Giridh in
Jharkhand. The five others in his
group are also returning with him.

Just before the lockdown was
imposed, they had tried to return
home by train. A part of a larger
group of women and senior citi-
zens, they could not board the
crowded train. “Hiring private ve-
hicles were also not an option as
we did not have enough money,”
Ansari said. Even as many migrant
workers have begun returning to
the state for work, staying back is
notanoption for Ansari. “We con-
tinued to stay in the godown
without earning any money, our
savings dwindling. We would
have stayed back if there was any
hope of work resuming soon but
the employer does not have any
clarity on the matter,” he said.

DHARAVI REDEVELOPMENT

To push project, state to ask
Centre forimmediate release
of 46-acre Railways land

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI, JULY 31

THE STATE government on
Friday decided to approach the
Centre for an immediate hand-
ing over of a 46-acre plot at
Matunga in Mumbai, which s to
be used for setting up transit
shelters for the relocation of the
slum dwellers affected by the
Dharavi Redevelopment project.

The decision was taken dur-
ingareview meeting attended by
Chief  Minister  Uddhav
Thackeray, Housing Minister
Jitendra Awhad and senior bu-
reaucrats.

When contacted, Awhad said
that Uddhav will personally
speak to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Railways
Minister Piyush Goyal to expe-
dite the handover.

Spread over 2.4 sq km,
Dharavi is home to some 60,000
families and 8.5 lakh people. It
hasso farreported 2,556 cases of
Covid-19. Once a Covid-19
hotspot, it has succeeded in flat-

EID-AL-ADHA TODAY

CM to personally speak
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Railways Minister
Piyush Goyal to
expedite the handover

tening the curve and reported
only five new cases on Friday.
According to the local ward of-
fice, Dharavi has 77 active cases
as of now.

Awhad said that there cannot
be a more opportune time to
push for the redevelopment of
the slum. “A major factor behind
the spread of the infection in the
area was the high density of pop-
ulation and the lack of quality
healthcare,” he added.

In a letter previously written
to the CM, Awhad had said, “You
won't geta more appropriate op-
portunity to push Dharavi's rede-
velopment, which will lead to its
overall social and economic up-
liftment.”

The state government has al-
ready paid Rs 800 crore to the
Railways for the Matunga land.
Located barely a stone’s throw
away from India’s richest busi-
ness district, the Bandra Kurla
Complex, Dharavi sits ona prime
land. Its revamp has been on
every political party’s agenda
since 2004, but it has failed to
take off so far.

In November 2018, then
Devendra Fadnavis government,
too, had approved a new model
for the slum’s redevelopment.

In the global bidding process
that following, Dubai-based in-
frastructure firm SECLINK
Technologies Corporation (STC)
had emerged as the top bidder,
having committed to an upfront
capital investment of Rs 7,100
crore for the Rs 26,000 crore re-
vamp plan.

On March 8, 2019, the
Dharavi Redevelopment Project
Authority, a state-run SPV, had
evenissued a Letter of Intimation
recognising STC as the topmost
bidder and declared the govern-
ment’s intention of awarding the

contract to the firm.

But there has been little
progress since them, with the
government seeking legal opin-
ion on whether the tendering
process for the revamp itself
had been vitiated due to the
subsequent development
where the Railways land was to
be taken over. The only other
bidder in the tender was the
Adani Group.

Meanwhile, in a meeting of
the executive board of the Slum
Rehabilitation Authority (SRA),
Uddhav gave a go-ahead to the
creation of a stress fund to pro-
vide analternative funding route
for stuck and ongoing slumrede-
velopment projects. This will
now come up for the state
Cabinet’s approval.

Various concessions that
could be extended to developers
to expedite redevelopment of
slums were discussed.

The board also cleared a pro-
posal to replicate Mumbai’s SRA
model to other parts of the
Mumbai Metropolitan Area and
major cities.

4,22 118

TOTALPOSITIVE CASES
INMAHARASHTRA

Active Cases |1,50,662
New Cases 10,320
Total Deaths |14,994
New Deaths |265
Quarantined | 9,39,092

1,14,284

TOTALPOSITIVE
CASES INMUMBAI

New Cases 1,085
Total Deaths |6,353
New Deaths |53

Navi Mumbiai civic staffers
conduct door-to-door
screening on Friday.

Amit Chakravarty

Govt to train Muslims
in only 14 districts for
police entrance exams

Activists say
scheme should
cover entire state

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

THE DECISION by the government
to provide pre-recruitment train-
ing to students of the minority
community to help them clear
police entrance exams in only 14
districts of Maharashtra hasbeen
questioned by activists, who have
demanded that the scheme
should cover the entire state.

“All districts should provide
coaching to minority students.
However, of the 36 districts, train-
ingwill be provided this year only
in 14 districts where the Muslim
population is less,” said former
minority commission chairman
Naseem Siddiqui.

The said scheme has been in
operation in Maharashtra since
2009 and was implemented as
part of the Prime Minister's 15-
point programme for minorities.
The scheme entails providing
training to youth from the minor-
ity community to crack the writ-
ten and physical examinations of
police entrance exams.

These training programmes
are run by NGOs identified by the
government, which spends a cu-

mulativeRs 1.5 crore every year to
run such centres in all the 36 dis-
tricts.

For the year 2020-21, however,
only 14 such training centres will
be set up in Wardha, Gadchiroli,
Amravati, Nanded, Jalna, Pune,
Yuvatmal, Parbhani, Solapur,
Aurangabad, Buldhan, Nashik,
Beed and Akola. For the year 2019-
20, too, 12 districts had beeniden-
tified.

“Most NGOs that have been
tasked with running these pro-
grammesare not run by members
of the minority community. The
state needs to ensure that NGOs
run by minorities are given a
chance to run these programmes
toincrease their efficiency,” social
activist M A Khalid said.

State minority development
department officials said that the
districts were selected based on
theinterest shown by NGOs torun
the programme. “An advertise-
ment was issued and those who
responded and met the requisite
requirements were asked to run
this programme. All norms were
followed while identifying these
NGOs,” a senior official said.

While the government has
stopped providing dataonthere-
ligious composition of the police
force since 2014, the National
Crime Records Bureau records for
2014 shows that Muslims make
up only 3.81 per cent of
Mabharashtra's police force.

No fresh SOPs from state govt leave Muslim leaders
disappointed, urge people to keep celebrations low key

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

MUMBAIIS set for a subdued Eid-
al-Adha on Saturday after Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray re-
fused to provide any relaxation for
the festival in view of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

On Friday, several Muslim
leaders, including elected repre-
sentatives, expressed disappoint-
ment for failing to get a fresh set
of standard operating procedures
(SOPs) from the state government
for ferrying animals for the ritual-
istic sacrifice.

“While the state government

AMID LOCKDOWN

had directed that goats be pur-
chased online, for the sacrifice, an-
imals had to be brought to
Mumbai. However, over the last
few days vehicles carrying ani-
mals were stopped at various
places by the police, who ex-
pressed their helplessness. We
tried toreach out toall leaders, but
without success. I would apolo-
gise to the people for not being
able to make the government see
our point of view,” Congress MLA
from Bandra East, Zeeshan
Siddique, said.

Former MLA Yusuf Abrahani
Friday staged a protest outside
Azad Maidan after the state gov-
ernment refused to grant any re-

laxations for the festival.

In a host of guidelines, issued
for the festival, the state govern-
ment had earlier urged the peo-
ple tooffer symbolic sacrifices this
year in view of the Covid-19 out-
break, but had allowed sale of an-
imals on the Internet or through
calls. It had also cancelled sale of
animals at the prominent Deonar
market. Over the last week, sev-
eral trucks ferrying animals for
sale into the city were stopped by
the police and turned away.
Traders alleged it had led to the
death of several animals.

Wishing people for Eid-al-
Adha, Samajwadi Party leader and
Mankhurd MLA Abu Asim Azmi

said, “The inconvenience caused
to the people for Eid celebration
as the Maharashtra government
backtracked on its promise will
not go waste.”

Meanwhile, Congress MLA
from Mumbadevi, Amin Patel,
said, “We had tried our best but
have been let down by the state
government.” Congressis a part of
the three-party alliance govern-
mentinthestate. Patel said he has
urged the people to celebrate Eid
inalow-key manner with proper
disposal of garbage “for which
dustbins have been provided atall
locations in Mumbadevi con-
stituency”.

On Friday, the city police urged

the Quresh community toensure
that no animal sacrifice took place
inthe open and social-distancing
norms were strictly adhered to. To
avoid mass congregation, the state
government has also urged peo-
ple to offer namaz at their home.

According to Gulrez Qureshi,
city president of All Jamaitul
Quresh, people have been issued
atoken based on which only two
members from a family will come
with their animals for performing
the sacrifice. “We have urged all
people to ensure strict social dis-
tancing and wear their maskeven
while distributing meat among
their friends and family,” said
Gulrez.

The Bombay High Court had
also directed the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) to
issueacircular, by Friday evening,
indicating regulatory steps and
procedures to be followed at
Deonar Abattoir for Eid. The BMC
subsequently allowed the sacri-
fice of 150 water buffaloes at the
abattoir between 6 am and 6 pm
with strict social-distancing and
hygiene standards. Thiswill be al-
lowed between August 1 and 3.

The court, while hearingaplea
filed by Al-Quereshi Human
Welfare Association, had said,
“The celebrations have to be on a
lower scale this time due to the
pandemic situation.”

Osmanbad man’s intrepid journey towards Pakistan for love

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI,JULY 31

THE ONLY thing that 20-year-old
Zeeshan Siddiqui has to show for
his intrepid journey from
Osmanabad to the borders of
Pakistan is a broken tooth and a
bruised ego.

Siddiqui had undertaken a
1,200-km trip during the lock-
down, first on a bicycle and then
on a bike, from Osmanabad in
Mabharashtra to Kutch in Gujarat
in an attempt to cross over to
Pakistan to meet his alleged
Pakistani girlfriend before he
was apprehended by the Border
Security Force (BSF) on July 16.

After a debriefing from both
the Gujarat Police and the

Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS), Siddiqui returned to
Osmanabad earlier this week and
vowed never againtoreach outto
the 20-year-old Pakistani woman,
whom he had allegedly con-
nected with on social media be-
cause of their love foran Indian TV
serial.

“I'was in love with her and
couldn’t think of anything else
apart from seeing her,” Siddiqui
said on why with just Rs 8,000 in
his pocket and a bicycle, he
abruptly decided to leave for
Karachi.

He got in touch with the
woman on Facebook in 2015. “1
had cleared Class X and was new
to Facebook then. While dis-
cussingadaily soapinagroup, we
gotintouch. Afewdays later,Isent

her a friend request and we be-
came friends,” he said.

As the two chatted more of-
ten, they shared contact numbers
and went on to make both audio
and video calls. “After a few
months, we fell in love. This went
ontill2017.She had even told her
parents about our relationship.
She demanded the same from
me, but as we were too young to
discuss such things with parents,
I did not,” said Siddiqui on why
their two-year-old relationship
ended.

However, early this year, when
he was in Hyderabad, the ro-
mance was rekindled. The
woman is said to have told him
about her parents' insistence on
getting her married, following
which he decided toembarkona

“rescue mission”.

Siddiqui had planned to leave
for Pakistan in March, but the na-
tionwide lockdown was an-
nounced and all international
flights were cancelled. “I didn't
even have a passport. Due to the
pandemic, no passports were also
being issued. [ wanted to go to
Karachi legally and thus was wait-
ing for the lockdown to get over,”
he said.

But as the lockdown kept get-
tingextended and there was a fear
that the woman might get mar-
ried, Siddiqui decided to leave for
Karachi. He had initially planned
to work in Karachi for a few
months before asking the
woman's parents for her hand.

He scrolled through Google for
aday and ascertained how to en-

ter Pakistan. On July 9, he bought
a bicycle for Rs 1,500. Two days
later, he left his house.

He reached Ahmednagar the
next day, when he realised that
cycling till the border would be
difficult,and hence bought a sec-
ond-hand bike for Rs 3,000. “The
bike was in a bad shape... on the
first evening, its spark plug got
damaged and it slipped,” said
Siddiqui, who lost his toothin the
accident and sustained bruises on
the face and hands. “Still I did not
stop,” he said. “Mere andar ek
Jjunoon sawaar tha.”

After having his meals in
dhabas and resting overnight on
footpaths and bus stops for four
days, hereached Rann of Kutchon
July 16.“Iwas in touch with the girl
all this while. She knew I was

coming and she always opposed
it,” he said.

Afterwalking for over 10 hours
inthe desert, BSF jawans stopped
him just 1.5 km before the India-
Pakistan border. He was then
handed over to the Kutch police.
Siddiqui was booked for violating
lockdown norms and under
Criminal Amendment Act for ille-
gally entering prohibited areas.

“I spent two-and-a-half days
in jail and five days in police cus-
tody,” he said. He was then
brought to Osmanabad and after
being questioned by the local po-
lice for two days, he was handed
over to his family. His father Salim
said, “I am relieved that by God'’s
grace, my son is back with us... I
will see to it that he doesn’t chat
with her ever again.”
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Best Wishes to all on the occasion of
MAHARASHTRA INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

58t Annual Day
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‘ Under the Magnetic Maharashtra 2.0, we aim to enhance
policy and investment atmosphere in the state to attract
investments and generate employment. The policy initiatives
undertaken by the Government such as Maha Parwana, Maha
Jobs, Plug and Play Infrastructure etc. will add to the ease of

doing business and investors shall have our full support. ’ ’

- Shri Uddhav Thackeray

Hon'ble Chief Minister, Maharashtra

Yol
i J.I- ﬁ'i‘ i :

We understand the difficulties being faced by industry
due to the pandemic and hence we in addition to the
existing infrastructure are also working to provide you
with the right kind of policy ecosystem, land options
with better connectivity, Plug and Play infrastructure,
Rental Spaces, Quick Permission to establish and
operate and so on. With these policy measures, we are
confident that the economy and industries will bounce
back and achieve unprecedented growth.

Shri Subhash Desai

Hon’ble Minister of Industries, Maharashtra

TURBOCHARGING
INVESTMENT

14 Investment Intentions were signed recently by investors from countries such as
USA, Singapore, Japan, South Korea and Indian companies. These Investment
Intentions amount to over Rs. 25,000 Crores across sectors such as Oil & Gas,
Logistics, Food Processing, Automobiles, Chemicals, Data Centres and Engineering.
Also formalised were bilateral investment relationships with global think tanks like
World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) and US India Strategic
Partnership Forum (USISPF).

PLUG AND PLAY N
INFRASTRUCTURE T

Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC) will offer a ready-to-move-in
factory environment complete with advanced utilities and affordable pricing structure to
be made available with sectoral tailoring. It will act as Industrial Cluster in the future,
hosting a diverse base of entrepreneurs, local suppliers and anchor units. MIDC is allocating
over 40,000 acres of land for this and MIDC will also allocate land for housing/hostel for
companies employing more than 1000 persons. Additionally, MIDC will also provide
Industrial Shed Spaces on a rental basis to enable quick setting up of Industries without a
major cashflow impact on the investor. This will help a new investor immediately start
operations from the day one while offsetting the company’s risk appetite and liquidity
crunch especially in a post COVID scenario.

Mumbai-Thane-Palghar-Raigad-Ratnagiri -
Sindhudurg | 22,500 Acres
Engineering | Food Processing | Auto & Components | Chemicals
| Pharmaceutical |

Pune-Chakan-Talegaon-Satara | 6,100 Acres
Data Centre | Gems & Jewelry | Engineering | Food Processing |
Auto & Components | ESDM | Logistics

Nashik Malegaon - Ahmednagar | 3,600 Acres
Food Processing | Medical Equipment | ESDM | Engineering

Aurangabad (AURIC, DMIC) — Jalna | 7,000 Acres
Food Processing | Auto & Components | ESDM | Textile

Nagpur — Amravati | 3,500 Acres
Aerospace & Defence | Engineering | Textiles | Food Processing

MIDC's vast network of 289 Industrial
complexes, a land bank of over 2,25,000
acres and value added features such as
plug and play infrastructure will ensure
investors have ready access to world
u class manufacturing ecosystems.
Dr. P. Anbalagan
CEO MIDC

Govt of Maharashtra has initiated several measures to reduce the economic

impact caused due to pandemic while also balancing healthcare and safety. These

policy measures are the beginning of many more measures to come. This is aimed

to attract more investment and to create maximum employment. Economic

revival after COVID-19 outbreak has been the key focus of the government by

i) Boosting the priority sectors like manufacturing, service sector, real estate,
tourism and others; and,

i) Taking measures - Ease of Doing Business, GST tax reliefs, penalty relief, ease
in filling of returns ¥y

Shri Ajit Pawar
Hon’'ble Deputy Chief Minister, Maharashtra

MAHA PARWANA

The state is all set to roll out the red carpet to attract investment with ‘Maha Parwana’, a
mega single permission system for new industrial units so that they need no other permission
and can start construction and operation on the site immediately.

‘Maha Parwana’ will not only fast track industrial permissions as quickly as 48 hours, but
also facilitate investors to get all the permissions through a single-window clearance system.
AllL FDI and Investment Proposals exceeding INR 50 Crores will receive an assurance letter
from the government to start construction and production without seeking certain permits.

I

MAHA JOBS PORTAL

Designed by the state to act as an Industry employment bureau, the portal will be launched

in the next few days. Maha Jobs will have a dual role. It will help industries meet the talent
shortfall that they have been facing in recent months with ready access to unskilled,
semi-skilled and skilled talent. On the other hand, it will allow youth of the state to list his/her
talent on the portal across 17 sectors and 950+ job roles. This matchmaking of talent will
help the state achieve an optimal mix of utilization and boost manufacturing productivity.

Ms. Aditi Tatkare

Hon'ble Minister of State for Industries, Maharashtra

Under Magnetic Maharashtra 2.0 we aim to establish the state as the
world’'s most attractive investment destination with availability of land,
infrastructure, suitable policy environment and skilled labour.

The government shall strive for industrial growth and support investors
through various schemes.

Shri B. Venugopal Reddy

Principal Secretary Industries, Maharashtra

With policy reforms initiated to support new investments and the existing
packaged scheme of incentives, Maharashtra is the perfect investment destination
for domestic as well as FDI. The Industries department will pro-actively engage
with stakeholders to appraise them of the reforms and ensure smooth execution.
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IMD predicts heavy rain in Mumbai
tomorrow; orange alert for August 5

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI, JULY 31

RAINFALL ACTIVITY in Mumbai
and its adjoining areas is likely to
increase from Sunday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has said.

Adistrict forecastissued by the
IMD said heavy rain at isolated
places was very likely in Mumbai
on Sunday, while an orange alert
with a forecast of heavy to very
heavy rain at few places has also
beenissued for the city, Thane and
Palghar from August 3. Konkan re-
gion is also set to receive heavy
rain from Saturday.

“There could be an enhance-
ment of rain over the west coast
from today (Friday) onwards for
south Konkan. North Konkan, in-
cluding Mumbai, Thane and Navi
Mumbai, is likely to get heavy rain
from Sunday. The trend is likely to
continue with further increase in
rainfall activity,” KS Hosalikar,
Deputy Director General (western
region), IMD, said.

A bulletin issued by IMD
stated: “Due to convergence of
strong lower-level winds over the
west coast, widespread rainfall
withisolated heavy to very heavy
falls are most likely along the west

Apart from July 22, the city has received rainfall every day of
the month. Pradip Das

coast during the next five days.
Extremely heavy rainfall is also
likely over Konkan and Goa on
August4.”
In24hours,endingat8.30am
onFriday, IMD’s Santacruz obser-
vatory hasrecorded “light” rainat
8.5 mm, while Colaba station
recorded “moderate” rain at 45
mm. While rainfall in June was
deficient, Mumbairecorded 78.73
per cent above average rainfall in
July. The average rainfall for July is
840.7 mm. With a total 1,502.6
mm rainfall, July was the wettest
inthelast 76 years.In2014, 1,468.5
mm rain was recorded for July.
From June 1, the city has
recorded 1897.6 mm rain, which

is 565.1 mm excess rainfall, a de-
parture of 42 per cent from the
normal. IMD classifies 15.6-64.4
mm as moderate rain, 64.5-115.5
mm rain as heavy, 115.6-204.4
mmas very heavy,and over 204.5
mm as extremely heavy rain fora
period of 24-hours. The city wit-
nessed five ‘very heavy’ rain days
through the month so far with
maximum rainrecorded between
July4and 5 at200.8 mm followed
by 191.2 mm on July 15-16.

Apart from July 22, the city has
received rainfall every day of the
month. The rain deficient districts
in the state include Nandurbar (-
33 percent),Satara(-28 per cent),
Palghar (-29 per cent).

HC orders BMC to provide
video conference facilities
for RTT appeal hearings

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Friday directed the BMC to pro-
vide facilities at its ward offices
for hearing appeals filed under
the Right to Information (RTI)
Act through virtual platform to
appellants, who wish to argue
their appeals through video con-
ference.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice Sarang V Kotwal was
hearing a PIL filed by advocate
Mayur Faria, who had sought di-
rections to BMC for online hear-
ing of RTI appeals while con-
tending that the civic body was
asking appellants to physically
appear and argue before the
competent authority. The bench
had asked the BMC to reply to
the plea on Tuesday.

After perusing the reply, the
court on Friday observed,
“Although the respondent is
willing to hear the petitioner
through video conferencing,
there is no statement as to how
the BMC proposes to extend op-
portunity of hearing to other

persons, who have carried ap-
peals under section 19(1) of the
Right to Information Act, 2005
against the orders of rejection of
their requests for information
passed by the relevant State
Public Information Officers.”

The court added that the PIL
has been instituted not only to
safeguard the interest of the pe-
titioner, but also to ensure that
facilities are made available to
other information-seekers like
him, who could not appear in-
person to prosecute their ap-
peals before the first appellate
authority.

Advocate Yamuna Parekh for
BMC sought two weeks to take
instructions and respond to the
query.

The bench, while granting
the same, observed: “We make
it clear that within this period,
the competent authority of the
BMC shall take appropriate de-
cision for extending facilities of
hearing through the virtual plat-
form so that maximum number
of appellants, who wish to argue
their appeals through video-
conferencing, may be covered.”

The court posted the matter
for further hearing on August 14.

ELGAAR PARISHAD CASE

HC directs state government
to inform Teltumbde’s family
about his Covid test results

Vernon Gonsalves back in Taloja jail after testing negative

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Friday directed the Maharashtra
government to inform the family
of professor and activist Anand
Teltumbde, an accused in the
Elgaar Parishad case, about the
results of the Covid-19 test per-
formed on him on Thursday.

A division bench of Justice R
D Dhanuka and Justice V G Bisht
was hearing a plea by activist
Vernon Gonsalves (61) and
Teltumbde (68) — activist
Varavara Rao’s (80) co-inmates
at Taloja Central Jail in Navi
Mumbai — seeking that they
also be tested for Covid-19, as
they had been in close contact
with Rao, who had tested posi-
tive onJuly 16. All are accused in
the Elgaar Parishad case.

Rao had been undergoing
treatment at the state-run St
George Hospital since July 16. He

Gonsalves has spoken
to his family and was
back in Taloja jail after
completing quarantine
period, said senior
advocate Mihir Desai

was shifted to Nanavati hospital
on July 19 for neurological and
urological treatment.

On]July 28, responding to the
plea, public prosecutor Thakare
had said that Gonsalves had un-
dergone a Covid-19 examination
and had tested negative. The jail
authorities had also said that he
would be allowed to speak to his
wife through video conference.

The state, meanwhile, had
said it will respond on
Teltumbde’s plea to undergo
Covid-19 test by Friday.

Senior advocate Mihir Desai,
appearing for Gonsalves and

WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tender No. & Quantity Total Tender Earnest Date of Closing Date of Opening
Descriptions of in Nos Value inX Money in X | of e-Tender Box at| of e-Tender Box at
Stores tender 11:00 Hrs. 11:15 Hrs.
1) W628031909A 234 823095 NIL 25.08.2020 25.08.2020

Box type Guage cum level (BG & MG) along with Spirit level as per RDSO specification no.
TM-58 dt.11.06.2001 (for BG) TM-59 dt.29.06.2001 (for MG) TM-52 dt.24.05.2000 (for spirit level)

2) W628031931 | 21 |

4531672.32 | 90640 | 25082020 |  25.08.2020

Procurement of Weld trimmer power pack Version for AT welding as per RDSO specification no.
TM/SM/9 dt.16.08.1991 with 4 years AMC

3) W628031932A [ 20 |

1755840 | NIL [ 25.08.2020 |  25.08.2020

Electronic Toe Load Measuring Device as per specification No.TM/SM/ELTMD/218 second reprint
incorporated revision upto 13.09.2012

4)W628021939 | 56 |

5668147.52 | 113370 | 25.08.2020 |  25.08.2020

4 Years AMC

Procurement of Rail profile weld grinder as per RDSO specification no. TM/SM/10 dt 16.08.1991 with

Note: (1) The complete information along with tender document of above e-Procurement Tender is available in
website on http://www.ireps.gov.in upto the due date of tender opening. (2) Bids other than in the form
of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above Tenders. For this purpose, vendors are required to get
themselves registered with IREPS website along with class Ill Digital signature certificates issued by CCAunder
IT Act-2000 (3) Rate entered into Financial Rate page and duly signed digitally shall only be considered. Rate
and any other financial entity in any other form/letter head if attached by vendor shall be straight way ignored
and shall not be considered (4) Documents being attached should be signed by the tenderer on its body.
(5) Earnest Money Deposit/ Security Deposit to be paid under allocation No. 00844519(x) (6) In case of
any difficulty helpdesk available on the website of IREPS may be approached.

Like us on: I3 facebook.com/WesternRly « Follow us on:

MUMBAI BUILDING REPAIRS &
RECONSTRUCTION BOARD

A Regional Unit of
(MAHARASHTRA HOUSING AND AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY)

Tel.:No.: 22054235, E-mail: rreec3mhada@gmail.com

Main Portal :

https://mahatenders.gov.in ¢ Mhada Portal :

TENDER NOTICE

For Labour Co-op Society Registered under DDR Mumbai City District

https://mhada.maharashtra.etenders.in

Mumbai City District.

Digitally Signed & Unconditional Online Tender in Form "B-1" (Percentage Rate) are invited by the
Executive Engineer, C-3 Div. M.B.R. & R. Board, 10-12 Ropa Lane, Chandanwadi, Mumbai - 400 002 from
the Labour Co-operative Society registered with MHADA under appropriate class with DDR class in

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

COL VASANTH V, ASHOK CHAKRA
(POSTHUMOUS)
25 Mar 1967 - 31 Jul 2007
In fond memory of our gallant Commanding
Officer who supreme sacrifice in the service of
the nation at Uri (J&K) on this day. You will
forever remain in our hearts.

Col Prashant Kumar Singh, SM, CO and All Ranks of 9
MARATHA LI (NASHAK NAUVVI), ASHOK CHAKRA BATTALION

LNK SHASHIKANT BACHHAYV, SHAURYA
CHAKRA (POSTHUMOUS)
01 Jun 1979 - 31 Jul 2007
In fond remembrance of our valiant soldier
who made the most noble service to the
nation at Uri (J&K) on this day. We salute
you and pledge never to let your sacrifice go
in vain.
Col Prashant Kumar Singh, SM, CO and All Ranks of 9
MARATHA LI (NASHAK NAUVVI), ASHOK CHAKRA BATTALION

CENTRAL RAILWAY

MUMBAI DIVISION
INTERVIEW FOR PARA-MEDICAL CATEGORIES

Recorded Whatsapp Conference Call interview for filing up the
vacancies in Para-Medical categories on contract basis in Medical

Department on Mumbai Division.
Applications are invited for Filling up the vacancies in Para-Medical

categories on contract basis in Medical Department on Mumbai Division

(Total 16 vacancies) on or before 02.08.2020.
1. Name of Post: Laboratory Technician / Laboratory Assistant

Vacancies: 08 2. Name of Post: X-Ray Technician / Radiographer
Vacancies: 08 Note : - Recorded WhatsApp conference call Interview will

be conducted on next days, if not completed on the assigned date.
For more details & to download application visit our website : -
1) www.cr.indianrailways.gov.in > about us > Division > Mumbai >

Personnel > Filling up the vacancies in Para-Medical categories on

contract basis in Medical Department on Mumbai Division (Total 16 Posts)
2) www.cr.indianrailways.gov.in > News & Recruitment > Recruitment >

Notification.

Railway Helpline 139

STEM WATER DISTRI. & INFRA

CO. PVT. LTD.

E-EOI Notice No. 01 for 2020-21.
E-EOI for the appointment of Statutory Auditor as per Section 139

of the Companies Act, 2013.

EXPRESSION of Interests are invited from CAG empaneled
Chartered Accountants or appointment of Statutory Auditor under
Section 139 of the Companies Act, 2013. The firm must have its
office in Mumbai/Thane/Kalyan/Dombivali.

Interested Firms can send their applications online as per the
process given on www.stemabcprocure.com. The E-EOI will be
available on the mentioned website from 03.08.2020 1200 hours to
17.08.2020 till 1200 hours. This E-EOI will be opened on 20.08.2020
in front of applicants or representatives of such applicants.

Undersigned reserves the rights to reject one or all the
applications without stating any reason.

Sd/-
Managing Director

(A State Govt. Undertaking) CORRIGENDUM -3

(e-tendering Mode only)
Tel/FAX :- 01907-262596 | Email — sedphel@gmail.com
The date of Sale and opening of tender for Design, Manufacture, Supply,
Transportation, Insurance, Erection, Testing and Commissioning of 3 nos.
500 kVA, 11/0.440kv Dry type station indoor type transformer alongwith
power cables and accessories for Bassi Power House (4x16.5MW),
HPSEBL, Jogindernagar, District Mandi(H.P.) is hereby extended as per
the following schedule:

@ HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED i

Request/Issue for online
tender documents

Last date of submission
of online Tender

Date of opening of
Techno-commercial bid (Part-1)

The detailed tender notification can be viewed/downloaded free of cost
from website http://www.tenderwizard.com/hpsebl and tender document
can be had after making prescribed payment. Any clarification/amendment
shall be uploaded on the above website.

All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged

Sd/-

(Pratap Thakur)

Superintending Engineer (Designs)
Power House Electrical,

HPSEB Ltd, Sundernagar,

Distt. Mandi (HP)-175019

From 16.06.2020 (10.00Hrs.)
to 14.08.2020 (12.30Hrs)

Up to 17.08.2020(11.00Hrs)

17.08.2020(15.00Hrs)

Save Energy for the
Benefit of Self and Nation

1. The Complete bidding process will be online (e-Tendering) in two bid system. All the notifications and
detailed terms and conditions regarding this tender notice hereafter will be published online on website
https://mahatenders.gov.in, MHADA Website - https://mhada.maharashtra.gov.in

2. Bidding documents can be loaded on the website https://mahatenders.gov.in from Date 06/08/2020 at
10.05 hrs. to Date 21/08/2020 upto 17.30 hrs.

3. The paymentfor Tender Form Fee and Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) must be made online.

4. Technical Bids will be Opened on 24/08/2020 at 11.00 AM & Price bid will be opened on 24/08/2020 at

E- Name of Estimated Security |Registration| Tender Time il
Tender Work Cost Deposit (Class) of Price Limit for \\ The Indian EXPRESS EDUCATION PERSONAL
No. (50% initially Labour Including | Completion
& 50% Co.op. Soc.| GSTin% | of Work }
through Bill) EDUCATIOI CHANGE OF NAME
01 |[S.R.to R/C Building 7,07,882/-| 8,000/ Class - B 560/- | 12 Months R T R
known as Pushpa Sadan & Above (including 100% Passing guarantee. | Shubhangi Ladu
in C-3, Repairs to UG Tank Monsoon) . . Khardikar Classes. VII Sawai-Desai declared
& Plinth Protection. m S. K Patel Small: 105/-, FR_ESH!_ Chicken Trading fail...? Direct X, XI fail..?  that,after my marriage
02 |S.R. toR/C Building 543272/-| 6,000~ | Class-B 560/~ | 12 Months Big: 99/-. 8082040343/ Big birds 87/-kg., Small  Direct XII. Dombivli, (marriage date-
known as Samarth Niwas & Above (including 24460095/ 24459098.To  birds 97/-kg., Turbhe  Thane, Badlapur, Diva,  13.08-2017) my new
in C-3, Repairs to UG Tank Monsoon) POU LTRY Subscribe To Paper Naka, Navi Mumbai. Titwala- 9820627580, name Mrs.Shubhangi
& Plinth Protection. Rate & Purchase Rate. Mobile: 9769468897. 9820904646. Madan Desai. | say that
03 |S.R. toR/C Building 7,30,789/-| 8,000/ Class - B 560/~ | 12 Months VENCOBB Ex-Farm 9320460095/ 9930193010. 0070708740-1 0070703017-3 4 above names are of
known as Ashish in & Above (including Yesterday's price in 0070703558-2 one and the same per-
C-S,'Repairs to _UG Tank Monsoon) Pune Rs. 77/-. To place your ad TU|T|0N/ TUTORS son and she is me.
& Plinth Protection. Suggested Retail Price  ZORABIAN Today’s Ex- in Classifieds call: (Mrs. Shubhangi Madan
04 |S.R.to R/C Building known 7,78,502/- 8,000/- Class - B 560/- | 12 Months is Rs. 95/-. Farm Live Broiler Rate Sanjeev : W Desai) new name.
as 168-176, Ram Sadan, & Above (including 0070701559-3  ps. 78/- Retail Market : Home Tuition VIII, IX, X, 0070710111-1
at Saint Sena M.Marg, Monsoon) - - : ; K 9967552226 State Board, ICSE, CBSE,
Mumbai in C-3, Providing AMIR B‘yr0|.ler at Mumbal : Rate Rs. 109/-. Mobile: Jitendra : XI, XIl, Commerce,
Water Proofing Treatment to Today’s live broiler rate 8879050887/ 9372663242. 9930966193 Science FY. SY. PROPER I '
Terrace & OHT. gﬁ- 107/ p ggggasfg% 5 - Office: 022-26604937/ Vi Vo TY.B.Com. Sawant Sir-
S one: - inay Yadav : 9820649468/ 9324617991.
05 |S.R.toR/C Buiding known | 22,35,388/-| 23,000/~ | Class-A 560/- | 18 Months 022-25251901/ 022- 38/ 39.
as 39-41, Parnakuti, Mumbai (including 25664073. 0(470706425-2 0070699423-1 8451957053 0070660167-6 PROPERTY FOR SALE
in C-3, Structural Repairs to Monsoon)
External & Internal Plaster DADAR Circle Prime
Painting Work. FURNITURE & FIXTURES Mumbai registered 40
years PAGDI redevelop-
Sr. No. Stage Description Date & Time ment Maternity Nursing
1 Publishing Date 06/08/2020 at 10.00 hrs. Home Full OT Doctors
2 Document Sale Start 06/08/2020 at 10.05 hrs. Only WhatsApp
3 Document Sale End 21/08/2020 at 17.30 hrs. — 98200254606050166545 1
4 Bid Submission Start 06/08/2020 at 10.05 hrs. - fEﬂthEl"[t'ZE®
5 Bid Submission End 21/08/2020 at 17.35 hrs.
6 Technical Bid Opening 24/08/2020 at 11.00 a.m. onwards m
7 Price Bid Opening 24/08/2020 at 11.00 a.m. onwards

ADVERTISEMENTS

KEYON Publicity- Official
advertising agency all
newspapers, Loksatta
accepts all kinds of

Gift the joy of
comfort on

11.00 a.m. onwards at office of Executive Engineer C-3 Div., M. B. R. & R. Board, 10-12 Ropa Lane,
Chandanwadi, Mumbai - 400 002, on website https://mahatenders.gov.in

5. e-Tenderer should submit original documents (those were uploaded during bid preparation) for verification

at the time of Technical Bid opening.

6. Tenderer should submit information and scanned copies in PDF format in Technical Envelope as

mentioned in Technical Offer.

7. Tenderer should have valid class Il/Ill Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) obtained from any certifying

authority.

8. The Executive Engineer C-3 Div., M. B. R. & R. Board, 10-12 Ropa Lane, Chandanwadi, Mumbai -

400002, reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason.
9. Intending Bidders shall have to comply with the contents of Government Resolution No. ¥figet-
0%/30%4/H.%.30/31-3, f&. R¥ /0¥ /3084

10. Registration Certificate under GST is compulsory.

11. In case of the rates quoted by lowest bidder less than estimated cost & L1 bidder failed to submit Additional
Performance Security Deposit within 8 days, then if L2 is agree to L1 below percentage amount, then offer
will be accept 2nd lowest Bidder. For more information please refer Detailed Tender notice.

. Guidelines to download the tender documents and online submission of bids can be downloaded
from website https://mahatenders.gov.in, Help Support 1800-233-7315 E-Mail -
eproc.support@mahatenders.gov.in Sdl-

Executive Engineer, C-3 Divn.,
M. B. R. & R. Board, Mumbai

1

N

CPRO/A/125

Raksha
Bandhan

SHOP ONLINE

www.featherlitestore.com

Discount code: RAKHI75

Valid till 15/8/2020

Prathmesh Towers, Raghuvanshi Mills, Lower Parel

99205 49882 | 90229 84424

advertising. Reasonable
rates. WhatsApp/
Email- 9653683498/
9920992393/ 0222825307.
0070703019-3

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, itis not possible to verify its
contents. The Indian Express (P) Limited
cannot be held responsible for such contents,
nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies,
associations or individuals advertising in its
newspapers or Publications, We- therefore
recommend that readers make necessary
inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements  with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

Teltumbde, informed the court
on Friday that Gonsalves had
tested negative for Covid-19 and
spoken to his family about his
well-being. He added that
Gonsalves was backin Taloja jail
after completing the quarantine
period.

However, Teltumbde's fam-
ilywas anxious, as they were un-
aware of his Covid-19 status and
also had not spoken to him,
Desai said. He sought the state
be directed to inform whether
Teltumbde had been tested for
Covid-19 and provide the result
for the same. Thakare informed
the HC that Teltumbde had been
tested on July 30 and a report
would be available on Saturday,
which would be submitted to
the court on Tuesday.

The bench directed the state
to inform Teltumbde’s family
about the test result and also let
them speak to him and posted
the matter for further hearing on
Tuesday.

Over 1.6 crore
sanitary napkins
sold at subsidised
rates through
SHGs under
Asmita Yojana:
State to HC

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBALI, JULY 31

THE STATE government in-
formed Friday the Bombay High
Court it had started the ‘Asmita
Yojana’ in March 2018 to provide
affordable and subsidised sani-
tary napkins to schoolgirls and
women through nearly 30, 000
self-help groups (SHGs) and has
since sold nearly 1. 6 crore sani-
tary pads.

Under the scheme, the state
government submitted, girl stu-
dents from Zilla Parishad schools
agedbetween 11 and 19 years can
purchase a pack of eight sanitary
napkins for Rs 5, while women
from rural areas could purchase
the same Rs 24.

The state government was re-
sponding to a public interest liti-
gation (PIL), filed by law students
Nikita Gore and Vaishnavi
Gholave, through advocate Vinod
Sangvikar, seeking direction to
the government to recognise san-
itary napkin as an essential com-
modity by making changes tothe
Essential Commodity Act, 1955
and supplying the same through
the public distribution system
(PDS) during the lockdown.

The High Court had earlier di-
rected the central and state gov-
ernments to respond to the plea
thatalso soughtadirection tothe
authorities for effective imple-
mentation of the ‘Menstrual
Hygiene Management National
Guidelines, 2015

On Friday, the Maharashtra
government informed a division
bench of Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and Justice Sarang V
Kotwal that the Asmita Yojana
was implemented from 2018
with the objective of “ensuring
accessibility and availability of
affordable sanitary pads across
rural areas through women self-
help groups (SHGs)".

The state government said
thatissue was truly important for
the social welfare of women and
requires more attention and sys-
tematic efforts to address men-
strual hygiene issues for women
and adolescent girls across rural
and urban areas.

The state government,
through Maharashtra State Rural
Livelihoods Mission, Rural
Development department CEO, I
R Vimala, submitted an affidavit
stating, “Total 29,875 women
SHGs areregistered under Asmita
Scheme across 34 districts who
have sold 19,78,140 packets of
sanitary napkins (total 1.6 crore
pads) to women and adolescent
girls and the efforts are still ongo-
ing.” The affidavit stated that it
was an additional livelihood op-
portunity for SHGs by engaging
themselves in the sale of Asmita
sanitary napkins.

Seeking that the plea is dis-
posed of, the state added that it
had supplied over one lakh pack-
ets of sanitary napkins during
Covid-19 lockdown. “Prime ob-
jective was to meet the demand
for essential goods, sanitary nap-
kins and also ensure a livelihood
forwomen SHGs during the lock-
down. The state has effectively
followed the Asmita Yojana dur-
ing the lockdown period as well.”
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TRANSFER POLICY
Haryana: New
transfer category
for unmarried,
widowed,
divorced women
employees

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JULY 31

UNMARRIED, WIDOWED or di-
vorced women employees in
Haryana will no longer be re-
quired to participate in “general
transfer drive” while opting for
the station of their choice un-
der the Online Transfer policy
of the state.

“On the auspicious occasion
of Raksha Bhandan, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal has
given a bonanza to women em-
ployees...the women employ-
ees after their marriage will be
asked to choose an option and
in case of a newly married or an
employee from above men-
tioned categories will be given
the first station of their choice
for a period of three years,” a
government spokesperson said
on Friday.

The Chief Minister made
this announcement while pre-
siding over the meeting held
here Friday to review the
Online Transfer Policy being
prepared by various depart-
ments.

“As per the decision taken
by the Chief Minister, in case of
a newly married or divorced
women employee, she will be
given the station of her first
choice for a period of
three years.

After that if the employee
participates in the ‘Transfer
Drive', then she will be allotted
first, second or third station as
per her choice.

Similarly, in case of 100 per
cent disabled or any employee
above 80 per cent locomotor
disability, she will be given the
first station of her choice as per
the transfer policy”, the
spokesperson added.

UNLOCKING
IN STATES

PunjAB
WHAT'S OPEN
H Gymnasiums
W Yoga institutes

M Varsity entrance exams
(Distancing norms must)

M Places of worship
(5am-8 pm)

EMalls (7 am- 8 pm)

M Restaurants (till 10 pm)
HELiquor vends

(upto10 pm)

WHAT'S SHUT

M Educational
institutions

H Cinema halls

M Bars

H Swimming pools
HNight curfew

(11 pm-5 am)

M Non-essential shops
closed on Sundays

RAJASTHAN
WHAT'S OPEN
B Gymnasiums
W Yoga institutes

M Small places of
worship

W Marriage functions can
be held (up to 50 guests,
social distancing must)
WHAT’S SHUT

M Educational
institutions

M Cinema halls

B Swimming pools
HBars

ODISHA
WHAT'S OPEN
B Gymnasiums
H Yoga centres

M Govt & pvt offices
(with reduced staff)

M Salons & spas (with
safety precautions)

WHAT'S SHUT
M Places of worship

M Educational
institutions

M Cinema halls

MW Night curfew
(9pm-5pm)

Australia envoy targets Chin

over LAC, South China Sea

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THE BRUISING diplomatic war
between Canberra and Beijing
reached New Delhi Friday with
the envoys of the two countries
sparring over the situation in the
South China Sea.

Australian High
Commissioner to India Barry
O’Farrell, who met External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
Thursday, targeted China over
the situation along the Line of
Actual  Control, saying
“Australia opposes any at-
tempts to unilaterally alter the
status quo, which only serve to
increase tension and the risk of
instability.”

On Friday, O’Farrell said
Canberra remains “deeply con-

Barry O’Farrell; Sun Weidong

cerned” by “actions” in the South
China Sea that are “destabilising”
and could “provoke escalation”.
While he did not name
China, it was clear he was refer-
ring to Beijing’s aggressive be-
haviour in the South China Sea.
What followed was a public
spat between the Chinese and
Australian envoys on Twitter.
Sun Weidong, Chinese am-
bassador to India, tweeted,
“Noted remarks by Australian

HC to India on South China Sea
disregarding facts. China's terri-
torial sovereignty and maritime
rights and interests are in con-
formity with international law
including UNCLOS. It's clear who
safeguard peace and stability
and who destabilize and pro-
voke escalation in the region.”
Replying to Sun, O’Farrell
tweeted, “Thank you
@China_Amb_India. I would
hope then you follow the 2016
South China Sea Arbitral Award
which s final and binding under
international law, and also gen-
erally refrain from actions that
unilaterally alter the status quo.”
OnJuly 23, Australialodged a
note with the UN Secretary
General refuting China’s unlaw-
ful maritime claims in the South
China Sea: “It rejects China’s
claim to historic rights and inter-

nal waters, its assertion of cer-
tain maritime zones, and its con-
tention there is wide interna-
tional recognition of its South
China Sea sovereignty claims.”

On Thursday, after meeting
Jaishankar, O’Farrell said:
“Australia urges restraint along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC),
and supports continued moves
towards de-escalation. As I told
the External Affairs Minister of
India today, Australia opposes
any attempts to unilaterally al-
ter the status quo, which only
serve toincrease tension and the
risk of instability.”

“Itisimportant that the bilat-
erally-agreed principles and
norms that have helped prevent
escalation or miscalculation in
the border areas over many
decades continue to be ob-
served,” he said.

On Delhi riot probe note, HC tells Spl
CP: Why the need, show 5 such letters

PRITAM PAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THE DELHI High Court on Friday
asked Special Commissioner of
Police Praveer Ranjan what was
the “necessity” for him to issue
aletter to chiefs of teams prob-
ing the Northeast Delhi riots,
which stated that arrests of
“some Hindu youth” from riot-
hit areas has led to a “degree of
resentment among the Hindu
community”.

Justice Suresh Kumar Kait
also asked him to place before
the High Court “five such letters”
issued by him or his predecessor.

“... Such types of letters are
not known under CrPC to in-
struct the officers. However, it is
notin dispute that senior officers
are duty-bound to guide the of-

ficer time and again as per the
current situation going on at the
particular time,” Justice Kait said.

“Accordingly, I hereby direct
Respondent No. 4 (Ranjan) to
send five such letters which he
or his predecessor issued on re-
ceipt of complaint/input/repre-
sentation in a sealed cover
within two days,” he said.

As reported by The Indian
Express, Ranjan’s July 8 order had
also stated that “due care and
precaution” must be taken while
making arrests. The order, ad-
dressed to senior officers head-
ing probe teams, asked them to
“suitably” guide the investigat-
ing officers.

The order was challenged in
court by families of two per-
sons killed in the February vio-
lence -- Sahil Parvez, whose fa-
ther was shot dead near his

home, and Mohd Saeed
Salmani, whose mother was
lynched inside her house. The
petitioners had cited The Indian
Express report, ‘Resentment in
Hindus on arrests, take care:
Special CP to probe teams’,
published on July 15.

The High Court said a deci-
sionon whether notice has to be
issued on their petition will be
taken after perusing the docu-
ments to be filed by Ranjan. It
listed the matter for further
hearing on August 7.

In pursuance to the High
Court’s July 27 direction, the
Delhi Police had placed before
it the July 8 order signed by
Ranjan. The two petitioners,
through  their  counsel
Mehmood Pracha, have sought
quashing of the order.

Making his submission dur-

Panel recommends nod to Serum
for late-stage Oxford vaccine trials

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

AN EXPERT committee on Friday
recommended that Serum
Institute of India be allowed to
conduct late-stage human trials
for the Oxford Covid-19 vaccine
candidate in India after the Pune-
headquartered firm revised its
proposal, The Indian Express has
learnt.

Ifthe chief of India’s apex drug
regulatory body signs off on this,
Serum will be able to kick off the
trials here, putting it ahead in
India’s own race for a Covid-19
vaccine.

The development comes three
days after the Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) for Covid-re-
lated therapies on Tuesday rec-
ommended amendments to
Serum’s earlier protocol to con-
duct the trials here. Serum has a
tie-up with Swedish-British firm
AstraZeneca, which developed
the vaccine along with the
University of Oxford, to manufac-
ture this vaccine for low-and mid-
dle-income countries. Following
these recommendations, the firm
had speedily amended its pro-
posal and resubmitted it, The
Indian Express has learnt.

SEC, which had reconvened on
Friday evening to evaluate the re-

Samples from the Oxford
vaccine trial. AP/File

vised proposal, recommended
that the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation grant per-
mission for Serum to conduct
phase II/Ill trials here, said two
sources close to the development.
The next step will be for the Drug
Controllerer General of India to
study the recommendations and
take a call on the proposal.

The panel also suggested that
the authorisation to market the
vaccine, which Serum is calling
‘Covishield’, be granted after con-
sidering data generated both from
the India and international trials,
said one of the sources.

The firm plans to conduct its
phase II/IIl trials on around 1,600
participants, a government offi-
cial earlier told The Indian Express.

Serum declined to comment
on the development.

Among the amendments that
Serum has made to its protocol is
toexpand the number of trial sites
itis looking at to around 20 facili-
ties across India, said a senior gov-
ernment official.

Thisis because,amongits ear-
lier observations, the SEC had felt
that Serum needed to takea “pan
India” approach to the trial sites it
was considering. While it is un-
clear how many trial sites were
proposed by Serum in its earlier
protocol, the firm’s CEO Adar
Poonawalla had earlier told The
Indian Express thatitintended to
conduct the trials in two cities—
Pune and Mumbai.

The committee on Tuesday
recommended a total of eight
amendments to Serum'’s late
stage trial protocol. These in-
cluded recommendations related
tohow the trials would test for the
ability of the vaccine to invoke an
immune response -- the commit-
tee felt the trials needed tolook at
the ability of the vaccine toinduce
acellularimmune response.

Cellular immunity includes
the ability development of specific
white blood T-cells that canattack
and kill the virus, as T-cells usually
remain in the body longer than
antibodies do and act as a mem-
oryresponse, said two personsin-
volved in vaccine development
and testing, seeking anonymity.

RAHUL SPEAKS WITH WITH NOBEL LAUREATE MUHAMMAD YUNUS

‘Covid has given chance to create order
with no global warming, un

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

POINTING OUT that the present
financial system is designed in a
“verywrong way” and the coron-
avirus outbreak has revealed the
weaknesses of the society in an
ugly way, Nobel laureate and
founder of Grameen Bank
Muhammad Yunus on Friday said
the pandemic has given the world
a chance to create a new order
where there is no global warming,
no wealth concentration and no
unemployment.

In a conversation with

During the web discussion

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
Yunus referred to the exodus of
migrantworkers and said itis time
“we recognise these people”. He
said the western economic sys-
tem sees the rural economy or the
informal sector as an appendix to
the urban economy. He said it is

employment’

time for a change and to create a
system that will create space for
the informal and rural economy
and all sections of society.
Referring to the stress on re-
turning to the pre-Covid world, he
said, “What is the hurry to go
back? Because that world was a
very horrible world. It was creat-
ingaworld with global warming”
Yunus said coronavirus has
“given us a chance to think new”,
an “opportunity to make a break”
and take “bold” and “outrageous”
decisions. “We can... build a new
world where they will be no
global warming, no wealth con-
centration, no unemployment.”

ing the hearing via video confer-
ence, Pracha said the order
amounts to unlawful and illegal
interference in the performance
of investigative functions by po-
lice officers.

Ranjan, who too was present
for the hearing via video confer-
ence, said: “I will come with all
the orders. I will show the direc-
tion issued in this particular
matter Mr Pracha is raising.”

“Ihave very specifically men-
tioned in the beginning that this
is an intelligence input, which
we received through some
agency. These advisories have
beenissued to all concerned. Not
only by me, by the Special CP
Intelligence also... The newspa-
per title that it was issued in the
interest of a particular commu-
nity. That was not the purpose,”
he said.

a Tewari takes on UPA

critics: Those who
can’t see big changes

need re-education

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

IN ITS 10 years at the helm, the
Congress-led UPA had ushered
in “transformative changes”,
and those who cannot see the
good work it had done between
2004 and 2014 should “re-edu-
cate themselves,” Congress
leader and former I&B minister
Manish Tewari said on Friday.

Tewari's remarks come a
day after Rajeev Satav, a young
Rajya Sabha MP considered
close to Rahul Gandhi, triggered
arow by suggesting that intro-
spectionin the party, if need be,
should begin from the UPA-2
period.

Talking to The Indian Express,
Tewari claimed that the UPA
was a victim of “internal sabo-
tage” and “vicious campaign of
calumny and innuendo” from
outside.

A meeting of party Rajya
Sabha MPs, convened on
Thursday by Congress president
Sonia Gandhi and attended by
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, has once
again revealed the growing
strain within the party between
veterans and young leaders,
many of the latter group close
to Rahul Gandhi. At the meet-
ing, former Union minister
Kapil Sibal’s suggestion for an
introspection was countered by
Satav, who argued that intro-
spection should begin from the
UPA-2 period to analyse how
the Congress fell to 44 Lok
Sabha seats in 2014.

Tewari on Friday said, “The
UPA brought in the Right To
Information Act, MGNREGA,
midday meal scheme, free and
compulsory education to chil-
dren under RTE, and the Food
Security Act, which created the
most transformative social se-
curity architecture.” Even

Manish Tewari

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitaraman, he said, admitted in
her last Budget speech that 271
million people were lifted out
of poverty between 2006 and
2016, eight of which were UPA
years.

“The UPA was also a victim
of both internal sabotage — (for-
mer Comptroller and Auditor
General of India) Vinod Rai be-
ing the classical example — and
of a vicious campaign of
calumny and innuendo.
However, none of the charges
levelled have stood the test of
the law even six years down the
line,” he said. “If somebody can-
not see the good work the UPA
had done, then possibly he or
she needs to re-educate them-
selves."

Tewari also tweeted on
Friday, “Was UPA responsible
for the decline in fortunes of the
Congressin 2014 s a valid ques-
tion - must be gone into?
Equally valid is was UPA sabo-
taged from within? 2019 defeat
must also be analysed....”

Satav’s remarks have re-
opened a debate in the party on
reasons for its electoral downfall.

During an interaction with
IIM alumni in Singapore in
2018, Rahul Gandhi had admit-
ted thatan “internal” and “gen-
erational fight” and collision be-
tween the “older vision” and a
“newer vision”, along with is-
sues of corruption, had con-
tributed to Congress’s defeat in
2014.

Aworker in PPE kit sprays disinfectant inside a mall in Pune on Friday. Malls in the city are set
toreopen on August 5. As per government notifications, malls are required to put in place
guidelines and social distancing signs in corridors, lifts, washrooms and other areas. Ashish Kale

Ensure states implement
direction to pay health
workers, SC tells Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
told the Centre that it was not
enough to have issued directions
to states to pay salaries to doc-
tors and health workers involved
inthe fight against Covid-19,and
it should also ensure compli-
ance.

“You are not helpless. You
have to see toit that your orderis
implemented. You got power
under DM Act. You can take steps
also,” Justice M R Shah, sharing a
bench with Justices Ashok
Bhushan and R Subhash Reddy,
told Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta.

The remarks came as Mehta
told the bench that the Centre
had issued directions on June 18
to all states but had not received
compliance report from the NCT
of Delhi, Punjab, Maharashtra,
Tripura and Karnataka.

The solicitor general referred
to an affidavit filed by the Union
Health Ministry in this regard.

The Supreme Court had on

June 17 asked the government to
issue appropriate orders to en-
sure timely payment of salaries
to doctors and health workers

The affidavit of the Health
Ministry said that accordingly,
orders were issued under the
Disaster Management Act, 2005,
on June 18 to all the concerned
secretaries of health depart-
ments “inter-alia directing them
torelease salaries of doctors and
health workers doing COVID-19
related duty, on time”.

Subsequently, an application
was filed in the court highlight-
ing instances of non-payment of
remuneration to doctors and
health workers in the NCT of
Delhi and the four states.

Though reminders were sent
to them, “no report with respect
to the compliance of the order
dated 17.06.2020 was received”,
the affidavit said, adding that an-
other set of reminders had been
sent to them to send the reports
on “urgent basis”.

Taking note, the bench
recorded in its order, “learned
Solicitor General submits thatan
order has been passed on

18.06.2020 by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare di-
recting for payment of salaries of
doctors and health workers dur-
ing the period of Covid-19 on
time. He submits that five States
i.e. Delhi, Maharashtra, Punjab,
Tripura and Karnataka have not
paid the salaries to the doctors
and health workers on time to
the full satisfaction. He submits
thatappropriate stepsin this re-
gard shall be taken by the Central
Government to ensure that
salaries of doctors and health
workers is released. He prays for
and is granted a
week's time.”

The court was hearing a PIL
by Delhi-based Dr Arushi Jain on
problems being faced by doctors
and health workers on the Covid
front.

The bench also asked the SG
to look into complaints that
some hospitals were counting
the quarantine period of doctors
and health workers as period of
leave.

Mehta said the period of
quarantine cannot be treated as
leave and agreed to look into it.

Khushbu Sundar

Congress leader
welcomes NEP:
Rather speak fact
than be a puppet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, JULY 31

CONGRESS NATIONAL spokesper-
son Khushbu Sundar has wel-
comed the New Education Policy
(NEP).Inatweeton Thursday, she
said her stand on NEP “differs”
from that of her party.

“My stand on #NEP2020 dif-
fers frommy party nlapologize to
@RahulGandhi ji for that, but [
rather speak the fact than be a
head nodding robot or a puppet.
Everything is n cannot be about
agreeingto urleader, butabout be-
ing courages to voice ur opinion
bravely as a citizen,” she tweeted.

Sharing Khusbu’s tweet,
Congress's Karur MPS Jothimani,
who is known to have a close
rapport with Rahul, tweeted,
“Democracy is all about all opin-
ions are heard and respected.
Congress party and its leader-
ship unlike BJP never expect
people to be head nodding ro-
bots or puppets.”

While her tweet triggered
speculation that Khushbu may
join the BJP, multiple sources in
the party ruled this out. “But yes,
sheistired of the Congress lead-
ership. She will never join BJP,
she will continue to fight with
communal groups and even in-
dividuals in public forums but
that doesn’t mean that she will
continue long in a national party
that lacks a vibrant leadership,”
said a senior Congress leader
from Tamil Nadu.

Top court
gives states 3
weeks for info
on migrants
back home

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
noted that states and Union
Territories (UT) were yet to in-
form the court about what had
been done to comply with its
June 9 direction to maintain a
record of migrant labourers
who had arrived in these states
and UTs in the wake of the lock-
down.

“In our order dated
09.06.2020, we have noticed
that the task which has now to
be undertaken by the con-
cerned States and Union
Territories is to maintain record
of all such migrant workers,
who have arrived at different
places... None of the
States/Union Territories have
filed any affidavit giving details
of the compliance of the... direc-
tion,” a bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy and
M R Shah said, giving the states
and the UTs three more weeks
to comply.

The apex court pointed out
that they “are required to bring
on record the mode and man-
ner in which records of migrant
labourers who have reached
their native places are being
maintained with their skill, na-
ture of employment and other
details”.

The June 9 order had,among
other things, said that “details of
all migrant labourers, who have
reached their native places, shall
be maintained (by the states
and UTs) with details of their
skill, nature of employment,
earlier place of employment”.

Taking suo motu cognizance
of the difficulties faced by mi-
grant labourers following the
lockdown, the Supreme Court
had onJune 9 asked all states and
UTs to do the needful to send
those stranded back to their na-
tive places within 15 days.

On Friday, the court said that
despite the steps taken by the
states and UTs, there were still
some migrant workers stranded
in different states, including
Maharashtra. The bench asked
Maharashtra to ensure the re-
turn of stranded workers.
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2menheldfor Govt scraps pension of those jailed during Emergency

vandalising
Rajgruh
test positive
for Covid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

TWO MEN, who were arrested
for allegedly vandalising
Rajgruh, the home of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar,
have tested positive for Covid-
19.

The two accused were iden-
tified as Umesh Jadhav (35)
and Vishal More (20), who
were arrested on July 9 and 22
respectively.

An officer said, “Jadhav was
sent for a Covid-19 tested and
his reports said he was not in-
fected. We believe he got the in-
fection from More, who
had been arrested recently.
They were kept in lock-up
together.”

The two were sent to judi-
cial custody earlier this week,
and it was mandatory to pres-
ent Covid-19 reports before
lodging them in jail.

“We sent them for testing,
and learnt they were infected,
due to which they have been
shifted to a quarantine centre,
and after they recover, they
shall be sent to jail,” the officer

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI JULY 31

IN ANOTHER significant rever-
sal of a decision taken by the
previous BJP-led regime, the
Uddhav Thackeray government
on Friday discontinued pen-
sions being given to those who
had been jailed during the
Emergency.

According to the Uddhav-
led general administration de-
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partment, whichissued a reso-
lution in this regard, the move

to stop pension was triggered
by the sharp drop in revenues
and the worsening financial
position of the state exchequer
in wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

In January 2018, the
Devendra Fadnavis govern-
ment, of which Shiv Sena was a
part, had rolled out a pension
scheme for all those jailed for
opposing the Emergency be-
tween 1975 and 1977.

Accordingly, Rs 10,000 was

being paid to all those who had
spent more than a month in jail
and Rs 5,000 to those who had
spent lesser time behind bars.
In cases where the beneficiary
in question had passed away,
their spouses were eligible for
50 per cent of the due pension
amount.

In2018-19 and 2019-20, the
Fadnavis government had ear-
marked Rs 42 crore a year to-
wards disbursal of the pension.
Over 2,500 beneficiaries had

been identified, said officials.

While the department cited
drop in revenues and tax collec-
tions as the reason for scrap-
ping of the pensions, sources
said that political considera-
tions had also contributed to
the decision.

The Congress had opposed
the move of honouring
those jailed during Emergency
with a citation, which was be-
ing done during the previous
regime.

As procurement prices dip, dairy farmers look at revenue
sharing model adopted by sugar sector to tide over crisis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

WITH PROCUREMENT prices of
milk dipping, dairy farmers are
now exploring the CRangarajan
Committee revenue sharing
formula (RSF), which sought to
shield the sugar sector from
price volatility and recom-
mended ways to help mills pay
growers on time, to overcome
the current crisis.

However, sources said, there
is no unanimity among the var-
ious stakeholders on allowing
higher revenue to dairy farmers.

The RSF, adopted by the
state’s sugar sector in principle,
recommended that around 70
per cent of the total proceeds

There has growing
unrestamong the dairy
farmers following a
steep decline in milk
prices from Rs 27 per
litre to Rs 15 per litre

realised from the sale of sugar
would be shared with dairy
farmers while remaining 30 per
cent retained by milk coopera-
tives and unions.

Former state agriculture min-
ister, Anil Bonde, said the 70:30
revenue formula could be a last-
ing solution to address financial
concerns of dairy farmers.

“While a farmer is paid Rs 15

or Rs 16 per litre for milk today,
consumers are still paying Rs 40
to 48 per litre. The difference of
Rs 24 to 26 per litre is pocketed
by both cooperative unions and
private dairy companies. If a
revenue-sharing model is
agreed upon, 70 per cent of rev-
enue realised would go to farm-
ers and 30 per cent towards the
operational cost of milk compa-
nies,” he said. The formula, he
said, would also help to check
exploitation of dairy farmers.
Swabhimani Shetkari
Sanghatana president Raju
Shetti, however, said the 70:30
RSF could not be entirely ac-
ceptable or practical in dairy
farming given its complexities.
But some aspects of the model
canbe borrowed like extending

the fixed price for sugar to milk
powder, he said.

Shetti also cautioned that
such measures would invite flak
as milk powder prices have in-
ternational bearing due to
treaty under GATT.

“The government will have
to provide short- and long-term
measures to help dairy farmers.
As in the sugar sector, prices of
skimmed milk powder should
be made uniform across the
country. This will partly min-
imise the losses faced by dairy
farmers and stabilise milk sup-
ply and its price.” Fluctuation in
milk powder price has a direct
bearing on milk rates paid to
farmers, he added.

Shetti also demanded scrap-
ping of 5-12 per cent Goods and

Service Tax (GST) on milk prod-
ucts like white butter and
sweets. If expenses on produc-
tion of milk products come
down, then the profit could be
shared with dairy farmers, he
said.

There has growing unrest
among the dairy farmers fol-
lowing a steep decline in milk
prices from Rs 27 per litre to Rs
15 per litre.

The Covid-19 lockdown has
compounded the problems as
milk demand has declined by
35 to 40 per cent.

The fall in skimmed milk
prices has seen milk coopera-
tives and private players ex-
ploiting the farmers as
processes milk powder is not
bringing desired dividends.

UNDERTRIAL SUICIDE

Family wonders how no
jail staffer noticed incident

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 31

FAMILY MEMBERS of a 36-year
old undertrial, who is alleged to
have died by suicide at Taloja
Central Jail on Wednesday, on
Friday raised concerns about
how the incident took place de-
spite the presence of jail
staffers.

Dinesh Narkar was found
dead in the toilet of the hospital
ward of the jail, where he was
kept in quarantine. While he
had tested positive for Covid-
19 July 10, at a subsequent ex-
amination on July 19, he had
tested negative.

Sanjana Kumbhar, Narkar's
elder sister, told The Indian
Express that her brother had at-
tempted to harm himself twice
since he was arrested by the N
M Joshi Marg police earlier this
month in the case of attempt to
murder of his wife.

However, Senior Inspector
Pandit Thorat from the police
station said: “We had not re-
ceived any such complaints re-
garding his mental health.”

Kumbhar said that they
were informed about Narkar's
death after midnight on
Thursday by the N M Joshi
Marg police, following which
they reached J] hospital to com-
plete formalities. “At the jail, it

At thejail, it is difficult
to understand why there
was no staff to ensure
the safety of the
prisoners. We were told
that he hanged himself
with the helpofa
bedsheet of the hospital
ward cot. How did
nobody notice this? This
could have been
prevented.”

SANJANA KUMBHAR
DECEASED'SELDER SISTER

is difficult to understand why
there was no staff to ensure the
safety of the prisoners. We
were told that he hanged him-
self with the help of a bedsheet
of the hospital ward cot. How
did nobody notice this? This
could have been prevented,”
she said.

Kharghar police officials said
that they have registered an ac-
cidental death record. A manda-
tory inquiry by a judicial mag-
istrate will also take place as per
the Criminal Procedure Code.

In May, another prisoner
was been found hanging in the
hospital ward of the jail. The
33-year-old undertrial had
tested positive for Covid-19 af-
ter his death.

said.

F 3 INDIAN COUNCIL OF FORESTRY RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

_,:EL (An Autonomous Body of Ministry of Enviornment, Forest and Climate Change, Govt. of India)

e P.O. New Forest, Dehradun - 248 006
“ICFRE Awards for Excellence in Forestry -2020”

Applications are invited for "ICFRE Awards for Excellence in
Forestry" which are given for original and outstanding work/research
contribution. The categories are (a) ICFRE Personnel (Five Awards)
(b) Non-ICFRE Individuals, Institutions and Organizations (Six
Awards) (c) ICFRE Lifetime Achievement Award in Forestry (One
Award).
Detailed advertisement with guidelines and proforma is available
at ICFRE website www.icfre.org and at the office of ADG (Education
&R.B.).
Last date of receipt of application: 30.09.2020
Complete application should be sent to
Asst. Director General (Edu. & R.B.)
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education

P.O. New Forest, Dehra Dun - 248006, Tel: 0135-222-4850,
0135-2758348, Fax: 0135-2758571, E-mail: adg_edu@icfre.org

Corrigendum Notice
OFFICE OF THE DG & 1G OF POLICE,
JHARKHAND, RANCHI-834004.

With reference to advertisement under PR No.
229753\ (Police) 2020-21 regarding Annual
Maintenance Contract of IT Equipments to
Jharkhand Police Tender No.02/2020-21 by Police
Headquarters, Jharkhand, Ranchi, following
modifications have been made after Pre-Bid
Conference:-

The last date for submission of Tender Document
isamended as 04-08-2020 by 15.00 hrs.

Opening of the tender paper is amended as 04-
08-2020 by 16.00 hrs.

Document related to Pre- Bid queries, response
and amendments can be downloaded from Jharkhand
Police web-site “jhpolice.gov.in”.

LG of Police (Provision)
PR.NO.231362 Police(20-21):D Jharkhand, Ranchi

il MP INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION LIMITED

|IGemmedl ol Hathys Pradesh Underiakng)

SECRETARIAT FOR SIMGLE WINDD'W SYETEN
Cif = UBNAZRP 1977330001392, 2850 KAF AHAWEN" 16+, kmara Hlde
Brapal-1F {iedia), T, @ (91) T35 25 EA0, B9TSTTA Fexd i (0] P5E-2500073

Ermiaii 1 tneilAnbsanstmgide: en.in, Weasile ; wwe. immslmp, o la
llarmedy kaoes ag Badsya Predess Trade and
Invaglimesl Faclitalion Compiestitn Limiled)

Aaagal, ODated ; 28,07.7320

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (Ho. 36)

Madhya Fradesh Wdugtrial Develepment Sorparation Lid

MANAGING DRECTOR

SALE TENDER NOTICE Khadim's’

Sealed Tenders are invited from Prospective buyers
within 16th August 2020, for water affected 54,394 Pairs
of Footwear on as is where is basis. The said material is
lying in the warehouse situated at 71/61 M.G. Road,
Titagarh Kolkata- 700119. Contact Person for Inspection
of stock Mr. Avijit Mukherjee (Mob: 98364 63209). Earnest
money 10 % of offer value by DD / PO along with tender
payable to M/S Khadim India Ltd. Kankaria Estate, 5th
Floor 6, Little Russel Street Kolkata 700071. should be
attached with the tender.

Government of India
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre

Nuclear Recycle Board
Fuel Fabrication, INRP (O), Tarapur

PUBLIC NOTICE

ANDHERI - CLOSURE OF EAST
SIDE SPANS OF EXISTING ANDHERI
NORTH MCGM FOOT OVER BRIDGE

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
BARC (T) invites sealed item rate tenders for the following works:
No.| Tender No. Name of Item
FF-INPR(O)/ Annual contract for miscellaneous work
4 |GEN/07/ in OFS at FF, INRP(O),NRB, BARC, Tarapur
OFS/2020-21/22|as per terms and conditions given in
Dated:29.07.2020 | Annexure — | & Il
Estimated Cost Rs 34,00,000/- Earnest Money Rs 68,000/- Time of
Completion Months 12 months. Sale Period 31/07/2020 to 10/08/2020

Detailed terms and conditions for purchase and submission of
tender are given on website www.barc.gov.in

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy
i Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
Technical Services Division
North Site, Trombay, Mumbai-85

Notice In g e-Tenders
The Chief. Engineer, Technical Services Division, Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre, North Site, BARC, Trombay, Mumbai - 400 085, on
behalf of the President of India invites online item rate tenders on two
bid system for following work :-
NIT No. BARC/TSD/145/2020-21, Name of work - Maintenance of
electrical system for the various buildings and providing round the clock
operation for substation and AC plant at Training school Building,BARC,
Anushaktinagar,Mumbai ; Estimated cost - ¥ 1,35,00,000/- ; Earnest
Money - 2,70,000/-; Period of completion — 18 months; Last date and
time of submission of bid - 14.09.2020 (23:59 Hrs.).
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the Website
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE or www.barc.gov.in
Changes if any, in the above scheduled date etc. will be notified only on
the website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE
Contact for assistance / clarifications 24x7 @ 9969395522
Shri Rudresh, e-mail: rudresh.tenderwizard@gmail.com

Chief Engineer
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IMPIDET invites offer Irom Interestad consuftent with proven
of Project Aeper a3 per ihe Quidaling of Cepartmeant of
1500 to 2000 Asres of Land in e stats of Madhya Pradesh
& W mplenders.gosin - MPIDC HO Bhopa
0,07 2020 85 5:00 P
Established by Government of Maharashtra Under MMC Act 1965
Email Id: maharashtramcouncil@gmail.com « Website: www.maharashtramedicalcouncil.in
Catering Service
Service providers bidding process to firms for providing services
visit http://maharashtramedicalcouncil.in/tenders or
office from 01/08/2020 to 14/08/2020 between 10.30 a.m. to
refundable) by Cash or Demand Draft drawn on any
Sealed Tenders envelope will be accepted up to 02.00 p.m. on
/ Courier after due date will not be accepted.
Registrar

capahditas mnd damenstraied parformanca 1o expeass her
Pharmaceuiicals, Minisry ol Chamicals and Fedilizans, Geetal
For deteiis interosted consultanis can wisit following
&  Canlacl Pasan | Shil 5K, Jaln - 98268050500
M P Madhyam@anEa 2020

189-A, Anand Complex, 1% Floor, Sane Guruji Marg, Arthur Road Naka,
No. MMC/Tender/Catering Service/2020/01681 Date : 30.07.2020
Maharashtra Medical Council, Mumbai invites proposals from
of Catering Service of MMC office for the period of one year.
Maharashtra Medical Council, Mumbai web-site.
04.00 p.m. from Monday to Friday from the above address on
Nationalised bank in favour of Registrar, Maharashtra Medical
17/08/2020 and will be opened at 04.00 p.m. on 17/08/2020 in

Sd/-
Maharashtra Medical Council, Mumbai

ey Er MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION
MMRDa  DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai -51. Tel : 26590001/04.
Fax: 91-022-26591264 Website : https://mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

e-TENDER NOTICE

Name of Work : Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority
hereby invites e-tender for “Construction of Depot Infrastructure comprising
Stabling Yard, DCC and Administrative Building, Maintenance & Workshop
Buildings, ASS, Finishing , Plumbing, Earthworks for Land Development,
Compound Wall, Road, Approach Bridge/Viaduct& Underground Utility Duct
Works, Drainage etc. complete (excluding PEB works) for elevated Car
Depot at Mogharpada for Metro Lines 4, 4A, 10 & 11of Mumbai Metro Rail
Project of MMRDA”. The Tender details are as under :
1. Tender No. : MMRDA/4/ MMRP /CA-L4C01/2020
2. Estimated Cost : Rs. 5,96,60,33,035/- (Including GST)
3. Earnest Money Deposit : Rs. 5,96,60,330/-
4. Contract Period : 36 Months
5. Tender fees 1 Rs. 10000/~ + 18 % GST (Non refundable)
6. Contact Details : Mr. Sanjiv Tatu, Superintending Engineer,

Metro Project Implementation Unit, Tel: 022-224063709, 24063701

Email : sanjiv.tatu@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in
7. Bid document download : 03.08.2020, 18:00 hrs to 17.09.2020,18:00 hrs
8. Last date of Online submission  : 18.09.2020, 17:00 hrs
The e-tender shall be available for free download on registration at https://
etendermmrda.maharashtra.gov.in as per the above-mentioned dates.
The submission of the e-tender is through MMRDA e-tendering Portal only.
For any e-tendering support, bidders shall mail MMRDA e-tendering Help-
desk etendersupport@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.inor call Helpdesk
on 022-2659 7445.

Sd/- =
Date : 01/08/2020 Metropolitan Commissioner o
Place : Mumbai MMRDA T

Government of Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply
and Kalpasar Department

Tender Notice No. 03 of 2020-21

ONLINE Tender is invited for the work of Supply, Installation,
Testing, Commissioning of Automatic Water Level Recorder (Non-
Contact Radar Type-AWLR) and Automatic Rain Gauge (ARG) Real
Time Data Acquisition System (RTDAS) GSM/GPRS based at
Various Location Across Gujarat State Including operation and
maintenance of AWLR & ARG, Maintaining Data Acquisition System
for 4 (Four) years and other allied services under National
Hydrology Project by The Executive Engineer, W.R.I. Division,
Ahmedabad. Last Date of Online Tender submission: 21/09/2020
upto 16.00 Hrs. Date of Pre-Bid Meeting: 24/08/2020 at 12.00 Hrs.
Subsequent addendum and corrigendum will only be published on
www.nprocure.com. Website and it will be bound to all the bidders.
For further details contact to this office during office hours.
Detailed Tender Notice can also be seen on www.nprocure.com,
www.nhp.mowr.gov.in & www.statetenders.com.

No. INF/ABD/413/2020

Government of India

DEPRRTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY

NUCLEAR FUEL COMPLEX
ECIL Post, Hyderabad - 500 062
E- Tender Notice
On behalf of President of India, General Manager, NFC-Kota, Nuclear Fuel
Complex, Hyderabad-500 062, invites sealed item rate tenders from the
eligible contractors who have executed works of similar nature and magnitude
for the following work:

Sl. TenderNo & Estimated Cost EMD
Name of the work
1 | NFC-K/ELE/2020/9 37,89,13,000/- | %15,78,260/-

Electrical Cable Tray Systems
Period for view and downloading

Due date for online submission

Due date for receiving hard copies :21.09.2020up to 14:00hrs

Due date for opening bid :21.09.2020at 15:00 hours

Detailed NIT can be viewed from www.nfc.gov.in, tender documents
can be downloaded from www.tenderwizard.com/DAE. Bidders must have
a valid class Ill digital signature certificate and must enroll with
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE. General Manager, NFC-Kota
For and On behalf of President of India

:01.08.2020t0 20.08.2020
:07.09.2020 up to 21:00hrs

BETWEEN KM.21/18 - 22/1.

East side spans of Andheri North
MCGM old Foot Over Bridge will
remain closed from 01.08.2020 for
dismantling in connection with 6th
line project.

Passengers may use New Foot
Over Bridge which has been
commissioned on date 31.07.2020.

WESTERN RAILWAY

www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in

475 WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Censinacton Cevganisstion,
Jabalger
OPEN TEMNDER
E-Tander Nadicn Ne, DYCECJBP-
23020, Oated: 30.07.2020
Reputy Chial Engimaer
[Consiruoilon), West Contral
Rallway, tatedaur, ke s o nall
ol Prasigant ol Indio, Inwdes
E-Tandars againsi Tander Malizs
HNo, DYCECIEP-02-3930, Oated
30LET.2020. Tha Closing dala wil bo
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be obie to submit thelr onginali
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lima ocnty. Mareal olens wil nol be
nrarizinnd agaisl tha Sbovn handoe
nnd amy sich manus cfer membomd
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fsrenil & Uie el dale anl linae
HIT Moe:: DYCECIBF-02-2030,
Dbt AMO7 2030, Hame af weel
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guariars af varkous scelons aad
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MWonsP. Way wors) In Saona = Rowa
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thw weark= T 3,60 533055, Ceat ol
Tesdar Bopm: T 10,0000, Eornosd
Monoy T 3804000 Complation
Poried; 15 Monlhe including
Moo, Tima @nd Dabe of
laning & opeiey of E-Tandie
Clzsing ab 18.00 Hrs. 00082020 and
npmad waler 1900 Hra. Tendomrs
o recuimd msubmil eirtod onkne
Ihrcwgh IREPE  webdila  hibipazil
wyrwiraps. gavin,  Tendurors pm
opdasod fo fegulary vkl IREFS
wntoiid hilpaiitvaw, Ifepe.govin lu
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Roc. No . SSCL/6092/2020 INVITATIONS FOR BIDS

% SALEM CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Date : 30.07.2020

Estimate Cost Rs. 650.00 Lakhs.

1. Supply and Fixing of Decorative 120W LED Street Lights of 904
Nos, Supply and Erection of 9m Height Octagonal Street light pole
with Decorative Double Arm 452 Nos, Supply and laying of UG

Cable 12204 Rm in PAN City of Salem City Municipal Corporation.

can be downloaded from the above website.

|| | Bid document and other information available at www.tntenders.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.salemcorporation.gov.in Tender document

Date, Time and Venue for Tender Procedures.
Submission of bids - 08.09.2020 upto 3.00 P.M
Opening of bids - 08.09.2020 at 3.30 P.M

DIPR/2895/TENDER/2020

Commissioner, Salem Corporation

Wi fas forerm e srgean Heen SEHyy
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Berhampur

Established by the Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India

Advertisement No. NT-02/20

Date: August 01, 2020

IISER Berhampur, an Institute of National Importance established by the Ministry of HRD, Government of India is
looking for dedicated and committed candidate(s) to fill-up the following sanctioned posts.

S. | Name of the posts/ Group) Pay level Pay level Reserved for

No No. of posts (as per 7th CPC)|(as per 6th CPC)[yr[sc| sT |oBc | EWs|PwD
1 | Scientific Officer / 02 Nos. A | Level-10 GIF;I:%S-:(’)O 01]00| 00| 01 | 00 | 00
2 | Scientific Assistant /02 Nos. | B | Level -06 Giﬁééo 01|00/ 00| 01 | 00 | 00
3 | Laboratory Assistant /02 Nos| C | Level-05 ngBz-gbo 02[00| 00| 00 | 00 | 00
4 ‘(’::;‘:,Lﬁf:)'fa“:qo C | Level-03 | P53 01|00 o0 | 00 |00 | 00

with all supporting documents is September 21, 2020

Post at SI. No. 01 to be filled on Direct Recruitment / Deputation / Transfer-on-Absorption basis. Posts at SI. No. 02,
03 & 04 to be filled on Direct Recruitment only. Online applications can be submitted from 11:00 AM on August 05,
2020 till 05:30 PM of August 31, 2020. Last date for receipt of hard copy of online submitted application form along
upto 05:30 P

. - P 5 g g i it
\https.IIwww.userbpr.ac.ln/lndex.php ?category=staff-positions&pid=staff-positions .y Registrar/

M. For details, visit

inbares) 1o partcipale in tha compaliiva biddng far Prepareion
India deted 27.07 2030 for establishmient o1 Bulk Drug Park in
wiohslla -

&  Thetanosr willbeveble on-line cn mptenders.gov.n from
@ MAHARASHTRA MEDICAL COUNCIL, MUMBAI

Chinchpokali (West), Mumbai - 400011. Tel.: 022-23007650
NOTICE FOR TENDER

reputed and experienced companies to participate in the
For the detailed Tender document, interested bidders should
Tender submissions tender form may be obtained from the
Payment of Rs. 2,000/- (Rs. Two Thousand only) (Non-
Council, payable at Mumbai.

the presence of the parties, if present. Tenders received by Post

(Sanjay Deshmukh)
[]

PLEA ON TRAVEL
INLOCAL TRAINS

Access to justice
a fundamental
right, lawyers
form integral
part of system:
HC to govt

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBALI, JULY 31

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Friday directed the state gov-
ernment to decide expedi-
tiously by August 4 represen-
tations made by lawyers and
the Bar Council of
Maharashtra and Goa seeking
to include lawyers and their
staff on the list of persons
rendering essential services
and allow to travel in special
local trains during the pan-
demic.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice Sarang V Kotwal
heard, through video-confer-
ence, a PIL that claimed sev-
eral lawyers did not own pri-
vate vehicles and it became
difficult for them to commute
to the court and so they
should be included on the list
of persons entitled to travel
in special local trains and de-
clared as rendering essential
service.

A clutch of other PILs
also sought directions to the
state to allow lawyers to
travel by suburban local
trains during the pandemic as
they provide essential
services.

The state government last
week had informed the high
court that it could not allow
lawyers to travel by suburban
local trains as it had restricted
both the number of trains
and passengers as a part
of the measures to contain
the spread of Covid-19
pandemic.

“We are of the considered
opinion that the state must
apply its mind and take an in-
formed decision with regard
to the concerns voiced by the
advocates as well as their
staff. The state must not be ig-
norant that access to justice
is now recognised as a funda-
mental right and advocates
and their staff constitute an
integral part of the entire sys-
tem, which is dedicated to the
delivery of justice,” the Bench
said.

Directing the state to con-
sider and decide all represen-
tations by lawyers and their
organisations before it by
Tuesday, the court has posted
further hearing on the pleas
to August 7.

A clutch of other PILs
also sought directions
to the state to allow
lawyers to travel by
suburban local trains
during the pandemic
as they provide
essential services
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Minor raped,
murdered in
Muzaffarnagar
village; one held

AMIT SHARMA,
MEERUT, JULY 31

A SEVEN-YEAR-OLD girl was al-
legedly raped and strangled to
death by a 22-year-old man in
Uttar Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar late
Thursday night. Police said they
havearrested theaccused and that
he had confessed to the crime.

The crime came to light on
Thursday after the father of the
victim filed an FIR when did not
return home till late evening. In
the FIR, the father said that when
the family tried to trace the girl,
some of her friends said the ac-
cused — who stays in the same
village —asked her to come along
with him as he was going home.

Muzaffarnagar Deputy SP
Ashish Pratap Singh said, “We
took him into custody and when
we interrogated him at the po-
lice station, he confessed to not
only killing the seven-year-old,
but also raping her. He will be
sent to jail on Saturday.”

The incident came days after
a16-year-old girl was gangraped
in a Muzaffarnagar village by
four men.

Woman raped in
Bulandshahr

Bulandshahr: A 50-year-old
woman was allegedly raped by
five men in Uttar Pradesh’s
Bulandshahr district, police said
on Friday. A case under Section
376 D (gangrape) of the IPC has
been registered against two
identified and three unknown
persons on the basis of the com-
plaint filed by the woman’s
brother-in-law, they said.
According to the complaint,
the incident took place on
Thursday night when the wid-
owed woman went toanagricul-
tural field near her house, police
said. When she did not return, her
family members started search-
ing for her and she was later
found in the field, they said. The
woman told her family that five
menassaulted her and identified
two of them from her neighbour-

ing village, police said. PTI
J&K madrasa
head held for
‘hurting religious
sentiments’
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, JULY 31

THE JAMMU and Kashmir Police
on Friday held the head of a
madrasa in Banihal town on
charges of committing an act in-
tended to hurt the religious feel-
ings of another community.

Police identified the accused
as Ghulam Rasool, who has been
running a madrasa at Banihal’s
Nagbal. They said he had put out
an advertisement seeking dona-
tions from people to sacrifice an-
imals on their behalf on Eid. The
advertisement said one piece ofa
“big animal” will cost Rs 3,000,
while the pieces of small animal
will cost Rs 8,000-10,000.

The president of Ramban
unit of the VHP, Ashish Sharma,
had lodged a complaint with po-
lice, saying the advertisement
about sacrificing “big animals”
was aimed at hurting the reli-
gious feelings of a particular
community.

Ramban SSP Haseeb ur
Rehman said that police have
apprehended Ghulam Rasool
toavoid alaw and order problem.
The matteris under investigation.

Wary of large-scale

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JULY 31

THE ASSAM government is
keeping a close watch on the
possibility of a large-scale Covid-
19 spread within the tea work-
ers’community;, officials told The
Indian Express.

The tea tribe community ac-
counts for 17 per cent of Assam’s
population. It is economically
backward and most tea workers
live in quarters next to tea gar-
dens in poor health conditions.

Till Friday. 69 tea workers
have tested positive for Covid-19
— one has died, 26 have recov-
ered and 42 are under treatment.
Officials say a large-scale trans-
mission in tea gardens could be-

41 die after consumingillicit liquor in
3 Punjab dists, CM orders probe

KAMALDEEP SINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR, JULY 31

AT LEAST 41 people have died in
three districts of Punjab’s Majha
region allegedly after consuming
spurious liquor in the last two
days. As death toll mounted on
Friday, Punjab CM Amarinder
Singh ordered a magisterial probe
into the deaths to be conducted
by the Jalandhar Divisional
Commissioner.

Till Friday evening, 11 deaths
were confirmed in Amritsar. Two
villages, Muchhal and Tangra, in
Amritsar had reported 7 deaths
on Thursday, while 4 more fatali-
ties were confirmed on Friday. In
separate cases, 11 deaths due to
alleged consumption of spurious
liquor were reported from Batala
inGurdaspur districtand 19 from
Tarn Taran. According to SDM,
Tarn Taran, Rajneesh Arora, six
more people are critical in the dis-
trict.

DGP Dinkar Gupta Friday said
that the death toll could rise fur-
ther as the spurious liquor net-
workwas evidently spread across
many areas.

Just like bodies of five de-
ceased in Amritsar were cremated
without post-mortem on
Thursday;, last rites of a few bod-
ies in Batala and Tarn Taran too
were performed without autopsy

The kin of Amrik Singh, one of the deceased, at Tarn Taran
district on Friday. Rana Simranjit Singh

on Friday. Around noon, a Punjab
government press note said that
dead in these cases will not be cre-
mated without a post-mortem.
CM Amarinder Singh said that
the inquiry will lookinto the facts
and circumstances leading toinci-
dents, as well as into any other is-
sues connected or relevant to the
incidents. The probe will be con-
ducted by Divisional
Commissioner, Jalandhar, along
with Joint Excise & Taxation
Commissioner Punjab, and SPs
(Investigation) of the concerned
districts, according to a state gov-
ernment spokesperson.
Promising strict action against
anyone found complicit in the

case, the CM directed police to
launchasearch operation to crack
down on any spurious liquor
manufacturing unit operating in
the state.

It may be recalled that the
Punjab Police had seized a
whopping 8.32 lakh litres of la-
han (raw material mixed for dis-
tillation of illicit liquor) in the
middle of June in a drive titled
Operation Red Rose. The drive
had led to registration of 3,490
cases under the Excise Act and
arrests of 2,664 accused. Earlier
in the 40-day period of lock-
down, 1.81 lakh litres of lahan
was seized.

On Friday, Punjab Police ar-

TEMPLE TREAT

Sweets being prepared for the Ram temple’s foundation stone laying ceremony, in Ayodhya on Friday. P11

rested seven bootleggers from
Amritsar, Batala and Tarn Taran
districts in over 40 raids con-
ducted by five teams led by sen-
ior officers. The total number of
personsapprehended sofarinthe
spurious liquor deaths case has
gone up to eight, including
Balwinder Kaur, whowasarrested
Thursday night from Muchhal vil-
lage in Amritsar.

DGP Dinkar Gupta said a huge
quantity of spurious liquor, drums,
storage cans etc have been recov-
ered from the accused and the
same have been sent for chemical
analysis to check for constituents
of spurious liquor. More arrests are
likely, he said, adding that raids
were continuing and the police
teams would continue to crack
downonall those involved in the
case to unravel the extend of the
spurious liquor mafia operatingin
the region.

While two persons, Balwinder
Kaur and Mithu, were arrested
from Amritsar (Rural) district,an-
other two persons identified as
Darshan Rani and Rajan were
nabbed from Batala district. Four
others—Kashmir Singh, Angrez
Singh, Amarjit and Baljit—have
been arrested from Tarn Taran.

Mithu, whowas arrested from
village Jasso Nangal, Police Station
Khilchian, Friday has admitted to
his role in the supply of spurious
liquor, said the DGP.

Dalit religious leader should have been
invited for Ram temple bhoomi pujan: Maya

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JULY 31

BSP PRESIDENT Mayawati on
Friday said it would have been bet-
ter had an invitation been ex-
tended to “Dalit Mahamanda-
leshwar” Kanhaiya Prabhunandan
Giri for the ‘bhoomi pujan’ cere-
mony of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya on August 5,adding that
it “would have had some impact
on the Constitutional intention of
setting a casteless society”.

This comes after reports in
sections of the media that Prabhu-
nandan Giri was unhappy over
not being invited to the event.

come a major challenge for the
administration.

Inaletter dated July 28, state
Labour Commissioner
Ghanshyam Dass wrote to assis-
tant labour commissioners and
labour inspectors, “If due to any
reason there is community
spread of Covid-19 in the labour
lines [residential quarters of the
workers next to the gardens] it
will lead to a major catastrophe
as the present medical facility
available is not sufficient to cater
to a pandemic situation in the
present day scenario. Thus this
might lead to high mortality.”

“Soall officers are directed to
do the needful in coordination
with the district administration
and convince the tea garden
management and unions to

BSP chief Mayawati

Inatweet in Hindi, Mayawati
wrote, “Considering Dalit Maha-
mandaleshwar Swami Kanhaiya
Prabhunandan Giri’s complaint,
it would have been better if he
was also invited for the cere-
mony along with other 200
saints/sadhus.”

Atthe sametime, the BSP chief
advised the Dalit community to
distance themselves from such
matters and “focus on work by
walking on the path shown by
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar”.

The remarks came in the wake
of allegations by Prabhunandan
Giri that he was not invited to the
event possibly out of apprehen-
sions that his visit would make the
temple “apavitra” (impure).

Narendra Giri, president of
Akhil Bhartiya Akhara Parishad,
denied Prabhunandan Giri's alle-
gations, saying that “saints do not
have any caste.”

Kameshwar Chaupal, mem-
ber of Ram Janma Bhoomi Teerth

Kshetra Trust who belongs to the
Dalit community, also denied the
allegations and said he is a repre-
sentative in the trust and more-
over, mud from places of worship
of Dalits from different parts of
Bihar was being brought for the
bhoomipujan ceremony.

“The allegations are false.
Amid the coronavirus situationin
the country, norms are that num-
ber (of people at functions)
should be limited. I, Kameshwar
Chaupal am there.lamaDalitand
there are others, too. It is not ap-
propriate to make such allega-
tions.[am bringing mud from dif-
ferent places of worship of the
Dalit Samaj in Bihar.”

The state police chief revealed
that FIRno. 253, dated July 31, has
been registered under Sections
304, 307 and 120 of the IPC at
Police Station Sadar Tarn Taran
against the four accused arrested
from the district. He added that
these bootleggers had admitted
tosupplying spurious liquor in vil-
lage Norangabad.

According to the police, first
five fatalities were reported from
Mucchal and Tangra villages in
Amritsaron the intervening night
of Wednesday and Thursday. On
Thursday evening, two more peo-
ple died under suspicious circum-
stances in Muchhal, and one per-
son died at Sri Guru Ram Das
Hospital in Amritsar after being
shifted from Tangra. Batala too
had reported two fatalities linked
to consumption of illicit liquor on
Thursday.

On Friday, 9 more persons
died in Batala, taking the death toll
in the town to 11, while 19 spuri-
ousliquor related deaths were re-
ported from Tarn Taran.

Meanwhile, opposition par-
ties in Punjab lashed out against
the Capt Amarinder Singh govern-
ment for the alleged lapses which
led to death linked to consump-
tionofillicit liquor and demanded
ahigh-level independent inquiry
into the incidents.

(WITHINPUTS FROM
ENS CHANDIGARH)

ANDHRA PRADESH

Unable to find
alcohol, 10 die after
drinking sanitiser

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

AT LEAST 10 people in Andhra
Pradesh’s Prakasam district have
died over a period of three days af-
ter consuming sanitisers asasub-
stitute for alcohol. Officials said
liquor shops in the area were shut
either due to government policy
or because they fell under a con-
tainment zone.

Prakasam district’s Karichedu
and Darsi mandals have been de-
clared containment zones due to
the high number of Covid-19
cases, and all shops — including
liquor outlets — have been shut.

Prakasam SP Siddharth
Kaushal, who visited the two ar-
eas on Friday, said police found
sanitisersinatleast 20 homes, but
quite a number of people in the
town were consumingitasanin-
toxicant. “We found empty as well
unopened sanitiser bottles in
some homes. Family members
confirmed that the victims were
consuming it in lieu of liquor. We
are looking for more people who
are consuming it since the last 8-
10 days. Liquor is not available to
these addicts due to the closure of
shops in containment zones and
they got their hands on cheap
sanitisers,” he said.

Kerala: CPM, Cong

accuse each other
of nexus with BJP

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 31

AHEAD OF the ground-breaking
ceremony for the Ram temple in
Ayodhya on August 5, a war of
words hasbroken out betweenthe
ruling CPM and the Opposition
Congress in Kerala, each accusing
the other of a nexus with the BJP.

In an article in party daily
Deshabhimani on Friday, CPM
state secretary and politburo
member Kodiyeri Balakrishnan
wrote, “Opposition leader
Ramesh Chennithala has become
the sarsanghchalak of RSS in
Kerala. Chennithala is the heart-
throb of RSS. He is the son of an
RSS sympathiser. That is why
Congress-led UDF is maintaining
silence in the Ayodhyaissue.”

Referring to the Ayodhya,
triple talaq and the Citizenship
Amendment Act issues, Balakri-
shnan alleged that the Congress
has always played the “soft-
Hindutva card”.

The CPM leader wrote that it
was this “soft Hindu line” that
made then Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao support the dem-
olition of the Babri Masjid.
“Chennithala is climbing up the
political ladder in the shadow of
Rao’s tradition. For the Congress,
BJPand IUML, their only enemy is
CPI(M),” he wrote in the article.

He added that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be laying the
foundation stone for Ram temple
in Ayodhya on August 5 to “paint
Sri Rama in saffron and make Sri
Rama a Hindu card even during
this Covid-19 pandemic”.

Chennithala, the Leader of the
Opposition in the state Assembly;,
has stepped up his attack on the
state government in the wake of

CPM state secy Balakrishnan
has targeted Chennithala

a string of controversies, includ-
ing the gold smuggling scandal,
prompting the CPM to hit back.

Recently, Balakrishnan had
stated that “what BJP says in the
morning is repeated by Chennit-
halain the afternoon. The Opposi-
tion Congress is now implement-
ing the RSS agenda.RSS wants
Chennithala to head the UDE”

Defending Chennithala, Cong-
ress state president Mullappally
Ramachandran said the CPM
wants to divert attention from
criticalissues. The ruling party, he
said, is now isolated from the peo-
pleand hasrealised thatit cannot
retain power. Secularismis only a
facade for the CPM, he said.

Congress daily Veekshanamon
Friday quoted anarticle in the on-
line edition of BJP mouthpiece
Janmabhumi on the “RSSlinks” of
CPM  politburo  member
SRamachandran Pillai.

Pillai on Friday told the media
that the controversy is “unwarra-
nted now”.“Thad attended RSStill
the age of 15.1became a material-
istand shifted to Communism af-
terrealising thatinternationalism
isbetter than nationalism,” he said.

Responding to the war of
words between the CPM and the
Congress, BJP state president
KSurendransaid both the parties
want to woo minority votes.
“Congress and CPM have already
started secret parleys in their ef-
forts to defeat the BJP in the com-
inglocal body elections,” he said.

spread, Assam keeps close watch on tea gardens

Atatea garden in Golaghat district of Assam. Express

carry out testing drive of the tea
garden workers as soon as possi-
ble, so that if there is any infec-

tion it may be contained at the
earliest,” the letter stated.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Dass said the tea work-
ers’ community was vulnerable,
but stressed that the situation is
currently under control. “We are
keeping a close watch and coor-
dinating with the health depart-
ment and district administra-
tions,” he said.

Pallav Gopal Jha, DC of
Dibrugarh, which has many tea
gardens, said the administration
is conducting rigorous contact
tracing in the gardens through
ASHAworkers. “All persons with
symptoms of Severe Acute
Respiratory Infection, Influenza-
like Illness or fever are being
tested,” he said.

Jha said the positivity rate
within the tea workers’ commu-
nity is currently low.

Gonsu Gosain, the president

of alabour union of a teaestate in
Golaghat district, said, “Yes, there
is fear but work is going on in
keeping with strict hygiene
norms. We are maintaining one-
metre distance between work-
ers, washing hands frequently
and constantly wearing masks.”
Although there are no cases yet
inthe garden he works at, Gosain
said, “We have to be careful in
our residential quarters. There
are no cases in our garden, but
there is fear.”

Golaghat DC Bibhash
Chandra Modi said, “Till now,
there are hardly any cases in tea
gardens in this district. We have
held meetings with garden man-
agers and sought cooperation
from various unions. Everyone is
cooperating. We have disal-

lowed entry of any unknown
personin the gardens and labour
lines.”

The DC said he has started a
WhatsApp group on which rep-
resentatives of gardens in the
district post photos and videos
of daily sanitisation and physical
distancing during work.

Lakshmanan S, Assam’s
Mission Director of the National
Health Mission, said there was
nothing to be especially worried
about tea workers as the govern-
ment is taking all precautionary
steps in industries where people
work in close contact. “Atea gar-
denis an open space and the risk
is less. The state government had
given clear guidelines on how to
work in tea gardens months
back,” Lakshmanan said.

Police officials said that the ad-
dicts gathered behind atemplein
the town and mixed sanitisers
with water and soft drinks and
have been consuming it since the
past 8-10 days. On Wednesday
night, one P Srinu complained of
severe stomach ache and col-
lapsed. He was rushed to the Darsi
Government Hospital, where he
told police —investigating the
death of another person the previ-
ous night — that he and others
were consuming sanitisers for
several days.

OnThursday night, three oth-
ers, including Srinu, died in hos-
pital. On Friday, seven more peo-
ple succumbed at the hospital,
sending alarm bells ringing
among health officials.

“Almost all of them are daily
wage labourers or beggars. We
have seized some stock of sanitis-
ers from some shops while those
with medical shops would be ex-
amined for chemical contents.
Apart from the post-mortem re-
portweare also seeking a toxicol-
ogy report to ascertain what ex-
actly happened. Atleast 10 people
have died so far in the last three
days,” Kaushal said.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy has soughtareport
from the police and the district
collector.

Final-year
exams: SC
refuses to pass
interim order

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THE SUPREME Courton Friday re-
fused to pass any interim order on
a batch of petitions challenging
guidelines to hold final year/se-
mester examinations by Septe-
mber amid the Covid-19 pand-
emicand asked the Centretoclear
the stand of the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on the issue.

The UGC told the top court
that nobody should remain under
the impression that since the
Supreme Court is examining this
issue, the final year /[semester ex-
amination will be stayed.

A bench headed by Justice
Ashok Bhushan said that it was
not passing any orders on the is-
sue and posted the matter for fur-
ther hearing on August 10.

The bench, also comprising
Justices R Subhash Reddy and M
R Shah, was informed by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre and the UGC, that
he would apprise the court about
the MHA’s stand.

Mehta said they were only
concerned with final year exams
and outof over 800 universitiesin
the country, 209 have completed
the examinations and around 390
universities are in the process of
conducting the examinations.

“Let nobody remain under the
impression that since this courtis
examining this, it will be stayed.
Let students continue with their
studies,” Mehta said.

Tothis, thebenchsaid, “Weare
not passing any such order.”

On Thursday, the UGCjustified
its decision directing all universi-
ties and institutions to hold final
year/semester examinations by
September saying it was done to
protect the academic future of stu-
dents across the country.

6 children among
9 dead in Bihar
boat mishaps

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, JULY 31

NINE PEOPLE, including four
children, died in two boat inci-
dents on the Gandak river in
Bihar’s Gopalganj district in the
last 24 hours.

While six people — including
four children aged between nine
and 11 years — from Parsauni
Malahi village died in a boat ac-
cident on Friday morning, three
from Baikunthpur died on
Thursday as their boat capsized.
The Gopalganj district adminis-
tration has stopped ferrying
of private boats after the
incidents.
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Indian Express
journalist wins Prem

Bhatia Award for
political reporting

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THE INDIAN Express Special
Correspondent Dipankar Ghose
has won the Prem Bhatia Award
for political reporting for his work
onissues related to the Covid-19
pandemic, including the migrant
labour crisis.

While Ghose won the award
for the category of reporting on
political issues, the award for re-
porting on environmental and
development issues was given to
the People’s Archive of Rural
India (PARI), a journalism web-
site dedicated toreportingonru-
ral India.

The Prem Bhatia Memorial
Trust, which confers the awards
for outstanding journalism, said
ina press release that Ghose has
been awarded “for his coverage
of the migrant labour crisis and
other Covid-19 related issues”.

Apart from reporting on the
issue of migrant labour walking
back hundreds of kilometres to
their home towns during the
lockdown, Ghose also reported a
series of stories from Bhagalpur
inBihar for over amonth starting
mid-June to understand the ef-
fects of the pandemic and the
lockdown in small-town India.

On July 6, Ghose reported
about the children of Musahari
tola, a Mahadalit colony in
Badbilla village, who had turned
to rag-picking and begging after
the mid-day meal scheme, which
guaranteed one stable meal a
day, came to a halt as schools

Dipankar
Ghose

were closed.

Taking note of the report
within hours of it being pub-
lished, the Bihar government is-
sued an order to provide rations
as well as money through Direct
Benefit Transfer to all school chil-
dren across the state for 80 work-
ing days from May to July.

The PatnaHigh Courtand the
National Human Rights
Commission also took suo motu
cognizance of the report.

While the court directed the
state government to ensure that
no child is “pushed into or in-
dulges in any activity of rag pick-
ingor beggary, more soon the ac-
count of lack of food”, the NHRC
issued notices to the Union
Ministry of Human Resource
Development and Bihar’s chief
secretary and mentioned that it
was a “serious issue of violation
of human rights”, demanding a
reply within four weeks.

The Prem Bhatia Award to
PARI “collectively for its army of
field reporters, volunteers and its
dedicated team which sifts and
publishes data”, the press release
said, is “for its extensive field re-
ports, including climate change
effects and the impact of the pan-
demic on rural India”. PARI's
founder editor P Sainath has also
won the award earlier.

Setback in ops to plug blowout at
OIL well in Assam’s Baghjan

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JULY 31

THE LAST leg of the operations to
control the blowoutand fire at Oil
India Limited’s (OIL’s) Baghjan
well in Assam faced a setback on
Friday, just as engineers were at-
tempting to place the Blowout
Preventer (BOP) on the well head
to plug the leak.

For more than two months,
OIL has been trying to control the
blowout in the Baghjan oilfield in
Tinsukia district. A release by OIL
on Friday evening said, “While the
capping operation was being at-
tempted, the Athey Wagon top-

pledover at the last moment, and
the attempt did not succeed.”

The Athey Wagonis a 90-foot-
long vehicle used to lift heavy
equipment — in this case the BOP,
a device that needs to be rein-
stalled at the well head, following
which the well can be ‘killed’ or
shut down completely.

“We would have been able
plug the blowout today itself if the
wagon had not toppled,” said OIL
spokesperson Tridiv Hazarika. He
added, “A well-killing liquid will
be pushed into the well at high
pressure to complete the opera-
tions.” The spokespersonsaid the
process may take up to four-five
hours.

RAJASTHAN POWERPLAY

House session 14 days away, Con
now shifts its MLAs to Jaisalmer

Ruling party claims threats to legislators, family; BJP says after Jaisalmer, there is Pakistan

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, JULY 31

WITH the Assembly session still
14 days away, the Congress on
Friday shifted its MLAs, shep-
herded by Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot, to a resort in Jaisalmer --
over 560 km west of Jaipur -- via
chartered flights.

The legislators head there af-
ter an 18-day stay at a hotel and
resort on the outskirts of Jaipur,
where they moved following the
revolt by Sachin Pilot and 18 MLAs.
Indicating that the Gehlot loyal-
ists would now be in Jaisalmer till
the Assembly convenes on August
14 or a floor test, the Congress
claimed a
“threat” to
them and im-
mense “pres-
sure” on their
family and rel-
atives.

Talking to
journalists out-
side Jaipur air-
port, Gehlot
said, “The MLAs are getting calls,
their family members are getting
calls, their contacts are getting
calls, threat calls, to pressurise
them. The MLAs are mentally
troubled... They have been sitting
here for long... hence we thought
to shift them. There will be less
pressure there, and it is far away.”

Accusing "the Government of
India and Home Ministry” of be-
ing after his government, the CM
said “saving the government is
important” along with governing
the state. "[am forced to say,'Amit
Shahji, what has happened to
you? Day and night, awake and
while asleep, you think how to
topple a government'. If chosen
governments fall like this, what
will be left of democracy?” he said.

Gehlot added that he would
be going up and down between
the state capital and Jaisalmer. “I
willbeinJaipurand sowill most of
my ministers. We will not com-
promise with governance.”

A senior Congress leader said
the legislators had themselves
raised the "pressure” they were
under at the Congress Legislature
Party meeting on Thursday, after
whichaunanimous decision was
taken that all would shift some-
where out of Jaipur.

Sources said the Congress was
alsoworried that the family mem-

Ashok
Gehlot
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Congress MLAs at the Jaipur airport on Friday. The MLAs, who were camping at a hotel on the Delhi-Jaipur highway, were
moved to Jaisalmer via chartered flights, ahead of the Rajasthan Assembly session on August 14. Rohit Jain Paras

bers dropping in to meet the
MILAs at the Jaipur resort might be
conveying offers to defect. Few
MLAs were allowed visitors, that
too immediate family members,
but with upcoming festivals such
as Eid, Raksha Bandhan and
Janmashtmi, Congress expected
requests for visits to increase.

On Thursday, Gehlot had said
the “rates” of MLAs had increased
manifold. “Ever since the
Governor declared 14th (August,
for the House to convene), the
telephones have started ringing.
We get news who is calling and
what they are offering. They
(MLAs) are being asked, 'Tell us
what youwant'..” he said.

While the Fairmont Hotel and
Resort where the MLAs were stay-
ing till Friday is now in the
crosshairs of ED, their accommo-
dation in Jaisalmer -- Suryagarh
Hotel - is 14 km from the city.

Denying Gehlot's allegations,
BJP state president Satish Poonia
said, "Who is saleable, disclose
their names." Asking why the
Congress was headed for
Jaisalmer, he said what was the
need for it “if all Congress MLAs
are united, there is no danger,
everything is fine".

“After Jaipur and beyond
Jaisalmer, there is Pakistan,"
Poonia said. "For how long will
yourunaway from reality?”

No upper limit on ticket fare in
private trains, Railways clarifies

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THERE IS no upper limit to fares
that private players can fix for
passenger trains they will run,
and operators will not need any
approval from any authority for
it, the Railways Ministry clarified
on Friday.

Several prospective bidders
for the project had raised a set of
queries on various aspects of the
move to give out 109 routes to
run 151 trains to private players
for 35 years at a recent pre-ap-
plication meeting.

Replying to those queries on
Friday, the Railways said fares of
these private trains will be market-
driven,and noapproval is contem-
plated. Sources said to make this
provision legally tenable, the
Railways may need Cabinet ap-
proval or even Parliament sanc-
tion, since under the Railways Act,
only the ministry or the Union gov-
ernment can decide fares for pas-
senger trains in the country.

With no upper limit for fares
and asteep project cost, thanks to
expensive, modern rolling stock,
fares are expected to be way
steeper than existing train serv-
ices, officials said. The private

playeris free to sell tickets through
itswebsite but the backend of the
website will be tied to the railway
passenger reservation system.

Confusion prevailed over the
technical specifications of trains
that Railways wants the private
players to deploy. While several
companies asked how Railways
could seek 160 kmph speed from
private trains when ts infrastruc-
ture is probably not ready to for
such speed, the reply given was:
“The clause is self-explanatory.No
change is contemplated.”

The Railways also did not
come out with technical specifi-
cations for the rolling stock that

it seeks the private players to
bring in. On various questions
about this, the reply was: “The
draft Specifications and
Standards will be issued shortly.”

Sources said technical speci-
fication contemplated for private
operators is such it requires
maintenance after running
40,000 km or for 31 days—
something that is not easily
available in the market.

When asked how responsi-
bility will be fixed in case of acci-
dents, the reply given was:
“Relevant provisions shall be in-
cluded as part of draft conces-
sion agreement.”

Rajasthan Cong chief whip moves SC
against HC order on disqualification

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

CHIEF WHIP of the Congress
Legislature Party in Rajasthan
Assembly Mahesh Joshi has
moved the Supreme Court
against the High Court’s July 24
order asking the Speaker to
maintain “status quo” on the
question of disqualification of 19
rebel Congress MLAs.

The plea said the High Court
had “exceeded its jurisdiction
“and that its order “impinges
upon the domain of the
legislature”.

Joshi said the HC order “is ex-
facie unconstitutional, illegal and
in the teeth of the law laid down”
by a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in 1992 in the
case Kihoto Hollohan vs.
Zachillhu.

He said the writ petition filed
by the rebel MLAs in the HC “was
totally non maintainable and pre-
mature”. It “sought to challenge
onlyanoticedated 14.07.2020s-
sued by the Speaker calling for
comments of the Respondents on
the disqualification petitions filed

against them under... the Tenth
Schedule”, he said, adding “there
was absolutely no adverse order
of any kind against the
Respondents and as such the Writ
Petition... was completely non
maintainable”.

Their writ petition sought to
raise the question of constitu-
tional validity of Para 2(1)(a) of
Tenth Schedule, which was al-
ready settled by the Supreme
CourtintheKihoto case, Joshi said.

It was on disqualification pe-
titions filed by Joshi that the
Speaker issued the notices to
rebel MLAs.

On this, Joshi said the peti-
tions filed by him “make out a
primary facie case against” the
MLAs “of voluntary giving up
membership of the party under
para 2(1)(A)” of the Tenth
Schedule.

Substantiating this, he said
“grave and sinister attempts
were being made by” them “to
break the ranks of the INC and
topple the duly elected INC
Government in the State of
Rajasthan”.

The rebels “had deliberately
absented themselves from two

crucial CLP meetings held on
13.07.20 and 14.07.20 despite re-
peated reminders and notices”,
he said, adding “the media was
rife with vociferous demands
by” the MLAs “calling for a floor
test against their own
Government”.

They even claimed that “the
INC Government had cheated
the people of Rajasthan”. They
“had become inaccessible to the
Party leadership by going in-
communicado and were enjoy-
ing the hospitality of the State
BJP Government in Haryana ata
resort in Manesar (Haryana)”,
Joshi said.

The chief whip said he had
“asserted” before the HC that the
rebels “are acting in concert with
the BJP..and there are serious at-
tempts being made by” them “to
offer allurements and bribes to
members of the INC to switch
support to the BJP”.

Joshi said such “conduct” of
the MLAs “reveals grossest form
of defection under Para 2(1) (a)
of the Tenth Schedule”.

OnJuly 29, Assembly Speaker
C P Joshi too had moved the SC
against the HC order.

Andhra Governor nod to 3-capital
plan; HC clearance still remains

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY 31

ANDHRA PRADESH Governor
Biswabhushan Harichandan on
Friday approved the Andhra
Pradesh Decentralisation and
Inclusive Development Bill and
AP Capital Region Development
Authority Repeal 2014 Bill,
paving the way for establishing
three capitals in the state.

The Governor’s nod makes it
unlikely for Amaravati to be the
state's sole capital, as envisaged
by the previous TDP government.

As perthe decentralisation Bill,
Amaravati will be the legislature

Governor
Biswabhushan
Harichandan

capital, Visakhapatnamwill be the
executive capital and Kurnool will
be the judicial capital. However, at
least a dozen petitions filed in the
High Court by TDP activists,
Amaravati Parirakshana Samithi
and social activists are still pend-
ing. Until the court clears them, the
state cannot implement the
Governor’s order.

YSRCP workers and leaders
set off firecrackers to celebrate

“These are not ordlnary times, even for flood work’

BIHAR WATER Resources
Minister and national general
secretary of JD(U) SANJAY
KUMAR JHA speaks to
DIPANKAR GHOSE on efforts to
deal with the pandemic as well
as the flood situation, and the
upcoming Assembly elections.

What is the flood situation in
Bihar?

As of July 31, 108 blocks in 14
districts are affected. According to
ourestimates, that means over 39
lakh people are affected. One of the
main issues is two to three
breacheson the Gandakandacou-
ple on Budhi Gandak river. About
72 hours before heavy rain, we
sendanalerttothedistrict. InBihar,
people live inside embankments
too.Soifthereis analert, our engi-
neersare made aware,and people
are asked to move from the em-
bankments. Following the July 9-
11 heavyrainfall,and again on July
19-21, there was a heavy rain alert
inthe Gandak catchment of Nepal,
and the concentration of rain was
above 200 mm at several gauge
stations.In hundreds of places, our
engineers have continued work-

ingonseepage and pipingdayand
night.

What is the forecast for the
near future and what are
your preparations?

In the last 24 hours, while
Gandak has been stabilising;
Budhi Gandak and Adhwara
group rivers have received a lot
of discharge from Nepal and lev-
els show arising trend. In two to
three days we expect rain to sub-
side in the Gandak, Budhi
Gandak, and at Baghmati,
Adhwara and Mahananda catch-
ments. Water levels of Gandak,
Budhi Gandak, Adhwara group
rivers and Mahananda have set
new records this July... breaking
those set in the 1987. Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has been
especially concerned about en-
suring that people living inside
embankments move outin time.
In his daily stocktaking briefings,
he seeks to know not only about
rainfall, river trends, forecasts
and flood-fighting efforts, but
also the relief and rescue efforts.

Bihar’s floods are almost an
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annual ritual. How has Covid-
19 affected operations this
year?

We had a lockdown from
March 24, and that was the peak
time for the department to do
anti-erosion work. No trucks

could come. No labour or engi-
neer could go to the site. After
April 10 or 12, the CM exempted
this work from the lockdown.
But that was not enough. We
made a cell that contractors
could contact if they had issues
with material, so we could con-
tact the factory outside the state,
or the district collector con-
cerned, and get the truck mov-
ing. Only then were we able to
finish 393 critical anti-erosion
work, which was difficult.
Engineers also tested positive.
We are sending people from
headquarters, but they are not
familiar with the terrain. These
are not ordinary times, even for
flood work.

Amonth ago you said there
were issues with
maintenance work on the
Gandak barrage on the Nepal
side. What is the status on
that?

This becomes a country-to-
country thing. MEA deals with
them. Our representative also
sits in Kathmandu. There have
been some issues relating to

work this time. Here, it is our
government, and we did the
work accordingly. But we do
flood fighting and anti-erosion
work in Nepal side also. There
was a lockdown there, and we
had no access. So we requested
the MEA.Isaid that even if we fix
everything, what will happen if
things go wrong upstream. But
they stopped our engineers.
They said they would let them
go only after thermal screening.
Later, they agreed they could go.
[ don’t want to speak on India-
Nepal relations, but things were
not as smooth this year.

The opposition says that
amid flood and Covid, CM
Nitish Kumar is not stepping
out and is focused only on
elections. What is your
response?

From day one Nitish Kumar
hasbeen monitoring, reviewing
every day. The number of mi-
grants who came was not small,
30-40lakh.Ithink he managed it
well. Quarantine centres were
opened. I travelled with him in
June by road to Darbhanga and

Madhubani, to review work on
the India-Nepal border. He has
seen other points of the flood sit-
uation. It is true that if the CM
moves too much, the adminis-
tration of different regions gets
affected. As far as elections is
concerned, it is for the Election
Commission to decide. As far as
my party is concerned, JDU is for
the election. Why people are
running away from elections, I
don’t know. Because they have
seen the Lok Sabha results and
they were wiped out. They have
seen their future.

But if the Covid curve is high,
or amid floods, how will an
election happen without say
rallies, or people coming to
vote?

We have time. Let's see how
things unfold in August. EC has
come out with details like in-
creasing booths, etc. Let them
take a call. We hope things im-
prove in Bihar. Death rates are
minimal, recovery rates are
more than national average.
Things are not as bad as pro-
jected. This is a global problem.

the Governor's decision while
farmers in Amaravati region,
who have been protesting for
several months, held a demon-

stration.
Former chief minister and
Opposition leader N

Chandrababu Naidu said it is a
dark day in the state's history.

“Using unethical means, the
government has forced the
Governor toassent to this fraud,”
he said.

Municipal Administrationand
Urban Development Minister B
Satyanaryana said the govern-
ment's aim in decentralising cap-
itals is to ensure equal develop-
ment across the state.

Rampant
corruption in
defence deals
during NDA-I,
says Congress

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

THE CONGRESS on Friday sought
an explanation from the BJP for
“rampant corruption, compro-
mise on national security and
weakening of the defence struc-
ture” under the first NDA gov-
ernment headed by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

The attack came a day after
former Samata Party chief Jaya
Jaitly was sentenced to four years
in jail for a 2001 case of alleged
corruption in a defence deal,
only to be granted a stay order by
the Delhi High Court a few hours
later. Two others were also sen-
tenced by the lower court to four
years'imprisonment but did not
move the High Court.

The Congress also raked up
the Rafale fighter jet deal contro-
versy in the wake of the judge-
ment. “The verdict of the court
also highlights the need to inves-
tigate the truth of Rafale deal and
proves that truth needs to be in-
vestigated and is not what the
BJP says,” said spokesperson
Jaiveer Shergill.

Shergill said that the convic-
tion of Jaitly and two others by
the lower court had exposed the
NDA-BJP’s “corruption, commis-
sion and conspiracy” oriented
approach towards defence deals.

The lower court verdict, heal-
leged, has established the struc-
ture of the defence procurement
mechanism under the NDA-BJP
regime is filled with the “cement
of money-making, influencing
and bribing rather than being built
onthe pillars of transparency and
compliance of procedures”.

"There exists a culture of influ-
encing, favouring and facilitating
defence deals in lieu of receiving
bribery and gratification within
the NDA-BJP top leadership and
decision-makers," said Shergill.

Jaitly, Major General S P
Murugai (retd) and former
Samata Party leader Gopal
Pacherwal were charge-sheeted
after Tehelka magazine aired a
sting operation that showed
them purportedly accepting
bribes from its reporters—pos-
ing as representatives of a ficti-
tious company—for supplying
orders from the Army for hand-
held thermal imagers.

In MP, Cong
MIA files case on
Scindia’s RS win

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
JABALPUR, JULY 31

APETITION was filed on Friday in
the Madhya Pradesh High Court
challenging Congress-turned-BJP
leader Jyotiraditya Scindia's elec-
tion to the Rajya Sabha.

Senior Congress MLA from
Lahar constituency in Bhind dis-
trict, Dr Govind Singh, filed the
election petition claiming that
Scindia had suppressed facts re-
garding an FIR filed against him
with Bhopal police, his counsels
Sanjay Agrawal and Anuj Agrawal
said. Singh has filed the election
petition on basis of being a voter
in Rajya Sabha polls, they added.

The petitioner has said that
Congress Rajya Sabha member
Digivjaya Singh had raised this
objection with the election au-
thorities on March 17 but it was
rejected, the lawyers said.

Puri launches guidebook
on central scheme
for affordable hosing

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

ASPART of anew central scheme
to provide affordable housing on
rent to the poor from the pool of
government houses lying unused
in India, Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri Friday launched a guidebook
or knowledge pack to provide
policy clarity to all stakeholders.
Puri also launched ‘CREDAI
Awaas App’and NAREDCO's on-
line portal ‘HousingforAll.com’
through a video conference.
“About 1.08 lakh houses con-
structed under previous govern-
ment schemes are vacant in 159
cities, which are potentially avail-
able for rental housing for urban
migrants or the poor,” Puri said.
The Affordable Rental
Housing Complexes (ARHC)
scheme, which has been
launched under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban
(PMAY-U) as part of Atma

Hardeep
Singh Puri

Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, will
provide dignified and affordable
living spaces for urban migrants/
poor in need, said Puri.

The scheme will also help
real estate developers retain
labour forces on their sites, he
said, adding the rental housing
will be beneficial for youths.

To achieve the government's
target under ‘Housing For All’ by
2022, Puri said the ministry has
almost sanctioned the entire 1.12
crore dwelling units as envisaged
under the Prime Minister Awas
Yojana (Urban). About 70 per
cent of sanctioned houses have
been grounded. Puri said the face
of the national capital would
change with the implementation
of three major schemes, includ-
ing a land pooling policy.
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TUSHAR GORE

If you test positive, do you have the
disease?

The unequivocal answer is: maybe. No
diagnostic test is 100% accurate. But if you
are not showing any symptoms, and do not
have any reason to believe you might have
been exposed to the virus, getting yourself
tested just to check your status might not be
advisable. You would possibly be surprised to
know how big the probability of your being
incorrectly identified as positive can be in
such a case. The key, as you will see later, is
the prevalence of the disease, meaning how
widespread the disease is in the community.

No testis 100% accurate. It is not very dif-
ficult to believe this. Diagnostic tests, includ-
ing the ones used for detection of Covid-19,
have a margin of error and often generate re-
sults that are false positives or false negatives.
Afalse positive means the test incorrectly la-
bels a healthy person as diseased. Similarly,
afalse negative incorrectly marks a diseased

Any test has to accomplish two goals: cor-
rectly identify the diseased and the healthy
individuals. The two goals are distinct, and
one can be achieved without the other. Toil-
lustrate the point, let’s consider this extreme
example: imagine a test that labels everyone
as diseased. This test would work remark-
ably well if a large majority of those under-
taking it were actually sick, but it would fail
miserably if most of them were healthy peo-
ple. Therefore, it would correctly identify the
diseased people in one scenario, while failing
to find the healthy ones in the other.

Therefore, accuracy of a test is measured
by two parameters, aligned with the two
goals. Sensitivity is the ability of the test to
correctly identify diseased individuals. A
highly sensitive test picks up alarge percent-
age of the diseased. It is calculated as the
number of positives detected out of the num-
ber of diseased individuals tested. So, if out of
100 people who undertake the test, 10 are
sick, and nine of them get correctly identi-
fied, then the sensitivity would be 90%.

The second measure, the ability to cor-
rectly identify healthy individuals, is called
specificity.Itis calculated in a similar manner.
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AN EXPERT EXPLAINS

Should you test just to check?

Not advised, because the probability of being falsely identified as Covid-19-positive is quite high. When no
testis 100% accurate, the key aspect to consider is disease prevalence in the population that is being tested

ACCOUNTING FOR ERRORS

NegativeResult 5 i 903

ActualDiseased ! ActualHealthy ! Totals ! FalseResults
TOTALS 50 i 950 i 1,000
Positive Result 45 i 47 92 i 47

(90% Sensitivity) (False Positives) E(45+47) (False Positives)

(False Negatives) (95% Specificity) (903+5) (False Negatives)

i 908 5

Most tests have different sensitivity and
specificity values.

Dol believe my result?

Let usimagine a test with 90% sensitivity
and 95% specificity. The test is conducted in
a population that has an overall disease
prevalence of 5% (meaning, 5% of the popu-
lation is infected). This is another important
parameter. We do not always know the true
spread of the disease, and therefore, typically
an estimate is used for prevalence.

Now let us test 1,000 people from this
group. By our assumptions, 950 of these peo-
ple would be healthy and only 50 (5% disease
prevalence) would be infected. The table
shows the test results for these 1,000.

Out of 50 diseased people, this test cor-
rectly identifies 45, and marks five as nega-
tive. And among the 950 healthy people, 903
(95%) are correctly identified, and 47 are in-
correctly detected as infected.

Although the actual number of diseased
people is only 50, this test marks 92 (45 ac-
tual, plus 47 false positives) as infected. A
person who receives a positive result will
only be 49% likely to have the disease. This
realisation comes from the calculation that
only 45 out of the 92 positive results (49%)
are correct. This ratio is called the positive
predictive value, or post-test probability of
disease, and indicates the degree to which a
positive test can predict actual sickness. It
should be as high as possible to drive confi-
dence in a positive result.

Similarly, there is a negative predictive
value and it indicates confidence in a nega-
tive result. In this example, a negative result
has a99.4% probability of being accurate (903
out of 908 negative results are actually
healthy).

One insightful way to interpret these re-
sults is to compare the probability of being
sick before and after the test. Before the test
is taken, the probability of a person being sick
(called pre-test disease probability) is 5% —
the same as the disease prevalence. A posi-
tive test increases this probability to 49%
(post-test disease probability).

Interestingly, the probability of being

healthy also increases with this test. Before
the test, the probability of being healthy is
95%. A negative result increases this probabil-
ity t0 99.4%.

So, this test increases the confidence in
either diagnosis — though the confidence
level in a positive result from this test might
not be satisfactory.

A good test is one that raises this confi-
dence to very high levels.

How can false results be reduced?

In this scenario, the high number of false
positives, 47, was a result of 95% specificity
and 950 healthy individuals. In most con-
texts, 95% accuracy would be considered
good enough. Butin a situation with low dis-
ease prevalence, a test of much higher speci-
ficity is required. To push the false positives
down to, let’s say, 10, a test with 99% speci-
ficity is needed.

Increasing specificity is one way to re-
duce false positives. The other lever, math-
ematically, is to reduce the relative number
of healthy people. This can be achieved by
testing a population group in which the dis-
ease is much more widespread. This does
not mean waiting for the disease to spread,
but to limit testing to a sub-group that is
more likely to have the disease — the pri-
mary contacts of infected people, for exam-
ple, or health workers.

Repeating the above calculations with a
population size of 500 with 50 diseased peo-
ple reveals that false positives come down
to 22. The positive predictive value (confi-
dence in a positive result) increases from
49%t0 67%.

In summary, false positives are reduced
with two levers: a high specificity test,and a
high disease prevalence setting (high pre-
test disease probability).

Similar logic indicates that false negatives
arereduced with a high sensitivity test used
in a situation with low disease prevalence.

How accurate are the tests currently
being used?

In the Covid-19 setting, two kinds of
tests are being used — RT-PCR to detect in-

fections, and antibody tests to estimate the
disease prevalence. (Antigen and other di-
agnostic tests are not considered.) The accu-
racy data for either of these tests is not
widely known. Arecent study evaluated RT-
PCR kits from 22 companies in laboratory
settings and showed that sensitivity was
upwards of 90%, and specificity was at least
95% (data from finddx.org). Laboratory test-
ing results usually show higher numbers
compared to clinical testing results (tests
on samples from individuals). Sample col-
lection methodology, apart from other fac-
tors, impacts these results.

The antibody kits developed in India have
92.4% sensitivity and 97.9% specificity. The
Indian Council of Medical Research com-
pleted a seroprevalence study in May, pre-
sumably using these kits. The study esti-
mated the disease spread to be 0.73%. As we
have seen above, at such low prevalence,
false positives will be a problem. Calculations
using these test parameters with 1% disease
prevalence show that 70% of all positive re-
sults would be false. Since the objective of a
seroprevalence study is to estimate the over-
all disease spread, options such as limiting
the size of the population group are not avail-
able. Therefore, further analysis and inter-
pretation of the calculated prevalence rate
are required.

What is the takeaway for individuals
who want to know their status?

For an individual, there could be an un-
derstandable urge to “test and just check”
and reduce uncertainty by seeking the com-
fort of an anticipated negative result (the RT-
PCR test to detect active infection). The pru-
dent decision is to counter this impulse with
the knowledge that testing will not provide
certainty unless conducted in the correct
context. For asymptomatic individuals with-
out any risk of exposure, the pre-test prob-
ability of disease is low. The chance of false
positives in such a setting is high.
Asymptomatic individuals should therefore
opt for atest only if they have a solid reason
to fear exposure. If a person is required to
undergo testing, the individual should, if
possible, demand a testing kit with the high-
est specificity.

This reasoning is applicable to any test,
not just a Covid-19 test. Testing in asympto-
matic individuals “just to check” leads to false
positives when disease prevalence is low, and
is not appropriate. Adherence to this princi-
ple by the overall healthcare community will
result in higher true positives.

Tushar Gore is MD/CEO at Resonance
Laboratories, a niche pharmaceuticals
manufacturer

‘We are trying to improve online... don’t postpone
exams, we don’t know when we will reconvene’

In this E-Xplained session before a nationwide
audience on Zoom, Prof V Ramgopal Rao, Director IIT
Delhi, discusses challenges posed by the pandemic,
and the effectiveness and limitations of online learning

E—XPLA%ED
by Thelclion EXPRESS

On coping with the pandemic

Ithasbeenadifficult time, Imust tell you. It was
alsosudden, we were not prepared well enough. ..
When Covid struck, within amatter of 10 days, two
weeks, we told faculty you were teaching in the
classrooms, now you suddenly start doing every-
thing online. The transition was not easy atall. Even
personally for me, it was a big challenge. Because
with the kind of infrastructure we have on our
campuses, with the kind of diversity we have, stu-
dents from such varied economic and social back-
grounds, suddenly to move toan online kind of ed-
ucation was a nightmare. The moment we said we
will run classes, there will be a hundred emails
from students saying, “But I don't have a laptop”.
We are still struggling.... but now I think we are
better prepared. Within a matter of a month, at
least 300 courses from IIT Delhi went online, but
there are still challenges.

I think now the next semester is going to be
much better. In fact, we are also bringing back stu-
dents who haveissues with online. We have done
a survey: 4% of [IT Delhi students cannot take
classes from their hometowns or their places of
stay, so now we are trying to bring back these 4% to
the campus, make them stay in hostels, even give
them laptops where they require them.

asthe world’s best batsman. That is true with some
of our teachers too. Some of our best teachers, who
are very good at connecting with students in the
classroom — the moment they moved online, they
just did not know where to start. So the training
part also became very important for us.

In a classroom, I can give a one-hour lecture
without any issues. But online, if I start lecturing
one hour, people get bored very, very fast. We even
saw some studies that say 10 minutes is the max-
imum time that you can hold the students’ atten-
tionwhen you are online. So how do we now give
aone-hour lecture in smaller modules when you
areonline? Another big challenge I see is: On cam-
pus a lot of peer learning happens — you learn by
interacting with your peers — and that is mostly
missing in the online kind of a model...

I hope that we will also be able to move to more
hybrid forms of teaching.

How to make up for peer learning and
tutorial system

We are now training many of our faculty onthe
flip classroom approach, where you make avail-
able the lecture content. Some of it can be recorded
by the faculty member himself or herself. Some of
itmay be already available because IITs have been
very extensively participating in the NPTEL pro-
gramme. NPTEL is thousands of courses and all of
them are available. So we will also make use of
some of the resource material, and students will
get to hear the lecture whenever they want. But
when you are live with the faculty member, that
will be a more discussion kind of session...

But nothing can really beat the classroom and

On alternative plans if exams are not
possible even in September

[ would like to believe we will be able to
conduct in September. If we are not able todo
that... two batches simultaneously is an is-
sue in terms of logistics. But we will have to
see what other options we can consider. We
can observe a semester kind of a break. If the
next semester doesn’t happen, we will be able
to still absorb it. December would have been
vacation time and May to June-July would
have been vacation time. By consuming
December and the summer next year, we
would have brought things to a normal state
at least by the end of 2021.

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS

Prof V Ramgopal Rao (left) in conversation
with Ritika Chopra on Zoom.

time. We will be able to accommodate thatin our
calendars. But conducting these examinations is
important... At some point, we need to figure out

ways of getting back to anormal state by taking all

the precautions we need to take. If you are follow-
ing social distancing norms, if you are wearing a

On the possibility of using artificial
intelligence for exams invigilation

We are discussing some of these aspects
right now. For example, there are start-up com-
panies developing online evaluation methods.
IIT Delhi would like to look into that. The other
option is take-home examinations, and as an
instructor, I always give students take-home
examinations. I used to tell students that even
iflam conducting an examinationin the class-
room, if you say I could not answer this ques-
tion because I don't remember, [ would give
you full marks. We are not testing students on
their memory, we are testing them on their
cognitive ability, on their thinking.

mask all the time... [ don’t think anybody should
have a reason to complain.

But the challenge again comes down to infra-
structure. All these examinations are held in vari-
ous centres, which are managed by multiple com-
panies. For example, JEE Advanced is conducted
by TCS. When we follow social distancing norms,
you need twice the number of centres as com-
pared to normal times. We had a certain member
of centres, let’s say 80 centres, now you suddenly
require 150-160 if you are maintaining social dis-
tancing norms. The question is, can TCS make avail-
able in these times, another 80 centres? What are
these centres and what is their condition.... If you
are not able to hold JEE Advanced in one centre,
the entire exam needs to be cancelled. InJEE Mains
thatis notanissue; they doit in multiple sessions.

going to be the same as what we started with. ..

Certain things can be done very well online,

are trying to make use of technology, make use of

whatever is available for you... and start clos

So we have to expand the number of centres,
we have to follow social distancing norms, but that
ing  costsmoney.In fact, we have beenin negotiations

How effective is online learning

Online teaching is not just about teaching in
front of a camera. The way you behave in a class-
room, the way you behave in front of a camera, are
very different. If you make Tendulkar act, we know
how lousy Tendulkar is when he is in front of a
camera. Butyou make him play and you shoot him
while he is at his natural best, he will come across

the real-time and the physical. If you ask me, the
gurukulway of teaching, what our ancients used to
do,isthe best form of education,and we have com-
promised it because we needed to scale up our sys-
tems. Now we have reached a stage where the gu-
rukulkind of education is gone, and the hostel kind
of education has come in. From here tojumptoon-
line and say everything willbecome virtual is never

certain things cannot be done well online. IITs are
mostly engineering-centric and almost every
course has a laboratory component. Those labo-
ratory things, we cannot do anymore... Now, if in
December we can start the campuses, we may be
okay. But if it further gets extended... that uncer-
tainty is also there. Therefore, now we are no longer
saying that we will postpone examinations. We

down the semester, start improving your effective-
ness online, and start conducting examinations
online... Don’t postpone anything because we
don’t know when we are going to reconvene.

On conducting entrance exams
[think joining of the new batch can be delayed,
if the examination gets postponed for some more

with TCS. These are the challenges.

TRANSCRIBED BY MEHRGILL
(Edited excerpts)

VIDEO:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1]MAclZCszjyyHb-

074hulwOEVXRMS8hla
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‘WORDLY WISE
TWO AND TWO MAKES FIVE.

— GEORGE ORWELL
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BARBED WIRE

SCneeds to ask tougher questions, of those who wield power—
before it dismisses an 83-year-old citizen's plea for freedom

HEIR LORDSHIPS COULD look at the photograph. It was taken on Thursday,

aday after the Supreme Court disposed of a petition by J&IK Congress leader

Saifuddin Soz’s wife challenging his “illegal detention” and accepted the

government's contention that he was under no restrictions. It frames the

83-year-old leader speaking to reporters, from behind a boundary wall
mounted by a barbed wire, before being pulled away by police personnel, at his residence
in Srinagar. It is not necessary to listen to what Soz had to say across the wall on Thursday
— that photograph and that video, tell the story and pose a question. It is not only: Why
did the J&K administration take liberty with the facts in court? It is also, and more: Why
did the court accept the J&K administration’s word for it? Why did it accept the state's def-
inition of freedom whenit s clearly in conflict with the citizen’s? Unfortunately, that lat-
ter question is now embedded in a recurring pattern. In case after case involving citizens'
fundamental liberties and alleged transgressions by the state, the courts seem to give the
government the benefit of the doubt.

On Jammu and Kashmir, a marker of this pattern came last year on October 1, when,
responding to petitions challenging the constitutional validity of the August 5 decision
to abrogate J&K's special status, a five-judge Constitution bench of the Supreme Court re-
fused to order a stay and adjourned the hearing to November 4 — until well after the
scheduled implementation of the Centre’s order sliced the state into two Union Territories
on October 31. The pattern has continued through the Court’s treatment of habeas cor-
pus petitions related to politicians, business leaders, lawyers and journalists — its lack of
alacrity, its adjournments, effectively extended those detentions. In May, the SC order
declining pleas for restoration of 4G internet services was disturbing not just for contin-
uing the denial of such services but also because it seemed to cede its own powers of ju-
dicial review to a special committee headed by the Union home secretary — the very de-
partments whose orders were in question would adjudicate on the validity of the curbs
on citizens’ freedoms imposed by them.

Soz'sis atest case because there are many like him. Trapped in a zone between arrest
and detention, unofficial and official, verbal and formal, at the mercy of the policeman at
the gate. This is exactly the zone tailor-made for abuse, where the apex court needs to
shine the light, clear the air. All the more reason for the court, as the custodian of consti-
tutionally mandated individual liberties, to ask more questions, not less — of the admin-
istration that wields the power, before it decides to dismiss the plea of the family of an 83-
year-old Indian citizen who needs police permission to step out of his home.

PASSING THE BLAME

Leadership crisis of the Congress is now manifest in a farcical
battle of the generations

IX YEARS AFTER it suffered a rout in a general election, the Congress is yet to

figure out why it has lost the confidence of voters. Since 2014, when the party

was dramatically reduced from 200 plus seats to a meagre 44 in the Lok Sabha,

the Congress has lost numerous elections, including the next general elec-

tionin 2019 whenits tally went up by a mere eight seats. And yet, its leaders,
young and old, seem content with passing the blame to each other rather than honestly
reckoning with their own failings. A meeting of the Rajya Sabha MPs called by Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi on Thursday saw the young blame the old and the latter ask all to reflect on
why the party performs so poorly in successive elections. This periodic chest-beating al-
most never demands accountability from the Gandhi family that has led the party to mul-
tiple poll debacles — a few who spoke at Thursday’s meeting demanded that Rahul Gandhi,
who quit as party president after the 2019 defeat, be persuaded to return. Therein, per-
haps, lie the roots of the Congress’s woes — a leadership and cadre that sees office as priv-
ilege and inheritance, instead of a prize for hard work and perseverance.

At Thursday’s meeting, younger leaders deemed close to Rahul Gandhi reportedly
blamed the party’s fall on those who were ministers in the UPA 2 government. Indeed, one
reason for the UPA’s debacle in 2014 was the perceived corruption and mis-governance
that plagued Manmohan Singh’s second term as prime minister. Yet, there seems to have
been no accountability. The same cast of leaders continues to occupy party positions and
afew have even been rewarded with berths in state governments and in Parliament. At
the same time, the younger leaders have little to show for themselves. The more ambi-
tious among them seem all too willing to abandon ideology and explore options outside
the Congress rather than challenge the seniors within the party and force a change.

The Congress will need to arrest the drift if it does not want to lose more leaders to ri-
vals, or even face a split. The listlessness at the top in the past has seen it lose the oppor-
tunity to form governments — Goa and Manipur — or save its governments — Karnataka
and Madhya Pradesh. Being the country’s main Opposition party, the state of the Congress
has a bearing on India’s democracy. An alert and active Opposition that holds the gov-
ernment accountable is missing. It is much needed.

SIGNS OF LIFE

Over 140 years after Giovanni Schiaparelli saw canals on
Mars, Nasa seeks aliens in a lake bed

HILE ELON MUSK hurls cars into orbit for fun, Nasa has sent a car-

sized rover to Mars in deadly earnest. Perseverance is headed for

the Jezero crater, which is believed to have been once filled with

water, the first principle of earth-like life. It will bring back an-

cient clay deposits from the lake floor, which will be examined
for traces of ancient Martian life, from before the planet turned into a desert. It is pre-
sumed that the natives, if any survive, are friendly, and that Perseverance will not be car-
jacked by little green men.

Butlittle green men are absurdly anthropomorphic. If humans do encounter life out-
side our world, they may not even recognise it as living. It may have developed with a
different biochemistry and genetics, and different gravity, pressure and temperature
would have moulded the outcome. On Venus, whose surface is hot enough to melt lead
because of a runaway greenhouse effect, science fiction might imagine life forms with
molten metal coursing through their veins. And in deep space? There could be Vogons and
Klingons, and the dragons of Eden.

Researchers at two US universities have recently proposed a widening of the concept
ofllife into the unknown — to “lyfe”. To qualify, lyfe must be able to manage energy, grow,
maintain its internal environment (like we maintain body temperature) and record,
process and act on information. Interestingly, apart from space aliens, a nightmare arti-
ficial intelligence which operates autonomously — precisely the one which Elon Musk and
Stephen Hawking had raised the alarm about — could probably tick all those boxes. In
that case, we would not have to send a rover the size of a sedan all the way to the other
planets in search of alien life. It could be right here on earth, dreaming of impossible fu-

tures in its silicon brain.

NEP: Trick or treat?

Text of education policy artfully navigates several
thickets. Fears about document come from context

PrRATAP BHANU MEHTA

THE NEW EDUCATION Policy, for the most
part, provides a forward-looking framework
for transforming Indian education. If the gov-
ernment does little else but implement most
of the recommendations on school education
and empower India’s school children, the fu-
ture will belong to India. But we should also
be under no illusion that the accumulated
weight of betrayals in education also threaten
to make this promising document just that:
Another document.

India’s political economy has simply not
made quality education a top priority. What
has changed in the last couple of decades is
the explosion of aspiration and demand for
education. But that demand has yet to be
channelised into institutional change. A large
partof the betrayal has come, not from politi-
cians, but educators. Our resistance to fair
change has been monumental.

There is another context for scepticism as
well. The emphasis in the document on criti-
cal thinking and free inquiry is entirely well
placed. But it is difficult to read those words
in a context, where as we speak, universities
are being intimidated into political and cul-
tural conformity. A free education system can-
not flourish without a free society; reason can-
not be sovereign in the face of identity politics.
Sothe work of ensuring that freedom and crit-
ical thinking are not mere words in a power
point, constrained by realities of power, will
be doubly harder.

Itisacliché tosay thatitall depends onim-
plementation. Itis hard to disagree with many
proposals unless one sees their operationali-
sation. The document lays down objectives;
the strategy has yet to come. There is yet an-
other promise of a new regulator, a new re-
search foundation. A lot will depend upon
norms that get embedded in these institu-
tions. This government's record on regulation
is not inspiring. So the critical question will,
less, be: Does one agree with the document?
Ithas to shift to a different question: What are
the conditions that will make some of its most
promising ideas work?

So fears of the document come from the
context rather than the text. The textitself is for
the most part admirable. It does an artful job
of navigating several thickets. On the language
issue, it is nicely ambiguous. It prefers the
long-standing recommendation of primary

The emphasis in the
document on critical
thinking and free inquiry is
entirely well placed. But it is
difficult to read those words
in a context, where as we
speals, universities are being
intimidated into political and
cultural conformity. A free
education system cannot
flourish without a free
society; reason cannot be
sovereign in the face of
identity politics. So the work
of ensuring that freedom and
critical thinking are not mere
words in a power point,
constrained by realities of
power, will be doubly harder.

education in the mother tongue, but does not
categorically recommend curbing language
choice for English. On the basic architecture
of delivery, the document has an agnosticism
on the issue of public versus private educa-
tion both in school and higher education.
Whether or not public education succeeds
will not be determined by this document; it
will be determined by what the government
does with its expenditure and priorities. So,
criticising the document on this count is mis-
placed. The repeated emphasis on engage-
ment with Indian civilisational history is un-
exceptionable, but if that engagement can be
honest, it will inspire more confidence. The
reductive dishonesty of some past curriculum
should not be replaced by the new dishonesty
of pride.

The most promising parts of the docu-
ments are on school education: The focus on
early child development, learning outcomes,
different forms of assessment, holistic educa-
tion, and, most importantly, recognising the
centrality of teacher and teacher education.
This part of the document will get the least at-
tention but is the most important. The docu-
ment recognises that “the very highest prior-
ity of the education system will be to achieve
universal foundational numeracy and liter-
acy.” The rest of the policy will be irrelevant if
this basic requirement is not achieved. The
suggestions for school education are ambi-
tious, centred on the students, cater to their
pedagogical diversity, and take on board the
world of knowledge as it is now emerging. The
document drops the word multidisciplinary a
bit too much, without explicating what it
means. One way of thinking about this is not
in terms of multiple subjects. It is reorienting
education from disciplinary content to modes
ofinquiry that allow students to access awide
variety of disciplines.

But there are two worrying tensions. The
document talks about flexibility, choice, ex-
perimentation. In higher education, the doc-
ument recognises that there is a diversity of
pedagogical needs. Students might need dif-
ferent exit options. But it is unclearif the doc-
ument is recommending that the diploma or
early exit options all be made available within
asingle institution, or different institutions of-
fer different kinds of degrees. If it is a man-
dated option within single institutions, this

will be a disaster, since structuring a curricu-
lum for a classroom that has both one-year
diploma students and four-year degree stu-
dents takes away from the identity of the in-
stitution. There is also a risk that without ad-
equate financial support, the exercising of exit
options will be determined by the financial
circumstances of the student.

But the document betrays itself most by
recommending thatall higher educationinsti-
tutions become multidisciplinary. This betrays
the principle that different institutions have
differentidentities, different comparative ad-
vantages, different pedagogical philosophies
and a different mission. Some will be narrow
and specialised, some broad-based. A healthy
education system will comprise of a diversity
of institutions, not a forced multi-disciplinar-
ity. Students should have a choice for differ-
ent kinds of institutions. The policy risks cre-
atinga new kind of institutional isomorphism
mandated from the Centre.

The second tension is in terms of exams.
The document rightly emphasises that focus
needs to shift from exams to learning. But it
contradicts itself. Exams are neurotic experi-
ences because of competition; the conse-
quences of a slight slip in performance are
huge interms of opportunities. So the answer
to the exam conundrum lies in the structure
of opportunity. This will require aless unequal
society both in terms of access to quality in-
stitutions, and income differentials conse-
quent upon access to those institutions. India
is far from that condition. Exams are also nec-
essary because in a low trust system people
want objective measures of commensuration.
So the document reinstates exams back into
the picture by recommending a national ap-
titude test. But the idea that this will reduce
coaching is wishful thinking, as all the evi-
dence from the US and China is showing. So,
in the tyranny of exams, the more we change
things the more they will appear the same.

But we should be grateful toanadmirable
document for focussing on the right questions.
There is much to discuss. But the hope is that
with this our education policy can be trans-
formed into a treat, not another trickinalong
line of betrayals.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express
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DIGITAL L

COVID-19 underscores importance of tools that help alleviate poverty, build resilience

FELINES

‘WiLL CATHCART

INARECENT address toleaders of the US-India
Business Council, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi highlighted the growth and gaps in
India’s digital economy. Nearly 500 million
Indians today are active internet users, he said,
but another 500 million have yet to come on-
line. Doubling the size of digital India requires
bridging this divide and expanding access to
tools and platforms that power India’s digital
economy today.

Foremost among these platforms is the
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) system. More
than four years ago, Modi launched this
ground-breaking initiative to enable Indiancit-
izens to make digital payments to one another
and to the more than 60 million Indian small
businesses that serve local communities and
the world.

The UPI system seta national open standard
for all of India’s banks (155 and counting) that
technology companies can adopt on an equal
and level-playing field. This approach means
that no one company, foreign or domestic, can
write the rules for the other. Everyone has to
meet the same standards set in India.

This project has been very successful in just
fouryears. Since its launch, the UPI system has
grown to manage a 100 million-strong user
base, and it is just scratching the surface.
Meanwhile, it has set important new frame-
works around security and efficiency. Because
of the strong rules that India has put in place,
payment transaction information remains

Since its launch, the UPI
system has grown to manage
a100 million-strong user
base, and it is just scratching
the surface. Meanwhile, it has
set important new
frameworks around security
and efficiency. Because of the
strong rules that India has
put in place, payment
transaction information
remains with the banks and
within the country. And as a
platform built on Indian
technology and governed by
Indian rules, UPI benefits
Indians now and holds great
potential for further
innovation and commerce.

with the banks and within the country. And as
aplatformbuilt on Indian technology and gov-
erned by Indian rules, UPI benefits Indians now
and holds great potential for further innova-
tion and commerce.

Rapidly scaling UPIis the need of the hour
and one of the best ways to strengthen India’s
digital economy. Today people can send money
totheir aged parents, isolated during this time
of physical distancing. Migrant workers can
support their families. Farmers can sell their
products outside the market.

With UPJ, technology companies can part-
ner with local technology leaders, and Indian
financial institutions, to serve the unique needs
of India’s diverse users — especially those liv-
ing in rural areas or transitioning to the inter-
net. In fact, NPCI has also set a goal to increase
UPI's user base to 500 million by 2022, which
if achieved, would be a true game changer for
Digital India. We are eager to contribute to this
effort by launching payments on WhatsApp
across India and help power anew wave of fin-
tech innovation and financial inclusion.

The UPl infrastructure was built for scale
and to reach hundreds of millions of people
without the risk of any one company grabbing
an unfair share, Given the limited number of
people who are able to send money to friends
and loved ones even today, it is imperative
more tech companies are able to leverage the
power of UPI to expand the digital ecosystem
to accelerate financial inclusion.

Indeed, UPlis aworld-class payments sys-
temthat canalso anchor abroader suite of fin-
tech applications like micro-pensions, digital
insurance products, and flexible loans which
WhatsApp can facilitate. These are custom so-
lutions created by Indian technology compa-
nies, on the public infrastructure of UP], that
will first solve large social, business and finan-
cial problems in India and then become tem-
plates for other countries to deploy. These pow-
erful tools can build on the extraordinary
success India has made in lifting millions of
people out of poverty and build resilience to
future economic shocks. COVID-19 has only
underscored the importance of these tools that
will serve as critical lifelines for small and mi-
cro-enterprises and individuals as they look to
recover from the pandemic.

Even amid global uncertainty, I am pro-
foundly optimistic about India’s future growth,
and we share Prime Minister Modi’s belief that
“there has never been a better time to invest
in India.” While the world grapples with
COVID-19, India continues to stride forward.
We see anation thatis determined to meet its
moment and the unique needs of all of its cit-
izens. With courage, ambition, and boundless
potential, India can emerge from this pan-
demic stronger than ever before — a leading
democratic digital powerhouse that will lead
the world in the 21st century.

The writer is head of WhatsApp

August1, 1980, ForTY YEARS AGO

RAO ON BORDER

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER P V
Narasimha Rao told the Lok Sobha that
India was fully convinced that the align-
ments shown in our map regarding the
boundary with China are true to the inter-
national border. He was replying to a call-
attention notice by Ghulam Rasool Kochak
suggesting that China had been backsliding
by disputing India's stand on the
MacMahon Line as the boundary between
the two countries. Rao said according to an
interview carried by the official Chinese
news agency, Xinhua, Chinese Vice Premier
Deng Xiaoping, had told an Indian journal-
ist that ever since negotiations on the

boundary question had begun, China had
“never asked for the return of all territory
illegally incorporated into India by the old
colonialists”. This by necessary implication,
reiterated the well-known Chinese view
about the legality of the McMahon Line.

CHENNA-INDIRA MEET

THERE IS NO question of resignation. This
was the cryptic answer given by Andhra
Chief Minister M Chenna Reddy to waiting
journalists after his hour-long meeting with
Gandhi. Reddy said he had a “frank and
heart-to-heart” discussion with the PM. He
refused to be drawn in further into the is-
sue. His meeting with the PM was preceded

by two meetings with the Union Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs, Bhishma Narain
Singh, who has been named observer for
Andhra Pradesh.

CENTRE WAITS

THE CENTRE IS awaiting the response of the
Assam agitation leaders to its acceptance of
the “accord” brought about by the Manipur
Chief Minister Dorendra Singh, before tak-
ing the necessary follow-up action.

RAF1 IS DEAD

MOHAMMAD RAFI, THE renown playback
singer, died at the Bombay Hospital follow-
ing a heart attack. He was 54.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The picture in Europe and further

ourselves to a large-scale recurrence of coronavirus.”

afield is grim. But we must not resign
— THE GUARDIAN

Somnath to Ayodhya

PM'’s decision to attend Bhumi Pujan of Ram temple sets the tone for us to discuss
and debate the full truth about a toxic secularism

G KisHAN REDDY

IN DECEMBER 2017, the Science Channel —a
partof Discovery Inc. —released a short video
clip analysing the land bridge connecting
India and Sri Lanka based on scientific evi-
dence. The video clip released on Twitter
claimed that the bridge, known to Hindus as
the Ram Setu (the bridge of Lord Rama), was
man-made. The short video has geologist
Alan Lester, a professor at the University of
Colorado, Boulder, Erin Argyilan, a professor
in the Department of Geosciences at Indiana
University Northwest, and others discussing
the fact that the sandbar between the two na-
tions is natural and that the stones covering
the sandbar have been brought from far and
set on top. Practising Hindus would know that
this incident is described in the Yuddha
Kanda of the Ramayana — the army of Rama,
the Vanara Sena, created the bridge after writ-
ing the Lord’s name on the rocks.

India does not need Western academi-
cians tovalidate the scientific nature of Hindu
beliefs. However, this matter is significant ow-
ing to the stance of the then Congress-led UPA
government. In an affidavit submitted to the
Supreme Court in September 2007, to dis-
mantle the Ram Setu so that the
Setusamudram shipping canal project could
be built, the UPA government stated that “...
mythological texts, which formed animpor-
tant part of ancient Indian literature ... can-
notbe said to be historical records to incontro-
vertibly prove the existence of the characters
or the occurrence of the event.” In this case,
the UPA misused the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) to further its agenda and deny the
existence of Lord Rama so that they could
deny the existence of the Ram Setu in the
process. Thanks to consistent pressure from
the Sangh Parivar, this affidavit was later
withdrawn. The Director of Monuments in
the ASI, who had signed the affidavit in the
Supreme Court, later stated that the affidavit
was prepared by the Ministry of Law and
Justice and he was asked to signit.

Theidea of secularism was good on paper
as long as its practitioners believed it served
the purpose of separating the affairs of the
state from religion. However, within a few
years of the creation of the republic, it became
atool that was used to either guilt-trip the ma-
jority religion or to eke out disproportionate
concessions from them. Over time, Nehruvian
secularism descended into what it truly stood
for — naked anti-Hinduism. Although this
transition to rank anti-Hinduism seems like a
recent development, the origins can be traced
back to as early as 1951 with the reconstruc-
tion of the Somnath Temple.

The decision to reconstruct the Somnath
Temple was made by Sardar Patel and others
immediately after Independence, in
November 1947. Gandhiji favoured the recon-
struction, but wanted it to be funded through
public donations and contributions with the
Union government playing no role in its re-
construction. Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru found thisinitiative to be revivalist. He
vehemently opposed the move and when he
heard that President Rajendra Prasad would
be participating in the event to install the de-

ity in the temple in May 1951, he wrote sev-
eral letters to dissuade him from doing so.

Two aspects become clear from Prime
Minister Nehru's letter to the President: First,
the deep discomfortinaHindu civilisation tak-
ing pride in its past and taking steps to revive
itand second, the mocking of Hindurituals and
practices such as the request to embassies of
other countries to collect twigs and water for
the consecration of the temple. While in his
letter to the President, the Prime Minister
terms the act of collecting water and twigs as
rash, in the notes to the Foreign Secretary and
others, he terms it as fanciful and asks em-
bassies to not entertain such requests.

The arguments that were made during
the Somnath consecration are used even to-
day.Some publicintellectuals opine that only
a specific type of public good should be built
whenever activities to reconstruct temples
are initiated. Little do they understand that
temples are actually public goods, owing to
the philanthropic activities they undertake
and the sense of community that they instil.

This brings us to the event early this
month.

The Prime Minister and chief ministers of
various states have been invited for the Bhumi
Pujan of the grand temple for Lord Rama at

Many Opposition leaders do
not want an honest debate
and hence have been asking
the prime minister to refrain
from attending this event.
For long, blatant anti-
Hinduism flourished under
the garb of the grand
Nehruvian secularism
project. L K Advani’s Rath
Yatra in September 1990
marked the beginning of the
end of this kind of toxic
secularism.

CR Sasikumar

his birthplace in Ayodhya on August 5. The
PM'’s decision to attend this event bears sig-
nificance as it sets the tone for us to discuss
and debate the full truth regarding the repres-
sive regimes of the past and the attempts
made to wipe out and destroy symbols dear
to Hinduism.

Many Opposition leaders do not want an
honest debate and hence have been asking
the prime minister to refrain from attending
this event. For long, blatant anti-Hinduism
flourished under the garb of the grand
Nehruvian secularism project. L K Advani’s
Rath Yatra in September 1990 marked the be-
ginning of the end of this kind of toxic secu-
larism. The symbolism of August 5, 2020,
should signify the death of this kind of fake
secularism — where one community bears
the brunt of a project that was created to pre-
vent them from uniting its people. Let the re-
turn of Lord Rama in Ayodhya bring light to
all, especially to those ignorant souls who
revel in creating narratives and barriers to
prevent areligion from staking claim to what
was rightfully hers.

The writer is the Minister of State for
Home Affairs, and a Member of Parliament
from Secunderabad constituency

Religion does not hold

Rather than shoring up national identity, it creates schisms

KHALED AHMED

ASTATE BECOMES stable when the people liv-
inginitacquire whatis called “national iden-
tity”, says Francis Fukuyama. Somehow, reli-
gion doesn’t help in this process of acquiring
collective identity. If one looks at the Islamic
world, this process of becoming a nation has
been derailed by religion. Yet, most political
leaders seek to emphasise religion to stabilise
the sense of being a nation among its varied
population. If India had observed how religion
deprived Pakistan of its national identity, it
would have thought differently about the po-
tential of religion.

Pakistan thought it could become “one” by
having asingle “national language”, but when
Urdu was proposed as the national language,
the people of East Pakistan, proud of their
Bengali legacy, refused to accept it. Instead of
acquiring a national identity, the people got di-
vided and finally separated in 1971.

In 1949, Pakistan sought to become an
“Islamic” state to give its people a “national
identity” that would bind them together and
stabilise the state. What happened immedi-
ately was that its non-Muslim communities
felt left out. In the 1941 census, Pakistan's non-
Muslims constituted 25 per cent of the popu-
lation. However, in the 1998 census, this num-
ber had declined to 3.6 per cent. Instead of
acquiring a “national identity”, Pakistan
purged itself of its non-Muslims.

What stabilises the state — according to

Fukuyama — is its firm national identity. But
itis not religion which bestows this identity;
religion actually destroys it. In Pakistan, mi-
nority Hindus and Christians have either fled
or are being treated badly. But this does not
mean that the Muslims of Pakistan — the so-
called majority — are living in peace with an
agreed collective identity. Among the
Muslims, the most prominent factor going
against “national identity” is the Shia-Sunni
schism. The Shia population — around 6 per
cent —isincreasingly unhappy because of the
way narrow interpretations of religion have
sidelined them. They are killed by extremist
Sunni “non-state actors” that Pakistan har-
bours to fight its neighbourhood wars.
Intense religious identity, instead of be-
stowing “national” identity, starts purging
Muslims not considered “regular” by fellow-
Muslims. Pakistan has constitutionally ousted
the Ahmadi Muslims from state nationality.
They are not Muslims in Pakistan. They be-
come Muslims the moment they step into,
let’s say, India that has not apostatised them.
There are other potential “apostates” like the
Aga Khani Ismaili and Bohra communities,
who can be targeted by jihadi outfits that in-
creasingly claim to be the arbiters of identity
in the country. Does this mean that Pakistanis
ultimately a Sunni state where only Sunnis
can live in peace? Unfortunately, the Sunnis
have a Deobandi-Barelvi splitand can be very

nasty to one another. And there is a Wahhabi
Ahle Hadith variety that would like to purge
both of them if it got the chance.

Inthe case of the Shia of Quetta and Gilgit-
Baltistan, the growth of jihadiIslam in Pakistan
has forced them to turn to Iran for consola-
tion, if not survival. The Afghan Taliban “shura”
—whichPakistan “sheltered” in Quetta—and
the Islamic State, kill Hazaras, the local Shia
community that has done rather well as
Pakistanis. Nothing is more heart-rending in
Pakistan than to see the Hazaras being massa-
cred by fellow Muslims from as far away as
Punjab to cover themselves in glory.

If religion doesn’t give a stable national
identity, what should the state do to survive?
Looking at the Middle East before the Arab
Spring destroyed it, one can say that only au-
thoritarianism can keep religion at bay. The
region was reasonably stable before the idea
of democracy came to the fore in Egypt and
the religiously conservative Arabs thought
they should give democracy a chance. After
the radical-Islamist Ikhwan won the election
there, Egypt started falling apart forcing the
military to take over and prevent the Christian
Copts from being put to the sword.

Today, the “authoritarian” Gulf survives as
a stable region while “democratic” Tunisia,
Iraq, Syria and Libya face self-destruction. The
dictators had kept them going, posing no
threat to other Arab states ruled over by kings.

After the Arab Spring failed amid bloodshed,
the monarchs helped stabilise the dictators to
keep the Arab states going. Others, like oil-rich
Iraq and multi-racial Syria, are dangerous to
live inbecause of an absence of “national iden-
tity”. In Iran, where an authoritarian-clerical
governance has survived external threats,
peace is kept only through the removal of the
democratic opposition.

Stable states have well-entrenched na-
tional identities, but it is not religion that be-
stows national identity. Like Pakistan, Turkey
is going religious after removing an indirect
“secular” dictatorship; and its minorities are
feeling the heat. Itis also taking part in the re-
vival of the 19th century Turkish-Arab conflict
inLibya where rival United Arab Emirates and
Egypt are trying to impose a dictatorship to
“save” it from becoming “democratic” and,
therefore, self-destructive.

Fukuyama writes: “In the contemporary
world, diversity — based onrace, ethnicity, re-
ligion, gender, sexual orientation, and the like
— is both a fact of life and a value. For many
reasons, it is a good thing for societies.
Exposure to different ways of thinking can of-
ten stimulate innovation, creativity, and en-
trepreneurship. Diversity provides interest
and excitement.”

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan

Tilak, sedition, and a
few lessons

On Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s hundredth death
anniversary, what governments
canlearn from his two trials

ARVIND P DATAR

Indian press gloated over his conviction, the
ruling was criticised in England. One news-
paper wrote that there was hardly any evi-
dence that would justify such a severe sen-
tence and observed that if criticism was to
be punished as sedition, “the government is
ona perilous path”. The British press noted
that Strachey’s interpretation of “disaffec-
tion” would be unacceptable in England.
The partition of Bengal and the killing of

ALITTLE AFTER midnight, Bal Gangadhar
Tilak passed away in Bombay after a briefill-
ness exactly 100 years ago. Mahatma Gandhi
and Lala Lajpat Rai were amongst the many
leaders who were part of the funeral proces-
sion that was attended by an estimated
2,50,000 people. His death broughttoanend
an amazingly eventful 65-year journey that
marked the beginning of a systematic strug-
gle for the country’s freedom. This article is
confined to the two trials for sedition that
demonstrate how the judicial system was
misused to silence the voice of freedom.

TilaK's first trial for sedition had its origin
inthe famine of 1896.Itis hard to believe that
between 1876 and 1900, 18 famines oc-
curred, taking a staggering 19,000,000 lives.
Kesari, the weekly newspaper started by
Tilak, had a series of articles that criticised
the conduct of officials who insisted on col-
lectingland tax even during a famine, and for
not implementing the Famine Relief Code.
Bubonic plague struck Pune in 1897, which
incidentally forced the British administra-
tion to enact the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897.
To stem the spread of this contagious disease,
repressive measures were adopted by Walter
Charles Rand, who was appointed as a spe-
cial duty officer. Intense resentment was also
caused by the desecration of places of wor-
ship. Rand was killed by Damodar
Chaphekar, whowas convicted and hanged.
This provoked more anger, leading to further
repression. Tilak had written strong articles
condemning the brutality of the measures
adopted even before this murder. In addition,
Tilakalso wrote an article justifying the killing
of Afzal Khan by Shivaji. The Anglo-Indian
press bitterly criticised the British govern-
ment for not taking action against Tilak.

On July 27, 1897, Tilak was arrested and
tried for sedition before the Bombay High
Court. Ironically, the lawyer who secured
him bail, Dinshaw Davar, became the judge
who would pass a savage sentence on him
10years later.

It is a matter of deep regret that when
Tilak’s trial was about to begin, none of the
leading lawyers of the Bombay HC were
willing to appear for him. W C Bonnerjee, a
Congress leader, Moti Lal Ghosh, the founder
of the Amrit Bazar Patrika,and Rabindranath
Tagore collected almost Rs 20,000 from
donors and this was used to send two lead-
ing English barristers from Calcutta to ap-
pear for Tilak.

The trial before Justice Arthur Strachey
was a farce. Strachey’s address to the jury
was deplorable and it is almost unbelievable
thatanarticle on the killing of Afzal Khan by
Shivaji could be part of the foundation of a
case of sedition. Even more bizarre was
Strachey’s ruling that “disaffection” which
constitutes the offence of sedition, under
section 124A of the IPC, was simply “the ab-
sence of affection”. He sentenced Tilak to 18
months’ imprisonment. While the Anglo-

two English women by a bomb hurled by
Khudiram Bose led to large-scale repression.
The Anglo-Indian press attacked Tilak for
provoking the youth to engage in violent
protests. Once again, Tilak wrote several ar-
ticles in Kesari and asked the government to
stop repressing freedom. He pointed out that
the best way to stop violence and bombs
was to grant self-rule to the people of India
and, in one article, criticised the Explosives
Act. Once again, Tilak was arrested in June
1908 and charged with sedition. Initially, M
AJinnah appeared for Tilak and applied for
bail, but this was rejected by Justice Davar,
who had appeared for Tilak in 1897.

This second trial was once again a mere
formality. Tilak argued his own case. He
pointed out that the English translation of
his articles had serious errors and asked for
acorrectversion, but this plea was rejected.
The most shocking part of the trial was that
Tilak’s residence in Pune was searched, but
nothing was found except a card on which
Tilak had written the names of two books
onexplosives. Tilak explained that when he
was writing an article on the Explosives Act,
he came across the names of these two
books, but this card was the basis of an alle-
gation that Tilak was manufacturing bombs.

What was regrettable was that the jury
consisted of seven Englishmen/Anglo-
Indians and two Indians who eventually dis-
sented. Davar accepted the majority verdict
and sentenced Tilak to six years imprison-
ment. His articles, according to Davar, were
seething with sedition and approved the
committing of murder with bombs. He con-
cluded that Tilak’s journalism was a curse
for India. Tilak responded with these im-
mortal words: “I maintain that [ am inno-
cent. There are higher powers that rule the
destiny of things and it may be the will of
Providence that the cause which I represent
is to prosper more by my suffering than by
my remaining free.”

Tilak was sent to Mandalay jailin Burma
and returned in 1914. Justice Davar's judg-
ment came in for much criticism. Animpor-
tantquestionraised was that when the High
Court's jury panel contained several Marathi-
speaking Hindus, there was no explanation
for their exclusion. Davar’s verdict was also
criticised by several newspapers in England
except for The Times, which welcomed it. One
newspaper sarcastically remarked that the
trial could hardly be anillustration of the im-
partiality of the British justice system.

Tilak's imprisonment by invoking the
law of sedition failed to suppress the free-
dom struggle. The two trials teach us useful
lessons in dealing with public protests. A
wise government would do well to ascer-
tain the opposite viewpoint and have the
grace to correct its path wherever necessary.
Suppressing widespread dissent or criticism
has always proved counterproductive.

The writer is a Senior Advocate practising in
the Supreme Court

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LIMITED PURPOSE

THISREFERS TO the editorial,‘New policy;,
old test’ (IE, July 31). The NEP alone can-
not guarantee a transformationinthe ed-
ucation sector. One hopes that the in-
creased funds reaches the schools across
the country that do noteven have atoilet
or a roof. Teachers’ vacancies have to be
addressed. Itislaudable thatin highered-
ucation, the model has changed but the
issue of unemployment remains. English
is the language required for jobs and op-
portunities the world over.

SSPaul, Nadia

18 or 21

THISREFERS TO the article Tacking the easy
way out', (IE, July 31).In India, on attaining
the age of 18, a person is thought to have
the agency totake decisions for themselves
andthe society atlarge. The legal age of ma-
rriage should ideally be a little more than
this. There hasbeenalongstanding dema-
nd for a gender-neutral age of marriage.
MoSPI data suggests the average age of
marriage inIndiais 22.1 years, whereas for
rural India it is 21.7 years. An average wo-
manisalready getting married at 21 years.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

LIVES OF OTHERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'For the love of
dog' (IE, July 30). The piece underlines the
need for local authorities to conduct proper
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sterilisationdrives.As humanbeings, we sho-
uld be considerate of other sentient beings.
Varun Das, Zirakpur

WALLS SPEAK

THIS REFERS TO the editorial 'Amma's
things'(IEJuly31).The oft-spoken proverb,
“Evenwalls haveears” should haveanad-
dition, "and can speak as well” given the
inventory of the personal possessions
found at the home of the late Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister ] Jayalalithaa's. It reveals her
as a voracious reader. In contrast, the re-
covery of large amount of gold, silver and
thousands of clothes shows her predilec-
tion for personal gratification.

Azhar Ali Khan, Rampur
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Alan Parker with a
BAFTA in 2013. Reuters

BRITAIN
Alan Parker,
directorof
Midnight Express
diesat76

BRITISH FILMMAKER
Alan Parker, whose
movies included Bugsy
Malone, Midnight Express
and Evita, has died at 76.
A statement from the di-
rector’s family says
Parker died Friday in
London after a long ill-
ness. Parker was one of
Britain’s most successful
directors, whose diverse
body of work includes
Fame, Mississippi Burning,
The Commitments and
Angela’s Ashes. Together
his movies won 10
Academy Awards at 19
British Academy Film
Awards. Parker also
championed Britain’s
film industry, serving as
chairman of the British
Film Institute and the UK
Film Council. AP

BRITAIN
UK wins bid to
appeal Shamima

Begum case

THE UK government on
Friday won permission to
appeal againsta court rul-
ingallowing London-born
ISIS bride Shamima
Begum to return to Britain
to challenge stripping of
her British citizenship.
Bangladeshi-origin
Begum, now 20, was one
of three schoolgirls who
fled London to join ISIS in
Syria in 2015. The UK
Court of Appeal ruled that
the case must go to the
Supreme Court before she
isallowed backin because
the case raised a point of
law of public importance
thatonly the highest court
canresolve. PTI

USA
Amphibious
military vehicle
carrying 16 sinks;
1dead, 8 missing

ASEAFARING tankwith 15
Marines and a Navy sailor
aboard sank near a mili-
tary-owned island off the
coast of Southern
California, leaving one of
the Marines dead and
eight missing, authorities
said Friday. They were
travelling in the amphibi-
ous assault vehicle from
the shores of San
Clemente Island toaNavy
ship Thursday evening
when they reported that
the vehicle was taking on
water, a Marine Corps
spokesman said. Two of
the Marines who were
rescued were injured. The
incident took place during
aroutine military exercise,
the Marine Corps said. AP

MEANWHILE

DEGENERES APOLOGISES TO SHOW’S STAFF

Ellen DeGeneres apologised to the staff of her daytime TV talk show amid an internal
company investigation of complaints of a difficult and unfair workplace. “On day one of
our show, I told everyone in our first meeting that ‘The Ellen DeGeneres Show’ would be
aplace of happiness,” she wrote. Something changed, she said, “and for that, I am sorry”

Hong Kong postpones elections by
a year citing virus, Oppn cries foul

Pro-democracy camp was hoping for a sweeping win in Sept polls amid anger over new security law

YANNICHOW
& CAROL MANG
HONG KONG, JULY 31

HONG KONG leader Carrie Lam
on Friday postponed a
September 6 election to the
Chinese-ruled city’s legislature
by a year because of a rise in
coronavirus cases, dealing a
blow to the pro-democracy op-
position which had hoped to
make huge gains.

The United States quickly
condemned the move, saying it
was the latest example of Beijing
undermining democracy in the
Chinese-ruled territory.

“This action undermines the
democratic processes and free-
doms that have underpinned
Hong Kong’s prosperity,” White
House spokeswoman Kayleigh
McEnany told reporters.

The decision to delay the vote
came after 12 pro-democracy
candidates were disqualified
from running for perceived sub-
versive intentions and opposi-
tion to a sweeping new security
law imposed by Beijing, prompt-
ing questions among many
about whether the pandemic
was the real reason for the delay.

“Postponing the September
elections for a year is a cynical
move to contain a political emer-
gency, not a public health one,”
said Sophie Richardson, China

Ata press conference, Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam said the elections were being
postponed because authorities wanted to “ensure fairness, public safety and public health”. AP

director at Human Rights Watch.
“This simply allows Hong
Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam
to deny Hong Kong people their
right to choose their government.”
AveryNg, secretary-general of
the League of Social Democrats,
was equally sceptical.
“Obviously the Chinese
Communist Party is using Covid-
19asacoverto stop Hong Kongers
from voting against the govern-
ment and democrats’ potential

Vaccine will be available in
2021, Fauci assures ouse

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, JULY 31

ONCE A coronavirus vaccine is
approved as safe and effective,
Americans should have wide-
spread access within a reason-
able time, Dr Anthony Fauci as-
sured lawmakers Friday.
Appearing before a House
panel investigating the nation’s
response to the pandemic, Fauci
expressed “cautious” optimism
that a vaccine would be avail-
able, particularly by next year.
“I believe, ultimately, over a
period of time in 2021, that
Americans will be able to get it,”
Fauci said, referring to the vaccine.
There will be a priority list for

Dr Anthony
Fauci

who gets early vaccinations. “I
don’t think we will have every-
body getting it immediately,”
Fauci explained.

But “ultimately, within area-
sonable time, the plans allow for
any American who needs the
vaccine to getit,” he added.

Fauci, the nation’s top infec-
tious disease official, said a quar-
ter-million people have ex-
pressed interest in taking partin
studies of experimental vaccines.

Twitter says hackers
used phone to fool
staff and gain access

KELVIN CHAN
LONDON, JULY 31

TWITTER SAYS the hackers re-
sponsible for a recent high-pro-
file breach used the phone to fool
the social media company’s em-
ployees into giving them access.
The company revealed a few
more details late Thursday about
the hack earlier this month,
which it said targeted “a small
number of employees through a
phone spear-phishing attack.”
“This attack relied on a signif-
icant and concerted attempt to
mislead certain employees and
exploit human vulnerabilities to
gain access to our internal sys-
tems,” the company tweeted.
The July 15 attack compro-

mised the accounts of some of its
most high profile users, including
Tesla CEO Elon Musk, in a bid to
lure their followers into sending
money to a Bitcoin account.

After stealing employee cre-
dentials and getting into Twitter's
systems, the hackers were able to
target other employees who had
access to account support tools,
the company said.

Twitter said it would provide
amore detailed report later.

British cybersecurity analyst
Graham Cluley said his guess was
that a targeted Twitter employee
or contractor received a message
by phone asking them to call a
number. The hackers could then
use “social engineering” tech-
niques to trick the victim into
handing over their credential. AP

majority win,” he told Reuters.

“Together with the mass dis-
qualification of candidates, the
CCP... only allows an election in
which they can control the out-
come to take place.”

Germany announced it
would suspend its extradition
agreement with Hong Kong fol-
lowing Lam’s decision.

The opposition had aimed to
ride a wave of resentment over
the national security law towina

majority in the Legislative Council,
where half the seats are directly
elected with the other half filled
mostly by pro-Beijing appointees.
Lam said she had toinvoke an
emergency law to make the post-
ponement and no political con-
siderations were involved. China’s
Parliament would decide how to
fill the legislative vacuum, she
added. She told reporters the de-
cision was aimed at safeguarding
people’s health. REUTERS

China-backed
hackers targeted
vaccine firm,
says US official
CHRISTOPHERBING

&MARISATAYLOR
WASHINGTON, JULY 31

CHINESE GOVERNMENT-LINKED
hackers targeted biotech com-
pany Moderna Inc, a US-based
coronavirus vaccine research de-
veloper, this year in a bid to steal
data, according toaUS security of-
ficial tracking Chinese hacking.

China on Friday rejected the
accusation that hackers linked to
it had targeted Moderna.

Last week, the US Justice
Department made public an in-
dictment of two Chinese nation-
als accused of spying on the
United States, including three
unnamed US-based targets in-
volved in medical research to
fight the novel coronavirus.

Moderna, which announced
its Covid-19 vaccine candidate in
January, confirmed that the com-
pany had beenin contact with the
FBI and was made aware of the
suspected “information recon-
naissance activities” by the hack-
ing group mentioned in last
week’s indictment. REUTERS

Britain tightens lockdown rules in
northern England amld rising cases

PHILNOBLE
MANCHESTER, JULY 31

BRITAIN IMPOSED tougher lock-
downs across swathes of north-
ernEngland afterarisein therate
of coronavirus transmissions.

Britain reported its highest
number of infections in more than
a month on Thursday, as Prime
Minister Boris Johnson spoke of a
second wave in Europe and put
people on alert about more quar-
antine restrictions.

More than 4 million people
were ordered not to mix with
other households in Greater
Manchester, the biggest city in
northern England, parts of West

UK PM Boris Johnson on a
police bike Thursday. He has
asked people to remain alert
about new quarantine
restrictions. Reuters

Yorkshire and East Lancashire,
though they can still go to the
pub and to work.

“The problem with this
virus is that it thrives on the so-
cial contact which makes life
worth living,” Health Secretary
Matt Hancock said. “We can see
that second wave in Europe,”
he added.

Asked by the BBC if the UK
was now entering a second
wave, Hancock said: “It is not
yet and we are absolutely de-
termined to take the action that
isneeded.”

The measures were intro-
duced hastily during the start of
the annual Eid al-Adha “feast of
sacrifice”, disrupting the celebra-
tionthat marks the end of Ramzan
for hundreds of thousands of
British Muslims. REUTERS

Thousands rally in
Pakistan in support
of killer of American

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ISLAMABAD, JULY 31

THOUSANDS OF radical
Islamists rallied on Friday in
northwestern Pakistan in sup-
port of a man who earlier this
week walked into a courtroom
in the city of Peshawar and
gunned down a US citizen on
trial for blasphemy.

The American, Tahir Naseem,
died of his wounds before he
could be taken to hospital while
the gunman, Faisal Khan, was
taken into custody.

The US State Department
said Naseem was standing trial
after being “lured to Pakistan”
from his home inIllinois and en-
trapped by the country's contro-
versial blasphemy law, whichin-
ternational rights groups have
sought to have repealed.

The US statement did not
elaborate on the circumstances
in which Naseem came to be in
the South Asian country.

The blasphemy law calls for

the death penalty for anyone
found guilty of insulting Islam.
Butin Pakistan, the mere allega-
tion of blasphemy can cause
mobs toriot and vigilantes to kill
those accused.

“We are shocked, saddened,
and outraged that American cit-
izen Tahir Naseem was killed
yesterday inside a Pakistani
courtroom,” read the State
Department statement, released
on Thursday.

Pakistani officials said
Naseem was charged with blas-
phemy after he declared him-
self Islam's prophet. Police in
Peshawar, who originally iden-
tified him as Tahir Shameem
Ahmed but later corrected
themselves, said he was ar-
rested two years ago. The as-
sailant was also initially identi-
fied incorrectly, as Khalid Khan.
It was later learned his real
name is Faisal Khan.

It wasn’t clear how he man-
aged to enter the courtroom on
Wednesday and get past secu-
rity with a weapon.

Pakistan artillery
kills 15 civilians in
Afghanistan: Kabul

REUTERS
KABUL, QUETTA, JULY 31

CROSS-BORDER ARTILLERY fire
by Pakistan killed at least 15 civil-
ians in Afghanistan on Thursday;,
Afghan officials said, prompting
Kabul to put its ground and air
forces on alert.

The artillery fire came after
clashes between Pakistani and
Afghan security forces at the
closed Chaman-Spin Boldak bor-
der crossing, where crowds on
both sides were waiting to cross
for the festival of Eid al-Adha.

“If the Pakistani military con-
tinues its rocket attacks on
Afghan territory, they will face
retaliation by the Afghan army,”
Afghanistan’s defence ministry
said in a statement.

Pakistan’s foreign office and
military did notimmediately re-
spond to Reuters’ requests for
comment, but Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi told re-
porters that the matter had been
taken up with Afghan authori-

AFTER TWEETING ABOUT POSTPONING ELECTION, HE NOW SAYS HE WANTS NO DELAY

Trump faces rare GOP rebuke over tweet

RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

STEVEPEOPLES
NEW YORK, JULY 31

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
repeatedly tests the Republican
Party’s limits onissues including
race, trade and immigration.
Now, he has struck a boundary.
GOP officials from New
Hampshire to Mississippi to
Iowa quickly pushed back
against Trump’s suggestion on
Thursday that it might be neces-

*

*
**ir*
* k

Trump on avisit to the American Red Cross National
Headquarters in Washington. Reuters

sary to delay the November elec-
tion — which he cannot do with-
out congressional approval —
because of the unfounded threat
of voter fraud. They reassured
voters that the election would
proceed on the constitutionally
mandated day as it has for more

SYSTEM ALREADY BEING USED BY COUNTRIES TAKING PART IN BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

China offi

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING, JULY 31

CHINAIS celebrating the comple-
tion of its BeiDou Navigation
Satellite System that could rival
the US Global Positioning System
and significantly boost China’s
security and geopolitical clout.
President XiJinping, the leader
of the ruling Communist Party
and the People’s Liberation Army;,
officially commissioned the sys-
tem Friday at a ceremony at the
Great Hall of the People in Beijing.
That followed a declaration
that the 55th and final geostation-

ary satellite in the constellation
launched June 23 was operating
after having completed all tests.

The satellite is part of the
third iteration of the BeiDou sys-
tem known as BDS-3, which be-
gan providing navigation serv-
ices in 2018 to countries taking
part in China’s sprawling “Belt
and Road” infrastructure initia-
tive along with others.

As well as being a navigation
aid with an extremely high de-
gree of accuracy, the system of-
fers short message communica-
tion of up to 1,200 Chinese
characters and the ability to
transmit images.

than two centuries.

Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley
was especially blunt: “All I can
say is, it doesn’t matter what one
individual in this country says.
We still are a country based on
the rule of law, and we want to
follow the law.”

Amodel of the BeiDou system in China’s Zhuhai city. Reuters file

Increasingly important amid US tensions

BY COMPLETING

BeiDou, China now has

its own satellite naviga-
tion system to compete
with the US’s GPS,
Russia’s GLONASS and the
European Union’s Galileo. Of
these, the GPS is the most
widely used, not just for per-

EXPLAINED

sonal navigation, but
also for more sensitive
military purposes. As
® Washington-Beijing ties
continue to deteriorate,
itbecomes more important
than ever for China to have a
navigation system that the US
does not have control over.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin said the system is
already in use in more than half
the world’s nations and stressed

China’s dedication to the peace-

ful use of space and desire to

work with other countries.
“China is willing to continue

New Hampshire Gov. Chris
Sununu vowed his state would
hold its elections as scheduled:
“End of story.” Rep. Liz Cheney, R-
Wyo., who leads the House
Republican Conference, said, “The
resistance to this idea among
Republicans is overwhelming.”

The top Republicans in the
House and Senate also distanced
themselves from the notion of a
delayed election.

The President did not deny that
he was trying to cast doubt about
theelectionresults when asked di-
rectly during Thursday’s press
briefing. Instead, he repeatedly
cited the prospect of voter fraud.

“I don’t want to delay. [ want
to have the election. But I also
don’t want to wait for three
monthsand then find out that the
ballots are all missing, and the
election doesn’t mean anything,”
Trump said, warning of the possi-
bility of “a crooked election”. AP

icially Comm13810ns BelDou sat navigation system to rival GPS

to strengthen exchanges and co-
operationin space and share the
achievements of space develop-
ment with other countries on
the basis of mutual respect,
openness, inclusiveness, equal-
ity and mutual benefit,” Wang
said at a daily briefing.

While China says it seeks co-
operation with other satellite nav-
igation systems, BeiDou could ul-
timately compete against GPS,
Russia’'s GLONASS and the
European Union’s Galileo net-
works. That’s similar to how
Chinese phone makers and other
producers of sophisticated hard-
ware have taken on foreign rivals.

ties and hoped it would be re-
solved amicably.

Pakistan and Afghanistan are
both US allies but their relations
have rarely been close.

Afghanistan has for years ac-
cused Pakistan of supporting
Taliban militants. Pakistan de-
nies doing soand in turn accuses
Afghanistan of supporting mili-
tants fighting the Pakistani gov-
ernment.

The governor of the south-
eastern Afghan province of
Kandahar, Hayatullah Hayat, said
the shells fellin residential areas
of Spin Boldak and that women
and children were among the 15
dead and 80 wounded.

Hospital officials in Pakistan
told Reuters three bodies and 20
people suffering bullet wounds
had been brought after the
clashes between protesters and
security forces.

They exchanged fire when
crowds waiting to cross into
Afghanistan became unruly and
attacked Pakistani installations, a
Pakistani official said.

Obama at the funeral of
John Lewis. Reuters

Obama takes
aim at Trump
in fiery eulogy
for John Lewis

RICH MCKAY &
NATHANLAYNE
ATLANTA, JULY 31

IN A fiery eulogy for longtime US
Representative John Lewis on
Thursday, former President
Barack Obama took a series of
thinly veiled shots at the actions
of his successor that he said tore
at the legacy of the Black civil
rights icon being laid to rest.
The funeral for Lewis, who
played an instrumental role in
passing the Voting Rights Act of
1965, came on the same day
Republican President Donald
Trump suggested the Nov. 3 elec-
tion could be delayed. Trump has
also waged a war against mail-
in ballots, a tactic critics say is
aimed at suppressing votes.
“We no longer have to guess
the number of jelly beansinajar
inorder to cast a ballot,” Obama
said in the eulogy, referring to
one way Black people were once
disqualified at the ballot box.
“Butevenaswesit here, there
are those in power doing their
darnedest to discourage people
from voting by closing polling lo-
cations and targeting minorities
with restrictive ID laws and at-
tacking our voting rights with sur-
gical precision,” he said. REUTERS
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MOVE NOT FEASIBLE, SAY PUNJAB, BIHAR, KERALA

GST compensation: Some state FMs object to market
borrowing proposal, suggest steps to shore up revenue

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

ASSTATES oppose the proposal for
them to borrow to bridge the rev-
enue gap under the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime, some
states have suggested raising tax
ratesand bringing moreitemsinto
the ambit of compensation cess to
shore up revenues.

Punjab Finance Minister
Manpreet Singh Badal, in a letter
toUnion Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman Friday, took strong ob-
jectiontorecentreports of the cen-
tral government not having the
moneyor the obligation to pay GST
compensation to states, stating
that Centre had provided “innu-
merable assurances”in the run-up
to GST for “assured and unhin-
dered compensation”.

Punjab is already operating
with a GST deficit of over 45 per

The matter
athand
o

EXPLAINED

AFTER FINANCE Ministry
officials are reported to
have cited their inability to
pay statesin the near future
in a Parliamentary panel
meeting on Tuesday, fol-
lowed by alegal opinion by
AG suggesting that the
Centre does not have the
obligation to pay, states
have stressed upon the
commitment of compen-
sation made at the time of
the GSTroll-out in 2017.

cent, Badal said, adding the GST
Compensation Act hasbeenacen-
tral legislation and the obligation
to pay compensation follows from
the law’s enactment. He has sug-

gested five measures — ad-valor-
em compensation cess to factorin
inflation, subsuming central excise
duty on cigarettes and tobacco
products in compensation cess,
settlement of pending IGST dues,
bringing back certain items into
the 28 per cent tax slab and inclu-
sion of services consumed by rich
in the topmost 28 per cent slab —
as possible solutions for reducing
the revenue gap and hence the
burden of compensation tostates.

“Any shortfall after these ad-
justments may be met through
central borrowings. This will be
both efficient in terms of the cost
of borrowing as well as equity.
States should not be made tobear
the burden of borrowing, which
inany case is likely to be higher
than the rate at which the central
government will be able to bor-
row,” Badal said.

Kerala Finance Minister
Thomas Isaac said, “AG opinion

India inks air bubble deal with Kuwait,
even after being denied travel relaxations

Talks on for similar
arrangement with
the UK, Canada

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

A DAY after Kuwait announced
lifting of travel ban for its residents
across the world, except those
from seven countries, including
India, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)said a ‘trans-
port bubble’ arrangement has
been signed with Kuwait “to uplift
stranded passengers both to and
fromIndia”. Asenior government
official said the Centre was in talks
with the UK and Canada to sign
arrangements for such ‘transport
bubble’.

“To allow gradual movement
of passenger traffic during the
COVID-19 situation, ‘Transport
Bubble’ agreements have been
signed with USA, France, and
Germany. Recently, ‘Transport
Bubble’ agreement has also been
signed with Kuwait to uplift
stranded passenger both to/from
India. More similar arrangements
are likely to fructify and ease pas-
senger movements from different
countries,” the DGCA said.

In a tweet Thursday, Kuwait's
Center for Government Commu-
nication said: “Allowing citizens
and residents of the country to
travel to and from Kuwait, except
forresidents coming from the fol-
lowing countries: SriLanka, India,
The Philippines, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Iran and Pakistan”.

India’s other ‘transport bub-
bles’ with France and Germany

are also subject to the countries
and the European Union allowing
Indian citizens to arrive into their
jurisdictions — something they
currently do not allow.

A senior government official
said the transport bubble arrange-
ments mean that airlines of both
countries will be permitted to fly
passengers both ways, but alluded
to the fact that restrictions im-
posed by India’s Home Ministry
and the foreign countries could
mean only those who clear these
checks will be able to travel out or
in. The Ministry of Civil Aviation,
and Air India were looking to op-
erate flights to Hong Kong, but the
Ministry said the Hong Kong ad-
ministration was not allowing
flights from certain points of ori-
gin, including India.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

‘Give one-time recast facility to all borrowers’

SUNNYVERMA
&SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,JULY 31

THERESERVE Bank of India should
provide a one-time restructuring
facility to all loan accounts irre-
spective of time and category of
borrowers, said Satish Marathe, di-
rector on the RBI's Central Board.
The demand comes ahead of
the completion of the six-month
moratorium on August 31, and is
in line with growing concerns on
expected rise in non-performing
assets in the year ended March
2021. Marathe has called for gov-
ernment to reduce its holding in
state-owned banks to 26 per cent
and not go for bank privatisation.

—— BRIEFLY —

Coresector

output shrinks

New Delhi: Output of eight
coreindustries shrank 15 per
cent June due to fall in out-
putof coal, crude oil, natural
gas, steel, cement & electric-
ity. Meanwhile, fiscal deficit
in the first quarter of FY21
widened toRs6.62 lakh cro-
re of budget estimates. PTI

Airtel seeks

lowertaxes

New Delhi: Bharti Airtel
chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal
Friday said the Centre must
review high tax rates and
levies applicable currently in
the telecom sector. Meanw-
hile, RILCMD Mukesh Amb-
ani again demanded policy
intervention from the Cen-
tre to end 2G services. ENS

Nointerim chief
for WTOyet

Brussels: The World Trade
Organization (WTO) has
failed to select a caretaker
chief due to an impasse
among members who must
still agree by Novemberona
replacement for outgoing
Director-General Roberto
Azevedo, the Geneva-based
body said Friday. REUTERS

Allaccounts thatcameinstress
from April 1,2019, should be given
an opportunity for one-time re-
structuring without any down-
grade. “One-timerestructuring for
all accounts, irrespective of the
time or category of borrowers, we
should give this facility. This | have
said onthe background of acontin-
uous slowdown of more than two
years.Lockdown came onthe back
of this continuous slowdown, that
has putoureconomyin furtherdis-
tress leading to an unprecedented
situation,” he said. “We wrotetothe
Finance Minister and Prime
Minister also(as the founder mem-
ber of NGO Sahakar Bharati)... be-
cause I have beeninteracting with
several MSMEs, small and big ur-
ban cooperative banks.”

Inits Financial Stability Report,
the RBI has projected that in a
“very severe stressed scenario”, the
gross NPAs of the banking sector
couldrise toas highas 14.7 per cent
of total loans by March 2021.

The government should keep
its stake in public sector at a mini-
mum of 26 per cent and rest be
sold to retail investors and staff to
createanew ownership structure
that promotes efficiency, he said
in an interaction with The Indian
Express.Healso called for bringing
employees’ “skinin the game” and
argued that employees of state-
owned banks should be given sig-
nificant stock options and shares
to create a sense of ownership.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Privatisation of healthier PSBs
should be on table: Acharya

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, JULY 31

ADAY after the central bank pro-
posed dilution of the Centre’s
stakes in public sector banks
(PSBs) to 26 per cent, former RBI
Deputy Governor Viral Acharya
proposed divestment and even
privatisation of healthier PSBs.
“In my opinion, the divest-
mentsareafirststep...divestment
beyond majority stake, because
theywill help relax the fiscal con-
straint,” he said, adding, “Perhaps
privatisation of some of the healt-
hiest public sector banks — relativ-
ely healthier public sector banks
— should also be on the table.”
While launching his book ‘Qu-
est for Restoring Financial Stability
inIndia’, Acharya said the Narasi-
mham committee had said that
government stake in PSBs should
be lowered to 30 per cent and
there should be synergistic merg-
ersdesigned with between banks

‘Direct deficit
financing should
be last resort’

Mumbai: Former RBI Gove-
rnor D Subbarao said direct
financing of deficit by RBI
should be absolutely the last
resort “nomatter that today’s
crisis is extraordinary”. “The
case for direct financing is
made on the argument that
government borrowing this
year has ballooned way be-
yond normal,” he said. ENS

where there is complementarity.
In a presentation to Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi, Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) officials had propos-
ed cutting the Centre’s stake in
PSU banks to 26 per centand lon-
ger tenure for the chiefs of PSBs.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Record 11% rise in Apple Q2 revenue

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

DESPITE SMARTPHONE sales co-
ming to a halt for at least a couple
of months in many countries due
tothe pandemic, Apple managed
a quarterly revenue of $59.7 bil-
lion, arise of 11 per cent from the

year-ago quarter. Research firm
Canalys said Apple was the only
company that grew in Q2, ship-
ping45.1 millioniPhones globally,
arise of 25 per cent year-on-year.

CEOTim Cooksaid the “record
June quarter was driven by dou-
ble-digit growthinboth Products
and Services and growth in each
of our geographic segments”.

seems to be that if there is no
money in cess fund it's upto GST
Council to make appropriate
arrangements. Fine. But the
Centre has 1/3rd votes in Council.
No decision can be taken with-
outits concurrence. So the ques-
tion is, what is its stance? To pay
or not to pay?”

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Kumar Modi also concurred
with the view that borrowing by
states or the Centre, if to be repaid
from the compensation cess fund,
is not feasible. Instead the Centre
must consider raising the long
pending demand of raising the fis-
cal deficit limit for states to allow
them toborrow more. “States have
already been demanding raising
the fiscal deficit limit uncondition-
ally from 3.5 per cent to4 per cent
(of GSDP). States should be al-
lowed to borrow more, which is
not to be paid through the com-
pensation cess fund. And even if

that condition is put, nobody will
give you that loan because there
won'tbemuchmoney in thatkitty
(compensation cess fund). So, if
there are not enough cess collec-
tions, then ultimately you have to
pay from the consolidated fund (of
states),” he said.

Modi said the only solution is
toraise GST rates. “Not only states
but the Centre is also getting less
revenue and I don’t think it is fea-
sible for the Centre to borrow and
compensate states. It is not a one-
time affair, it is going to continue
for another 1 year or 2 years or
more. Sotheonly otheroption left
is to increase the tax rates, which
will have to be decided by the GST
Council. Pandemic will continue
for amuch longer time, so ulti-
mately you will have to decide af-
ter 1 month, 2 months or 3
months, whether it is inverted
duty structure or tax rates, so that
thereisless revenueloss,” he said.

Forex reserves rise by $5 bn
to hit fresh high of $522 bn

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 31

THE COUNTRY'S foreign exchange
reserves rose by another $5 billion
inthe week-ended July 24 to hita
new high of $522 billion. With
this, India has seen its forex re-
serves expand by $94 billion over
the past 10 months.

While the reserves have been
driven by arise in foreign portfo-
lio investment and foreign direct
investment, and has been sup-
ported by lower crude oil prices

House panel
submits final
report on Code
on Social Security

New Delhi: Concerned over the ex-
clusion of ‘unemployment insur-
ance for unorganised sector work-
ers’, the Standing Committee on
Labour recommended the gov-
ernment to incorporate it in the
Code on Social Security to deal
with unprecedented labour mar-
ketsituations. Inits finalreporton
the Code submitted on Friday, the
Committee has also flagged the
vagueness of the Financial Memo-
randum, stating that it does not
quantify estimated expenditure
or source of revenue.

It also proposed reducing the
continuous service period from
five years to one for getting gratu-
ity,along with suggesting extend-
ing social security benefits to all
workers without discrimination
ordifferentiation, inclusion of “ex-
change of services” in the defini-
tion of establishment with a pro-
vision of under 10 workers. ENS

and decline inimports onaccount
of the pandemic, experts say that
it has provided much needed re-
lief to the economy.

The RBI data released on
Friday shows that in the week-
ended]uly 3, foreign currency as-
sets expanded by $3.6 billion to
$480.5 billion.

Despite the COVID-19-related
stress on the economy and the
country going into a stringent
lockdown towards the end of
March, the first seven months of
calendar 2020 have seen arrise of
$65 billion in forex reserves.

International market data till 1900 IST

FinMin working with RBI on loan
recast, moratorium extension: FM

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 31

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman Friday has said the
government is working with the
Reserve Bank of India on restruc-
turing of loans and extension of
moratoriumon termloans. Banks
cannot refuse credit to MSMEs
under the emergency credit line
guarantee scheme and any refusal
should be reported, she said.
“The focusis onrestructuring.

Google, FB get 3 mths
to negotiate with

Australian media “fair
pay for news content’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CANBERRA, JULY 31

THE AUSTRALIAN government
said Friday it plans to give Google
and Facebook three months tone-
gotiate with Australian media busi-
nesses fair pay for news content.

In releasing a draft of a
mandatory code of conduct, the
government aims to succeed
where other countries have
failed in making the global dig-
ital giants pay for news si-
phoned from commercial me-
dia companies.

Google said Australia’s draft
code was a heavy-handed step
that could impede the digital
economy.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg
said Google and Facebook would
be the first digital platforms tar-
geted by the proposed legislation
butothers could follow. It's about
afair-go for Australian news me-
dia businesses, Frydenberg said.

FM Nirmala Sitharaman.
@nsitharaman Twitter handle

Finance Ministry is actively en-
gaged with RBI on this. In princi-
ple, the idea that there may be a

restructuring required, is well
taken,” she said in an interaction
with FICC], as per a statement is-
sued by the industry chamber.

On concerns raised by FICCI
members in raising loans under
ECLGS, she said “banks cannot re-
fuse credit to MSMEs covered un-
deremergency credit facility. If re-
fused, such instances must be
reported. [willlookintoit.” Banks
have sanctioned 43.5 per cent of
the targeted Rs 3 lakh crore under
the ECLGS for stressed MSMEs as
of July 23, official data shows.

No need for moratorium

beyond Aug 3I:

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JULY 31

AFTER HDFC chief Deepak Parekh,
State Bank of India (SBI) Chairman
Rajnish Kumar Friday came out
against extending the moratori-
umon term loanrepayments bey-
ond August. “Most bankers, inclu-
ding myself, believe that there is
no need foramoratorium beyond
August 31,” he said. “We are confi-
dent that six months is long eno-
ugh forallowing non-repayment.”

Bankers are worried thatloan
restructuring, if allowed, will be
misused by corporates. Loan
moratorium by the RBI is being
misused some borrowers who
have the capacity to pay up.

SBI Chairman

SBI QI standalone
net profit rises 81%

Mumbai: SBI posted a 81 per
cent rise in standalone net
profittoRs 4,189 crore for the
quarter ended in June as
against Rs 2,312 crore in the
same period of last year.

NPAs fell during the quar-
ter, while gross NPAs were
down at 5.44 per cent of ad-
vances from 7.53 per cent a
year ago.ENS

Parekh had earlier this week
urged Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das not to extend the
loan moratorium beyond August.
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Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

Government of Rajasthan
RMSCL

"Mukhyamantri Nishulak Dava Yojana"
Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan,
Phone No. : 0141-2228066, 2228064 Fax No. 0141-2228065
Website : http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in  CIN: U24232RJ2011SGC035067
E_mail : edprmsc@nic.in

Tilak Marg, Jaipur-302005, India

Ref. No.: F.02(298)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB-21/2020/1376

Dated: 30.07.2020
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Notice Inviting E-Bid
Short Term E-bids are invited upto 3.00 PM of 05.08.2020 for E-BID FOR RATE
CONTRACT CUM SUPPLY AND EMPANELMENT OF DRUGS AND MEDICINES.
Details of NIB may be seen in the Bidding Documents at our office or at the website of|
State Public procurement Portal http://sppp.raj.nic.in (UBN- MSC2021GLRC00039),

www.dipronline.org, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in
and may be downloaded from there.
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UBN NO.-SOC2021GLRC00009
DIPR/C/5969/2020

Y Rajasthan Co-operative Dairy Federation Limited

"SARAS SANKUL" J.L.N. MARG, JAIPUR-302017, Telefax: 0141-2702135
e-mail: dpm-rcdf@rajasthan.gov.in, Website: www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in

No. RCDF/F.6/DPM/(7166-XXV)/2020/ Dated: 29.07.2020
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Single Stage two-envelopes unconditional Technical and Financial e-tenders/ Bids are invited by

Rajasthan Co-operative Dairy Federation Limited, from experienced manufacturers having

manufacturing facilities situated in Rajasthan and its adjoining states only, for service contract of

conversion of surplus milk into Ag-mark Ghee and ISI mark SMP & WMP to be supplied by our

milk unions. Brief particulars of the procurement are given below:

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL S. M. S. MEDICAL COLLEGE
& CONTROLLER OF THE ATTACHED HOSPITALS, JAIPUR
No-F/MC/Store /Covid-19/ 2020-21/ 18115-20 Dated:-29/7/2020

E- TENDER NOTICE No. 56-70/2020-21

The office of the Principal and Controller of the attached hospitals, Jaipur, SMS
medical college, Jawaharlal Nehru Marg, Jaipur invites Online Bid supply and
installation of equipments/items for establishing of RTPCR lab at PMQ's at Tonk,
Sawai-madhopur, Karuli, Dausa and Dholpur and for equipments for EYE
department Bharatpur from reputed firms/companies/Individuals having nationally
and internationally.

Date of Bid Bid Total | Total Value UBN No.
i Tender issi Opening | ltems of NIT
Documents End Date Date inNIT| (In Lac)
31/07/2020 At 10-08-2020 at| 11-08-2020 15 Rs. 440.50 | SMS 2021GLOB00182 To
02:00 PM 04:00 PM | at 11:30 AM (Approx) | SMS 2021GSOB00196

1. All other information related to this NIT can be seen and downloaded from web
site http://eprocrajasthan.gov.in and http:/sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

2.Tender  shall be  submitted online only through  website
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
Sd/-

DIPR/C/5958/2020 PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER

UTTAR PRADESH METRO RAIL CORPORATION LIMITED

(Formerly known as LUCKNOW METRO RAIL CORPORATION LIMITED)
Administrative Building, Vipin Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow - 226010

The Complete Bidding Document can be obtained from our website www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in. Bid will be submitted on
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in (UBN CDF2021SLRC00372)

Approximate value|Last time and date| Period of | Validity period| Price of Bidding| Amount of Bid weTRO RAL
of Services for receiving Bids | the Contract| of Bids Document Security CORPORATION LIMITED
Rupess 15.00 Upto3.00PMof |12months | 120 Days Rs. 1000 Rs. 30,00,000/-

Crores 02/09/2020 (Rupees thirty Lac)

General Manager (DPM & Projects)

Raj. Samwad/C/2990/2020-21

BNPAWS-17/332/2020-21

BARAMATI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, BARAMATI
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-Tender Notice No.09/2020-21(Online) Parent Portal:http://mahatender.gov.in

The Chief Officer, Baramati Municipal Council, Baramati invites e-tender (online)
under vishesh vaishithyapurna fund for work mentioned below, on percentage rate
basis in form B1, from the registered contractors from PWD,MJP, CPWD and Irrigation
Department in appropriate class or who are experienced in similar type of work and
having bidding capacity and from those who can fulffill the qualification conditions. The

Dated:31/07/2020

detail tender notice and qualification conditions are available on
http:mahatender.gov.in, which can be downloaded free of cost.
E- Name of Work Estimated | Earnest Time | Cost of e- | Class of
Tender Cost of Money limit tender |Registrati
Work Work document on
No. (non
refundable)
1. Proposed 8,88,79,321/-|8,88,800/-| 4 Months| 10,000/- As
Construction of 165 (Including mentioned
ML Capacity mansoon) above
R.C.C.balancing
tank at G.No.362 &
363 Balancing Tank,
For Baramati
Municipal Council,
Baramati, Dist.Pune.
Sub Work;-Earth
work Excavation
1 [Publication of tender 04/08/2020 - - -
2 [Document Download 04/08/2020 11.00 25/08/2020 15.00
3 |Prebid Meeting 14/08/2020 11.00 - -
4 |Bid Submission 04/08/2020 11.00 25/08/2020 15.00
5 |Opening of Technical Envelope | 31/08/2020 11.00
6 |Opening of Financial Envelope | 03/09/2020 11.00
E

-tender notice of above work is available on NIC'’s website http://mahatenders.gov

Sd/-
Chief Officer
Baramati Municipal Council, Baramati

Ref: UPMRC/CE-CONTRACT/2020-21 Date: 01 August, 2020
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

1. Uttar Pradesh Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. invites open tenders through competitive
bidding for-

a) Contract AGCC-01: Construction of elevated viaduct and 3 Nos. elevated
Metro Stations (vis. Taj East Gate, Basai & Fatehabad Road) including Civil,
Architectural Finishes, Water Supply, Fire Fighting, Fire Detection, E&M
works and PEB structures on Priority Corridor-1 of Agra Metro.

b) Contract AGCC-03: Civil, PEB and E&M works for construction of depot cum
workshop, including O&M quarters & structural, architectural, plumbing,
external development, VAC, firefighting, etc. at PAC Land Depot for
corridor-1 of Agra Metro.

c) Contract: LKTM-01 (R1): Track Maintenance from CCS Airport to
Munshipulia Metro Station and Transport Nagar Depot of Lucknow Metro.

. Tender documents can be purchased between 09:30 Hours to 17:30 Hours (IST) on
any working day from 06.08.2020 for tenders a), b) & c) from the office of Uttar
Pradesh Metro Rail Corporation Limited, Lucknow.

3. Forfurther details, please visit UPMRCL website www.upmetrorail.com.

Kumar Keshav, (Managing Director)

N

7=z~ PUNJAB POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
==#: VATAVARAN BHAWAN, NABHA ROAD, PATIALA

e-TENDER NOTICE

Punjab Pollution Control Board invites e-Tender for the Supply,
Installation, Commissioning, Operation & Maintenance Services of 08
Nos. Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations to be installed
at Ludhiana and Amritsar (04 each),

Important Dates and Times

1. Sale of Bid Documents from

10.08.2020 (09.00 A.M.) to
10.09.2020 (02.00 P.M.)
10.09.2020 (05.00 PM.)
17.08.2020 (11.00 A.M.)
Opening of Technical Bid 11.09.2020 (11.00 A.M.)
5. Opening of Financial Bid (To be intimated later)

1. The Tenderer should be the manufacturer (original equipment-
Manutacturer) or authorized representative of the manufacturer,
who on its own or along with his associate as O&M partner meets
the qualifying requirment stipulated for participation in the tender.

2. It is mandatory for the Tenderer who wish to participate in the e-
Tendering Process to get themselves registered with the web por-
tal www.eproc.punjab.gov.in & get User ID, Password & Class 2 &
Class 3 Digital Signatures.

3. Interested Tenderer can purchase the tender document through
online mode only from website www.eproc.punjab.gov.in by mak-
ing a payment of Rs. 5000/- through Demand Draft in favour of
Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board, payable at
Patiala.

4. Detailed specificetions and other terms and conditions can be
downloaded from the website i.e. www.eproc.punjab.gov.in.

5. The Pre-bid meeting will be held in the Committee Room of Punjab
Pollution Control Board, Vatavaran Bhawan, Nabha Road, Patiala.

6. The instructions with regard to COVID-19 and Social Distancing
shall be maintained during meeting.

Corrigendum, if any, will be issued on website only.
MEMBER SECRETARY

Tender Closing Date
Pre-Bid Meeting Date

bl e

57631/PB E-Mail: msppcb@gmail.com
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NRAI postpones camp for core group

The national shooting federation has postponed the compulsory training camp
for its Olympic core group planned here from Saturday after taking into the
account the situation arising out of the pandemic. On Thursday, a shooting
coach at Dr. Karni Singh Range tested positive for COVID-19 but the

development will not force a closure of the facility.

PTI

‘If we are not seen praising iconic players,
fans tend to assume that we are antagonistic’

Manjrekar ‘happy to apologise’ for reinstatement in commentary panel

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, JULY 31

FIVE MONTHS after he was removed from
the BCCI commentary panel, former crick-
eter Sanjay Manjrekar has written to Board
president Sourav Ganguly and other mem-
bers of the Apex Council explaining his po-
sition and offering to apologise “if [ have
offended anyone.”

Manjrekar stated that he would be “happy
to apologise” and that the sacking has
“shaken my confidence” and was a “big jolt”.
In this communication accessed by The Indian
Express, Manjrekar noted that he was told by
an BCCl official on phone that he was sacked
because “some players had an issue with me
asacommentator”.

The mail was a precursor to another letter
the former batsman wrote to Board officials
requesting his reinstatement in the commen-
tary panel for the upcoming edition of the
Indian Premier League - most likely to be held
in the United Arab Emirates - and promising
to abide by the regulations set by the BCCIL.

“You are already in receipt of the email I
sent to explain my position as commentator.
With the IPLdates announced, beci.tv will pick
its commentary panel soon. [ will be happy to
workas per the guidelines laid by you. After all,
we are working on what s essentially your pro-
duction. Last time, maybe there was not
enough clarity on this issue,” he wrote.

Ithas been speculated that Manjrekar was
removed from the panel as aresult of his com-
ment calling Ravindra Jadejaa “bits-and-pieces
player” during last year’s ODI World Cup and
the subsequent reactions from fans and the
player himself were an important trigger in
him losing his job.

OnJuly 3 lastyear, Jadeja had tweeted his ire
atManjrekar’s comments: “Still, Thave played
twice the number of matches you have played
andIamistill playing. Learn torespect ppl who
have achieved. I have heard enough of your
verbal diarrhea @Sanjaymanjrekar”.

After his half-century in the World Cup

“Anyone who has followed my career
asacommentator would know that |
have no malicious agenda against
anyone and that my opinions come
fromavery pure place thatl hold
sacred. It’s cricket we are talking
about, asport that’s givenmeand my
father somuch...|was greatly hurt!
Especially because thiscameasa
real shock!”

SANJAY MANJREKAR

semi-final against New Zealand, Jadeja had
gesticulated angrily towards the commentary
studio. The official Twitter handle of the ICC
posted a video of a post-match discussion in-
volving Manjrekar. “By bits and by pieces, he
just ripped me apart today. Bits of pieces of
sheer brilliance, he proved me all wrong,” he
had said thatday.

In his first mail to Board officials, Manjrekar
also flagged the perils of being a commenta-
tor in these times. “If we are not seen praising
theiconic playersall the time, the fans of those
players tend to assume that we are antagonis-
tictowards the players they worship... Anyone
who has followed my career as a commenta-
tor would know that I have no malicious
agenda against anyone and that my opinions
come fromavery pure place that1 hold sacred.
It's cricket we are talking about, a sport that’s

given me and my father so much,” Manjrekar
stated. “Iwas greatly hurt! Especially because
this came as areal shock!” he added.

Manjrekar reiterated his willingness to
apologise. “So, really, this sacking for what-
ever reason, has shaken my confidence as
a professional. If unwittingly, I have of-
fended anyone I would be happy to apolo-
gise to the concerned party.”

Manjrekar also brought up the Jadeja is-
sue in great detail in his email to the Apex
Council, attaching an audio file of his com-
ments. “You will see how benign it is when
you hear it in right context”. He also wrote,
“The player concerned obviously misunder-
stood this or was perhaps misinformed. By
the way, the player and I have since privately
made peace over this issue.”

He stated that the comment was not made
during commentary but in an interview.
“Please note this comment was not made by
me on Twitter or in commentary, it was in an
audio interview to a news agency... that got
blown out of proportion. It was made asa part
of a long media interview but unfortunately
was made into an eye-catching headline by
justonewebsite and the player reacted sharply
to it on Twitter. This got the issue the traction
itdid not deserve. ‘Bits-and-pieces’isa cricket-
ing term commonly used for cricketers who
are non-specialists. It is regularly used by com-
mentators to describe certain players and it’s
never considered to be demeaning.”

In his email, Manjrekar listed out his stand-
ing as a commentator until he was “suddenly
not found good enough”. “Until this moment
I had been the leading commentator on the
BCCI panel for many years fulfilling some of
the biggest responsibilities there are in live
broadcasting: lead commentator, post-match
awards presenter, hosting the toss, doing player
interviews and yes, impromptu BCCI functions
on ground too.Iam also one of the first Indian
commentators that gets rostered for the World
Cups by the ICC.1did my job with great pride
anda 100 per cent commitment and suddenly
not found to be good enough tobe in the panel
was a big jolt.”

[ MANJREKAR’S LETTER ]

Dear esteemed members of the Apex Council,

In February 2020, completely out of the blue, I was told by Dev Shriyan, the head
of production, BCCI Tv, that I was being removed from the commentary panel.

I have publicly maintained that — “the BCCI are my employers and they
have every right to either have me or not, in their commentary panel. | have

never considered being on acommentary panel an entitlement.”

But here, amongst a small circle of important stakeholders of Indian

cricket, friends and colleagues, please allow me to open my heart.
[was greatly hurt! Especially because this came as a real shock!

[ did my job with great pride and a 100 percent commitment and suddenly

not found to be good enough to be in the panel was a big jolt.

Later I was told on phone by a senior office bearer that some players had an
issue with me as acommentator . Now here is where our job gets a bit tricky.

If we are not seen praising the iconic players all the time, the fans of those
players tend to assume that we are antagonistic towards the players they wor-
ship. That's the professional hazard we have to live with doing our job. Anyone
who has followed my career as a commentator would know that I have no ma-
licious agenda against anyone and that my opinions come from a very pure
place that I hold sacred. It's cricket we are talking about, a sport that’s given me

and my father so much.

My comments and opinions could be wrong, but they are never personal,
derogatory or borne out of prejudice or cunning design, | am only biased to-

wards excellence in performances, whether it’s a team or a player.

Now, let’s take the ‘ bits and pieces’ comment that got blown out of pro-

portion during the last World Cup.

‘Bits and pieces’ is a cricketing term commonly used for cricketers who are
non-specialists. It is regularly used by commentators to describe certain play-

ers and it’s never considered to be demeaning.

The player concerned obviously misunderstood this or was perhaps misin-
formed. By the way, the player and I have since privately made peace over this

issue.
So, really, this sacking for whatever reason, has shaken my confi-
dence as a professional. If unwittingly, | have offended
anyone [ would be happy to apologise to the con-
cerned party. o=

Regards,
Sanjay

* Excerpts from Manjrekar’s email to BCCI

Players, coaches
kneel as NBA

returns to action

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
LAKE BUENAVISTA,JULY 31

BLACKPLAYERS were next to white players.
Coaches from one team were next to their
compatriots from the opposing side. Many
locked arms with the man next to them,
some shut theireyes tightly, a fewincluding
LeBron James briefly raising a fistinto the air
or pointing skyward. The NBA had a strong,
powerful re-opening night message.

When it comes to demanding change,
the league stands united — and Thursday;,
the four teams that played on the first
night of the league’s restart showed that
by not standing.

They were unprecedented images for
the league in unprecedented times: The
Utah Jazz and New Orleans Pelicans knelt
alongside one another during “The Star-
Spangled Banner,” their way of joining the
chorus of those demanding racial justice and
equality in society. In the second game
Thursday, James' Los Angeles Lakersand the
Los Angeles Clippers did the same thing dur-
ing the anthem preceding their matchup.

“Tonight we witnessed sober, powerfully
movingand heartfelt demonstrations by our
players of their commitment to the pursuit
of justice,” National Basketball Players
Association Executive Director Michele
Roberts tweeted. “Very proud.”

The NBA hasarule thatdates tothe early
1980s decreeing that players must stand for
the national anthem, and Commissioner
Adam Silver quickly announced that the pol-
icyisbeingadjusted. The anthems were pre-
recorded: Jon Batiste performed the one be-
fore Pelicans-Jazz, the Compton Kidz Club
had the task before Clippers-Lakers.

“I respect our teams’ unified act of
peaceful protest for social justice and un-
der these unique circumstances will noten-
force our long-standing rule requiring
standing during the playing of our national
anthem,” said Silver, who watched from a
plexiglass-enclosed suite because he has
notbeen quarantined and therefore cannot
be around players and coaches who are liv-
ing inside the NBA’s so-called bubble at
Walt Disney World.

CROSSWORD 4185

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

ACROSS

1 Sadreflection about
everything in Texas (6)

4 Dance orchestraled by a
woman (8)

9 Concedes there are abouta
thousand approaches (6)

10 Tend to have little rest for
recreation (8)

12 Partthat’s leftinside eggs (4)

13 Turf out, of course (5)

14 Assenttoachange of name (4)

17 Butone skater turns out to be
anold comedian (6,6)

20 Getup before ten(4,3,5)

23 Love girl's curved shape (4)

24 Soft cry of pain produces
purse, but not of the lips (5)

25 Jewelinring given to close
friend (4)

28 Retaina foreigndrinkasa
souvenir (8)

29 Nobody else will know if we
keepit(6)

30 Sort of step many debtors
neglect to make (8)

31 Form of decorationin the
forces, perhaps (6)

DOWN

1 Bittercriticism - I'd bear it
somehow (8)

2 Lacking members(8)

3 Hothead put up the stake (4)

5 Asheafof cornthatcomesasa
surprise (1,3,2,1,5)

6 Unproductive sort of raid (4)

7 Fallbackin common mutual
defence (6)

8 Many a call for courage
(6)

11 Justthe place to keep a bill of
fare (6,6)

15 Heated complaint(5)

16 This will do for the present (5)

18 Stays up when there are games
about (8)

19 Letsitbreak to a point that
could be dangerous (8)

21 Jail sounds hair-raising (6)

22 It's not often there’s real
trouble in the railway
(6)

26 Isthe French oneringed in the
main? (4)

27 He takes after his father,
presumably (4)

Solutions Crossword 4184: Across: 1Refer, 4 Patient, 8 Sou, 9 Democracy, 10 Moabite,
11Seton, 13 Drills, 15 Enosis, 18 Mimic, 19 Mustard, 21 Potentate, 23 Eon, 24 Everest, 25
Paths. Down: 1Resumed, 2 Feudalism, 3 Radii, 4 Pamper, 5 Tucksin, 6 Era, 7 Tryon, 12
Testament, 14 Licence, 16 Sidings, 17 Impart, 18 Maple, 20 Steep, 22 Tie.
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the answer for the given quip.

Edgar Allan Poe (6,.,5)
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DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
You have a

@ getting your own
way. In part, this is

themselves to be overruled.

However, today may [ advise

partners’ rather delicate

feelings. The more pleasant
they’ll be to you.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
most persuasive.
Thisreallyis a

you should make great play of

your ability to bring people

the property market are

distinctly better than average

has to be perfect.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
relationships
between Mars,

Jupiter are perfectly optimistic

in their inclinations, and

ground. This is a time to get on
with your favourite tasks, to
short trips and generally chase
your special ambitions.

Your particular

@ brand of sensitivity
learn from. Powerful

emotional alignments suit

you to put yourself on the line

as far as one special

You'll need all the courage and

confidence at your disposal.
Slowly but surely you

@ oughttobe
of your loyalty and

dedication. The lesson tolearn

partnerships must be worked
at. This simple truthis quite

reputation for
others’ fault for allowing
you to be extra sensitive to
you are to them, the nicer
You could be at your
@ sociable day and
together. Prospects for those in
but, as usual, your planning
The various
@ Mercury, Venus and
should suit you down to the
exchange information, make
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
isone we could all
your mood and may encourage
relationship is concerned.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
reassuring partners
atthe momentis that
compatible with the fun,

pleasure and enjoyment that
come from special associations.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Other people hold
the key. It doesn’t
matter whether
your speciality is a
working partnership, a
romantic liaison or just
friendship in general. All that is
important is that you open
your heart. Once you do that,
then other people may
respond in the ways that you
always hoped they would.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

What you cando

now is take a much

firmer line with

children. You
should also realise that there
are many chores to be
completed and tasks to be
done, evenifyou are in the
mood for a day off. Your best
approachis tocallinalong-
forgotten favour.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

As the Moon moves
to and fro between
challenging regions
of your chart and
harmonious ones, the chances
for romantic happiness
improve. You should seize the
opportunity to enjoy yourself,
regardless of whether your
interests are high-brow

or low.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Once again, home
and family affairs
occupy your
attention. It may be

aday toindulge in your

favourite practical tasks, or to
enjoy the company of

your favourite relations.

Friendly communication

with everyone is the top

theme for the next twenty-
four hours.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
There is agreat
temptation to talk
about subjects of
which you know

nothing. If you can get away

with a bluff, do so by all means.

On the other hand, if facts are

important, you may care to get

asecond opinion. That's
especially the case if you're
risking your own cash.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
The time has come
to clear the decks, as
[ think you know. As
long as you have

major personal matters in

hand, you may indulge a

financial whim. If spending

plans are your top priority,
thenitlooks as if frivolities
may be a better buy

than necessities.
many thought-

at the moment, but the

the very best of your caring,

be alittle too ready to build

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
There are so
@ provoking
planetary patterns
dominant mood is emotional.
My hope is that we will see
compassionate sensitivity.
My concern is that you may
molehills into quite
unnecessary mountains.
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